
TWENTIETH EDITION MARCH 2021



2   WOMEN’S MONTH ISSUE: We Make Change Work for WomenTAUMBAYAN TO THE RESCUE



March 2020 3MARCH 2021

Philippine Business for Social Progress (PBSP) is the country’s 

largest business-led NGO and operates at the nexus of corporate 

citizenship, sustainable development, and poverty reduction.. 

Established in 1970, PBSP remains a consultant and partner of 

choice of companies and donors.

PBSP scales up impact by adopting the Collective Impact strategy to 

solve large, complex, systemic problems. PBSP organizes Platforms 

for Collective Engagements (PlaCEs) to ensure alignment and 

sustainability of initiatives by multiple stakeholders.

Responding to the changing landscape of CSR, PBSP’s brand of 

corporate citizenship taps into the core business competencies of 

companies and promotes inclusive business as  a strategy. PBSP 

also continues to strategically engage companies through social 

investment, responsible business practices, and philanthropy.

PBSP creates sustainable solutions to societal problems in its core 

program areas which are Health, Education, Environment, and 

Livelihood and Enterprise Development. It also provides off-the-

shelf options for engagement of companies and their employees.

With a proven track record, PBSP provides end to-end services 

in development consulting which include project and grants 

management, events and backroom management.

ABOUT THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY LOGO

The 50th Anniversary logo of PBSP symbolizes the Foundation’s 

five decades of uplifting lives. The color blue embodies the business 

sector while the green circle symbolizes the community we serve. 

The golden human-shaped-swoosh inside the circle portrays the 

individual for whom and with whom PBSP dedicates its mission.
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The COVID-19 pandemic affected the 
lives of Filipinos all over the country. 
As a result, calls for immediate 
support to the most distressed 
sectors such as the poor and the 
homeless were raised to help them 
cope with quarantine and social 
distancing measures.

PBSP partnered with various groups 
and individuals in conducting efforts 
to respond to this COVID-19 crisis. In 
the following pages, we share with 
you some stories of how we assisted 
the vulnerable communities.

UNITED TO
FIGHT COVID-19
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UNITED TO FIGHT
COVID-19

Status of donation and fundraising campaign 
for COVID-19 assistance

TOTAL DONATIONS

TOTAL DONATIONS

OUR REACH

₱131,122,084.48

CORPORATE DONATIONS INDIVIDUAL DONORSIN-KIND DONATIONS

₱75,904,767.82 ₱15,992,293.52₱39,225,023.14

121,470 families in urban poor 
communities in Luzon, Cebu, and 
Marawi supplied with food and 
vegetable packs

7,292  meals provided to urban 
poor communities 

5,640 sets of meals provided 
to 14 local government units 
and health facilities

U N I T E D  T O  F I G H T  C O V I D - 1 9
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620 farmers in Batangas, Benguet, 
Bulacan,  Camarines Sur, Cebu, 
La Union, Nueva Vizcaya, Rizal, 
and Tarlac assisted through the 
purchase of fresh vegetables, fish, 
rice, and dressed chicken

90 patients and staff in 
Manila City Delpan Evacuation 
Center provided with 3 meals 
per day

More than 400 
homeless individuals 
in 7 shelters provided 
with daily sustenance 
needs

350 Dumagat families in 
Polillo Island provided with 
175 cavans of rice

175 patients and staff 
in Quezon City Hope 
II quarantine center 
provided  with 3 meals 
per day

440 members of Teduray 
community in Sulran Kudarat 
provided with cash assistance 

14,225 hygiene kits donated 
to medium security of New 
Bilibid Prison, Quezon City local 
government units and Hope II 
quarantine center, and Barangay 
Isolation Centers in Cebu

567 displaced workers and 
staff of live productions and 
music events provided with 
cash assistance

9,475
face shields 

18,258 pcs 
of KN-95 masks

43,400 pcs 
of surgical masks

5,000 pcs 
of reusable mask

10,000 pcs 
of disposable 

gowns

10,794 pcs 
of reusable suits

2 pcs 
of  sanitation tents

49,650 
pairs of gloves

450 bottles
of liquid soap

560 gallons 
of alcohol

7,425
goggles

41,065 pcs 
of medical caps

18,650 pairs 
of shoe covers

2,000
bottles of 

multivitamins 

8 units 
of pulse oximeter

8 units 
of radial blood 

pressure

8 units 
of thermoscanners

10 units 
of industrial fan
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IN THE SPIRIT
OF BAYANIHAN
Working together to beat COVID-19

U N I T E D  T O  F I G H T  C O V I D - 1 9

W hen the national 
government imposed the 
enhanced community 

quarantine (ECQ) last March, people 
had no idea that it would last for several 
months. People thought that controlling 
the spread of the virus would only last for 
a couple of weeks. 

