
 

   

TOWN OF WALES  MINUTES 

December 14th, 2021 

     * Attendees are requested to follow current Erie County and CDC Covid-19 requirements. 

The 13th meeting of the Wales Town Board was held on the 14th day of December 

2021 at the Wales Community Center, 12345 Big Tree Road, Wales Center, New York. The 

meeting was called to order by Supervisor Rickey Venditti at 7:03 pm EST  

ROLL CALL:       Taken at public hearing 

Present:  Supervisor Rickey Venditti  

Councilman Gerald Klinck  

Councilman Kyle Barry  

Councilman Donald Butcher  

Councilman Dan Driver  

also present: Attorney Ronald Bennett,  and  (11) residents whose names are on 

file.  Walter Rachiel Building Inspectors and reporter Shelly Ferullo from the 

East Aurora Advertiser 

INVOCATION: led by Councilman Donald Butcher  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: led by Councilman Gerald Klinck 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: MOTION # ___ by Councilman Dan Driver, second by 

Councilman Gerald Klinck, approving the agenda as presented.  CARRIED  

ADOPTION OF MINTUES: MOTION # ___ by Councilman Don Butcher, second by 

Councilman Gerald Klinck, approving the minutes as presented.  CARRIED                                                             

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 

Request to enter into Executive session to discuss new Highway Employee I.U.O.E.   

MOTION#____ was made to enter Executive Session at 6:50 by Supervisor Rickey Venditti 

and second by Councilman Gerald Klinck. ended at 7:02pm  

OLD BUSINESS 

1.American Rescue Plan Act, (ARPA) funding. 

Supervisor Rickey Venditti  asked Wally if the equipment has arrived, he said yes they are 

work on it now at the fire hall. The Wales Center is still working on their losses. Supervisor 

Rickey Venditti said South Wales Fire Co. services both communities, and I have spoken with 

Jim Bach from East Aurora on this and they still working on how they are going to handle the 

ARPA funding. Also, the Girl Scouts did send a request for lost funding by the Iroquois Girl 

Scouts, Wales Troop #30266. I have contacted the Troop Leader to correct an error on the 

request and supply another year’s which they did from 2017-2018-2019 so we can use the data  

as an average. I also think we should ask Town Attorney Ron Bennett to create a signed 

agreement as we do for other donations when we distribute these ARPA funds. Ron said he 

will create that agreement. 

 2.Town Highway Employee’s IUOE, Local 17 contract negotiations. 

Supervisor Rickey Venditti said we did have executive session earlier to discuss their 

counteroffer. Attorney Ron Bennett will notify the Union with our response. 

3. Application received for Special Use Permit to operate a self-storage facility located 

at 6421 Olean Road. 

Supervisor Rickey Venditti stated the public hearing was held before this meeting and we have 

received a response from Erie County on this propose project, their comment was to maintain 

the rural character of the community. The Planning Board’s commented on the retention pond, 

be too close to the road. Wally Rachiel stated the setback does meet town code. We do need to  

establish the Town as the lead agency on this project. 

A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE DECLARATION AS LEAD AGENCY 

WHEREAS, Michael Rupp has submitted an application of a Special Use for property 

located  a 6421 Olean Road, South Wales, New York 14139 for proposed Self-Storage 

Facility; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR 617.4, the proposed project has been identified by the 

Town of Wales as unlisted action, upon the determination of significance based upon 

impact which may be reasonable expected from the proposed action; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Wales is duly qualified to act as Lead 

Agency for environmental review of the project; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT, 



 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Town of Wales hereby declares itself as Lead 

Agency for SEQRA review purposes and hereby determines that the proposed action is a 

unlisted Type  action; and it is further 

RESOLVED, that this determination shall become effective thirty (30) calendar days 

from the dates hereof; and it is further 

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is directed to give this notice to the involved agencies 

of the Erie County Health department, New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation, New York State Department of Transportation, and the Erie County 

Department of Environment & Planning. 

      MOTION # ___by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Daniel Driver 

approving the Town Board of the Town of Wales is  Lead Agency for environmental review 

of the project.  CARRIED            

The Supervisor stated the project, will need to seat for thirty days. He asked Ron Bennett if he 

could you start preparing a draft of this S.U.P., something similar to the other storage facility in 

town. Asked the board to start thinking about any special conditions that might be needed for 

this project. Ron Bennett: Is it totally encompassed with a fence? Ricky: Is it totally encompassed 

with a fence? Rupp Attorney Yes, it is.  There is a gate at the entrance and a fence around the 

entire perimeter. They haven’t specified yet, they might want to do something ornamental toward 

the front and I’m assuming a chain link fence toward the back and the sides.  Make sure it’s not 

red or green it needs to be ecstatically pleasing.  Ron: The county mentioned that southbound on 

the highway to east Emery.  Is the fence is going to be there for any kind of barrier for the benefit 

of all residents there? Will the fence be ok? Ricky: Do you know what type of fence is being 

proposed? Rupp Attorney: No, not currently. Ricky: Maybe have to make a special condition? 

