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Lightning Round 1 - The Taliban Takeover: Local and 1 

Global Shrapnel 2 

 3 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Good morning.  Good 4 

morning, ladies and gentlemen, if everybody could 5 

please take their seats, our program will begin 6 

momentarily.  Please take your seats.  Thank you. 7 

  MR. WALKER:  All right.  Good morning.  8 

Welcome to Day 2, the Homeland Security Enterprise 9 

Forum.  We're going to get started with a what's 10 

promising to be a long, jam packed day of intense 11 

conversations across a variety of topics. 12 

  I want to highlight a few things first before 13 

we get started.  One is our app.  We do have an app, 14 

HSEF21, both in Google Play and the App Store.  15 

Download it.  Your welcome e-mail should have had a 16 

password token in it.  Use that to as your login 17 

credentials.  The app will provide most up to date 18 

speakers, timelines, et cetera.  So, please engage 19 

there.  There will be some questions pushed through 20 

that, a little bit of polling et cetera.  So, we ask 21 

you to download that.  Make this as much of an 22 



 
 

Page 3 

 

interactive experience as we can. 1 

  Second point is that, you know, we talked 2 

about this being a different conference and the idea of 3 

working towards solutions and integrating solutions, 4 

we're going to do that a lot for the working groups, 5 

and those will take place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 6 

  Most of you are broken out into working 7 

groups.  If you have not been assigned or volunteered 8 

for a working group at this point, you can probably 9 

self select into most of them.  Some of them are full 10 

and at capacity, so please respect if the staff say the 11 

room is full.  But we will break at 11:00.  We ask 12 

everyone to file quickly through the buffet line, and 13 

then head off to your breakout room where the working 14 

group co-chairs will lead you in about 90 minutes of a 15 

deep dive discussion.  It's meant to be very 16 

interactive, not meant to be a formal working group.  17 

We're trying to engage in these conversations, again, 18 

not, you know, not go through a litany of talking 19 

points.  And from those, there will be note takers in 20 

the room that will help us draft the final report with 21 

the recommendations that HSEG will get behind. 22 
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  When you're building a conference like this, 1 

you got to have a bit of foresight and you got to think 2 

about what's going to happen six, seven months from 3 

when you start planning.  Who knew that in August, we 4 

would be looking at a evacuation from a country that 5 

we'd occupied for over 20 years, and we'd watch the 6 

chaos of that evacuation and watch the resurgence of an 7 

enemy that we had defeat -- we thought we had defeated 8 

soundly back in 2001. 9 

  Most of us in this room are probably wondering 10 

what will come next of the threat coming out of 11 

Afghanistan, now that the Taliban is in control of that 12 

country again.  We can hear from government officials 13 

and we appreciate those perspectives.  We can hear from 14 

the on the ground reporters, and we appreciate those 15 

perspectives.  And another perspective that we wanted 16 

to bring to the stage today is a guy who is on the 17 

ground in places where terrorism is at its peak.  He 18 

understands from the local leadership, local tribes, 19 

the local police forces and security forces what the 20 

problems actually are, and has been on the forefront of 21 

this for a number of years.  I'll let him introduce 22 
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himself a little bit more.  But I wanted to welcome to 1 

the stage for our first lightning round this morning, 2 

Mr. Tom Sanderson. 3 

  (Applause) 4 

  MR. SANDERSON:  Good morning, folks.  I'd like 5 

to first thank Rob Walker and his great team, and Lynda 6 

Webster and her great team for putting on such a superb 7 

event.  It's been dynamite so far.  So, thank you for 8 

all your hard work. 9 

  Thank you, Rob, for the introduction.  I've 10 

spent almost 25 years in the field in counterterrorism, 11 

that's included fieldwork in 75 countries, was lucky to 12 

have a boss, my late boss, Arnaud de Borchgrave, who 13 

had as a journalist reported from 125 countries in his 14 

career.  And so, as soon as I started working for him, 15 

he said, hit the road.  And I just got to go everywhere 16 

to interview the full spectrum of actors, from 17 

militants to clergy, to host nation security services, 18 

to NGOs, to U.S. officials, to tribal leaders, you name 19 

it, and quite a spectrum of terrorist groups themselves 20 

and individuals.  And it was always remarkable.  And 21 

everyone always wanted to talk except for the 22 
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criminals.  They had no political angle, and you were 1 

