
 

 

Town Board Minutes of July 12th 2022  

The 7TH meeting of the Wales Town Board was held on the 12th day of June 2022 at the Wales Community Center, 

12345 Big Tree Road, Wales Center, New York.  

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Tim Howard at 7:12 pm EST.  

   ROLL CALL:                 Supervisor Tim Howard  aye 

Councilman Kyle Barry  aye 

Councilman Jeff Gawronski aye 

Councilman Rickey Venditti aye 

Councilman Donald Butcher  aye    

present: Attorney Ronald Bennett, Building Inspector, Highway Superintendent (9) Residents whose names are on file.   

INVOCATION: led by Councilman Butcher 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: led by Councilman Gawronski  

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  MOTION # _____by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Gawronski, 

approving the agenda with the addition to item #5 under new business. Carried ayes-5  noes-0    

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  MOTION # ____ by Councilman Barry, second by Councilman  

Butcher, approving the Town Clerk’s minutes of June 14,2022  Carried  ayes-5  noes-0    

PUBLIC COMMENTS:    

Dori Carlone Hunters Creek Road- With regards to the old business, my concern is on the special use permits that the 

requirements and enforcements in our town don’t seem to be equally enforced as required.  It bothers me to have some 

businesses jump through hoops and other businesses seems they don’t have to.  It all has to be the same for everyone.  

Why do we have selective enforcement and permits?  If a permit is valid for one business, it must be valid for all.   

There were several examples where certain people and certain businesses were required to get seven building permits 

and where constantly harassed by bullies, where other people seemed to build a whole house without a building permit.  

I believe it has to be fairer for everyone, residence and businesses, not just businesses.   

Doug Serfornsky  I think having two meetings a month is the right thing to do. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1.Auctions International Application amend Special Use Permit to convert rear warehouse to antique 

mall 

Supervisor Howard stated we did hear back from the Erie County Planning, with no recommendations. The Planning and 

Conservative boards still have not met, due to scheduling conflicts. This will remain as old business. Councilman Venditti 

asked Ron Bennett to guide him through this, when an applicant files a special use application, they have to say what they 

want and we put it in that special use permit, if the board approves it. If it’s no in the special use permit, it’s not allowed 

correct Ron- yes. The purpose of our town code book is to define what is allowed is the town correct? Ron yes, its’ our 

governing document. Rick- we need town codes, so everyone is held to the same rules if it’s not in the code it’s not 

allowed, correct? Ron- it depends on what the use is. Supervisor Howard - I don’t believe that is an accurate statement. 

Rick – well this is our town attorney say that I can’t argue with that.  Tim- well it doesn’t say we can’t chew gum in town. 

Rick well within reason.  We currently have two separate special use applications from Auctions International in front of 

us, they are potential violators like many others in town. how do I request the code enforcement officer to possibly check 

on special use permit violations or town code violations regarding storage containers, Car sales, unregistered vehicles, and 

report back to the board? Ron Bennett – you request your code enforcement to do that if that’s what you wish him to do. 

The town enforcement officer has an obligation to make sure that all the town codes are complied with. Rick wants to 

make a motion to ask Wally to check the property for any violations, of town code or special use conditions like 

unregistered vehicles, all vehicles might be New York State inspection, the permit approved 10 vehicles in the parking lot 

or 10 vehicles within the confined area and container laws in town and report back to the board these are the conditions 

the applicant agreed to and signed off on. Wally – I will after I inspect the property, not after court, I will report to the 

board. Tim- asked the judges if they had any conflict in hearing any cases brought before them, and they both said they 

don’t. Councilman Butcher- Wally if you need any assistance with this let us know, we just want this squared away. Rick 

– We want it to be successful and a showplace, but we need to treat everyone fairly. 

2.Auctions International Application to amend Special Use Permit to build 5 new buildings 

 Supervisor Howard said that it was tabled and sent to the board of appeals and for clarification rather than the code 

being referred to an individual building or a totality of all the buildings on the property.  The ZBA board meeting isn’t 

until July 20th so it should remain tabled until we hear back from them.  David Newman said that the process of the 

zoning board is the first meeting is a workshop, at that workshop the zoning board will be asking all parties involved 

questions with regards to the interpretation and everyone will be able to chime in on the interpretation also and the next 

meeting is a public hearing according to our town code.  I, the zoning board clerk, also notify the planning board and 

will give their advisory opinion on this interpretation to the zoning board.  The zoning board will have the public 

hearing, they can make a decision that day or they can put it off for up to 62 days after the hearing has been closed.  