Maybe a privacy type fence. Ron: We are going to have to know what they propose. Dan: There’s 

no greenery on the outside, just wondering if it could act as a fence? Rupp Attorney: along the 

east Emery Road? Dan: yeah. Rupp Attorney: It’s going to slope down significantly.  It’s the 

natural topography.  Ron: Will the fence be on the boundary line? Rupp Attorney: On the plan 

there is a certain Buffer Zone, from the edge of the parcel where the fence will be located, Emery 

Road side.  Ricky: some type of berm of some kind or we can request vegetation. Let us know 

what Mr. Rupp is going to do there to make it more appealing and less intrusive to the residents 

around there. Ron: if the developer wants to suggest something we will put it under 

consideration. Rupp Attorney: So to that point Mr. Supervisor, the planning board brought that 

up about green shrubbery or natural barriers that’s the other option rather than putting in a 

privacy fence something along the lines of green shrubbery, so it will be a natural barrier.  Dan: 

Along the lines of lighting, are they going to be security lighting, are they going to be on all the 

time? Are they going to be turned off at certain hours? The buildings will all have down lighting   

and at the entrance. That will all be covered in the special use permit. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1.Presentation on proposed project for property at 12713 Big Tree Road, (former Girl 

Scout camp). 

The owners were present at the workshop meeting about their ideas for the property no 

special use permit has been submitted. 

2.Request to approve the Town of Wales Fund Balance Policy. 

The State auditor requested that it would a good thing to create a fund balance policy and  

have it in place. Rae Hoxsie and Kelsey from Dresser and Malecki have been working on 

one. Supervisor Rickey Venditti  said everyone has had time to review it  and asked if any 

board member had any question. Councilman Gerald Klinck said it liked good.  

MOTION # ___by Councilman Gerald Klinck, second by Councilman Daniel Driver 

approving the Town of Wales Fund Balance Policy.   CARRIED            

3. Request to approve the Town of Wales procedure for filling vacancies. 

Councilman Gerald Klinck and Councilman Kyle Berry have been working on a standard 

policy to fill a vacancy, it goes step by step of procedures. The Town Clerk will post the 

position in the official newspaper, interested applicants submit a letter of intent and resume 

to the Town clerk in a hard copy form within 30 days, after that the applicant will be 

interviewed within 14 days.    

MOTION # ___by Councilman Dan Driver, second by Councilman Gerald Klinck  

approving the Town of Wales standard procedures for filling vacancies.  CARRIED            

4. Resolution to approve Town of Wales 2022 agreement with Drescher & Malecki for 

accounting services. 

RESOLUTION FOR ACCOUNTING 

 WHEREAS, Drescher & Malecki LLP has submitted an Agreement for the year 2022, and 



 

 WHEREAS, the Agreement sets forth the professional fees for the services outlined in the 

Agreement, and 

 WHEREAS, the services provided by Drescher & Malecki LLP have been very satisfactory 

for a long period of time providing accounting services to the Town, and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it 

 RESOLVED, the Town Board does hereby approve the terms and conditions as set forth in a 

letter dated November 1, 2021, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is authorized to sign the Agreement on behalf of the Town, 

and be it further 

 RESOLVED, the Town Clerk is directed to send the letter of approval to Drescher & Malecki 

LLP. 

MOTION # ___by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Daniel Driver 

approving the  agreement with Drescher and Malecki for accounting services for 2022. 

CARRIED            

5. Resolution to approve Town of Wales grant agreement with the Erie County Office 

of Agriculture. 

RESOLUTION FOR AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF ERIE  

REGARDING MUNICIPAL FUNDING 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Wales is proceeding with an update of the Town of Wales 

Comprehensive Plan, and 

 WHEREAS, the County of Erie has approved a Twenty Thousand Dollar ($20,000.00) grant 

to the Town of Wales to assist in the payment for the updated Comprehensive Plan, and 

 WHEREAS, the County of Erie has submitted and requested a Intermunicipal Agreement 

between the County of Erie and the Town of Wales setting forth terms under which the 

County will pay to the Town under the Agreement an amount not to exceed Twenty Thousand 

Dollars ($20,000.00), and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has carefully reviewed the Intermunicipal Agreement and finds 

the terms acceptable to the Town, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it 

 RESOLVED, the Town of Wales Town Board does hereby approve the terms and conditions 

of the Intermunicipal Agreement and authorizes the Supervisor to sign the Agreement on 

behalf of the Town of Wales, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Agreement contains Exhibits A, B, C and D which Exhibits set forth 

terms of agreement for the awarding of the comprehensive grant, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, the Town Clerk is directed to forward a scanned, digital version of the signed 

Agreement to Sarah Gatti. 

