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‘Behold, I stand at the door’

In a few days thousands of people will descend upon 
Birmingham, many for the first time. Our city will 
be on show as competitors from 54 countries and 18 

territories arrive for the Commonwealth Games. 

As part of the celebrations Birmingham 2022 Festival 
has produced thousands of ‘Keys to the City’. I was 
recently given one. It allows me to access doors into 
unusual places. A special door in New Street Station, 
a door into a tall building on Colmore Row and one 
into The Hawthorns are some I am looking forward 
to opening and exploring what lies behind. 

From the Middle Ages, the ‘Key to the City’ was 
given to kings, merchants or local heroes as a sign 
they were welcome and could move freely in and 
out of the city walls. As cities altered their shape, 
and walls with gates disappeared, the ‘Key to the 
City’ became a way of honouring people who had 
contributed to city life. Some surprising people have 
been given this honour in the cities of our world! 

Owning a key has both privileges and 
responsibilities. Those of us who are BCM 
keyholders have often been called out in the middle 
of the night due to an alarm being triggered! 

In the Old Testament a man called Eliakim, during 
the reign of Hezekiah, was told by Isaiah that he was 
going to be promoted above his boss and be put in 
charge of the palace. Isaiah said that the Lord was 
going to place on his shoulder the key to the house 
of David. What he opens no-one can shut, and what 
he shuts no-one can open. A great responsibility. 

Following Peter’s confession that Jesus was the Christ, 
the Son of the living God, the Lord Jesus said to Peter, 
“Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by man but by my Father in heaven. 
And I tell you that you are ‘Peter’; and on this rock, I will 
build my Church and the gates of hell will not overcome 
it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 
Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

In the book of Revelation Jesus is described as ‘The First 
and the Last, the Living One, who was dead and now is 
alive and holds the keys of death and Hades’.

As followers of the Lord Jesus, we have the wonderful 
privilege of being keyholders to the Kingdom of God. 
Paul says we are ‘debtors to both Greeks and non-Greeks’ 
and therefore we should be eager to share the Gospel 
that brings eternal life with everyone we meet. 

My experience over the years is that all kinds of things 
can be used to unlock cold hearts and indifference to 
God. Treating people with kindness, giving time to a 
lonely neighbour, inviting someone for a meal, helping 
a family with furniture, giving toys at Christmas, just 
being there for someone and, of course, opening the 
Word of God. The list is endless! 

Please pray that God will use our efforts over the 
summer months to stir both young and old to open the 
door of their lives to the One who is standing outside 
and knocking at that door. 

BCM UPDATE



Meet Phil Ansell, the Care Centre's new 
Manager. Here he talks about his life 
up to now and his ideas and plans for 
the future of the Care Centre.

As a teenager my PE teacher told me I 
wasn’t good enough to play football for 
my school team, so I joined my local Boys' 
Brigade company. My BB captain allowed 
me to play for their team as long as I went 
to church on Sundays!

After many years of resisting, I made a 
commitment on 4th August 1985 and 
accepted Jesus Christ as my personal 
saviour. Looking back, I’m so pleased that 
my PE teacher told me I wasn’t good 
enough.

Before working for the Birmingham City 
Mission, I was employed by the NHS for 22 
years providing support to men, women 
and young people suffering from drug 
and alcohol addiction in prison. The last 8 
years I was based in HMP Birmingham.

At the beginning of this year I found it 
increasingly difficult to fulfil some of the 
requirements of the post, so I took a step 
of faith and handed in my notice. Shortly 
after I saw on social media BCM's Care 
Centre Manager job advert.

Four weeks into the post and I am so 
thankful to be working for an organisation 
whose heart is to proclaim the gospel 
of Jesus Christ and to pray for the city of 
Birmingham. It's been good to provide 
meals and get into conversation with the 
men and women guests and then as a 
team of staff and volunteers to pray for 
those who have come.

One day we asked a guest if he would like 
a hot meal and drink, and he replied, 'No, 
I’m the environmental health officer and 
have come to inspect your building!' 