just an OPSEC and INFOSEC threat to them.  But 2 

nonetheless, good networks allowed that to happen. 3 

  So, let's jump right into it.  Let me first 4 

say at the outset that I definitely do not have all the 5 

answers.  This is an extremely hard target and hard 6 

subject.  I'll be focusing on the Haqqani Network in 7 

part here.  And I spoke to people in the Haqqani cell 8 

in Kabul, now back and NDS officers who just arrived 9 

two weeks ago, and a lot of good people who know these 10 

actors extremely well, better than I do.  And I pulled 11 

that knowledge together.  And even then there's massive 12 

gaps in that, so just I say that, so that we all 13 

understand there are not a lot of answers out there.  14 

And it's too early to find answers to a lot of these 15 

questions. 16 

  Starting off here with a picture I took in 17 

Afghanistan two years ago.  And this, I think, says so 18 

much about the threat and the reason for the rapid 19 

collapse, and that is the corruption.  And here you see 20 

in farsee, even the bread of the security services is 21 

stolen.  So, you notice the wheels of the Security 22 
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Service vehicle art is Afghan bread.  And the common 1 

here is that the government is so corrupt, they even 2 

steal from their own security services.  So, no one is 3 

safe.  And this kind of graffiti was all over Kabul 4 

when I was there a couple of years ago.  And to me, 5 

it's a very poignant reminder of one of the reasons but 6 

probably right at the top one or two reasons for why we 7 

had such a rapid collapse. 8 

  Okay.  Just a reminder here, in terms of what 9 

we're talking about, geographically, I think we all 10 

know the map there.  But I always like to put up maps.  11 

We can see how difficult the response will be to 12 

threats, going forward, six neighbors, none of whom 13 

like us. 14 

  We've got the Russian 201st Motorized Rifle 15 

Division in Tajikistan, so they put the arm in the 16 

Tajik in terms of cooperation.  We were at K2 airbase 17 

in Uzbekistan, booted from there many years ago, 18 

getting back is going to be difficult, if not 19 

impossible, and then of course, the other neighbors.  20 

And note that China has a 55-mile border there, the 21 

walk on corridor with Afghanistan, China now being the 22 
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Taliban's new best friend, as they said. 1 

  Okay.  So, let's look at the global shrapnel 2 

coming out of the Taliban takeover.  And these four key 3 

questions, a non exhaustive list of key questions that 4 

we're asking now, that the Intel community is asking, 5 

media is asking, DOD, state and others are asking.  And 6 

that is, given the resurgence of the Taliban, the 7 

retaking of their country of Afghanistan, what are some 8 

of the emerging threats and challenges associated with 9 

that?  That's a two-day conference right there.  Will 10 

Al Qaeda, the Haqqani Network, and others enjoy the 11 

protection they were afforded by the Taliban in the 12 

1990s?  And I've reworded that original question, as 13 

you'll see on upcoming slide.  And then does this 14 

retaking of Afghanistan embolden groups like Al Qaeda 15 

in the Arabian Peninsula, Al Qaeda in the Islamic 16 

Maghreb, other al Qaeda affiliates?  Does it embolden 17 

ISIS?  That's a key issue to discuss.  And does it 18 

present a threat to American soil?  Homeland Security 19 

Enterprise forum, that is central question here.  And 20 

then what are the ties to domestic networks here that 21 

are of greatest concern? 22 
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  So, jumping right into the resurgence of the 1 

