
 

 

 WALES TOWN BOARD MEETING 

Minutes of February 8th, 2022 

Face masks and Social distancing 

The 2nd meeting of the Wales Town Board was held on the 9th day of February 2022 at the Wales Community 

Center, 12345 Big Tree Road, Wales Center, New York. 

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Tim Howard at 7:10 pm EST 

ROLL CALL Supervisor Tim Howard 

Councilman Donald Butcher 

Councilman Jeff Gawronski 

Councilman Kyle Barry 

          Councilman Rickey Venditti 

Also present: Attorney Ron Bennett and Building Inspector Walter Raichel,  (10) residents whose names are on 

file.   

INVOCATION: 

led by Councilman Donald Butcher 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

led by Councilman Jeff Gawronski 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

MOTION # ___ by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Rickey Venditti approving the 

agenda. CARRIED 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: 

MOTION # ________ by Councilman Jeff Gawronski, second by Councilman Don Butcher approving the 

Town Clerk’s minutes of January 11th 2022.  CARRIED 

Public Comment:  

Mark Gielter’s – Spoke about the special use permit for 6421 Olean Road, why proper procedures were not 

followed in the beginning and believes town code 200-26 is also not being followed. 

Dori Carolone Spoke on the guidelines for the milage policy.  

Eve Ulrich  My two points are not on the agenda. They are two quick, one is on the water situation, the water 

study. Asked about minutes on website, the website had been down from mid-Dec till mid Jan.    

OLD BUSINESS: 

1American Rescue Plan Act, (ARPA) funding. 

Supervisor Tim Howard said Ron Bennett has drawn the agreement for any recipient receiving funds from the 

town for the American Rescue Plan. Any comments or questions has the board had time to review, we can 

approve it or would the board like to review further.  Also received the figures form the Wales Center Vol. Fire 

Company, with losses and comparisons. Please review we can discuss at the next meeting. 

Already have the Girl Scouts, and South Wales Fire.   

Board agrees to approve the agreement. 

AGREEMENT FOR CORONAVIRUS LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUNDS 
    TOWN OF WALES 

   12345 Big Tree Road 

   Wales Center, New York 14169 

  hereinafter referred to as “Recipient”, and 

  hereinafter referred to as “Subrecipient ”. 

  WHEREAS, the American Rescue Plan Act adopted on March 11, 2021, established 

Coronavirus local fiscal recovery funds which is to be administered by the Town of Wales, and 

            WHEREAS, the Recipient compliance and reporting responsibilities under the Local Fiscal 

Recovery Fund (hereinafter referred to as “LFRF”) program should be in concert with the award terms and 

conditions and other regulatory and statutory requirements, and 

           WHEREAS, the Subrecipient has applied for the LFRF program, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

             1.Proposed Award: 

 2.General Guidance:    Recipients are responsible for ensuring the LFRF award funds are not used for 

ineligible purposes, and there is no fraud, waste or abuse associated with their LFRF award.  Swift and 

effective implementation is vital, and recipients must balance facilitating simple and rapid program 

access widely across the community and maintaining a robust documentation and compliance regime.  

Transparency and public accountability for the LFRF award funds and use of the funds are critical to 

upholding the program integrity and trust in all levels of government and such funds must be managed 

consistent with the administrative guidance. 

3.Statutory Eligible Uses:    As a Subrecipient of a LFRF award, the organization has substantial 

discretion to use the award funds in the ways that best suit the needs of the Town’s constituents, as long 



 

 

as such use fits into the statutory category to respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency or its 

negative economic impacts. 

4.         Eligible and Restricted Uses of LFRF Funds:    As a Subrecipient of an award under the 

LFRFprogram, the Subrecipient is responsible for complying with requirements for use of the 

funds.  The Treasury’s Interim Final Rule establishes a framework for determining whether a 

project “responds to” a “negative economic impact” caused by the COVID-19 public health 

emergency. 