However, as the number of COVID-19 
cases continued to increase, both 
the national and local governments 
extended the community quarantine 
and imposed emergency laws and 
regulations to help contain the 
pandemic. 

As a result, people had to stop going 
to work, most businesses had to 
stop operations. Travel bans and 
restrictions were imposed. Few 
people could go out of their homes.

To help cope with the effects of 
the pandemic, there was a call to 
support the most distressed sectors 
such as the poor, the homeless, 
health workers, and frontliners.

SONGS OF HOPE
To raise funds for the relief operations 
and COVID-19 initiatives, the Philippine 
Business for Social Progress (PBSP) 
partnered with various groups and 
individuals in conducting efforts to 
respond to the COVID-19 crisis. One 
of the key efforts is the launch of 
Bayanihan Musikahan on March 19, 
2020 – an online campaign to raise 
funds and help vulnerable groups and 
communities. 
 
Bayanihan Musikahan is a campaign 
led by National Artist for Music, Mr. 
Ryan Cayabyab, which invited more 
than 100 artists to perform live and 
for free on Facebook or YouTube to 
encourage donations from the viewing 
public. Through the performances 
of the artists and the support of 
the public and various companies 
and organizations, the Bayanihan 
Musikahan campaign was able to raise 
Php131,122,084.48.

COLLECTIVE IMPACT
While the Bayanihan Musikahan 
campaign was raising awareness 
about the donation drive through the 
online performances of the artists, 
PBSP served as the main partner 
for raising, receiving, and disbursing 
funds. Several partnerships with local 
organizations and local government 
units were also formed to ensure that 
the assistance would reach those in 
greatest need.
 
In Luzon, the initiative partnered 
with the Samahan ng Nagkakaisang 
Pamilya ng Pantawid (SNPP), Caritas 

Manila, and ABS-CBN Lingkod 
Kapamilya through their Pantawid 
ng Pag-ibig campaign to deliver the 
relief goods to affected communities. 
 
In Visayas, the group worked with 
Ideas that Mobilize People to take 
Action in the Community Together 
(ImPACT) and Cebu City Alliance 
Church (CCAC) in providing food 
packs to communities affected by 
the province- and city-wide ECQ.

In Mindanao, the group partnered Al-
Mujadilah Development Foundation, 
Inc. and Maradeca, Inc. to distribute 
food packs to families living in 
vulnerable communities in Marawi. 

The business and private sector 
also supported the campaign. 
Companies and organizations such 
as Accenture, Aboitiz Foundation, 
Inc., AIA-Philamlife, Citi Foundation, 
Charities Aid Foundation of America, 
Coca-Cola Foundation Philippines, 
Davao International Container 
Terminal & Panabo Trucking Services 
through Balik Baterya Program, 
De La Salle Brothers Philippines, 
Dow Chemical Philippines, Inc., 
Elfa Shipyard Corporation, Felta 
Multi-Media, Inc., Fluor Daniel, Inc. 
– Philippines, Give2Asia, Global 
Ventures Company, Intellicare 
(Asalus Corporation), Industrial & 
Transport Equipment, Inc., Infomax 
System Solutions and Services, 
Inc., Mabuhay Vinyl Corporation, 
Mercury Drug Foundation, Inc., 
Oriental Port and Allied Services 
Corporation (OPASCOR), Pacific 
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Paint (Boysen) Philippines, Inc., Peace and Equity 
Foundation, Philippine Institute of Real Estate Service 
Practitioners, Inc. - Mandaue Chapter, Philippine 
Jesuits, PHINMA Group of Companies, Pilipinas 
Shell Petroleum Corporation, PLDT, Inc., Qualfon 
Philippines, Inc. through Balik Baterya Funds, QBE 
Group Shared Services Limited - Philippine Branch, 
Standard Chartered Bank, SGV Foundation, SyCip 
Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan (SyCip Law), Telstra 
Foundation Philippines, Inc., The Bookmark, Inc., UBS 
Securities Philippines, Inc., and the University of the 
Philippines Alumni Association in Geneva, Switzerland 
greatly supported the cause.

In-kind donations were also received from Conduent 
Philippines, Gameville Sportswear, Mabuhay Vinyl 
Corporation, McDonald’s Kindness Kitchen, Monarch 
Diversified Logistics, Inc., Monde Nissin Corporation, 
Mondelez Philippines, Odyssey Foundation, Inc., 
PLDT-Smart Foundation, Inc., Roxas Holdings, Inc., 
San Miguel Foundation, Unilever Philippines, Inc. and 
UnionBank of the Philippines. 