Taliban, what are some of the emerging threats?  Well, 2 

the Taliban, one, here the big picture is the big 3 

threat.  And that is, there was a victory over a 4 

superpower.  The Soviets left on April 2 -- February 2, 5 

1989, over the Freedom Bridge into modern day 6 

Uzbekistan.  And that was a huge stimulant to Al Qaeda, 7 

to Bin Laden, who then went to the Saudi leadership and 8 

said after Iraq invaded Kuwait and said, "Don't bring 9 

in the Americans.  Use Mujahideen.  We ejected the Red 10 

Army.  So, that was part of his sense of empowerment.  11 

And so we have a similar sense of empowerment now with 12 

the ejection of U.S. forces. 13 

  So, the big picture is a big problem.  A lot 14 

want to emulate their victory, and I will show you 15 

online, coming up, some examples of the congratulatory 16 

messages sent by a wide range of groups that are out 17 

there.  This is more impressive, I believe, than the 18 

establishment of the three-year ISIS caliphate.  ISIS 19 

didn't kick out a superpower, the Taliban did.  That's 20 

the key element there. 21 

  Very important as a threat the Haqqani Network 22 
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led by Sirajuddin Haqqani, controls a large part and 1 

the key parts of Afghanistan.  Our proximity placement 2 

in the intelligence community's terminology to the 3 

threat itself to a local partner, which has now gone, 4 

and to our intelligence, especially our human 5 

intelligence networks, gone or mostly gone.  So, that 6 

is a big problem.  Thousands of militants released from 7 

prison, foreign terrorist fighters, something I spent a 8 

lot of time working on at CSIS, continue to enter 9 

Afghanistan.  That is a new home.  You have East 10 

Turkistan Islamic movement, fighters moving from Syria 11 

over to Afghanistan, lots of others who are now looking 12 

at this as a new safe haven, especially as Idlib 13 

province becomes less and less hospitable for militant 14 

groups in Syria.  And then ISIS-K, obviously remains 15 

lethal.  We saw that with the attack that killed 13 of 16 

our service people. 17 

  Question number two, will Al Qaeda, the 18 

Haqqani Network, and others enjoy the protection that 19 

they were afforded by the Taliban in the 1990s?  And of 20 

course, this was the reason we went in, the attack 21 

emanated from Afghanistan.  We asked the Taliban, 22 
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demanded of the Taliban, stop protecting and host them, 1 

give up Al Qaeda, give up Bin Laden.  They said, no.  2 

We go in October 7 of that year. 3 

  So, will they do that again?  And you've heard 4 

President Biden say that our one remaining national 5 

interest in Afghanistan is to make sure it is not used 6 

as a launching pad as a sanctuary for Al Qaeda.  So, 7 

the Taliban certainly know that that would be the one 8 

reason that we would return to the country.  So, that's 9 

a key question.  What will they do now?  Let's flip 10 

that around. 11 

  It's not so much about the Taliban saying, 12 

"Okay.  Al Qaeda, you can do this.  You can do that.  13 

Haqqani, you can do this."  It's more about what the 14 

Haqqani say.  They have the whip hand.  They do not 15 

control the whole country.  Nobody controls the whole 16 

country.  There's not complete consolidation yet.  Even 17 

when the Taliban was there in the '90s, there was not 18 

complete consolidation, largely, but the Northern 19 

Alliance existed. 20 

  Let's go back and not believe the words of 21 

Sirajuddin Haqqani, who wrote in The New York Times in 22 
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February of last year about this notion of 1 