Councilman Venditti says that it was not the intent getting the ZBA involved to address the need for a variance of 

50,000 square feet and not the definition of the law. Ron Bennett  said was I will at that meeting.  Councilman Venditti 

said what’s going to happen now is that you still have to go back for the variance to seek the 50,000 square 

feet, that’s not the intent of the motion at the last board meeting.  Supervisor Howard said I believe it was the 

intent that we send it for an interpretation.  Councilman  Venditti said that no, Ron specifically said the variance for the 

50,000 square feet, he would write the request of the ZBA. It’s in the minutes.  Councilman  Gawronski said we had a 

motion that is surprise to me to basically declined that request.  Which would of basically put back with Wally, ok, then 

Russ could of just filed for a variance. Councilman Rickey said with the ZBA it was clean and legal. Councilman  

Gawronski said that it is what we were shooting at the beginning.  We were moving into this what the definition of a 

facility was.  In all fairness there was no way you could of covered that in the minutes.  Mindy Eaton said the final  

motion, that was first, second, and then voted carried was the interpretation.   



 

 

** Councilman Venditti said can we go back to Auctions International, I have one last question. Supervisor Howard 

said go ahead.  Councilman Venditti said the five new buildings and I’m going to ask this of Russ, answer please, you 

have told you were going to do two buildings for vendor use and three buildings for self- storage.  That is what you told 

me I think in the parking lot after the last meeting.  Russ said my intention is to use them all as necessary to survive and 

pay my taxes, why would you limit me as to what I would use inside a building? Councilman Venditti said you are 

taking this all wrong.  Russ says no your wrong.  Councilman Venditti you’re stating your permit for vendor self-

storage, is it for vendor usage or self-storage? Russ says both.  Councilman  Venditti says if it’s self-storage then I’ll 

ask the town attorney do we need to amend his permit to start allowing self-storage, because you don’t have a self-

storage facility yet, I’m on your side on this one. We need to add that one to the SUP for self-storage. Ron Bennett said 

it’s for five buildings. Councilman Venditti said yes, the use of the property he is going to use it as self-storage like 

Thunderhill.  Supervisor Howard says right after the buildings are approved or not. Russ said include it. Five days a 

week we are self-storage and two days a week they are a flea market.  Councilman Venditti said you are going to open 

it up as a self-storage to the public like Thunderhill?  So do we need to amend the permit also to include it.  Ron 

Bennett says that should amend the application.  Councilman Venditti said yes, but it’s not.  Ron Bennett asks if applies 

to the code ? Councilman Venditti said it’s for self-storage and vendor use and it doesn’t say nothing about outside 

public self-storage.  Ron Bennett said in our defense, if it’s code, if it lies within the code we can deal with the code, ok, 

five buildings- Ron I have not seen the application. Councilman Venditti says oh, ok.          

3. Appointment for Zoning Board of Appeals member 

Supervisor Howard said the public notice for the position was July 14th the deadline for filing.  **Please see 

Old Business #2 for more comments that were made in this section by Councilman Venditti.  

Dave Newman says one second Supervisor,  I would like you to meet, Ed Wilkolaski the new zoning board 

chairman.  Supervisor Tim Howard said Congratulations, good timing, the appointment for the new zoning 

board of appeals member and I was explaining that the 14th is the deadline for the filing of the application, we 

have thus far only received one, Councilman Barry said he was already interviewed he applied for two 

different boards positions. Supervisor Howard said we have two more days for any additional applications, 

the rule is to the town clerk and then will be interviewed.  Councilman  Butcher said can I make a motion 

conditional to appoint under the condition,  if that no other applications are received by the 14th that he will be 

appointed on the 15th, if there aren’t other application that come in.  I make a motion at this time that 

additionally that other providing it’s conditional until the 15th, providing no other applications are received by 

the 14th.  Town Clerk by the close of business on the 14th.  Councilman Don Butcher yes by the 14th.  Ron 

Bennett said if that’s what you want …Councilman Don Butcher said no the close of business on the 14th is 

my motion.  Ron Bennett said ok.   

MOTION#__ by Councilman Butcher and second by Supervisor Howard to make a conditional appointment 

to Paul Borden, if no one else applies for the position before the end of business on July 14th   Councilman 

Barry said I will speak with Paul on the 15th and interviewed again, that is if no one applies. Carried  

 Carried 5 aye, 0 noes 

4. Update on purchase of 2023 Kenworth Dump Tuck  

Supervisor Tim Howard said the Highway Superintendent Mike Zywar received another request for an 

increase of $5,800 to purchase the new town dump truck.   

MOTION#__by Councilman Venditii and seconded by Councilman Butcher approving the additional 

increase of #5,800.00 for the new town dump truck.   Carried 5 aye, 0 noes 

NEW BUSINESS 

1.Highway Superintendent request to attend Fall Conference   

MOTION#_ Councilman Venditti and seconded by Councilman Gawronski approving the Highway 

Superintendent to attend Fall conference at a cost not to exceed $1100.00, this was a budgeted item. 

Carried ayes – 5 noes – 0 

2.Request from Judges to investigate the possibility of the Court House connecting to the Aurora water line   

 Mike Zywar who oversees building and grounds said he will continue making calls to the water authority to    

determine what would be involved and the cost.    