MOTION # ___by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Daniel Driver 

approving the Intermunicipal Agreement between the County of Erie and the Town of 

Wales. CARRIED            

6. Resolution to approve Town of Wales inter-municipal highway shared services 

agreement with Erie County. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AGREEMENT FOR 

HIGHWAY SHARING SERVICES 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Wales has participated in the annual Highway Shared Services 

Agreement, and 

 WHEREAS, a Highway Shared Services Agreement has been proposed which would be 

binding without the necessity of annual approval, and 

 WHEREAS, such Agreement does provide each municipality to revoke its participation in 

the Agreement therefore providing a termination of the Agreement,  

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it 

 RESOLVED, the Town of Wales Town Board does hereby agree to enter into the Inter-

Municipal Agreement set forth in the Highway Shared Service Agreement attached hereto as 

Exhibit A, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is authorized to enter into the Agreement on behalf of the 

Town, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, the Town Clerk is directed to provide a certified copy of the Agreement to the 

Erie County Association of Highway Superintendents. 

MOTION # ___by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Daniel Driver 

approving to enter into the Inter-Municipal Agreement set forth in the Highway Shared 

Service Agreement. CARRIED            

 



 

7. Request to procure new computer for Supervisor.  

Supervisor  Rickey Venditti said this laptop is for the new Supervisor, it is a budget item. 

Nick Fofero from WNY Net Works has a quote from Dell, which off state bid for a price of 

$1468.02, would like the new Supervisor to have his own laptop up and running by the first 

of the Year.    

MOTION # ___by Councilman Don Butcher, second by Councilman Daniel Driver 

approving the new laptop from Dell at a price of $1468.02  CARRIED                    

8. Request to reappoint Conservation Board Chairperson. 

MOTION # ___by Supervisor Rickey Venditti, second by Councilman Daniel Driver 

approving the reappointment of Joan Kiecher as chairwoman, to the Conservation Board for 

a four-year term. CARRIED                    

9. Discuss Town opposition to County Executive Covid related mandates. 

Supervisor Venditti said some of the neighboring towns are against this, they have 

submitted resolutions to the County opposing these mandates. Board members ask the town 

attorney to write up a resolution, more against taking away home rule. Councilman Don 

Butcher said when do these executive order’s stop coming, when is this going to end. 

Attorney Ron Bennett will work on a resolution. 

10. Request to cancel scheduled December 28th, Town Board year-end close-out 

meeting.  

MOTION # ___by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Gerald Klinck to 

approve cancelling the December 28thclose out meeting. CARRIED                    

11. Approval to authorize Supervisor to make any necessary transfers to balance 

accounts for 2021. 

MOTION # ___by Councilman Kyle Barry, second by Councilman Daniel Driver approving 

the authorization to the Supervisor to make any necessary transfers to balance all accounts for 

2021.  CARRIED                               

12..Approval to authorize Supervisor to pay 2021 bills from 2021 funds prior to the 

closing of books. 

MOTION # ___ by Councilman Gerald Klinck, second by Councilman Kyle Barry, approving 

the authorization to the Supervisor to pay 2021 bills from 2021 funds prior to closing of the 

books.    CARRIED            

13. Approval to submit Supervisor’s Annual Report for 2021 as the annual report filed 

with the N.Y.S. Audit and Control.  

MOTION # ___ by Councilman Gerald Klinck, second by Councilman Donald Butcher, 

approving to submit the Supervisor’s Annual Report for 2021 as the Annual Report filed with 

the New York State Audit and Control.        CARRIED 

14. Request to designate person or persons to sign and cosign checks as of 01/01/2022. 

MOTION # ___ by Councilman Gerald Klinck, second by Councilman Donald Butcher, 

approving the designated persons to sign and cosign checks as of 01/01/2022 Timothy Howard 

and Rickey Venditti along with Town Clerk Melinda Eaton and Deputy Town Clerk Pat 

Owczarzak CARRIED 

15. Approval of all Town appointed positions to remain in effect until the 2022 

organizational meeting. 