REACHING THE VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES
Through the donations raised and support of various 
organizations and partners, the initiative was able to 
reach vulnerable communities in Luzon, Visayas, and 
Mindanao.

Around 121,470 families in urban poor communities in 
Luzon, Cebu, and Marawi received food and vegetable 
packs. In Polillo Island, 350 Dumagat families were 
provided with 175 cavans of rice. 
Aside from the food and vegetable packs, around 7,292 
meals were distributed to urban poor communities. 
Health facilities and local government units also 
received 5,640 sets of meals to help support them in 
serving the people during the pandemic.
 
Cash assistance were also given to 440 members of 
the Teduray communities in Sultan Kudarat. Around 
567 displaced workers and staff of live productions 
and music events also received cash assistance to help 
them cope after losing their livelihood.
Several health facilities and isolation centers also 
received personal protective equipment and hygiene 
kits to protect patients, health workers, and frontliners 
from the virus. 

Even though the enhanced community quarantine 
has already been lifted and communities are adapting 
to the new normal, the work still continues in the fight 
against COVID-19. The spirit of bayanihan will continue 
to give hope and strength to Filipinos who are working 
hard to rebuild their homes and communities.
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Thank you 
for supporting our 
COVID-19 initiative



14   WOMEN’S MONTH ISSUE: We Make Change Work for WomenCHANGING COMMUNITIES14   WOMEN’S MONTH ISSUE: We Make Change Work for WomenTAUMBAYAN TO THE RESCUE

BECAUSE
YOU CAME
A farmer and dried fish seller’s stories of hope during the pandemic

W hen community quarantines 
were imposed last March 
due to the pandemic, people 

were asked to stay at home. People 
were only allowed to go out to buy their 
essentials. As the COVID-19 cases increased 
in the country, many businesses and 
establishments were forced to stop their 
operations, affecting the livelihood of 
thousands of Filipinos. People lost their 
jobs and sources of income.

To help those affected by the pandemic, 
Philippine Business for Social Progress 
(PBSP) partnered with Bayanihan 
Musikahan (BM) to provide livelihood to 
farmers and fisherfolks. By purchasing 
vegetables, rice, chicken, dried fish and 
other food products at a fair price, PBSP 
and BM were able to provide them with 
a steady source of income during the 
quarantine.

FARMERS WITH NO MARKET
When the community quarantine was 
first imposed, majority of the farmers and 
fishermen from the provinces had no idea 
how to sell their fresh produce. Transporting 
their goods from the province to Metro 
Manila became very difficult. Farmers had 
to resort to selling their vegetables at very 
low prices. Some of the vegetables had to be 
thrown away because the farmers couldn’t 
sell it. 

“Before the pandemic, life was not easy. But 
if you work hard, you will survive. When the 
pandemic happened, we were in shock. 
Tons of our vegetables were left to rot. We 
could not go out because we were scared 
to get infected. We were afraid that we will 
also get apprehended by the authorities. 
The personnel and students who used 
to work in packing vegetables lost their 
income because we stopped operations 
and we could not sell our vegetables,” 

shared Josefa Kidpalos, vegetable farmer 
in Buguias, Benguet.

Meanwhile, in Metro Manila, underprivileged 
communities lacked healthy food. Majority of 
the urban poor lost their jobs and sources of 
income and had difficulty providing healthy 
meals to their family. 

To address the situation, PBSP and BM 
tapped farmers and fisherfolks in Batangas, 
Benguet, Bulacan, Camarines Sur, Cebu, La 
Union, Nueva Vizcaya, Rizal, and Tarlac and 
bought their products. The fresh produce 
were used for the food packs distributed to 
the urban poor during the relief operations. 

Through PBSP’s experience working with 
communities, they were able to tap farmer 
organizations to help meet the demand for 
food packs needed for the relief operations.

“A coop talked to us, the COBASA Apay 
Farmer Organization. They said they 
needed vegetables for the relief operations 
in Manila. So, we began packing again. 
They bought all of it at a fair price. We were 
happy that we were able to sell our harvests 
and that it will be brought to Manila for the 
relief operations,” Josefa shared.  

THE ‘LUCKY’ TUYO
In Bulan, Sorsogon, fish dryers also needed to 
stop production and opted to stay at home. 
They feared that the virus could also spread 
in their town if they go out of their homes 
to earn money. But there were a number 
of fish dryers who braved the risk because  
they needed to earn money and feed their 
families. One of them was Ricargo Gliane, a 
seller of dried fish.

While selling his tuyo, a type of dried fish 
made from tawilis or tamban, Ricargo saw a 
truck pass by their place in Zone 6 in Bulan. 
Taking a chance, he offered to sell his tuyo to 

the people in the truck. As luck would have it, it 
was a BM truck and they were looking to buy 
dried fish for the relief operations.

