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Always one to do things his own way, Dr. Edmund H. 
Portnoy died early on the morning of October 17, 2021 
after holding on to celebrate his 73rd birthday two days 
prior. There was no chance of Ed missing out on the 
opportunity to cash in on one more celebration. To have 
known him was to have felt his effusive compassion, 
unwavering love, and everlasting spirit. Ed devoted 35 
years serving the Arizona community through his love 
for philanthropy.  He served on the Board of Brighter 

Way Institute for many years, always working in the 
best interest of Brighter Way’s patients – the homeless, 
veterans, and vulnerable populations. Ed had a very 
special superpower - his uncanny ability to connect 
with all people, regardless of context, and identify how 
he could serve them. It is an honor to name Edmund H. 
Portnoy as the Honorary Founder of The Brighter Way 
Endowment.
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Fondly Remembering 
Edmund H. Portnoy, PhD

■  Ed was a Bright Light in the World and in my life!

■  In hopes that Ed’s passions and life work may continue.

■  A life well-lived in service to others.

■  He dedicated his life to making the world a better place.

■  Ed was a Special Gift to everyone whom he crossed paths with!

■  Thank you Ed, for all your service to those in need.

■  Ed, you made a permanent imprint on the world.

THE BRIGHTER WAY ENDOWMENT
Tribute Gifts in Memory of Edmund Portnoy
A Loving Tribute to our Beloved Friend, Edmund H. Portnoy, Ph.D., 
a joyous and kind-hearted individual who devoted his life to human 
services philanthropy. The Portnoy Family has requested that Tribute 
Gifts be made to The Brighter Way Endowment.

Baird Foundation, Inc.
Robert Berger
Jennifer Bickford
Ellen R. Brown
Debra and Gene D’Adamo
Fidelity Charitable 
Thomas Glynn
Sharon E. Gold
Harriet M. Ivey Charitable Fund
Carol B. Hyman
Carol Kratz
James and Sharon Madura
Samantha Maracle
Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable   
 Trust
Papp Family Foundation

Joanne C. Phillips
JB and Mardi Potts
Kim and Bernie Rakes
Roy Rasmus
Mary Jane Rynd
Cathy Corey & Steve Scherzer
Genevieve Shaker
Paul Shaker
Barbara and Dolph Shapiro
Steve and Vicki Sonka
Max and Devora Steiner
The Crown Family
Robert Thomas
Charles Thompson
Cindy Torseth



THE BRIGHTER WAY ENDOWMENT
FOUNDING MEMBERS

1st Scottsdale Dental
Anonymous
Dr. Shari Aftahi
Nikki Aldana
Susie and Dave Allazetta
Dr. Jacqueline Allen
Terry M. Araman
Marcia and Robert Arbizu
Arizona Biltmore Dentistry
Kassidi Ashauer
Dr. Kevin Axx
Lynn and Corey Azbill
Dr. Krishnan Bala
Anne Bales
Thomas and Michele Banks
Faith Barker
Jessica Berg
BHHS Legacy Foundation
Brandi Bolton-Orr
Harold Breece
Nathaniel Burns
Mary Busch
Dr. Aaron E. Buyack
Dr. Ted Byers
Donna Candiotti
Dr. Shannon Carey
Kay Carl
Paula Carvalho
Charities Aid Foundation   
 America
Randal Christensen
Jessica and Charlie Clark
Dr. Kevin Conroy
Dr. Vicki Copeland and  
 Mark Wheaton
Susan Cordts
Susan Corey
Dr. Wayne and Marie Cottam
Emily Cowlin
Benjamin Crackel
Cole Crackel
Kayley Crackel
Valorie Crackel
Dr. Charles Culler
Elizabeth Curran
Debra and Gene D’Adamo
Veronica Dallo

Allyson Damon
Jennifer Dangremond
Dr. Urvi Davé
Andrew Dean
Colin Dean
Ila Dean
Jody Dean
Desert Dental Staffing
Arian Deutsch
Dr. Jack Dillenberg
Dr. Robert Donofrio
Catherine Eden
Linda Elliott
Dr. Richard Feldhake
Robert Fishman
Amy Flynn
Four Peaks Endodontics
Dr. Mike and  
 Mrs. Bonnie Freimuth
Alicia Garcia
Keith Gauzza
Bernard Glossy
David Hall
Dusti Hall
Kortny Hall
Kory and Suzi Hall
Ladd and Kindra Hall
Link Hall
Dr. Mahasin Hangalay
Dana Hart
Dr. Tony Hashemian
Joyce Haynie
Heber Ever Hernandez
Dr. Allison and Dr. Mark House
Human Services Campus Inc.
Dr. Alice Hsieh
Dr. Frank Isom
Dr. Aaron Jeziorski
JR Jimenez
Misty Jordan
Kyle Jordre
Chris Jovanelly
Barbara Kent
David Key
Dr. Mounir Kharchaf
Mrs. Meeyoung Kim
Philip Kim

