
RESEARCH TO
PRACTICE

2022

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: AUGUST 29, 2022

The Center for Innovation (formerly CIDCI) invites submissions of
research by students to improve the architecture, engineering, and
construction industry.

$5000 in total awards will be made to individuals or teams.



38%
finance growth
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INVITES YOU
The Center for Innovation & Shadow Ventures

The Center for Innovation (formerly CIDCI)
invites all interested parties to its
inaugural Research to Practice Initiative. 
 
This project is jointly organized and held
with the venture capital firm, Shadow
Ventures and their annual conference,
Shadow Summit. 

A live virtual showcase event for this
project will take place in conjunction with
Shadow Summit, October 6-7, 2022.

SHADOW VENTURES

Shadow Ventures is a venture capital
firm that works with startups that
innovate in the built environment.  

NOTE: 
Entrants to this initiative are not
expected to provide proof of
commercial viability as part of their
entry.

Presentation at the Shadow Summit
is not a guarantee of investment or
venture capital funding to advance
any idea that is submitted. However,
chosen finalists will have the
opportunity to showcase their ideas to
key industry leaders and decision-
makers.

Center for Innovation

The Center for Innovation is a non-
profit organization that serves as a
catalyst to improve the built
environment and inspire innovation.
We seek to develop stronger
relationships with academia to solve
critical challenges in the (architecture,
engineering, and construction (AEC)
industry. 

We believe that new ideas, especially
from students, will accelerate
creativity and help society grapple
with vexing issues in the built
environment. We challenge today’s
students to think forward, toward
2050, and be inspired by the
opportunity to make a positive social
impact with their solutions. 
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STUDENTS
Calling all 

The Center for Innovation and
Shadow Ventures invites
individuals and teams from
universities to present
research outcomes to a
“wicked problem” within the
AEC industry. Submissions
from any research team, from
any university in the world,
will be considered. 

�5000

Shadow Ventures and the
Center for Innovation will
award $5000 in prize money for
submissions following the
presentations at the Shadow
Summit.  Subject to the
decision of the jury, this prize
pool may be divided among
submissions or awarded to a
single entry.
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CHALLENGE
The

The AEC industry embraces technology and innovation at all stages of
construction projects: design, construction, and facility operations. “Out of
the box” thinking, to tackle industry challenges is also expanding as
industrial construction.  Industrialized Construction has been defined as
advancing the construction process by employing mechanization and
automation. Within the next decade, many believe that the majority of
buildings will be built employing industrialized construction techniques. 

This new way of building will, it is hypothesized, create better working
conditions for those in the industry, lower prices to satisfy a shortage of
affordable housing globally, and respond to environmental challenges
including climate change.

There are several intents behind the promotion of industrialization of
construction, such as increasing labor productivity, substituting labor-
intensive processes with machines, fast-tracking the rate of construction,
commissioning new projects more quickly, reducing costs, lean
construction, incorporating augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality (VR),
and improving overall quality.

The Center for Innovation believes it is imperative that industry, academia,
and government unite to help ensure architecture, engineering, and
construction (AEC) programs align to create a paradigm shift for the built
environment.

The Center for Innovation invites submissions by teams whose research
outcomes are on the path to technology transfer or ready to be evaluated
in a practical setting (e.g., a real construction site, company, or a project
setting). outcomes that aim to improve architecture, engineering and
construction and facility management Whether these research outcomes
are directly implemented in industrial construction settings or not, you are
welcome to join this challenge. Research and product development may
include, but is not limited to: BIM, robotic solutions; digitalization and/or
data integration; Artificial Intelligence (AI) solutions; Augmented Reality
(AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) solutions.

NOTE: The list above is not comprehensive and we encourage
submissions that can, in any way, improve the AEC industry.
Submissions with a "proof of concept" will have an advantage. We
especially seek submissions with a working prototype or a
submission on the path toward tech transfer.
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RULES
Entry

Submission teams must include one
or more faculty advisors

Submissions may be made by one or
more students

Submissions are limited to
undergraduate or graduate students
enrolled at an accredited college or
university anywhere in the world

IMPORTANT DATES

NOTE: Submissions must include the names
of all participants on the entry form.

