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WALES TOWN BOARD MEETING 2022 
October 11th, 2022 @ 7:06 PM 

*Emergency procedures: Follow the exit signs to the closest possible exit in an orderly manner. 

* Please turn off all cell phones. 

The 11th meeting of the Wales Town Board was held on the 11th day of October 2022 at the Wales Center 

Community Building at 12345 Big Tree Road Wales Center, NY  14169 The meeting was called to order by Supervisor 

Howard at 7:00 pm EST  

ROLL CALL         Present Councilman Venditti   

      Councilman Butcher  

      Councilman Gawronski 

      Supervisor  Howard 

 Town Attorney Ron Bennett, Walter Raichel Building Inspector (9) residents whose names are on file.  

INVOCATION: led by Councilman Donald Butcher   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: led by Councilman Gawronski 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Motion # __ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher, approving the 

agenda as presented.   4 aye, 0 noes  Carried                                       

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  Motion # ___ by Councilman Butcher, second by Supervisor Howard approving the 

minutes of September 13th 2022, as presented.   Carried    

COMMENTS:  none 

OLD BUSINESS:  

1.Town of Wales 2023 Tentative Budget. 

Supervisor Howard said, we have a couple of existing information budget items still does not include final from 

Waste Management, contract expires at the end of the year. Did have a meeting today with Pat Martino from 

WM to discuss some potential ways of reducing that estimate. Also recieved preliminary figures today from 

South Wales Fire. Not much of a change from last year, but not yet finalized. Councilman Venditti 

commented on program for aging and the youth lines only got 2% not 3%. We can have the bookkeeper adjust 

the lines, Supervisor Howard said, good catch. Councilman Venditti also wondering about budget line 

A1220.12 who is getting that salary, Howard relpied that he would check with the bookkeeper.  

2.Auctions International Application to amend Special Use Permit to convert rear warehouse to antique 

mall  
Supervisor Howard stated a comment was made at last board meeting by a member of the public. Which in my opinion 

and other members of the board have questioned either the integrity and the accuracy of the comment that seems to be in 

circulation from an unnamed town official. I felt that in questioning the integrity, this needed to be further examined. The 

email between our town procuetor and building inspector, was given to board member at the last meeting. I believe the 

prosecutor's opinion was, we settled his last case how local law 3-2019 is resolved, the temporary storage units applied to 

Auctions International, that the facility is grandfathered and the  case was settled . I, call the town prosecutor who stated 

that there is an unresolved case involving Auctions International, which was filed prior to COVID, the prosecutor could 

not comment on, now that she realizes that there is one pending. The former building inspector filed with the town 

prosecutor. There was a suggestion made that the town prosecutor, willingness to prosecute or not prosecute any cases 

against auctions interational. Again, the prosecutor told me today that she would if any viable case that was brought to 

her.that she would not proceed with any case, which she believed would not survive judicial scrutiny. She would  proceed 

with any vialbe case. So, there was absolutely no deceit or mislead by the building inspector or anyone else. The outcome 

of that case that's pending regarding the special use permit for auctions was the timeline of COVID. It was a, stop work 

order that was filed in January of 2020. The case will be in court this thurdasy night. We should not omments on the case, 

until the court case tiil  it’s resolved. 

Motion#__ by Councilman Butcher and seconded by Councilman Venditti, to table this SUP until the legal resolution is 

resolved in court.   4 aye, 0 noes  Carried 

3. Request to have a public hearing on the Wales Center Fire Co. Fire Protection 5-year Contract on Oct 

25th  
RESOLUTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON 

TOWN FIRE PROTECTION CONTRACT  

 WHEREAS, there has been duly established in the Town of Wales a Fire Protection District known as Wales 

Center Volunteer Fire Company, Inc. covering the territory in said Town known as the Fire Protection District, and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary, pursuant to law, for the Town Board to provide for the furnishing of fire protection and 

emergency medical services within said fire district, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it 

 RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 184 of the Town Law of the State of New York, that a 

public hearing be held on the 25th day of October, 2022 at the Town Hall, 12345 Big Tree Road in said Town at 7:00 p.m., 

and that notice of such hearing be published in the East Aurora Advertiser, a newspaper having a general circulation in 

said fire protection district once on or before the 11 th day of October, 2022, and that such notice shall specify the time 

when and the place where said hearing will be held and describe in general terms the proposed contract, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, the Town Clerk is directed to give notice of the public hearing on the fire protection contract in the 

East Aurora Advertiser. 

