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                                                                                                  WINTER  2013-14 

Calling All Members!  Join us Saturday, December 14 for our  
Annual Membership Meeting! 

Speaker:  Elena Paras Noble 

Topic:  Pageant of the Pacific,  
Golden Gate Exposition, 1937-1941 

   
Elena will tell the story of the San Francisco World’s 
Fair using photos taken by her father, George Paras, a 
freelance photographer who sold his photos to local 
newspapers.  This is a unique opportunity to see 
images of the SF Exposition that have had limited 
exposure in the past.   

The Golden Gate Exposition opened in 1939, but 
Elena will tell the whole story of the fair’s birth as 
well as the birth of Treasure Island, with photos 
dating to 1937.  Don’t miss this very special program! 

 

Of course refreshments will be served.  We also are 
featuring a very special raffle.  All of our board 
members have committed to bringing a unique and 
interesting item to include in the raffle.  With so many 
great items, your chances of winning are very good.   

Editor’s note:  This happens to be a picture of my aunt and first cousin, 
taken at the fair in 1939.  They are standing in front of a B-17 bomber. 

Place:   Veterans Memorial Building 
       930 Ward Street (Corner of Court St.) 
       Martinez 94553  
Time:  Noon to 4 pm RSVP: 925-229-1042 
 
We also have business to conduct, as we are 
tabulating the votes for next year’s directors.  Please 
complete the ballot that is contained in this 
newsletter and mail it back in time for it to count 
at the meeting.  Thanks! 
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Richmond Museum of History  
     Melinda McCrary Executive Director 

Nestled in the 
heart of the 
Iron Triangle, 
the Richmond 
Museum of 
History remains 
as testament to 
the opulence of 

old Richmond. The museum is housed in a Carnegie 
Library built in 1910 and boasts original architectural 
details throughout the interior and exterior of the 
building. Indeed, the structure can be considered as 
part of the permanent exhibit.  

The Richmond Museum Association (RMA) was 
incorporated in 1954 with the mission to preserve and 
display the history of Richmond and greater region. 
The first venue of the RMA was the children’s room 
at the library that also displayed local historical 
artifacts. When the city’s needs outgrew the small 
brick building, the progression of the space into a  
history museum was natural. The RMA works closely 
with the City of Richmond to maintain and preserve 
the building for the benefit of future generations. 

The Museum is comprised of a permanent exhibit 
gallery with an overview of Richmond’s past and a 
temporary exhibit gallery with short term exhibits that 
rotate throughout the year. The permanent gallery 
presents artifacts, documents, and photographs 
related to Richmond during prehistory, the Mexican 
Rancho period, Agricultural and Early 
industrialization, Richmond shipyards and the World 
War II Home Front Experience. A pristine 1931 
Model A Ford built at the Richmond Ford Assembly 
Plant is the marquis of the permanent exhibit and is 
beloved by all visitors. The downstairs Seaver Gallery 
hosts several temporary exhibits per year; the current 
exhibit is SS Red Oak Victory: History, Conveyance, and 
Restoration. Prospective temporary exhibits planned 
for the Seaver Gallery in 2014 include Voices in Cloth 
from the East Bay Heritage Quilters, the blues 

movement in Richmond, and/or maritime industries 
along the Richmond bay front.  

The permanent collection of the Richmond Museum 
of History contains an impressive mix of textiles, 
photographs, newspapers, domestic objects, 
technical/industrial materials, documents/ephemera, 
archaeological collections, and fine art. Museum staff 
and volunteers have begun the process to digitize the 
collection in order to post online. The museum is 
searching for skilled volunteers or interns to assist 
with collections management and the digitization 
efforts. The largest artifact in the permanent 
collection is the SS Red Oak Victory, a World War II 
cargo ship built in the Kaiser Richmond Shipyards 
that is berthed at the Port of Richmond.  

The Richmond Museum of History is also home to a 
local research library with an impressive collection of 
primary sources that are useful to both academic 
scholars and casual genealogical researchers. The city 
directories and extensive newspaper clippings file 
contain a wealth of information. The research room 
has a very strong collection of Kaiser Shipyard 
materials including a nearly complete collection of the 
weekly Fore n Aft employee newsletter. Materials 
related to the Richmond Refinery are also strongly 
represented. Consider making an appointment to use 
the research room as it is a small space!  