international terrorism being based in Afghanistan, 2 

clearly not something to believe, and I leave that up 3 

there for you to read. 4 

  So, let's look at the Haqqani Network.  Began 5 

active in the 1970s, supported by the Pakistanis ever 6 

since.  They pledged bayah to the Taliban in 1995.  7 

Their major tax, too numerous to list, but the U.S. 8 

Embassy headquarters closed CIA base and many, many 9 

others in the remix. 10 

  The Taliban Kandahari, quite assured Taliban 11 

is largely Afghan but Haqqani is made up of Arabs, 12 

Afghans and Pakistani Taliban and others.  So, you have 13 

a mix of people inside of the Haqqani Network, 14 

designated 2012 as a foreign terrorist organization.  15 

Sirajuddin was named Taliban deputy leader in 2015.  16 

And now he leads the Ministry of Interior and has 17 

family members in other posts. 18 

  And you can see here where the Haqqanis are 19 

number five with Siraj in Interior and then his uncle 20 

leading the Ministry of Refugees, which some called the 21 

Ministry of Foreign Fighters, allowing them to come in 22 
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the border and then other members there in…  According 1 

to the sources I spoke to, about 70 percent of that 2 

cabinet was chosen by the by the ISI. 3 

  Okay.  Some of the features of our network 4 

today known as the Haqqani Network, they very smartly 5 

from their perspective seized Wardak and Logar, in 6 

order to block their rivals, the Kandahari Taliban from 7 

coming up in the Kabul.  They controlled Kabul with 8 

their Badri 313 unit known as the Haqqani high profile 9 

attack network that includes ISIS-K Kabul members, not 10 

ISIS-K from Nuristan or Nangarhar, but ISIS-K Kabul 11 

members. 12 

  And so, it is an interesting mix.  So, here 13 

you have an Al Qaeda aligned group operating with ISIS-14 

K members inside of Kabul.  The Haqqani Network has 15 

long been the center of gravity for Pakistan's 16 

operation and plans inside of Afghanistan, which is 17 

(inaudible), econ, diplo and any other thing that the 18 

Pakistanis have wanted to do, most importantly, to have 19 

defense in depth against the Indians in the event of a 20 

fourth war with them.  Very effective relationships 21 

with other militant groups.  It will enable them to 22 
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operate.  The question is, will they enable them to 1 

operate against U.S. interests, attacking U.S. 2 

embassies, attacking U.S. citizens, launching attacks 3 

against the United States and other parts of the world? 4 

  General Nagata, Mike Nagata known to many of 5 

you here says they are the most impressive militant 6 

group out there. 7 

  Picture here at the former Eagle base, CIA 8 

base in Afghanistan.  And there it is part of Siraj 9 

Haqqani's Badri 313 unit.  It is absolutely critical to 10 

have your own army, your own militia, your own men on 11 

the arms to be a successful power in this government.  12 

And many of the people you saw on that list, do not 13 

have their own military.  Siraj Haqqani has his own 14 

military, and they are well armed and in key positions. 15 

  This is of course, the million-dollar 16 

question.  Is this going to happen?  We'll Al Qaeda be 17 

able to launch an attack from Afghanistan again?  This, 18 

of course, is on the minds of the Taliban.  It's on the 19 

minds of Haqqani.  It's on the minds of Al Qaeda, and 20 

it's on the minds of everyone here in this room.  So, 21 

this is a tough question to ask, certainly, or to 22 
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answer.  It's not tough to ask. 1 

  You look at the differences, though, when you 2 

start to look at some of the circumstantial evidence 3 

that suggests there could be room for accommodation for 4 

Al Qaeda, but then other things that suggest that the 5 

Taliban and the Haqqani's want to open that spigot at 6 

the New York Federal Reserve and get that $7 billion 7 

out and certainly allowing Al Qaeda to operate in the 8 

country freely is not one way to do that.  But over the 9 

last 20 years, as the Taliban was underground, they 10 

adopted all kinds of tactics, the IEDs, the suicide 11 

bombings, et cetera.  They owe a lot to the resurgence 12 

to all Al Qaeda and to the Haqqani Network.  And we 13 

know Al Qaeda from everything they've said, remain 14 

intent on striking the U.S. homeland, on striking U.S. 15 

assets, as their way to weaken the far enemy before 16 

hitting the near enemy, Shia-Sunni in Saudi Arabia, the 17 

Israelis and others. 18 

  The excellent UN report that was published 19 

earlier this year, talks about how close these two 20 

elements are, Al Qaeda and the Taliban.  But despite 21 

all this, it is simply too early to determine what's 22 
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going to happen.  And I'm not here to tell you either 1 