“It was really luck that I approached them. 
Because of them, I no longer had to go 
elsewhere to sell my tuyo. I no longer had to 
spend money to rent a tricycle so I could sell my 
tuyo in other towns. I was really happy when 
they bought all my fish,” said Ricargo 
 
LIFE BEFORE THE NEW NORMAL
For the underprivileged, their day-to-day life 
has always been a struggle but they pushed 
forward to continue to thrive and survive. Even 
without the pandemic, the daily struggle for 
farmers and small business owners is how to 
get their investments back to pay the money 
they borrowed from local lending companies. 

Some of these farmers and small business 
owners would even approach loan sharks, 
more popularly known as 5/6, where you get 
a loan for the price of five and pay it with the 
price of six.

However, the pandemic made it even more 
difficult for the farmers and business owners 
to pay their loans.

“We earned bigger before the pandemic. 
Sometimes, we were even able to earn more 
when we are able to sell our vegetables at a 
higher price. However, when the pandemic 
started, we to give away our harvests for free. 
Transport was also limited in La Trinidad, 
Benguet because the drivers needed to go 
on quarantine. The money we borrowed for 
our capital was wasted,” shared Josefa. 

It was the same dilemma for Ricargo who 
had no idea how to earn money when the 
community quarantine was imposed.

 “Fish drying is the only source of income 
in our town. Our income depends on how 
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many fish is delivered for us to dry. Sometimes, you get more but 
sometimes, none. When it rains, business is dead. We learned to 
endure it, but with the current situation, how will we pay our loan 
and the people who help us in the production?” Ricargo said.

LIFE GOES ON
No one knows when the pandemic will end but  life goes on. For 
the farmers and fishermen, PBSP and BM’s initiative to provide food 
packs to the urban poor provided them with income and hope that 
they can still get back on track. 
 
“We are very happy that we were able to sell our vegetables again 
because PBSP and BM buy directly from us. When the Department 
of Agriculture through COBASA called us, we gathered all our 
harvests and sold it to them. It was really a big help because our 
children and the stranded students also earn money when they help 
us pack the vegetables. This way, the students who cannot go home 
to their provinces have money to buy their needs. With the help of 
PBSP and BM, we are now able to eat right. We also give out some of 
our excess harvests to our neighbors who lost their livelihood during 
the community quarantine,” Josefa shared.

For Ricargo, the day the BM truck arrived in their town, was the day 
they no longer had to fear starvation during the pandemic.

“It was around April or May, when they arrived here. We had long 
sunny days that time so we were able to dry lots of tuyo. It was really 
luck and I am so thankful I was there when they came and bought 
all our produce. We thought we will starve, but now, we even have 
chicken and meat during meals,” Ricargo added.   

A SIMPLE WISH
The pandemic caught the whole world unprepared and challenged 
the will of everyone to endure during these trying times. While there 
are people who worry about not being able to travel or attend social 
gatherings, there are poor families and small daily income earners 
whose wish is simple—for everything to go back to normal so they 
can work to have food on their table.

“Thank you so much to PBSP and BM. We would not have survived 
months of community quarantine if it were not for your help. If 
you did not come, we would have lost a lot. Our harvests would 
go to waste and some of us would have starved. We wish that the 
pandemic ends soon so we can go back to the mountains and plant 
vegetables again,” Josefa shared. 
 
PBSP and BM’s aim to engage local farmers and small business 
owners during the relief operations helped provide income to 
farmers and fishermen while providing healthy food to people in 
need.

“I hope this ends soon. Thank you! All the burdens in my chest during 
the community quarantine went away instantly. I thought I was 
going to get bankrupt. We were able to use the money from the sale 
of tuyo for months and I was able to pay the production helpers too. 
I am really glad that I was somehow able to help others because you 
came to help me,” Ricargo shared.
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STREET DWELLERS
TO FRONTLINERS

W hen the government 
ordered the enhanced 
community quarantine 

at the onset of the fight against 
COVID-19, street dwellers were 
among the most vulnerable 
individuals in society because they 
had no homes to return to. 

The Arnold Janssen Kalinga Center 
in Manila where they would go for 
food and hygiene needs had to stop 
operating.

“The barangay refused to see the 
value of what we were doing and 
instead said we are violating mass 
gathering. We opened it once, but on 
the 2nd day, the police were friendly 
at the beginning but eventually gave 
in to the pressure of the barangay 
captain. We were forced to stop even 
if there was food,” narrated Kalinga 
founder Fr. Flavie Villanueva.

