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WALES TOWN BOARD MEETING 2022 
December 13th, 2022 @ 7:00 PM 

 

*Emergency procedures: Follow the exit signs to the closest possible exit in an orderly manner. 

* Please turn off all cell phones. 

The 13th meeting of the Wales Town Board was held on the 13th day of December at the  Wales Center 

Community Center 12345 Big Tree Rd Wales, NY  14169 

 The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Howard at 7:00 pm EST  

ROLL CALL Present         Councilman Venditti   

      Councilman Butcher  

      Councilman Gawronski 

      Supervisor  Howard 

 Town Attorney Ron Bennett, Walter Raichel Building Inspector ( 6 ) residents whose names are on file.  

INVOCATION: led by Councilman Donald Butcher   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: led by Councilman Gawronski 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Motion # __ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher, approving the 

agenda as presented.   4 aye, 0 noes  Carried                                       

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  Motion # ___ by Councilman Butcher, second by Supervisor Howard approving the 

minutes of November 8th as presented.   4 ayes 0 noes Carried    

Public Comments 

NONE  

OLD BUSINESS:  

1.WM Contract Extension and Quote from Cascade Engineering  for Trash Cart & Recycling Carts 

Supervisor Howard said  this was discussed at pretty good length during our  previous meeting and budget meeting. We 

would be purchasing the carts directly from Cascade, they will provide the assembly, distribution scanning and recording  

and provide literature to the residents. The cost will be covered with ARPA funds and the town will also apply for a grant 

with NYSDEC. The WM contract from years 2-5 would be based on the CPI-WST plus 1%., fuel adjustments and annual 

recycling market adjustments. If anyone else has questions, please forward to Ron. Hoping we should be able to approve 

at the closeout meeting on the 27th.  
2.Approval Resolution of denial for Auctions International SUP amend, from warehouse to antique mall   

Supervisor Howard- This has been pending since at least August of 2020. Back in 2020, Auctions International  submitted 

an amended  SUP application to convert the warehouse to antique mall, the board’s action, with the advice of counsel was 

to identify whatever violations existed, and through the courts pursue and then be rectified. So, in more than two years, 

this has not been accomplished. I know there's lots of reasons why this may have happened. But last month there was a 

court action, and  it was dismissed with prejudice, which means that we cannot bring it up and there is a sealing order also 

which I’m not sure what that means. Since the last meeting   several foils request from Auctions have been submitted to 

the town for records and communications related to the Antique Mall. One, was of the aerial photograph that was 

displayed at the last board meeting on November 8th, just prior to the board's voting on the amended permit. Auctions has 

objected that the photo was presented as evidence of code violations and that those alleged violations were then the 

reasons for denying.  They felt that the public hearing had already been closed and that any new evidence should not have 

been unilaterally presented. For that and other reasons, including the court's dismissal with prejudice. The attorney for 

Auctions International has asked that we rescind our denial. The foil asking for the photo, how it was obtained, as well as 

the date of when it was taken by the photographer and asked Attorney Ron Bennett if we need to comply, he replied yes. 

Councilman Gawronski said ok. This letter is to comply with the town code that requires us to answer the applicant with 

the decision. This is the same application filed in August 2020. In 2020 the board acknowledged to address any violations 

quickly. Also the foil requests that we've already seen, seems to say we are heading into litigation. 

Supervisor Howard read the resolution on the specific reasons for not approving the permit or not approving the 

application.                  

RESOLUTION OF DENIAL FOR AUCTIONS INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL USE PERMIT.  

 WHEREAS, Auctions International, Inc. applied to amend its Special Use Permit by converting an existing warehouse to 

be used as an antique mall for retail sales, and WHEREAS, the request for the Amended Special Use Permit hereinbefore 

referenced was considered by the Town Board at its meeting held on November 8th, 2022, and 

 WHEREAS, Councilmen noted that Auctions International, Inc. was possibly in violation of its Special use 