way.  But you can make strong arguments for and against 2 

the notion of the Taliban and the Haqqanis allowing Al 3 

Qaeda to strike U.S. interests.  It would immediately 4 

invite U.S. strikes.  Is that something they want to 5 

do?  But how short of a leash can those two groups put 6 

on Al Qaeda before they potentially turn?  Think about 7 

Pakistan and its many, many decades of controlling and 8 

using militant groups and putting them on a leash.  9 

Sometimes they're going to turn around and bite.  So, 10 

that is something to consider as well.  It's a fine 11 

line that the Taliban and Haqqani will have to walk. 12 

  Question number three.  Does this resurgence, 13 

this retaking of Afghanistan embolden Al Qaeda 14 

affiliates and other militant groups a resounding yes 15 

to that question?  But does it mean that suddenly we're 16 

going to get attacks launched by the Al Qaeda family 17 

tree or others? 18 

  This takeover is undeniably powerful.  Think 19 

about again, ISIS taking territory the size of Great 20 

Britain or New Jersey and how incredibly important that 21 

was with tens of thousands, scores of thousands of 22 
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militants rushing to join this idea of an Islamic 1 

State.  Now, that's something different.  They were 2 

seeking a pan Islamic State worldwide.  Here, 3 

Afghanistan is establishing an Islamic Emirate there 4 

and only there.  But nonetheless, these are things that 5 

we have to think about. 6 

  We are viewed as wounded.  We are viewed as 7 

reluctant to commit troops on the ground.  And perhaps 8 

attacking locally is more plausible, but then again, 9 

what does that mean?  Is that an embassy?  Is that a 10 

group of NGOs?  Is it kidnap for ransom?  Is it murder 11 

of those individuals?  But despite that strong 12 

stimulant, despite the inspiration, all of these groups 13 

have their local issues.  They may see what's 14 

happening.  They may celebrate it, but they're sitting 15 

there looking at French counterterrorism forces in West 16 

Africa for AQIM in JNIM.  They're looking at their own 17 

resources, their own timeline, their own ability to 18 

strike. 19 

  They may be emboldened by it, but does it 20 

actually mean that they're going to strike?  We just 21 

don't know that and that also is too early to tell. 22 
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  Some of the things that I found online with 1 

both Aaron Zelin's website as well as Flashpoint Global 2 

Partners, some incredible content from groups all 3 

around.  The first group to celebrate and congratulate 4 

the Taliban was Hamas, and said that we hope one day we 5 

can also do the same to Israel.  Here you see from Al 6 

Qaeda Central, "Congratulations to the Islamic nation 7 

on the victory granted by God in Afghanistan.  We 8 

praise the Almighty, the omnipotent, who humiliated and 9 

defeated America for breaking America's back."  And I 10 

encourage you to go on the website to see how many of 11 

these are, both Aaron Zelin, Flashpoint, you have to 12 

have a membership to get on their subscription.  But 13 

here you see JNIM operating in West Africa and parts of 14 

North Africa as well, "congratulations and blessings." 15 

  (Foreign Language) 16 

  So, this is the JNIM leader also sending his 17 

wishes to the Taliban leadership, and here is ISIS.  18 

ISIS is not celebrating this.  They do not feel that 19 

the Taliban is sufficiently devout, sufficiently 20 

conservative, and sufficiently pure.  They think that 21 

the Taliban are the lackeys of the United States, that 22 
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they do the bidding for the United States, the 1 