Kalinga center was not just a 
feeding and hygiene center for 
the homeless, they also provided a 
holistic formation program to help 
individuals recreate their self image 
and restore their self worth.

“The beautiful thing is, among 
the beneficiaries who have come 
and gone, there are special people 
who decided that they would want 
to graduate from “lingap” and 
they would want to volunteer. We 
call them BeVolts or beneficiary 
volunteers,” said Fr. Flavie.

Upon the closure of Kalinga center, 
the homeless were taken in by 
various schools around Manila who 
provided them with a safe shelter.  
BeVolts were then assigned to serve 
as house parents to 8 different safe 
shelters caring for over 400 homeless 
guests.

34 year old Niño Constantino is 
in charge of the shelter in Malate 
Catholic School with 96 guests.  He 
said he went to Kalinga center during 
the lockdown as a beneficiary, not 
thinking that he would be given the 
responsibility to care for others.

“Sa akin naman, una talaga di pa 
ako ready pero kakayanin ko po. 
Naghahanap ako ng paghuhugutan 
ng lakas para sa mga taong 
nangangailangan. Bilang house 
parent, sa akin nakasalalay ang 
inventory of goods, repacking, 
pagpapakain. Sa akin nakaatas, ako 
ang pinaka tatay dito sa loob. Pag 
may mga problema inaayos ko,” he 
narrated.  

“Pag nasa kalsada nandoon ang 
temptation, naging addict ako, 
pagala-gala lang. Ang usual na 
ginagawa ng taong kalye, pag 
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nakakuha ng konting pera ibibisyo 
pa,” Niño added.

He sees this as a chance to redeem 
himself and prove to his family that 
he has changed, hoping that they can 
welcome him back into their home 
after the lockdown.

Also a house parent, 39 year old Roel 
Estrada started going to Kalinga center 
in 2017.  Volunteering has allowed him 
to graduate from high school through 
the center’s Alternative Learning 
System (ALS) program.

“Malaki ang nabago sa buhay ko kasi 
noong una hindi ako makauwi sa 
amin, kala nila habang buhay ganoon 
na ako. Buong barangay sa amin 
hindi natutulog pag umuuwi ako kasi 
binabantayan ako, ngayon hindi na 
ganon. Nakikita nila maayos na ako 
ngayon,” Roel shared.

As a BeVolt, he is in charge of 
delivering daily needs to various 
shelters and bringing those with 
medical conditions to the hospital.

“Masaya ako pag nakakatulong 
ako, lalo na pag nakakarinig ng 
salamat sa mga beneficiaries, na 
o-overwhelm ako ng husto,” Roel 
added.

At the College of St. Benilde where 
there are 64 guests, Lorena Fortu 
finds herself not just attending to 
their daily needs but imparting 
lessons she picked up from her own 
formation at Kalinga center.

“Sa totoo lang hindi ako handa sa 
naibigay sa aking responsibilidad 
pero sabi nga nila misyon so 
kailangan tanggapin at gawin.  
Ako ang tumutulong sa mga tao 
dito, tinuturuan silang makisama 

sa kapwa, magpasenya, gumalang. 
Although nahihirapan ako pero 
kinakaya ko naman po,” she shared.

She said the trust given to her 
allowed her to regain confidence 
in herself and in others despite her 
painful past.

“Nabago ang sarili ko kasi doon 
ako natutong humawak ng bible, 
natutong magdasal at bumalik ang 
tiwala sa sarili, lalo na sa panginoon 
na hindi ko sya kilala noon. Sa 
Kalinga, natutunan kong tanggapin 
ang pagkakamali ko at natuto 
akong magtiwala ulit sa tao at higit 
sa Diyos,” Lorena added.
  
Amid all the uncertainties, Niño, Roel 
and Lorena are living examples of 
a silver lining in the country’s fight 
against COVID-19.  
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THREAD
OF LIFE
A livelihood initiative for sewers
help protect poor families from COVID-19

W hen the national 
government imposed the 
enhanced community 

quarantine last March, it seemed like time 
stopped in Metro Manila. Businesses were 
forced to close. Families were confined 
in their homes. Health workers and 
frontliners were put at risk.

For small entrepreneurs like Marites 
Magturo of PINAGSAMA, Quezon City, 
the effect to her small sewing shop was 
detrimental. No sewing orders came in, 
which meant that there was no income 
for her and her three sewers. They had no 
work for three months. Coping became a 
difficulty.

INCOME FROM UPCYCLED 
FLOUR SACKS
The loss of livelihood for sewers was one of 
the concerns that the Philippine Business 
for Social Progress (PBSP) and Bayanihan 
Musikahan (BM) hoped to address 
through the Mask4AllPH initiative. By 
establishing face mask production hubs 
in urban poor communities, the initiative 
provided livelihood for sewers and free 
masks to urban poor families. 