Permit in regard to the 40-50 unregistered semi-trailers and 20 unregistered trucks and other vehicles stored on the 

property, and WHEREAS, item 4 contained in a Special Use Permit dated August 24, 2006, that car sales and vehicles no 

greater than one-ton capacity may be maintained and offered for sale under the following conditions: a. Display of not 

more than ten vehicles shall be located one hundred and eighty feet from the south edge of the right-of-way of Route 20A 

and additional qualified motor vehicles not to exceed ten in number must be stored within the confined flea market area 

and absolutely no other area to be used, and WHEREAS, an Amended Special Use Permits adopted on April 27, 2011, 

and March 23, 2013, re-affirmed the continuation of the cited conditions, and WHEREAS, Town Code §120-8 in regard 

to the property does not have a valid license to operate a junk yard, and WHEREAS, Town Code §120-4 places 

restrictions on unregistered motor vehicles located on the subject property, and WHEREAS, a motion to approve the 

request for the Amended Special Use Permit was made by the Town Board resulting in voting for approval and 

disapproval, and WHEREAS, there was no majority before the Board, regarding the application for the cited Special Use 

Permit converting the warehouse to antique mall facilities fails in approval. Now, THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, that 

there was no majority vote of the Board regarding the application for the proposed Amended Special Use Permit 

converting the warehouse to antique mall facilities and therefore said Amended Special Use Permit fails in approval. 

 this letter is to compliance with the town code that requires us to answer the applicant with the decision. This is the same 

application filed in August 2020. In 2020 the board acknowledged to address any violations quickly. Also the foil requests 

that we've already seen, seems to say we are heading into litigation. 
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Howard- I would move to a vote to deny or accepted letter. Councilman Gawronski -  If Mr. Sheerer was working towards 

alleviating the vehicles, I'd feel way better about this, and I understand he's trying to run a business Well, you know what, 

Mr. Schurr? You made your bed. When? Okay, that is my feeling. Unfortunately, I believe I know what maybe you think 

I'm talking out both sides of my face by saying I'm sympathetic. That is not going to go away. If you want to go to an 

arbitrator I can do if we're if I'm not being fair. Find somebody that maybe knows the law better than I do. I can respect 

there. I’m happy to I'll talk to the photographer. I’ll let him know what's on the line here. I'm sure he's fine with it. He 

didn't do anything wrong. You know, he knew what was happening. ran his drone, took some pictures. Councilman 

Butcher – We need to separate the flea markets, antique walls, and then we've got the mess.  I think that this is one thing, 

and we could work out, where he's got a junkyard.  That doesn't affect the flea market, antique mall. Councilman Venditti 

- It's the same piece of property and there's two things that going against our own town code. Butcher -  I don't want to 

open us up to lawsuit, but I don't want to give away.  Venditti - I don't either, but this particular property isn't even zoned 

commercial it's agriculture. This is the sad thing: we're having a Farmland Protection Program done and we're having 

water studies done.  So, how can we go against them and endorse this. Continual discussion was had  Howard - 

Continuing with this denial resolution and not trying to amend at this point., we will likely see some sanctions.  I'm going 

to be on the record for saying that at this point. Butcher -I would like to make a motion to have a revote on this approving 

the antique mall. but not approving a junkyard. We need to go after the junkyard. Venditti - If I saw those actions being 

filed by our code enforcement officer. I could see it. Howard – So, do we look at getting a mediator, since the court has 

dismissed the 2020 case with prejudice, the town prosecutor has said that the applicant is grandfathered. Yet, two of us 

continuing to say auctions have violations. I guess we wait for actions to take us to court, is that the right cause of action? 

Or do we consider, working with them to get a mutually mediator or arbitrator. Supervisor would like to make a So 

motion to accept that resolution, which will be forwarded to auctions International, in compliance with the code that says 

that we have a number of reasons for the denial of the motion for the 

Motion#__ By Councilman Venditti and second my Couchman Gawronski accepting the resolution of Denial of amended 

special use permit for Auctions International, this letter in compliance with the code. 4 ayes noes 0  

NEW BUSINESS: 

1Request to approve the one-year or two-year Agreement with Comp Alliance 

Motion  #___ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher, approving the two-year agreement with Comp 

Alliance. 4 aye, 0 noes  Carried   
2.Reappointment of Paul Braun to the Conservation Board 

Motion  #___ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher, approving the reappointment of Paul Braun to the 

Conservation Board, for a 4-year term. 4 aye, 0 noes  Carried   
3.Reappointment of Chairman Kenneth Brown to the Conservation Board 

Motion#___ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher, approving the reappointment of Kenneth Brown to 

the Conservation Board as chairman, for a 4-year term. 4 aye, 0 noes  Carried   
4.Reappointment of  Mark Gietler to the Zoning Board of Appeals 