5. Eligible Costs Timeframe: the LFRF funds may be used to cover eligible costs that the 

Subrecipient incurred during the period that begins on March 3, 2021, and ends on December 31, 

2024, as long as the LFRF funds are expended by December 31, 2026.  The Treasury’s Interim 

Final Rule gives recipients broad latitude to use the funds for the provision of government 

service to the extent of reduction in revenue.  Any funds not obligated or expended for eligible 

uses by the timelines set forth herein must be returned to the Treasury including any unobligated 

or unexpended funds that may have been provided to subrecipients and contractors. 

6. Reporting: The Recipient must submit one initial interim report, quarterly or annual project 

and expenditure reports which include subaward reporting, and compliance with providing more 

detail around LFRF reporting requirements. 

7. Uniform Administrative Requirements:  A general summary of the Recipient’s compliance 

requirements under applicable statutes and regulations includes the following: 

a.  Allowable Activities:  The Recipient must review the program requirements including 

the Treasury’s Interim Final Rule and the Subrecipient’s Award terms and conditions, 

to determine and record eligible uses of the LFRF funds.  The Recipient must develop 

and implement effective internal controls to ensure that funding decisions under the 

LFRF award constitute eligible uses of the funds and document determinations. 

b. Allowable Costs/Cost Principles:  Allowable costs are based upon the premise that a 

Recipient is responsible for the effective administration of Federal awards, application 

of sound management practices, and administration of Federal funds in a manner 

consistent with the program objectives and terms and conditions of the award.  The 

Recipient is responsible to implement robust internal controls and effective monitoring 

to ensure compliance with the Cost Principles, which are important for building trust 

and accountability. 

c. Reporting:  The Recipients and Subrecipients must complete financial, performance 

and compliance reporting as required and may be reported in a cash or approval basis 

as long as a methodology is disclosed and consistently applied.  

MOTION # ________ by Councilman Jeff Gawronski, second by Councilman Don Butcher 

approving the Agreement for Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds. CARRIED 

2 Town Highway Employee’s IUOE, Local 17 contract negotiations. 

Supervisor Tim Howard asked Attorney Ron Bennett if it’s been finalized, his said not yet. 

3 Application received for Special Use Permit to operate a self-storage facility located at 6421 Olean Road. 

Supervisor Tim Howard said, Ron Bennett has supplied the board with a draft special use permit, has the board 

reviewed, any comments or additional special conditions needed,  if the two parcels have been merged, need to 

add lighting to the special conditions, would the board like to approve with that addition of lighting 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

 Pursuant to Article VII of the Zoning Code of the Town of Wales, a Special Use Permit is hereby 

granted by the Town Board of the Town of Wales in accordance with the following: 

  APPLICANT: SELF STORAGE EAST EMERY ROAD 

     Attn:  Michael Rupp  

7654 Hunters Creek Road, Holland, New York 14080 

  PREMISES:  6421 Route 16, South Wales, New York 14039 

  CODE:  Zoning Section 200-5 – Business District 

  USE:   Self-Storage Facility 

  Additional conditions and safeguards are deemed necessary by the Town Board to implement the 

purpose and intent of the Special Use Permit.  This permit is contingent and subject to the following: 

1.CODE REQUIREMENTS:  Full compliance with all sections of the Wales Code as presently codified or as 

may be amended from time to time. 

2.APPLICATION AND PLANNING BOARD:  Subject to all plans and specifications submitted with the 

application, recommendations of the Planning Board and additional conditions and terms as adopted by the 

Town Board. 

3. VIOLATION:  Any violation of the provisions of the Permit or any other applicable law, code, rule or 

regulation of any government or department shall subject this Permit to suspension or revocation in the 



 

 

discretion of the Town Board. 

4. AMENDMENT:  This Special Use Permit is subject to amendment or modification by the Town Board in its 

sole discretion for compliance with subsequent laws, rules and regulations for the permitted uses. 