MAY 23 Call for submission released

Slide deck deadline. See details below. NOTE: Submissions must
follow the template provided.  Failure to follow the template may
result in disqualification.

AUG 29

Up to 5 teams will be invited to present at the Shadow Summit. 
 Selection of these teams to be made by the Board of Directors of
the Center for Innovation.

SEP 9

Mandatory one-hour presentation rehearsal for selected winning
teams, 7:00- 20:00 PST.  Teams will receive feedback on their
submission that should be incorporated into their final
presentation. Any questions from the jury will be shared with
teams at this time. 

SEP 21

Live presentation (in person or virtual) at Shadow Summit
conference in Asheville, NC. OCT 6/7

Disclaimer: The Board of Directors of the Center for Innovation reserves the right to interpret the rules of the competition. 
The Center for Innovation Board members: Stuart Eckblad, Zig Rubel, Dean Reed, Troy Thompson, Semiha Ergan, Patricia
Tillman, Rebecca Snelling, Tuyet Le, KP Reddy, Angel Dizon, Marina Roelofs, and Kristine Kenney

AUG 26 Registration deadline
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SUMBIT
How to 

Deadline for submissions: 

August 29, 2022

Submissions must include:

PDF of a PowerPoint slide deck

Separate PDF of at least one Student
ID

Presentations should be no longer
than 10 minutes (students should time
their presentation to not exceed this
amount of time)

You may include embedded video
links in your presentation

RULES
Additional

All submissions are final

Submissions will be evaluated only on
the requested materials (do not send
additional information)

Decisions of the Center for Innovation
Board of Directors are final

There is no submission fee

centerforinnovation.org

Summit Via:

Deadline for registration: 

August 26, 2022

Participants must register prior to
submission on our website:
centerforinnovation.org

By submitting an entry, entrants warrant that the submission is their original work, does not infringe
upon copyright law, and that they have permission to publish the material.  Entrants, by virtue of their
Submissions, agree that the Center for Innovation may use their Submissions for all reasonable
purposes and can utilize a Submission for purposes of publication and/or any other noncommercial
purpose. All entrants will be credited for the use of their submission materials for any purposes related
to this project, publication, or any non-commercial purpose. 
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PRESENTATION
Preparing your

What to Include:

Slide 1: TITLE
- Name of Your Project
- Name(s) of school(s) involved

Slide 2: TABLE OF CONTENTS
(Problem/Vision/Solution/Innovation)

Slide 3-7: PROBLEM
Create urgency by describing why this problem needs to be
addressed NOW
- What? Describe the problem you are solving
- Why?  Detail why it matters, use data
- Why now? Why does this need to be addressed now?
- Where is the gap in research?
- What is your point of departure?

Slide 8-10: VISION 
- What’s the big idea?
- What technologies (if any) are you using? (i.e., components that play
a critical role in your vision)
- Is there evidence that the technology that the vision relies on is
mature?

Slide 11-17: SOLUTION
- Research overview
- How solution works
-  Be sure to back up statements with data and evidence (there is
strength in numbers)
- Is there an opportunity for technology transfer?
- How well is the proof of concept working?
- Include any demo videos

Slide 20: INNOVATION
- How is your idea innovative?
- Condense your pitch to a simple yet powerful sentence

Slide 21: FINAL SLIDE (Used for publicity materials)
- Name of your project
- List all team members and email contact information
- List advisor
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OCTOBER 6/7
Live event on 

Presentation Structure:
Total Presentation Length: 70 Minutes

Welcome (2 min)

Opening presentations (50 min = 5
presenters at 10 min each)

Moderated discussion between
presenters + audience Q&A (10 min)

Winners announcement (3 min) 

EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR SUBMISSIONS

Data. 
Was real data used? 

10 PTS

30 PTS

20 PTS

30 PTS

10 PTS

Innovation. 
Has this solution ever been done before?

What is the capacity for technology transfer and/or was a
prototype developed?

Validation. 
How well did the team validate and explain their research?

Do industry professionals consider the submission topic to
be an industry problem? 



QUESTIONS?
Contact Margie O'Driscoll

hello@centerforinnovation.org