The Richmond Museum of History is located at 400 
Nevin Avenue and is open to the public Wednesday 
through Sunday 1-4 PM. Admission is only $2 for 
adults, $1 for seniors/students, and kids under 12 are 
free with adult. More information can be found at: 
richmondmuseumofhistory.org. To make an 
appointment for the research 
room call 510-235-7387. The SS 
Red Oak Victory is located at 
1337 Canal Blvd, berth 6A and is 
open Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
& Sunday 10AM-3PM. There is a 
$5 fee to board the ship and last 
tour begins at 2PM. For more 
information call 510-237-2933.  
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               Meet The New Guy 
 

We are happy to announce that noted architect, James 
Wright, is now a member of the CCCHS board of 
directors.  James was appointed to fill a vacancy that 
had occurred. James is a resident of Lafayette, where 
he lives with his wife, son, and daughter.   

James became a licensed 
California architect in 
1988.  Before that, he was 
a general contractor, so 
he comes to the design 
field with a depth of 
hands-on expertise.  
While he provides 
architectural, interior, and 
landscape design services 
to clients throughout 
California, he was 
recently recognized by 
the Arts and Culture Commission of Contra Costa 
County for his reconstruction of a home in Orinda, 
built in 1890.   

In this picture, James is the tall man in the center.    

Volunteers 

 Mark and Becky say 
goodbye, as they leave 
Martinez for a new 
home in Florida.  
Mark began the 
scanning of our 
valuable Naturalization 
documents; Becky 

completed a complete inventory and updating of the 
Nilda Rego files.  Both led the mailing parties we’ve 
had for the past two years.  They will be missed and 
hope that someone will volunteer to take their places 
at the History Center.  

Public Access Computer Terminal 
(PACT) arrives at Contra Costa County 
History Center Thanks to a Grant from 
the Martinez Community Foundation   

 A new addition recently arrived at the History 
Center.  A Public Access Computer Terminal (PACT) 

arrived and was set up by 
technical volunteer and board 
member Scott Saftler.  The 
PACT, made possible by a 
grant from the Martinez 
Community Foundation, will 
allow members of the public to 
enter their own queries of the 
Contra Costa County 
Historical Society’s database, 
locating information about the 
photographs, maps, 

documents, and other collections of the Historical 
Society.  

 This direct access to the database will free 
volunteer staff members of the History Center to help 
with the more complex parts of the research that 
come later.  The History Center welcomes one and all 
to come in and try out this fantastic new resource.   

 

Samantha, a student who was our first PACT user 

 

 

When the news came that our Bulletin editor Donald Bastin had been in a serious automobile accident, we had to stand in for 
him in completing the preparation of the Bulletin.  He and his wife are both recuperating, and we wish them the best.  He will 
return for the next issue, but meanwhile, please forgive any roughness caused by our unfamiliarity with the programs used.  
Get well soon, Donald! 

Also please note that we have recently created a Schwab account to make it easier for people to donate odd lots of stock. 
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Official Ballot 
Contra Costa County Historical Society Board of Directors 

The following candidates are offered for election to the board of directors.  Elected candidates will 
serve a 3-year term beginning January 1, 2014. 

Place check mark before each name selected.  Vote for up to four 

Please fold this ballot in thirds, with the address showing.  Tape seam, affix stamp, and mail before November 31, 2013. If you receive 
the Bulletin electronically, please print out this page and follow above directions.  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

_____  Donald Bastin, Incumbent 

_____  Melissa Jacobson, Incumbent 

_____  Beverly Lane, Incumbent 

_____  Kathy Leighton, Incumbent 

_____  ______________________ , (Write-in) 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

                Place  
               Stamp 
                 Here 

               Contra Costa County Historical Society 
                              724 Escobar Street, 

                  Martinez, CA  94553 
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UC Preservationist Provides  
Needs Assessment  
to Contra Costa County Historical Society  

   
Recently the Contra Costa County Historical Society 
received a federally-funded grant for a preservation needs 
assessment of its archival collections.  Funding was 
supported in part by the United States Institute of 
Museum and Library Services and administered in 
California by the State Librarian. 

Barclay Ogden, Director for Library Preservation at UC 
Berkeley, was the needs assessor.  In addition to 
responsibility for development and management of the UC 
Berkeley Library’s preservation, Barclay also serves as a 
coordinator for three grant-funded statewide and regional 
preservation and education and training programs: the 
California Preservation Program, the Californians 
Connecting to Collections Project, and the Western States 
and Territories Preservation Assistance Service (13 
Western states and territories. 

Barclay spent a full day talking with Executive Director 
Priscilla Couden and volunteers representing various 
aspects of the Contra Costa County Archive—accessions: 
Betty Maffei, database and maps: Bill and Kathleen Mero, 
photographs: Leland and Avice Taylor.  Following his 
overview with this group, Ogden visited each of the rooms 
of the archive, observing aspects of preservation needs: 
light, temperature, storage, condition, and prior 
preservation.  In general, he found the work that had been 
done in the past to be more than satisfactory, and he 
complimented the volunteers on their prior preservation 
work.   