Motion#___ by Councilman Gawronski second by Councilman Vendittti, approving the reappointment of Mark Gietler to 

the Zoning Board of Appeals, for a 4-year term. 2 aye, 2 noes  Councilman Butcher and Supervisor Howard voted motion 

was no carried it was denied.   
5. Request for Home Occupation for Michelle Wnek at 11320 Big Tree Road   

 Supervisor Howard said This application could be handled with a Resolution for Home Occupation, which is allowable in 

our town codes. We have done this previously with some applications, the building inspector has inspected the resident,  

home and they have additional parking and light. Ask Ron to draw up a Resolution for a Home Occupation for the 

December closeout meeting.  

 COMMUNICATIONS: 

 Close-out meeting will be on December 27th  

Supervisor wanted  everyone to know he was invited to EMW event  

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT HEADS:   rec’d & file  Highway , Building Inspector, Town Clerk 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:   Councilman Gawronski – Ag Protection Plan 

REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS:     none 

SECOND INVITATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Dori Carlone Hunters Creek Rd 

 I'm confused by the reference to the town prosecutor and to her what she's allegedly said. And the decision that was made 

because I think that decision was case specific to one violation and not entire case. I think she's being misquoted. And we 

are  not 100% aware of what the actual alleged charges were that Mr. Bender made in court. Not that it's going to make a 

big difference. Because if Mr. Sheerer decides to sue us, it's not even going to town courts it’s going to Supreme Court, 

where the judges have law clerks, and they make their decisions based on law just like they did when we fought the 

compressor station. When we had outside counsel, Jeremy Colby and Ron work together. We might be headed that way 

but we should I don't think we should cave to Mr. Sheerer.  I get confused by the quotes that we hear in this meeting. And 

then we read in the paper that, you know, some of the time officials are making statements about things being dismissed 

with prejudice and things like that, that aren't exactly correct, but it misleads the public. Okay, and I'm confused by that.  

 

Michael Zywar  Big Tree Rd  

 I've been living in this town for 46 years, and Highway Supt’d. For over 20 years. I attend alot of board meetings, and I 

hear a lot. This has been going on with the issue with Russ ever since he started. If you ever remember what that place 

look like before, it was a real mess. I’m not the smartest person in the world but that picture right there, you guys are in 

trouble, because it was done probably illegal by whoever's complaining. But I heard Jeff said about re-election all the 

people complain, who complains everywhere I go ,somebody saying it's looking better and better. But I go by every day, 

and I don't see this unless you have a plane to go up in the air. So, it looks 100% better than it did back when Foss’s 

owned it. I mean, the man pays taxes in this town. He brings a lot of money the Erie County, everybody's against them.  

But this has been going on for  years. So, what are we gonna do. The first thing I would like to know, the names of people 

that are complaining everybody because I don't hear any and I work at this town every day. I'm around town every day 
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and I don't hear people complain. So your just trying as the minority trying to be a majority? And you're listening to 

minority? I don't know. But that's just my opinion. You're right, 

REVIEW AND ACTION ON SUPERVISOR’S MONTHLY REPORT:  

Motion#___ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher , approving the Supervisor’s monthly report of  

November 2022 the transfer on page 2.  4 aye, 0 noes  Carried      

REVIEW AND ACTION ON TOWN CLERK’S MONTHLY REPORT:  

Motion #__ by Councilman Butcher, second by Councilman Venditti, approving the Town Clerk’s monthly report for 

October 2022, as presented. 4 aye, 0 noes  Carried 

ACTION ON GENERAL FUND BILLS:  

Motion# _ by Councilman Gawronski, second by Councilman Butcher, approving General Fund bills, abstract #12 376-

419  total amount $160640.12  4 aye, 0 noes  Carried          

ACTION ON HIGHWAY FUND BILLS:  

Motion #__ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher, approving Highway Fund bills, abstract #12 146-

166  total amount $ 37038.12  4 aye, 0 noes  Carried 

ADJOURNMENT  
With no further business at hand, motion duly made by Supervisor Howard and seconded by Councilman Butcher to 

adjourn the meeting at 7:54 pm  in memory of4 Gary Cislo, Beverly Holmes, James Carrick & Nancy Loomis 

 aye, 0 noes  Carried  

Respectfully submitted,  Melinda Eaton  Wales Town Clerk  

 