I have so many plans and ideas for the 
Care Centre.  At the heart I want everyone 
to have a hope in Jesus Christ, no matter 
what their background may be. 

Ideas we are considering and avenues we 
are pursuing include a debt workshop 
(partnering with Christians Against 
Poverty), providing basic life skills and 
holding group sessions to explore the 
Christian faith. 

Please pray for these plans and 
get in touch if you have any skills 
you can offer as a Care Centre 
volunteer, such as:

· hair cutting
· cutting toenails and tending feet
· job applications
· interview coaching
· arts and crafts
· preparing healthy meals
· supporting with literacy and 

numeracy

If you have any  free time on 
weekday afternoons (Mon to 
Thurs), we are looking for more 
volunteers to help serve guests.

Call Phil on 0121 792 9572 
or email philansell@
birminghamcitymission.co.uk

Plans for the Care Centre

Commonwealth Games
At a budget nudging £1billion, a 
million tickets sold and an estimated 
1.1 billion viewers worldwide, a major 
world event is soon to hit our doorstep. 
This, the third Commonwealth Games 
that Britain has hosted, will be across 
12 days and 16 mostly West Midland 
venues. Athletes from 54 countries 
along with teams and fans will be here. 
It is not surprising that Christians from 
all over Britain are seeing this as a God-
given opportunity to speak to people 
about the Lord. 

Already scriptures have been purchased 
and literature prepared to be placed into 
as many hands as possible. Will some of 
those heading for this city from all points 
of the compass return changed men and 
women, as at Pentecost? Will some find 
themselves in a foreign city and the Lord 
meet with them, such as Paul, or Lydia, or 
Onesimus, and, yes, myself? Or will there 
be those who have received the literature 
and read it as they journey home, and find 
the Lord, as did the Ethiopian eunuch?

'It has been good for like-
minded organisations 
to meet together for 
combined efforts.'
Let us pray to that end. If you are free 
to join in, then come - training will be 
given. This event is causing organisations 
to share plans and work together. One 
leader said, 'It has been good for like-
minded organisations to meet together 
for combined efforts. These events are 
great God-given opportunities for gospel 
witness. I hope these new connections 
can continue.'  Another leader said, 'I value 
the role the City Mission can and is having 
in linking us up - it has been really helpful.' 

Our aim at BCM is to provide a local 
resource and help things along. One way 
is to allocate, in partnership with local 
churches, venue ‘facilitators’ charged with 
producing detailed information particular 
to each venue. This, we trust, will best aid 
those coming to make the Lord known.

Francis Williamson, City Missionary



BCM'S YOUTH TEAM VISITED 4 SECONDARY SCHOOLS WITH GSUS LIVE, for the 
first time with the new-look pop-up, classroom-based version. They met 650 students 
in total during the tour. Students explored one of the themes of Rejection, Fear or 
Forgiveness through the lens of a fictional character and considered Jesus’ teachings. 
They saw how Jesus himself experienced these problems during his life and they heard 
what Jesus’ death and resurrection mean to Christians.

It was clear that so many students face numerous anxieties on different levels, that they 
struggle with fitting in and are desperate to be accepted and included by peers. Many 
acknowledged the importance of forgiveness in terms of ‘letting go’ and ‘being free’ 
from pent up bitterness that only harms yourself. Please pray for the mental, social and 
spiritual health of our city's young people.

ElderLink's having a revamp
Can you help?
The ElderLink team will be having a 
clean up and clear out of their centre 
over the summer. Can you help with 
cleaning, tidying, decorating and 
gardening?
We are looking for volunteers on
Tuesdays and Fridays through July;
and in August from:
2nd-5th August
9th-10th August
16th-17th August
23rd-26th August

The ElderLink centre is home to its 
Coffee & Cake Clubs on Arden Road in 
Acocks Green, B27 6AG. If you have time 
to spare to help make this a bright and 
welcoming environment for our elderly 
folk, please email catherinetresham@
birminghamcitymission.co.uk or give 
Catherine a call on 0121 707 9422.

New NIKE football shirts for sale at £6 
each +P&P. Sizes from S to XXL in most 
colours. If you are interested call Keith 
on 07751 305702.