 This permit is contingent and subject to the following Special Conditions: 

1.Premises:  The facility will be located on two adjacent lots totaling 3.9 acres.  The lots must be combined into 

one lot.  The applicant shall provide a copy of the combined deed recorded in the Erie County Clerk’s Office. 

2.Signage:  Signage will be permitted under Section 200-55(11), which sign shall be a maximum of thirty-two 

square feet located a minimum of five feet from the property line of Route 16.    

3.Conformity with Master Plan:  The specific use as a self-storage facility is permitted in the opinion of the 

Town Board, upon recommendation of the Planning Board being similar in nature to specific permitted uses. 

4.Traffic and Parking Limitations:  Access from the facility will be directly to Route 16.  There will be four 

parking spaces. 

5.Fencing:  The entire area encompassing the self-storage project shall be enclosed with a perimeter fence. 

6.Aesthetic Impact:  The south line of the project is South Emery Road with residential properties.  An 

ecological barrier shall be planted and maintained on the north side of East Emery Road. 

7.Short Environmental Assessment Form:  The subject property is treated as an Unlisted action.  The applicant 

has submitted a Short Environmental Assessment Form.  The Town has determined that the subject use shall not 

have a negative impact on the area. 

8.Agencies:  The subject project must comply with all Special Use Permits provisions,  the New York State 

Department of Transportation, the New York Department of Environmental Conservation and the Erie County 

Health Department. 

9. ADDED-Lighting:  All lighting shall be confined to within the subject property of the storage units.  No 

lighting shall extend outside the storage premises which would in any manner effect the use and enjoyment of 

adjoining properties.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT:  The undersigned as applicant for this Special Use Permit does hereby acknowledge 

receipt of a copy of this Permit and agrees and accepts the provisions herein.  The applicant further 

acknowledges that a violation or breach of any covenants, provisions or conditions of this Special Use Permit 

will result in suspension or revocation of this Special Use Permit.  The undersigned agrees to all terms and 

provisions of this Special Use Permit as herein stated or as hereafter may be amended. 

MOTION # ________ by Councilman Jeff Gawronski, second by Councilman Don Butcher approving the 

Special Use Permit with the addition of item#9 for lighting.  CARRIED 

4. Application received for Special Use Permit to house horses at 6841 Olean road. 

Supervisor Tim Howard stated that the Planning Board had their meeting January 26th the board approved with 

conditions, 1.Waste removal plan be in place.2.Determine how far the neighbor (Mark Gielter’s) well is from 

the animal waste site from the animal waste site. Board decided to wait to call for a public hearing, till the 

Conservation Board reviewed the application an make their recommendations.  

5Application received for Special Use Permit to house goats at 12768 Warner hill Road 

Supervisor Tim Howard stated The Planning Board had their meeting January 26th the board approved with no 

conditions. The Board decided to wait to call for a public hearing, till the Conservation Board reviewed the 

application an make their recommendations.  

6.  Resolution in regard to Erie County overtime paid throughout the Covid pandemic. 

     The Town Board decided to not to move forward with this resolution, this will be dropped from the agenda  

7. Resolution in regard to Erie County Executive’s covid related mandates. 

RESOLUTION FOR TOWN GOVERNMENT 

TOWN OF WALES 

WHEREAS, administrative divisions of New York include the units of government that provide local services 

in the State of New York, and  WHEREAS, town government is one of the administrative divisions, and  

WHEREAS, the New York State Legislature, under the New York Constitution, is the only body that could 

create governmental units within the state, and WHEREAS, New York State has granted broad Home Rule 

powers enabling towns to provide services to their residents and to regulate the quality of life within their 

jurisdiction while adhering to the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of New York 

including Article VIII (titled “Local Finances”) and Article IX (titled “Local Government” but commonly 

referred to as the Home Rule Article) of the State Constitution establishing the rights and responsibilities of the 

municipal governments, and WHEREAS, the New York State Constitution provides for democratically elected 

legislative bodies for towns granting the power to enact local laws as needed and to provide services to their 

citizens and fulfill their various obligations, and WHEREAS, there are 932 towns in New York State serving 

forty-six percent of state residents living in a town but outside of a village, and WHEREAS, since 1964, all 

towns, regardless of classification, have had the same legal powers as were once available only to towns of the 

first class, and  WHEREAS, the Town Board determines policies and legislation that affects the resident of the 

town providing local services, and WHEREAS, the administrative divisions of New York above the towns 