MOTION # ___ by Councilman Gerald Klinck, second by Councilman Donald Butcher, 

approving all appointed positions for the town  to remain in effect till the organizational 

meeting on January 9th, 2022. CARRIED 

16. Request from Bookkeeper that all Departments Heads submit 2021 invoices for 

payment no later than January 15th, 2022. 

MOTION # ___ by Councilman Gerald Klinck, second by Councilman Kyle Barry, approving 

that all department’s submit 2021 invoices no later than the 14th of January 2022. CARRIED 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

The new 2022 calendar for town board workshops and Board meetings  

The Planning Board does have two open positions, the town clerk will post the positions in the 

East Aurora Advertiser and the procedure to apply for the positions.  

DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Town Clerk, ,Building Inspector/CEO & Highway Dept: Rec’d & filed  

 

 

 



 

COMMITEES:  

 Water- Councilman Dan Driver said he received the results today of the well sampling from 

the New York State Department of Health, 20 wells and 2 sample kits were mailed,18 near 

agricultural and 4 near cemeteries. They couldn’t present today but sent the findings. 

The findings found that coliform was detected in the wells, it’s common in shallow wells most 

coliform bacteria is harmless. The other findings were that 2 wells did detect  E. coli and fecal 

matter, too close to their septic that’s a resident’s issue they should have their wells tested  

annually, but it’s only required when you sell a house. They said we have very hard water and 

extremely high levels of iron. 11 wells out of the 20 wells did have a disinfecting system, so 

residents are aware of these issues. They didn’t detect arsenic in any of the results and also the 

Wales Protection Study, that the agricultural run-off there had no nitrates found in any of the 

well testings, that would be fertilizer leaking and things like that. Then again, the wells tested 

were specifically picked by Mr.Winkley that could have issues, but they don’t, this was the last 

part of the water protection plan (testing the wells). The recommendations were to encourage 

homeowners to  routinely test their wells and for homeowners to learn proper procedures to 

maintain a well. To close out this study there is a checklist, and we will add links to all the 

educational websites for residents specifically for maintenance of wells and septic systems on 

the town website. Planning Board Member Mark Gaston who also works for the Erie County 

Soil and Water suggested adding links for the county labs who do well testing and other 

educational links to help residents. He stated that Erie County Quality Coordinating Committee 

has funded and has funded in the past septic symposiums, which is basically a workshop for 

private landowners on proper maintenance.    

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 

S Wales fire Co had their elections- we have a new Vice President Brenda O’Connor and all 

the other positions stay the same. 

Wales Center Vol. Fire- the new life pak arrived, they are working on it. Rickey Venditti 

said please have them review the invoice and also write a letter stating that they received it 

and everything is working, and submitted the invoice to the town. 

SECOND COMMENT  

Rae Hoxsie wanted to thank Rickey Venditti for all his years of service, he also wanted to 

thank her for her service also. 

Supervisor Rickey Venditti wanted to thank Councilman Gerald Klinck for his 15 years of 

service and Councilman Dan Driver for his 6 years of service. 

Welcome the new Supervisor Tim Howard and Councilman Jeff Gawronski 

REVIEW AND ACTION ON SUPERVISOR’S MONTHLY REPORT: 

MOTION # _______by Councilman Dan Diver, second by Councilman Kyle Barry, 

approving the Supervisor’s Report for the month of November with the transfer on page 2.

                                 CARRIED 

REVIEW AND  TION ON TOWN CLERK’S MONTHLY REPORT: 

MOTION # ________ by Councilman Don Butcher, second by Councilman Dan 

Driver, approving the Town Clerk’s Monthly Report for the month of November 2021 as 

presented. CARRIED 

ACTION ON GENERAL FUND BILLS:  

MOTION # ____ by Councilman Gerald Klinck, second by Councilman Donald 

Butcher, approving General Fund bills, abstract # 11, voucher # 381-427  total  amount 

$70,358.19 CARRIED  

ACTION OF HIGHWAY FUND BILLS:  

MOTION # _________ by Councilman Gerald Klinck, second by Councilman 

Daniel Driver, approving Highway Fund bills, abstract # 11, voucher #139-157 total amount 

$21,328.67  CARRIED  

ADJOURNMENT:  

No further business at hand, motion duly made by Supervisor Rickey Venditti  and seconded  

by Councilman Gerald Klink to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 pm 

IN MEMORY: Norma Bugucki who was the Court Clerk in Wales for many years. Also 

Fredrick Lee who started back in 1979 on the Assessment Review Board till 1999, than 

Planning Board to present and also resident David Ruchalski     

Respectfully submitted,    

Melinda Eaton   

Wales Town Clerk  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  