Browse 
BCM's eBay 
shop where 
you can buy 
our most 
desirable donated designer clothing, 
fine china, stylish furniture, collectibles 
and football shirts, raising funds for the 
Mission at the same time.
Just go to:

ebay.co.uk/usr/kwebb-123

150 PEOPLE FROM 18 CHURCHES CAME TO THE SUMMER FULFIL EVENT at Mount 
Zion in Aston. Young people really enjoyed praise dance from Eloquent, uplifting music 
and message from Philippa Hanna, Phil Knox speaking on the Lost Son and Christians in 
Sport's talk on serving Christ in the world of sport. Youth leaders reported:

'I think it inspired them to get involved in different ministries such as praise dance. '

'Our group is very small and it provides an alternative and variety to the activities we can do 
as a small group.'

'At Fulfil our young people can experience a Christian message aimed at their age group that 
will engage them.'
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This summer...

Let the cakes begin.

hold a sale · host a tea party
set up a collection & delivery service

in aid of Birmingham City Mission

JUST JUST 
BAKE!BAKE!
JUST JUST 

BAKE!BAKE!

 BCM's been chosen for Green Token 
Giving at Asda. Vote for us and we 
could receive £500 to help buy a new 
Resource Centre van.  Just visit 
asda.com/green-tokens and select 
the Small 
Heath store. 
You can vote 
once a week!

Keith and Angela Webb's annual Plant and Cake 
sale at the beginning of July met its first real 
challenge in 12 years with intermittent rain, but 
that did not discourage 90+ people attending 
and raising just over £1,500 for BCM. Keith said 
it was very encouraging to see neighbours and 
friends once again. THANK YOU Keith, Angela 
and everyone who supported their sale

SUNDAY - YOUTH CAMP

BCM's Youth Team are taking 26 young people to CMC Adventure for 
our Youth Camp from 30th July to 5th August. Some of these are from 
deprived backgrounds and others new to the country. Please pray that 
camp will benefit them all spiritually, socially and physically, and for:
- strength, energy and wisdom for staff and volunteers, and for clarity 
and inspiration in presenting Christ and answering questions;
- the young people, for open hearts and minds, for good behaviour and 
friendships to be formed, and for lasting benefit and growth in their lives; 
- safety throughout the week. 

MONDAY - CARE CENTRE
Pray for Phil and the Care Centre team, in particular for more volunteers 
free during weekday afternoons, both to serve meals and to deliver skills 
training and creative workshops. Pray too for the Care Centre guests, that 
they would find friendship, support, life solutions and hope there.

TUESDAY - RESOURCE CENTRE
Pray for the Resource Centre's clients, struggling to afford the basic 
essentials of life for themselves and their families. Pray that the Resource 
Centre and other food banks and support agencies would be able to 
provide for those hit by the cost-of-living crisis at their place of need.

WEDNESDAY - COMMONWEALTH GAMES OUTREACH
Pray for BCM's City Missionaries and other partnering mission workers 
sharing the good news of the Bible during the Commonwealth Games 
(28 July to 8 Aug), that Christian literature would be welcomed and read, 
and those receiving it would be struck by the message of God's love. 

THURSDAY - ELDERLINK
Pray for Catherine and the team as they revamp the Arden Road centre 
and create a welcoming environment for their elderly clients. Pray for the 
development of Coffee & Cake Clubs, for many to come, find company, 
relief from isolation and God's presence there.

FRIDAY - CHILDREN'S TEAM
Please pray for summer's Solid Rock holiday club and all the children and 
leaders who are involved, that they would have fun learning about God. 
Pray too for rest and refreshment for the team over the summer break. 

SATURDAY - STAFF & VOLUNTEERS
Pray for Pat Lambon as she prepares to retire from the Mission after forty-
two years of faithful service. Pray for Melody Howlett, who will be our 
new Office Manager. Big shoes to fill! 
Thank the Lord for all our volunteers who either help across BCM's 
projects or raise important funds to keep the Mission ‘salting the city’.