guarantor of our interests in the region.  So, a lot of 2 

pushback, of course, by ISIS.  And part of that is 3 

certainly anger over having lost their caliphate.  But 4 

nonetheless, there has been this long loggerheads 5 

relationship between the two of them. 6 

  And then Al-Shabaab, which, of course has been 7 

a persistent and incredible problem in the Horn of 8 

Africa, also sending their congratulations but talking 9 

about Somalia being the next country to fall and 10 

Mogadishu being the next city to fall.  And that is 11 

from Flashpoint. 12 

  And white supremacists, nationalists, all 13 

rights celebrating the victory here.  These are 14 

conservative nationalists taking back their country.  15 

They're not afraid of their masculinity.  They are 16 

religious zealots.  This is to be celebrated the 17 

failure of liberal democracy.  These were all over the 18 

web sites.  There's been great, open-source media 19 

reporting on this as well.  And that is quite 20 

frightening. 21 

  Additional areas of concern from places I have 22 
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been recently, in the last couple of years, in terms of 1 

that kind of inspiration we've seen, balaclava being 2 

handed out on the streets of Syria to hire (inaudible) 3 

to Al Qaeda networks in the region.  And some of the 4 

things that I saw while I was there, I'll just give you 5 

a couple examples here.  This young 16 year old fighter 6 

interviewed, who had been shot in the neck in a battle 7 

against the Nusra Front at the time, the Nusra Front, 8 

and I interviewed him at a hospital in Sanliurfa, 9 

Turkey right on the border.  And he had nothing to do.  10 

He was inspired by anything that was out there.  11 

Because he was living on the margins of society in 12 

Syria. 13 

  And of course, the country was in the midst of 14 

this war.  Then on the right of a different story, the 15 

Nusra Front individual, there Muhammad, who was a 16 

journalist before joining the Nusra Front, who kept 17 

telling me with his hands, we have overlapping 18 

interests, we should be joining and targeting ISIS, and 19 

the Assad regime, stop targeting us was his message.  20 

But in these areas, just millions of marginalized men 21 

and women looking for something to inspire them to give 22 
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them a sense of purpose, dignity, respect, income, and 1 

a pathway into heaven. 2 

  Now, the former, late Operations Chief of ISIS 3 

would say to these young men, when you think about what 4 

you're doing in your life, the things now that are 5 

corrupt, and you think about the things you can do when 6 

you join the caliphate, don't you want these deeds in 7 

your scales when you come before Allah?  Very powerful 8 

imagery for these young men. 9 

  This is in Burkina Faso a couple of years ago.  10 

Intense levels of criminality and corruption. 11 

  Again, that common thread of corruption can be 12 

found in every single one of the countries I went to 13 

and every militant group I interviewed.  Even Tunisian 14 

ministers I interviewed after the Arab Spring, said 15 

that we were corrupt.  And that provided an off ramp 16 

for individuals to criminality where there were no 17 

jobs.  The informal economy is the only place you find 18 

work and that's trafficking.  That's gun running, 19 

that's people running, and that is where you find jobs.  20 

And that is where people go. 21 

  So, this was some more graffiti around the 22 
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world, is a remarkable source of the pulse of a 1 

country. 2 

  in Mali, as well, where about 75 percent of 3 

the country is not in control.  The government and the 4 

25 percent that is in the control of the government is 5 

completely corrupt.  And we've had a number of coups 6 

there. 7 

  And then in Asia, went up to Agadez, where we 8 

have a drone base that has been playing a very 9 

important role.  And Niger is an incredible place, but 10 

there's intense poverty, intense climatic stress there.  11 

And this is the human pipeline up into Libya, into the 12 

Mediterranean and onto your -- this town, Agadez, is 13 

the final weigh station. 14 

  And then down in the southern Philippines, in 15 

Mindanao, where we had an incredible battle in Marawi 16 

between two ISIS affiliated groups, Abu Sayyaf and the 17 

Maute Group, and the Philippine army, with support from 18 

the U.S. military as well there.  And in town, all 37 19 

mosques were destroyed.  They have never been rebuilt.  20 

Have been back every year since that picture was taken.  21 

And these are the kind of conditions where you have 22 
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young men primarily looking for something to inspire 1 