Motion #        Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher approving the Public Hearing for Wales center Fire 

Cobtract on October 25th.    4 aye, 0 noes  Carried 

4. Request to approve the Town of Wales 2023 Tentative Budget as the Town of Wales 2023 Preliminary Budget.  

 Supervisor Howard requests that the board move the 2023 Town of Wales Tentative budget to the 2023 Preliminary 

Budget,. With the changes disussed under old business #1. So, the largest increase in the current budget was to the refuse 

contract at almost a 14% increase, find potential ways of reducing that line item.    
Motion # ___ by Supervisor Howard, second by Councilman Venditti approving the Town of Wales 2023 



 

 2 

 Tentative Budget as the Town of Wales 2023 Preliminary budget with changing the youth & seniors lines from 2% to 3% 

and reducing the refuse line to 4.2% from 13.6 %  4 aye, 0 noes  Carried 

5. Resolution to approve E. C. Community Development Block Grant funding for support of Rural Transit Service  

                         AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

        2023-2024 

at a meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Wales, Erie County, New York, held on October 11th, 2022, 

the following Resolution was adopted. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Supervisor Tim Howard, of the Town of Wales, New York, is hereby authorized 

to sign, submit and execute a contract with the Erie County Community Development Block Grant (ECCDBG) 

program for the following projects, upon the approval of the ECCDBG funding committee. 

                                        PROJECT RANKING #1: 

                         RURAL TRANSIT SERVICES VAN IN COOPERATION  

                       WITH THE TOWNS OF ELMA, MARILLA, AND AURORA 

                                                   FOR THE YEAR 2023-2024. 

Motion # ___ by Supervisor Howard, second by Councilman Venditti approving the Erie Community Block Grant with 

Project #1 Rural Transit Services Van with Elma, Marillaand Aurora. 4 aye 0 noes  Carried 

*Other suggestions and things that were brought up of the frisbee golf  and extension of our walking paths, We could look 

into the furture with grants or covid money.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

1.Resolution in Opposition to New Gun Laws 
RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO NEW YORK STATE ACTIONS RESTRICTING 2ND AMENDMENT  

WHEREAS, Wales has a long, proud tradition of staunchly supporting the 2nd Amendment of the United States 

Constitution, and 

WHEREAS, the Wales  supports and promotes safe and responsible gun ownership rights of residents across the State of 

New York, and 

WHEREAS, in the wake of the evil, heinous actions against defenseless persons at Tops Market in Buffalo, the New York 

State Legislature, after that terrible tragedy seized the opportunity to rush through 10 new laws that are meant to erode the 

right of legal gun owners and punish the legal & legitimate businesses in the firearms industry, and 

WHEREAS, shortly thereafter, the Bruen Opinion was handed down from the United States Supreme Court striking down 

the restrictive nature of laws limiting and pertaining to Pistol Permits in New York, and 

WHEREAS, with the ink barely dry on New York's newest gun laws, the New York State Senate and Assembly, in 

response to the Bruen Opinion, rushed to pass S.51001 & A.41001 during an Extraordinary Session that essentially gutted 

the Second Amendment rights of citizens across New York State to carry their concealed firearm in public, and 

WHEREAS, the New York State Sheriffs' Association recognized, these new laws as "punitive licensing requirements 

that aim only to restrain and punish law-abiding citizens who wish to exercise their Second Amendment Rights", and 

WHEREAS, as Town Board members in the Town of Wales, we take an oath of office to uphold the Constitution and this 

a clearly a flagrant violation of the constitutional rights of our citizens, taking away their ability to protect themselves and 

their loved ones and creating a bureaucratic boondoggle that ultimately seeks to disarm our residents, now therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Wales Town Board is committed to pursuing all legislative and legal remedies, either alone or in 

concert with other like-minded municipalities, counties and organizations, to overturn this assault on our Constitutional 

rights and, RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to all Erie County local governments with hope that we can 

join to overturn these wrong-headed laws. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to Honorable Governor Kathy 

Hochul, Honorable Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Honorable Senate Minority Leader Robert Ortt, 

Honorable Speaker of the Assembly Carl E. Heastie, Honorable Majority Leader of the Assembly Crystal People-Stokes, 

Honorable Minority Leader of the Assembly William A. Barclay, and the Western New York Delegation and Erie County 

Executive Mark Poloncarz and the Erie County Legislature, The Association of Towns, and New York State Conference 

of Mayors.   

Motion # ___ by Supervisor Howard, second by Councilman Butcher approving the Resolution in Opposition to New 

Gun Laws. 4 aye 0 noes  Carried 

2.Sign permit for South Wales Vol. Fire Co. request for led lighted sign 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH: 

Town of Wales Codes Chapter 200.Zoning 200-55 Signs. (2) B Districts(c) “All illuminated signs shall require approval 

of the Town Board, which reserves the right to establish special conditions.” Also: 

Town of Wales Codes, Chapter 200.Zoning 200-55 Signs.  D. Limitations 

 (3) No animated, flashing, scrolling or electronically controlled signs shall be 

 permitted. [Amended6-11-2012byL.L.No.2-2012]  

 South Wales Fire Co. agrees to the following stipulations for sign at 6406 Olean Road, 