Dr. Sameet and Maya Koppikar
Carol Kratz
Gene Labat
David Lacy
Rob and Lisa Laizure
Maggie Lam
David Leh
Dr. Pnina Levine
Dr. Jean Lewis
John M. Lighthizer
Dr. Thy Ly
Mr. & Mrs. Mahnaz (Nazzi) 
Robert Manning
Samantha Maracle
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis &  
 Diana Kay Marshall
Dustin Mathias Marshall
Deborah Mayer
Dr. Mark McCatty
Laura Mitchell
Rick and Sydney Mitchell
Pamela Morrison
Dr. Brian Mortenson
Linda Moss
Damian Motlo
Dr. Sassan Mouzoon
Dr. Aseel Murad
Kelly Murray
Linda Mushkatel
Dr. Thomas Nack
Dr. Daniel Nam
Dr. Marjan Nejad
Dr. Thuy B. Ngo
Dr. Allan Nguyen
Susan Orleman
Bonnie and George Paul
Lori Perkins
John Phebus
Stephan Provencher
Dr. Margo Rainey
Alex and Rose Rentzis
Tiffany Rice
Felipe Romero
Juan and Robert Ruiz-Langley
Dr. Dana R. Scafaru
Amy Schwabenlender
Amy L. Sego

Heath Sejkora
Virginia Rae Senior
Dr. Ranbir Singh
Dr. Cade Smith
Dr. Ryan and  
 Mrs. Valerie Smith
J. David Smith
Mary Smith
Dr. Ken Snyder
Brian F. Spicker
Valerie Stansberry
Dr. Nozar Tarkesh
The Diane &  
 Bruce Halle Foundation
The Bob & Renee Parsons 
Foundation
DR Thomas CPA, PLLC
Dr. Hai Trang
Craig Tribken
Dr. Trond and  
 Mrs. Cristin Hegle
Thunderbirds Charities
Dr. Reese Turner
United Healthcare  
 Services, Inc.
Zella Usher
Vicki Vanderhoff
Gigi Veasey
Alyssa Volcheck
Bruce and Laurie Volcheck
Dr. Kris Volcheck
Cathy Vrabel
Dr. Benjamin Wachter
Jason Walsh
Karen Warren
Earl Weisbrod
Harold Williams
Dr. Ralph Wilson
Dr. Brandon Worth
Corrie Worth
Jennifer Young
Sheri Young
Mark Zelenka
Robert Zelenka
Robyn Zelenka

A GIFT IN PERPETUITY
Thank you for supporting The Brighter Way Endowment Donations may be made at 

brighterwaydental.org/Donate/Giving Opportunities/Brighter Way Endowment

“Be honest, work hard, have fun, be 
grateful and pay it forward.”

– In Memory of Bruce T. Halle

BRIGHTER WAY ENDOWMENT
Founded by the Brighter Way Board of Directors and Community Philanthropists, The 
Brighter Way Endowment demonstrates our commitment to building strong assets 
for long-term, future sustainability. Brighter Way is grateful to the Founders of the 
Endowment and we thank all donors choosing to support The Brighter Way Endowment.

Thank you for supporting The Brighter Way Endowment

Donations may be made at  
brighterwaydental.org/Donate/Giving Opportunities/Brighter Way Endowment

A TRANSFORMATIONAL MISSION
Embracing equity of care and diversity, the Brighter Way Institute mission is to provide 
comprehensive oral health care for vulnerable adults, children, veterans, those 
experiencing homelessness, and individuals with special needs. An Arizona nonprofit 
with over 20 years’ experience, Brighter Way transforms lives of those most vulnerable 
in our community, by utilizing an entrepreneurial model and mobilizing community 
collaborations to increase access to a full range of oral health services.

Mother Theresa said it best, “We shall never know all the good that a smile can do.”  
Brighter Way helps people smile. Not only our patients but also all of us dedicated 
to this amazing mission.  I am grateful to be a part of the Brighter Way team.

— Dave Allazetta, Board Chair

Brighter Way is one of the most phenomenal services in our community, helping 
the underserved obtain the best dental services available in the world at affordable 
costs. I wanted to be a Founding Member to ensure that this care is not only 
available today but far into the future.                        — Susan Cordts, Board Member

Brighter Way provides comprehensive quality dental care in a warm, empathetic, 
and efficient setting. Without these services a majority of our patients would have 
no other viable option for treatment. This endowment will ensure that these critical 
oral health care services continue into perpetuity.

— Dr. Kris Volcheck, Founding CEO

When the idea of creating a endowment for Brighter Way was first introduced, 
there simply was no hesitation. Creating the fund to sustain this mission was an 
impactful, life-changing decision, and I’m so happy to know it will be growing and 
making smiles for years to come!                                 — Corrie Worth, Board Member

I am proud to help insure that Brighter Way Institute will continue to provide quality 
dental care to our underserved community in perpetuity.              — Terry M. Araman

30 YEARS OF SERVING  
THE HOMELESS
In 2021, Dr. Kris A. Volcheck, DDS, MBA was honored by the community for 
dedicating 30 years of his career to under-served veterans and individuals 
experiencing homelessness. Through this tireless, heartfelt endeavor 
starting with a single patient in a small trailer, Kris founded Brighter Way 
Institute. Since inception, Brighter Way has served 163,616 patients with 
the market value of services estimated at $187,950,202! 