them to give them again, that sense of purpose, 2 

dignity, respect, income, and relevance. 3 

  Question number four, what are the ties to 4 

domestic networks of greatest concern?  Sharing this 5 

quote here, I'm sure there are individuals in this room 6 

who authored this strategic intelligence assessment.  7 

I'll just read it for those who would like that, "The 8 

greatest terrorism threat to the homeland we face today 9 

is posed by lone offenders, often radicalized online, 10 

who look to attack soft targets with easily accessible 11 

weapons." 12 

  Clearly, not a shortage of weapons inside this 13 

country, not a shortage of individuals who are also 14 

marginalized, not the same way you find in North 15 

Africa, not the same way in the Philippines, Central 16 

Asia, but you certainly have individuals who are 17 

marginalized, who will look to the Taliban victory and 18 

the defeat in Afghanistan of the United States and our 19 

partners as a motivator.  Does that mean they can move 20 

from motivation to execution?  Not necessarily.  It 21 

depends on so many other factors.  But the fact that it 22 
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has been reestablish could induce that kind of 1 

response.  We know about Al Qaeda's relationship and 2 

their networks inside the United States, also 3 

important.  And importantly, ISIS thinking they need a 4 

demonstration of relevancy is very, very important to 5 

consider that they may think, okay, now it's time to 6 

steal the thunder back from the Taliban here.  And as I 7 

mentioned, white nationalists and extremists also 8 

celebrating the victory. 9 

  And that is it.  We'll open it up to Q&A. 10 

  (Applause) 11 

  MR. SANDERSON:  Congresswoman, you have a 12 

question?  Thank you for your incredible leadership and 13 

everything you've done in Congress over the years.  14 

Waiting for a microphone. 15 

  MS. HARMAN:  Good morning, everyone.  I'm Jane 16 

Harman.  And that was an incredible brief. 17 

  MR. SANDERSON:  Thank you. 18 

  MS. HARMAN:  It was just fabulous. 19 

  MR. SANDERSON:  Thank you. 20 

  MS. HARMAN:  So, my question is about the arms 21 

caches and equipment that we left behind, perfectly 22 
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catalogued.  And I understand that was intended for an 1 

Afghan leadership, not for the Taliban.  But now that 2 

they've been flying around and driving around and so 3 

forth, what is all the damage they could do with our 4 

military assets? 5 

  MR. SANDERSON:  Fantastic question.  They can 6 

do a lot of damage with those weapons and the thousands 7 

of weapons that they have pilfered for years from the 8 

ANSF, okay?  Just two days ago, I spoke with a former 9 

colleague of mine, who has been tracking arms inside of 10 

Afghanistan.  And they have been there for three years 11 

doing that.  On my last trip, I met with them.  And I 12 

asked that same question.  And they said, and I'm 13 

saying they because they don't want to be identified.  14 

They said this has been happening for ever that 15 

commanders have been selling their weapons or that they 16 

not or -- and that they have just been very good, the 17 

Taliban, Al Qaeda and others at getting into the stocks 18 

and stealing the weapons. 19 

  Now, night vision goggles are of particular 20 

concern.  Those were exclusively for special operations 21 

inside Afghanistan. And those were audited extremely 22 
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well, my contacts say, but they are in the hands of 1 

these individuals now.  And they are not special 2 

mission unit level, Delta Force and SEAL Team Six, but 3 

very close and very effective.  So, they are greatly 4 

enhanced by their newfound access to U.S. weapons.  5 

That is the basic broad statement.  But it has been 6 

going on for many years, unfortunately.  Okay, great.  7 

Thank you very much.  Thank you. 8 

  (Applause) 9 

*  *  *  *  * 10 