 
A major goal of Ogden’s report as finally presented was to 
guide the Contra Costa County Historical Society in its 
future plans by means of prioritizing actions that would 
affect their collections.  There was a surprise embedded in 
this part of the assessment survey, as some things that 
might have seemed obvious candidates for preservation, 
while they might be candidates in the best of all possible 
worlds, are lower in the priority list for preservation than 
others that might not be so obvious.  For instance, many  

leather bound volumes, whose exteriors are deteriorating, 
though in need of care themselves, are still protecting the 
information contained in them.  The information is usually 
on good quality paper and considered stable, whereas the 

extensive clippings files the Society maintains, because they 
are newsprint, are actively deteriorating day by day.  
Volunteers are needed to Xerox these clippings onto acid 
free paper as soon as possible to protect the information 
they contain.  The Contra Costa County Historical Society 
is grateful for this wonderful grant and guidance. 

 

Wish List 

If you could donate:       We could purchase: 

        $12,000            Monitored Fire Detection System     
        Currently we have no fire   
   detection system  

        $5,000              10 Dataloggers for temperature &       
        humidity monitoring 

        $2,500              Copier - Our current copier was          
       purchased in 2000  

          $ 500                    1 Datalogger 

     $315 each          2 Wateralert alarms for the restrooms,  
  where a water leak is most likely to occur  

          $250    Basic disaster supplies for 10 

          $250  10 Motion detector light switches   
  Light is the biggest enemy of paper  
  archives.  These would save our   

        archives by keeping the lights out  
 when the rooms are not in use.   

          $230       Microfiche Desk Stand and 5 Microfiche  
  Storage Panels would make our microfiche  
  indexes more accessible to researchers and  
  volunteers. 

         $150 10 dropdown door stops –   
  Keeping the doors to the individual rooms  
  closed preserves the temperature and  
  prevents spread of fire.  Keeping them  
  open when volunteers are accessing the files 
  is often necessary.  

         $ 50 1 motion detector light switch   
   $25 + labor = $50 

         $ 25  1 dropdown door stop  

 

As the result of Barclay’s visit, we have created the 
following wish list, mainly for archival tasks or 
preservation of documents.  If you are able to 
contribute any of these or their costs, please let Priscila 
know. 
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Dear Members, 

 When I think of CCCHS, I 
don’t actually think first 
about our mission—to 
disseminate information 

about Contra Costa County to its citizens and 
beyond.  Rather, I think of Betsy’s face as she comes 
to work on Wednesday mornings—to continue a 
thirteen year task that has been shared by a number of 
volunteers over the years—that of detailing the letters 
and notes to and from Sheriff Veale, sheriff of Contra 
Costa for 40 years.  Betsy is a former school teacher 
and now a grandmother and great-grandmother who 
delights in finding odd bits of information about the 
years (1895-1934) represented in the Sheriff’s archive 
of 100 banker boxes. Betsy says what makes the work 
fun is to realize that you are peeking at life 100 years 
ago, and people haven’t changed.   For instance, 
people complained about speeding tickets for going 
30 in a 25 mile zone as much as they do today for 
going 95 in a 55 mile zone!  Everyone needed a job 
and barking dogs annoyed people 100 years ago. 

Betsy with 
Veale 
Documents 
Betsy says 
further, “The 
more I learn 
from incidents 
in Veale’s life 
and office, the 

more I see him as a really nice man, a kind man, one 
I’d like to know.” 

 A little later, Kaori comes in for her two-hour stint 
on the same project, though with a different box and 
folders.  Kaori has an MBA and is the mother of a 
high schooler.  When Betsy and Kaori are finished 
with their task, this is projected to end in late Spring 
of 2014, the information, transferred to our database 
by volunteer Bill Mero, will constitute a detailed and 

searchable table on the History Center’s database, 
comparable to one that already exists for our old 
Court cases. The type of communication (letter, card, 
clipping, notebook, etc.), the name of the person who 
wrote it, a brief description of the content of the 
letter or other document, the number of the box, the 
name of the folder, and the number of the document 
within the folder—all will be recorded and made 
searchable.  As members of the “Veale Posse,” Betsy, 
Kaori, and Bill join volunteers who have gone before 
them (Dick Sobey for one) in accomplishing this 
Herculean task.  Once this task is completed, a unique 
and special archive of information about early 
California history, hugely valuable to anyone doing 
California history 
since no other 
archive exists of 
that type for this 
really important 
time period.   

Kaori with Veale 
Documents 

Such topics as fingerprinting, bootlegging, wanted 
posters, early traffic tickets, and decisions made about 
the future of the County will be available to all, 
fulfilling after all the outreach goals of the Society. 