 

 

exercise its power by imposing matters such as the control of business and the populous of the town including 

restrictions for Covid, NOW, THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Wales 

does hereby assert its power as an Administrative Legislative Body for its citizens as follows: 

We, the members of the Town Board of the Town of Wales, New York do hereby proclaim our opposition to 

the abuse, overuse and overreach of the use of Executive Orders in the form of mandates by the Erie County 

Executive, Mark Poloncarz, and the New York State Governor, Kathy Hochul. 

The Town Board is of the opinion that such Executive Orders seriously erode the Municipal Home Rule Law in 

Article IX of the New York State Constitution.  It is our opinion that as a Town Government, being one of the 

Administrative Divisions of the State of New York, we have the role and obligation to educate and facilitate, 

not mandate. These Executive Orders and Mandates ignore the responsibility of elected officials from the Town 

Boards.  The people of the towns are denied the use of the voices that their elected officials provide them and 

this needs to stop. Local elected officials know their constituents and listen to them.  They know better than 

some County Executive or Governor who has never been to a Town meeting.  While it may seem a “one size 

fits all” mandate is warranted, no one can justly make that decision without the input of those affected by it. 

We respectfully ask that the County Executive and State Governor cease and desist what may be seen as 

arbitrary and capricious Orders and return authority to the duly elected officials of the Town of Wales. 

RESOLVED, a certified copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the Office of the Governor of New York State, 

Office of the County of Erie Executive and the State Assemblyman representing the populous of the Town of 

Wales. MOTION # __by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Jeff Gawronski approving the 

resolution and the Town Clerk  to forward  certified copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the Office of the 

Governor of New York State, Office of the County of Erie Executive and the State Assemblyman representing 

the populous of the Town of Wales.  CARRIED  Councilman Kyle Barry vote No against the Resolution  

8  Review benefits of Wales Town Board members to utilize Town owned laptop computers. 

Supervisor Tim Howard said after discussion at the workshop, after looking at other towns and the number of 

views for virtual meeting is very minimal, the amount of work and money involved would not be a good used of 

these funds. We could always revisit this but for now, will dropped from the agenda. 

9. Digital sign permit request received for Trank Real Estate at 6495 Olean Road. 

LETTER OF AGREEMENT 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH:Town of Wales Codes Chapter 200.Zoning §200-55 Signs. (2) B Districts(c) “All 

illuminated signs shall require approval of the Town Board, which reserves the right to establish special 

conditions.” Also:Town of Wales Codes, Chapter 200.Zoning§200-55 Signs.  D. Limitations 

(3) No animated, flashing, scrolling or electronically controlled signs shall be 

permitted. [Amended6-11-2012byL.L.No.2-2012] Gordon L. Trank, agrees to the following stipulations for 

sign at 6491 Olean Road, South Wales, NY 14139: NO SCROLLING,NO FLASHING AND DIGITAL SIGN 

DISPLAY STATEMENT PAUSE, THEN ANOTHER STATEMENT 

MOTION # __by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Jeff Gawronski approving the 

signed agreement with Gordon Trank to follow the guidelines of the agreement set forth. CARRIED 

10. Update on interviews for Planning Board positions/appointments. 

Councilman Jeff Gawronski and Rickey Venditti  interviewed the two candidates that applied.  

MOTION # __by Councilman Rickey Venditti, second by Councilman Jeff Gawronski approving Dan Driver 

and Gerald Klinck to the Planning Board, each position is a four-year term. CARRIED 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1.Town Clerk request to expend funds to renew Williamson Law Book Co. computer software support 

contract.  