 South Wales, NY 14139: 

• NO SCROLLING 

• NO FLASHING 

• DIGITAL SIGN DISPLAY STATEMENT PAUSE, THEN ANOTHER STATEMENT 

Motion # ___ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher approving the South Wales Fire Co. the the led 

lighted sign with the special conditions in the aggreement .   4 aye, 0 noes  Carried 

3. Request surplus equipment for the 1996 trailer, hydraulic tank&gear drive from the old broom setup 

RESOLUTION REGARDING SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
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 WHEREAS, the Highway Commissioner has advised that the 1996 trailer, hydraulic tank and gear drive 

pump utilized with the old broom is no longer needed and therefore is surplus equipment, and WHEREAS, the 

determination of surplus equipment is required by the Town Board and the disposition of the same,  

NOW, THEREFORE, be it 

 RESOLVED, the Town Board does hereby determine the 1996 trailer, hydraulic tank and gear drive 

pump from the old broom set up is surplus equipment that is no longer needed by the Town, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the disposition of the equipment shall be by public auction as determined by the 

Town Supervisor. Duly adopted this  11th day of October, 2022. 

Motion # __moved by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher approving,  surplus equipment for the 

1996 trailer, hydraulic tank & gear drive from the old broom setup.   4 aye, 0 noes  Carried 

COMMUNICATIONS:  

-November 8th Town Board Meeting will be in South Wales the Court House on Emery Road, due to the 

Community Center in Wales Center  being used for election 

-Councilman Gawronski asked if the board could go into to executive session for a pesonnel issue Enter at 7:38pm till 

7:51pm  

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT HEADS:    

Building Inspector/C.E.O.  Town Clerk /Tax Receiver  Highway Superintendent  all Recieved & filed   

Historian -Veterans ceremony  November 11th at 11am luncheon at Fire Hall for veterans immediately 

following ceremony.  Also if  Sally Davis can be appoited as Deputy Historian 

Motion#__by Councilman Venditti and second by Councilman Butcher apponinting Sally Davis as Deputy 

Historian.   4 aye, 0 noes  Carried   

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: 

Councilman Venditti- Cemetery Committee- Request from Evegreen Cemetery for stone and grading,   

REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
Checs to hand out from ARPA funds to South Wales Fire Co., the Girl Scouts and Wales Center Fire Co.  

SECOND COMMENT:  

Dori Calone Hunters Creek Rd – With regards to the Commuinty Block Grant funds or  COVID funds, I had 

suggested several meetings ago that we purchased those blue and white signs from the Fire Depts with residents 

house number, for every household in Wales Center fire at the cost of $20 each and South Wales $10. I went 

out several times for different things for petitions, signatures, we couldn't find the houses we couldn't figure out 

who lives where and that was frustrating . The fire Compines could be looking for someone who's having a 

heart attack and they can't find them. If those signs saved one life, it would be worth every penny we spent. 

Ann Jost (Actions International Attorney) I just want to say that I spoke with Phyllis  the town prosecutor today,  

she has assured me that upon receiving a letter from me that she is going to dismissed. In fact, the judges asked 

her to dismiss it also. Your Planning Board approved it, it’s either  going to be an antique mall, or it's going to 

be an empty, wasted building. The special use permit, has been done in a timely manner, your not followings 

your own town code.  If your want to respect the town prosecutor and you're building inspectors who is sitting 

heren he has no objection to the antique mall. I'm again, begging you approve the antique mall.  
REVIEW AND ACTION ON SUPERVISOR’S MONTHLY REPORT:  

Motion#___ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher , approving the Supervisor’s monthly report of  

September 2022 the transfer on page 2.   4 aye, 0 noes  Carried      

REVIEW AND ACTION ON TOWN CLERK’S MONTHLY REPORT:  

Motion #__ by Councilman Butcher, second by Councilman Venditti, approving the Town Clerk’s monthly report for 

September 2022, as presented. 4 aye, 0 noes  Carried 

ACTION ON GENERAL FUND BILLS:  

Motion# _ by Councilman Gawronski, second by Councilman Butcher, approving General Fund bills, abstract # 010, 

voucher #304-341 total amount $90,638.99    4 aye, 0 noes  Carried           

ACTION ON HIGHWAY FUND BILLS:  

Motion #__ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Butcher, approving Highway Fund bills, abstract # 010, 

voucher #114-128  total amount $ 16,860.59  4 aye, 0 noes  Carried 

ADJOURNMENT:  In Memory of: Nancy Taber, Cesarina, Marianne Wesolowski & Bernard Filozof    
With no further business at hand, motion duly made by Supervisor Howard and seconded by Councilman Butcher to 

adjourn the meeting at 7:54 pm 4 aye, 0 noes  Carried  

Respectfully submitted,  Melinda Eaton  Wales Town Clerk  
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