3.Open Area Development for Kevin Carroll at 11394 Warner Hill Rd 

This was originally received as request to add additional property while meeting with the zoning board it was 

suggested that he apply under an open area development.  It is to my understanding that everything that needs 

to be done has been done, except the board approval to allow him to cut out three acres of his twenty-five 

acres and then make plans to build another home but he still needs to get another building permit.  Supervisor 

Tim Howard states the This was originally received as request to add additional property while meeting with 

the zoning board it was suggested that he apply under an open area development.  It is to my understanding 

that everything that needs to be done has been done, except the board approval to allow him to cut out three 

acres of his twenty-five acres and then make plans to build another home but he still needs to get a building 

permit.  Supervisor Tim Howard states the motion as accepting the decision of the planning board as 

recommending approval to accept his application of an open area development to develop his parcel with a 

new home.    

MOTION#___by Councilman Butcher and seconded by Councilman Gawronski, accepting the decision of 

the planning board for recommending approval and to accept his application for the open area development, 

to build a new home.  Ayes – 5, noes – 0.  Carried  

 



 

 

4.Town Awarded $10,000 by Erie County Legislator Joseph Lorigo for Community Center Improvements  

Supervisor Howard stated we could possibly use the money for the courthouse water line, we should see if  

Any other projects could also be considered. Mike will investigate further.          

5. Discussion on monthly workshops and town board meetings 

Councilman  Gawronski wants to make a motion to go to two board meetings a month unless they don’t think it is 

necessary.  Supervisor Howard askes that maybe the second meeting be a workshop. I would prefer that if we do have a 

second meeting that it be scheduled as a work session rather than prior to the meeting.  Supervisor Tim Howard said the 

motion was for two regular board meetings a month.   

MOTION#__by Councilman Gawronski and second Councilman Venditti to have two regular board meetings a month. 

Ayes – 2, noes – 3 Councilman Butcher and Barry and Supervisor Howard -noes  Failed 

Second MOTION#___by Councilman Gawronski  and second by Councilman Venditti for the second meeting be a 

workshop instead of a board meeting.  Carried Ayes – 5, noes – 0.  

Supervisor Howard said that will start in September.    

COMMUNICATIONS:   

Supervisor Howard -James Krum is a Wales Resident who owns JW Asphalt Maintenance donated restriping the town 

hall lot along with the town park lot at a cost of $1250.00   a big thanks for the great job 

Received letter from the County Comptroller that sales tax for June and July is 35% less than anticipated.  

Started working with Bookkeeper- Kelsey on the 2023 budget calendar  

Received notice that the second payment of ARPA funds totaling $154,563.63 should arrive soon.  

Councilman Venditti- The Kiwanis night out in the park was a successful event the band, food trucks and great weather,   

and thank Dori and John Carlone for The Sgt. Rademacher Park sign dedication ceremony    

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Received- Highway, Building Inspector and Town Clerk    

SECOND PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

Dori Carlone – I only have one comment and It’s to my understanding, please correct me if I’m wrong that 

other businesses have been held to the 50,000 square foot law that is in our Town code.  They stayed under 

the 50 because they were not allowed to go over based on their SUP and based upon the town code.  So if 

there are exceptions for Auctions International then there needs to be exception for the other businesses or 

there will be carte blanche concerning the 50.  If you allow them to go over the 50 and we don’t let them go 

over it we are in a lot of trouble. Supervisor Howard explains that we are waiting for the explanation from the 

zoning board of appeals for the interpretation.   

Gregory Moe  Big Tree Rd (next to the post office)  stated that the State redid the road last year I had an issue 

with the apron, it’s about two inches over.  I have a bump over my driveway to get down.  The state decided 

to redo the crosswalk in front of the house.  They dug it out deeper and creates an accumulation of water.  He 

has an issue with the sign right in the middle of my front yard.  Mike Zywar has reached out to the state.  

Supervisor Tim Howard suggested to reach out to the State Assemblyman or the Senator, it’s a state issue.  

REVIEW AND ACTION ON SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:   

MOTION # ___ by Councilman Butcher, and second by Councilman Venditti, approving the June Supervisors Monthly 

Report with transfers.  Carried ayes-5 noes-0       

REVIEW AND ACTION ON TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:  

MOTION # ___by Councilman Butcher second Councilman Barry, approving the Town Clerk’s monthly report for 

June 2022 as presented. Carried ayes-5 noes-0       

GENERAL FUND BILLS:  

MOTION # ____by Councilman Barry, second by Councilman Venditti, approving payment of the 2022 General Fund 

Abstract # 007 voucher #199-228 total of $120,540.39  Carried ayes-5 noes-0       

HIGHWAY FUND BILLS:  

MOTION # __ by Councilman Venditti, second by Councilman Barry, approving payment of the 2022 Highway 

Abstract # 007 voucher #076-088 total amount $10,810.34    Carried ayes-5 noes- 0                   

ADJOURNMENT:  

Motion#__ by Councilman Butcher and seconded by Councilman Venditti to adjourn the meeting in memory of Edward 

Trawinski, Darrell Stroh, Aubrie Colkitt, Ryan McCutcheon, Ronald Tucholski and Marylin Witkop at 7:52 pm  

Carried ayes-5 noes- 0     

Respectfully submitted,  Melinda Eaton, Wales Town Clerk    