Supporting the growth and future of our unique 
archive motivates these dedicated volunteers.  
Through your donations, large and small and of 
whatever kind, you make possible the sustainability of 
our enterprise as well.  

I look forward to seeing you at our Annual Meeting 
on December 14.                                    Priscilla 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that we have recently opened a 
Schwab account to make it easier for members 
and others to donate shares of stock to the 
Society.  More information is forthcoming. 

Also, please consider CCCHS in your estate 
planning.  It is simple, and any gift is tax 
deductible. 
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CCCHS President’s Message Nov 2013 

Appreciation of history – and for the events which 
your membership and our volunteers enable to be 
preserved in our archive – can sometimes be found in 
the most unlikely places.  Appreciation for you is 
everywhere….it’s just not always obvious, as I was 
vividly reminded recently.    

 

I just returned from a road trip from Concord to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia….7,700 miles in my 1946 
Studebaker.  Across 13 states and 4 Canadian 
provinces, at virtually every single stop for gas, I was 
approached by people intrigued by the car and my 
travels.  For people from every walk of life, seeing an 
old car doing what used to be common triggers 
universal memories:  of first cars owned, family 
members who had Studebakers, and fond memories 
of long road trips in old cars back when they were 
new.  Not a few of these folks expressed pure envy 
that they could not jump in and go along with me to 
relive some of those wonderful memories!  I was 
forever being thanked for bringing a forgotten 
personal history back to mind, removing all doubt 
that people DO appreciate those like you that 
preserve the past.   

Seen up close at 50-mph, those “fly-over states” that 
we usually see only dimly from an airliner reveal 
wondrous reminders of our past, our diverse people, 
and the future unfolding in this great land.  For the 

previous generation, family 
vacation travel often meant 
long journeys by car, 
sometimes rustic 
accommodations along the 
way, and wide-eyed kids 
experiencing the world 
beyond their previous 
hometown horizons.  Forward to today:  we often 
find ourselves hurtling along, crowded in an 
aluminum tube with equally-stressed-out strangers at 
35,000 feet.  Air travel has saved time for sure, but at 
the price of depriving us of the saturation of all the 
senses that were stimulated by the car trip experience.  
One of the joys of non-air-conditioned travel on 
byways across the continent is the time to appreciate 
the grandeur of nature’s scenery, weather and moods.  
When given such times to simply be quiet and 
thoughtful as the miles roll past, one is reminded how 
much we miss having such moments for reflection in 
our modern busy lives.   

Back to business:  does the Society face challenges?  
Of course we do.  Raising funds is a continual need 
for any non-profit entity.  We must adapt to new 
technologies for preserving documents, and we serve 
an ever-growing number of researchers and other 
visitors.  All this portends continual change, always a 
bit unnerving, but the proven way to continued 
growth and success in 2014.  Please remember to vote 
in our elections for candidates for Directors whose 
terms expire next month.   

And do rest assured that your work and support is 
appreciated by an audience wider than you might 
think.  I find it wonderful to work with people such 
as you.  No question I have the best job in The 
Society….a thought that occurred to me as I listened 
and learned in my Studebaker.     John       

 

 

Remember to vote… and remember that your work and 
support is appreciated by an audience wider than you 
might think! 
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Mark Your Calendar 

 
Saturday, December 14 – Annual Meeting 
Martinez Veteran’s Building - noon to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, December 21 – Center open 10-2 
This will also be the last day of the year for the 
Center, which will re-open on Tuesday, January 
7 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Ongoing – New Policy! 10% off all prices in 
bookstore – for members! 

 
Mission Statement 

 
The mission of the Contra Costa County Historical Society is the 

dissemination of knowledge about the history of Contra Costa 
County and the State of California through publications, lectures, 

workshops, and through the acquisition and preservation of 
pertinent historical documents.  

Contra Costa County Historical Society 
 
President………………….……………….John Burgh 
1st Vice President……………..….…..Melissa Jacobson 
2nd Vice President.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,……...…….…..Harriett Burt 
Secretary…………………………….….Webb Johnson 
Treasurer……………………..……….…Steven James 
Donald Bastin                            Andrea Blachman 
Stan Davis                                                 Beverly Lane 
Kathy Leighton                        John Mercurio 
Traci Parent                                         Scott Saftler 
James Wright              Betty Maffei – Member Emeritus 
 
           Executive Director: Priscilla A. Couden, Ph.D. 
                   Newsletter Editor: Donald Bastin 
 

The History Center 
724 Escobar Street, Martinez, CA 94553 

Phone: 925-229-1042 
Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9 am – 4 pm 

Open 3rd Saturday, 10 am – 2 pm 
Email: info@cocohistory.com 

Website: www.cocohistory.com 

mailto:info@cocohistory.com