Through the initiative, communities are 
capacitated to establish and manage 
their own production hubs to provide 
sustainable livelihood opportunities for 
their community members. Marites is one 
of the beneficiaries who was tapped to 
sew masks.

“The project helped us regain income little 
by little. Hopefully, this will continue for 
a long time. We are thankful to PBSP for 
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giving us livelihood during the pandemic,” 
shared Marites.

Marites and her three sewers are able to 
produce around 200 face masks every day. 
The facemasks are made from flour sacks 
donated to PBSP. Marites also tapped four 
additional sewers in their community to 
make face masks in their own homes.

MASKS FOR THE POOR
To date, around 60 sewers are producing 
face masks for the initiative. These face 
masks are packed and distributed to families 
living in urban poor communities during 
relief operations. Each family pack contains 
10 face masks, all are washable and can be 
reused. 

The donated face masks enable poor families 
to protect themselves and prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 virus in the community. 
More than 4,000 families in Metro Manila, 
La Union, Cebu, Lanao del Sur and Cagayan 
de Oro City were provided with face masks. 
Mask4AllPH hopes to produce more face 
masks to continue assisting sewer groups 
and provide more face masks to poor 
families.

The initiative was also able to raise ₱1,228,474 
to support the production of face masks. 

2018 Miss Universe Catriona Gray, who is the 
ambassador of the initiative is encouraging 
people to donate to the cause.

“The poor are the vulnerable sector of our 
society during this pandemic. They need 
masks to protect themselves. They need 
livelihood to sustain themselves. Project 
Masks4AllPH addresses both concerns. 
Please support it with your donations,” said 
Catriona.
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EMPOWERING
THE HEALTH SECTOR
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EMPOWERING
THE HEALTH SECTOR

As one of the frontliners, the health 

sector faced various challenges 

during the pandemic.

In response to their call for support, 

PBSP and its partners provided 

assistance to the health sector 

by equipping them with personal 

protective equipment and other 

forms of assistance to help them 

in their fight against COVID-19.

This section shares our initiatives 

in empowering the health sector.
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E M P O W E R I N G  T H E  H E A LT H  S E C T O R

UNITED
TO FIGHT COVID
A As the Enhanced Community 

Quarantine (ECQ) began 
last March, limited access to 

testing and lack of personal protective 
equipment are the biggest challenge of 
the country in fighting the coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
The lack of proper face masks, eye gear, 
and gowns compromises the ability of 
our healthcare workers to adequately 
respond to public health emergencies 
like COVID-19. Despite facing these 
problems, our healthcare workers 
continue to provide life-saving support 
and protection to the Filipino people 
against COVID-19. 
 
However, having the longest lockdown 
in the world, Philippines ranked as 
the second country with highest 
number of COVID-19 cases in the 
Southeast Asian nations. According to 
the Department of Health, more than 
511,000 cases were reported, which ha 
smore than 30, 300 active cases as of 
February 16, 2021. 

As the COVID-19 continues to spread in 
the country, the shortage of testing kits 
is constraining the country to detect the 
virus faster. The available test kit only 
allows people who are experiencing 
severe to critical manifestations of the 
symptoms to undergo testing. 

PBSP INITIATIVES
Philippine Business for Social Progress 
(PBSP), together with The Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria, allocated $8,532,056 to 
increase the testing capacity, provide 
personal protective equipment, and 
mitigate the effects of COVID-19 to the 
implementation of the tuberculosis 
program. 
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“We are looking at our current projects 
to see how we can shift our work to 
respond to the COVID 19 pandemic 
and the effects of quarantine on various 
sectors. In addition, we are also finding 
new connections with partners and 
organizations to work together and find 
solutions to deal with the current crisis 
and hopefully, allow us to adapt to the 
new normal,” said PBSP President and 
CEO Reynaldo Antonio D. Laguda. 
 
PBSP, through its Advancing Client-
centered Care and Expanding 
Sustainable Services for TB (ACCESS 
TB) Project, acquired 160,000 Xpert® 
Xpress cartridges intended for the 
detection of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 
causes COVID-19. Xpert® Xpress is one 
of the most accurate polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) based tests and is most 
likely to yield faster results compared to 
other available test kits. 

These tests will run on GeneXpert® 
machines deployed in 52 DOH-
supervised laboratories, combination 
of public and private, supported by the 
ACCESS TB project. These 52 facilities 
have passed assessments and are 
licensed to perform COVID-19 testing.