MOTION # __by Councilman Rickey Venditti, second by Councilman Donald Bucher approving the renewal 

of Town Clerk’s computer software support contract with Williamson Law Book Co. in the amount of $792.00.    

CARRIED 

2.Code Red  for town residents, under state of emergency using  (ARPA) funding. 

Supervisor Tim Howard said we are waiting for more information  

3.Request from Town Clerk to use (ARPA) funding to update and redesign the town website. 

Supervisor Tim Howard said WNYNET Works who we are under contract with, has submitted a price to update 

and redesign the website. It seems to be a necessary expense as this time to make in operational, since it has 

when down several times in the last few months. This was budgeted for in the 2022 budget.  

MOTION # __by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Rickey Venditti approving WNYNET 

Works to update and redesign the website at an amount not to exceed $8975.00. this was budgeted for 2022.    

CARRIED 

Councilman Rickey Venditti said he is seems like it could fall under the ARPA funds, he will look into.  

4.Update on the approval of Erie County Ag & farmland protection land 

Mark Gaston said that we submitted for a County Grant to assess the town and hiring a consulted for the 

Farmland Protection Plan. The County administrations requested a kickoff meeting, so Supervisor Howard and 



 

 

myself are trying to set up a meeting. I started putting together a draft scope for services which will turn into a 

request for a proposal submitted to qualify consultant planners to solicit bids for completing the work. I’m in 

the process of putting together some names that were of interest especially in the Agricultural community that 

might be interested in participating in a steering committee.  Some from the Planning Board members and one 

name from the Zoning Board that might be interested in compiling a list. Hopefully, we can get a RFP to you 

for approval and out to bid. Supervisor Tim Howard said once that is set up you can share it with the members 

of the Board and anyone who is appropriate to include in this meeting.    

5.Request from Building Inspector to update NYS uniform code and the 

Attorney Ron Bennett needs to investigate this further, to see what the next step would be, we will table this. 

6.Clarification of Town Mileage policy 

Dropped, no further discussion need  

COMMUNICATIONS: 

-Supervisor Tim Howard received a call about how great the Town roads were compared to the County Roads 

-Mike Zywar was wondering if the board was interested in approving a resolution sponsored by Senator Patrick  

Gallivan. 

-Councilman Rickey Venditti wanted to thank the Fire Company’s for handling the fire on 20A this weekend.  
Appreciated all the fireman how volunteer 

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Bldg. Inspector: Rec’d & filed Highway Dept.: Rec’d & filed Town Clerk:  Rec’d & filed 

REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS:  

S.Wales Fire Co – Had their installation Dinner and was out of service Saturday, for that big fire on 20A 

SECOND INVITATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

Brenna Gawronski  Question on employee Health insurance from the  November 13th, 2018 Town Board 

minutes.  

Doris Carlone  About an injured deer on her property called the DEC, referred me to a lady in Lockport. Her 

full-time job is to come and pick up injured deer and rehab them.   

NO SUPERVISORS REPORT   

VIEW AND ACTION ON TOWN CLERK’S REPORT: 

MOTION # ______by Councilman Donald Butcher, second by Councilman Rickey Venditti approving the 

Town Clerk’s monthly report for Feb 2022 as presented. CARRIED                                          

 MOTION # ______by Councilman Donald Butcher will only approve with the removal of a milage voucher, 

second by Councilman Kyle Barry approving payment of the 2022 General Abstract # 002 voucher #009-040 

total amount $70,549.01   CARRIED                                                                     

MOTION # ______ by Councilman Rickey Venditti, second by Councilman Donald Butcher approving 

payment of the 2022 Highway Abstract # 002, voucher #001-013 total amount $7445.92  CARRIED 

ADJOURNMENT: 

MOTION # _  Supervisor Tim Howard, second by Councilman Don Butcher to adjourn the meeting at  

 7:52pm         CARRIED 

IN MEMORY OF: Betty Penfold, John Musty and Ruth Donnelly 

   Respectfully submitted, Town Clerk Mindy Eaton 