Aside from that, PBSP ACCESS TB 
procured 21 units of Bio-Rad CFX96, 
a real-time PCR instrument with a 
powerful, precise, and flexible detection 
system for COVID-19 along with 11 
GeneXpert® machines with a 16-module 
configuration; 170,000 pieces of head 
cover; 360,000 boxes of N95 masks; 
290,000 boxes of shoe cover; 3,600 pieces 
of laboratory gowns, and 3,100 pieces of 
medical goggles. 
 
Through the COVID-19 Response 
Mechanism of The Global Fund, PBSP 
were able to provide assistance to our 
frontliners who are at stake in ensuring 
the safety of the Filipino people against 
this health crisis. 

COVID-19 RESPONSE

$8,532,056
ACTUAL EXPENDITURES 

PROCUREMENT OF

PROJECT STAFF
HAZARD PAY

3,600
laboratory gowns

3,100
medical goggles

21 RT-PCR 
EQUIPMENT

170,00
head cover

160,00 SARS COV
CARTRIDGES

360,000
boxes of N95

11 GENE XPERT 
MACHINE 16-PLACER

290,000
shoe cover



24   WOMEN’S MONTH ISSUE: We Make Change Work for WomenCHANGING COMMUNITIES24   WOMEN’S MONTH ISSUE: We Make Change Work for WomenTAUMBAYAN TO THE RESCUE

BEHIND
THE MASK
A community health nurse who devoted 
her time in helping the COVID patients 

E M P O W E R I N G  T H E  H E A LT H  S E C T O R

R aquel Herrera, a 46-year old 
nurse, spent her entire career 
in helping the underprivileged 

communities in Tondo Manila. She 
was among the Coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) survivors who risked their 
lives to provide life-saving services in the 
country. 

“Being a nurse was never been easy, I 
am really afraid of our situation but I 
have responsibilities to uphold. I need 
to support my fellow frontliners in this 
battle against COVID -19,” she shared.
Despite the dangers of her work, 
Hererra was committed to provide an 
utmost care in treating the patients. 
She was assigned at Sta. Ana Hospital, 
one of the designated COVID-19 
facilities in Manila. 

“During my two-day duty at Sta. Ana, I 
experienced several cases where I had 
to assist in the intubation process of 
two COVID patients. It was a difficult 
day since the cases are still increasing 
and we do not have enough staff to 
help every patient,” Herrera said. 

Aside from her tasks in the hospital, 
she also needs to fulfill her duties as a 
public health nurse at Aurora Quezon 
Health Center in Tondo, Manila. Herrera 
was held responsible in conducting 
a rapid test to the 35 barangays of 
Aurora Quezon and Dagupan Health 
Centers due to increasing number 
of COVID cases last April. During the 
district lockdown, Herrera had the 
opportunity to test herself together 
with her husband and it turned out 
that they were both negative.  

POSTIVE RESULT
However, days after the test, Herrera 
had a low-grade fever but she shook it 
off until she felt that there is something 
wrong. She then decided to take 
paracetamol to prevent her fever. 

“When the enhanced community 
quarantine began, I already anticipated 
that there will be a point that I might 
get infected with COVID. At that night, 
I decided to stay in my mother’s room 
because I did not want my husband 
and pregnant daughter to catch the 
disease. I am also thankful that my 
mother, who has kidney failure and 
diagnosed with diabetes was not 
around during that time,” she said. 

But her situation got worse, she 
experienced headache, warm eyes, body 
pain, and sore throat. The next day, Herrera 
immediately consulted her supervisor and 
was advised to undergo swab testing in 
Delpan Quarantine Facility together with 
her husband and daughter. 

During the isolation, her condition became 
unstable. She experienced difficulty of 
breathing and eventually lost her sense 
of taste. But her life drastically changed, 
when her husband and pregnant daughter 
tested positive for COVID. 

“When I received the most painful news, 
I suddenly cried because I was thinking 
of my daughter’s situation. She was four 
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months pregnant and I am afraid that the baby 
might suffer. So, we follow the home isolation 
protocol to prevent the disease from getting worse,” 
Herrera shared. 

FIGHTING DISCRIMINATION
Since the entire Herrera family were affected by the 
COVID-19, they immediately informed their families 
and reported the situation to the barangay officials in 
their area. It seems to be a normal day to day activity 
for the family but their neighbors were very observant 
of the changes in their routine. They started to ask 
about their condition since they noticed that Herrera 
was not reporting in the hospital. 

“My neighbors began to send us messages in our 
Facebook account asking if what was happening to 
us because they could not see us outside of the house. 
Suddenly, they are calling through our messenger 
account to clarify some things and rumors were 
circulating in our barangay,” Herrera said. 

She managed to neglect the issue around and 
focused on their recovery. Herrera did everything to 
cope up from the disease and followed necessary 
protocols to prevent it from spreading. 

REACHING OUT THE COMMUNITY 
Having recently won the battle against COVID-19, 
Herrera immediately reported in the health center 
to continue her responsibilities and implement 
the health projects of the Philippine Business for 
Social Progress. She was the partner of the PBSP in 
implementing the Safe Motherhood, supplemental 
feeding program, and the tuberculosis control in 
the barangay. 

Herrera also volunteered to donate her blood to 
help another patient who had a severe COVID 
condition in one of the hospitals in Metro Manila. 

“I decided to help one patient who was already 
in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) with unstable 
condition because of the COVID-19. I feel inspired 
to go out and lend a helping hand to people who 
are in need. Let us be courageous and pray to the 
Lord that He will keep us away from harm. We 
should not get tired of helping or fellow Filipinos,” 
Herrera shared. 

Today, healthcare providers are considered as the 
modern-day heroes of the nation, who constantly 
put their lives at risk for the safety and protection 
of every Filipino against the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19). 
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IWAS HAWA
SA COVID-19

The iWASH “Iwas Hawa sa COVID” 

project provided  handwashing facilities 

to empower poor communities to 

protect themselves from COVID-19 

by promoting to proper hygiene and 

handwashing to help prevent the 

transmission of the virus.
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IWAS HAWA
SA COVID-19
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Basain ng tubig 
ang mga kamay. 

Kuskusin ang mga 
pagitan ng mga daliri.

Kuskusin 
ang mga kuko.

Kuskusin ang pagitan 
ng mga hinlalaki.

Banlawan ang mga 
kamay sa dumadaloy 

na tubig.

Patuyin ang mga kamay 
gamit ang tisyu.

Malinis na ang 
inyong mga kamay.

Kuskusin ng paikot ang 
mga dulo ng mga daliri 
sa magkabilang palad.

Maglagay ng sapat 
na dami ng sabon

 sa mga kamay.

Kuskusin 
ang mga palad.

Sabunin ang likod 
ng mga kamay.

Ang proyektong ito ay hatid sa inyo ng Water Alliance 
at Philippine Business for Social Progress (PBSP) sa pakikipagtulungan sa lokal na pamahalaan.
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Ang proyektong ito ay hatid sa inyo ng Water Alliance 
at Philippine Business for Social Progress (PBSP) sa pakikipagtulungan sa lokal na pamahalaan.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has affected thousands of Filipinos all over the country. The health and welfare of 
communities and frontliners are at risk. For communities in congested and poor areas where basic services are 
scarce, prevention, through proper hygiene, social distancing and use of personal protective equipment, is the 

best form of defense against COVID-19. 

The iWASH project is a handwashing facility for 
poor communities. It aims to contribute to the 
Sustainable Development Goal 6 Access to Clean 
Water for All. The project will help empower 
communities to protect themselves from COVID-19 
by promoting proper hygiene and handwashing to 
help prevent transmission of the virus.

Provide poor communities with a handwashing 
facility that adheres to UNICEF and WHO standard 

GOAL

₱ 60,000

Promote proper hygiene practices 
among community members 

Provide hygiene kits for the community

YOU CAN HELP PROVIDE COMMUNITIES WITH THE IWASH FACILITY THROUGH THE FOLLOWING :

Handwashing facility 
200 liter water capacity 
with sturdy frame and 

metal bracing

soap 
for handwashing

Two stainless steel sinks 
with two-pedal type 
handwashing facility 

and PVC drainage line

communication 
materials on proper 

hygiene and preventing 
COVID-19 transmission

FOR MORE INQUIRIES:
Kristine L. Jimeno-Rivadelo

Office-in-Charge, Operations  |   kjRivadelo@pbsp.org.ph
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PBSP HEAD OFFICE PBSP VISAYAS PBSP MINDANAO

Unit 1, 7th floor, Citynet Central, 
Sultan Street, Brgy. Highway Hills,  

Mandaluyong, Philippines
Email: pbsp@pbsp.org.ph

Second Floor, Suites B203 and
B204 Plaza de Luisa, 140 Ramon
Magsaysay Avenue, Davao City

Tel. Nos.: (082) 221.2251 to 53
Email: mrc_rm@pbsp.org.ph

The Persimmon Plus, Unit 213,
Bldg. 4 MJ Cuenco Avenue, 

Mabolo, Cebu City
Tel. Nos.: (032) 232-5270
Fax. No.: (032) 232-5283

Email: vrc_rm@pbsp.org.ph

a partner organization of

and a vetted organization of

LET’S SOLVE
PROBLEMS TOGETHER

facebook.com/pbsp.org twitter.com/PBSPorg

FIND OUT HOW:

www.pbsp.org.ph

instagram.com/pbsp


