
Starting a business is full of risks. Only about thirty 
percent of new companies make it to their tenth 

anniversary. So, in a world where so much changes 
daily and even large companies come and go, 40 years 
in business is an impressive feat. For Jerry and Fay 
Bainbridge, who founded their investment advisory 
firm as J.L. Bainbridge & Company, Inc., in 1981, the 
key has always been about the long term.

Jerry’s investment strategy was so clear to him at the 
start that he and his team of advisors continue to stick 
to it today: Don’t invest in any business until you fully 
understand it. This requires a very disciplined approach, 
especially when some company starts grabbing 
headlines and their stock skyrockets. Take Enron from 
the ’90s for example. Jerry could never figure out how 
they were making their money, so he avoided investing 
in it. As it turned out, Enron’s leaders were eventually 
caught claiming fake holdings and using illegal, off-
the-books accounting practices.

The disciplined approach isn’t just about avoiding 
stocks that seem, and are, too good to be true. It’s also 
about not panicking when short-term events or market 
conditions cause big swings in stock prices. Nothing 
is ever guaranteed, but knowing the companies truly 
helps in understanding whether the volatility will pass 
and when it makes good sense to hold on.

This long-term strategy developed naturally into client 
relationships that began spanning generations. Advisors 
at J.L. Bainbridge are more than happy, when asked, 
to talk to clients’ adult children or even grandchildren 
about investment concepts and strategies. In fact, each 
advisor’s title is actually Family Wealth Advisor.

The Move to Sarasota

Sarasota wasn’t the first home for the firm. Jerry and 
Fay started the business in New Jersey, where Jerry 
was already building a successful career with AT&T. 
His interest in, and talent for, investing convinced the 
couple to start an investment and money management 
firm, drawing the first several clients from existing 
relationships in and around AT&T.

By the late ’80s, the business had become successful 
enough that Jerry and Fay considered retiring. Instead, 
they committed to growing the business with the long-
term goal of managing $1 billion in investments for 
their clients. They also agreed that they should seek 
out another city that would support such growth. After 
exploring several options up and down Florida’s Gulf 
Coast—Fay’s parents wintered in the area—they 
decided that Sarasota was the perfect choice.

“Sarasota had a more vibrant business community than 
the other cities we considered,” said Jerry. “The others 
are great places, but with more of a resort town feel.”

They deepened their commitment to Sarasota when 
they discovered a vacant lot on Main Street a few 
doors west of Orange. While their first impression was 
that the frontage wasn’t wide enough, their work with 
an architect proved that it was viable after all. In fact, 
the size and location allowed the Bainbridges to bring 
their love for another town, Williamsburg, Virginia, 
into the design process. So, the building they moved 
the firm into in 1991, at 1582 Main Street, reflects 
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several elements from the original Williamsburg 
Capitol Building. 

Staying the Course

For a business that continues to navigate the investment 
world by avoiding as many major storms as possible, it’s 
still important to track all the meaningful changes going 
on around it. Changes have affected the investment 
management world as well, where the firm competes 
for its business against thousands of competitors. 
These changes include the ratcheting up of minimum 
investments required by large firms and the acquisition 
of independent firms around the country into ever-
expanding rollups.

With 40 years invested in growing a successful 
business that’s still growing, many owners would 
consider selling their firm as a desirable exit strategy. 
Not the Bainbridges. They have resisted every offer to 
be acquired and will continue to stay their course of 
independence. “As much as these firms promise that 
nothing would change if they acquired us, we know 
better,” said Jerry. “We’ve always been a clients-first 
business. They trust us when we say we’ll be with them 
for the long term. We owe it to them.”

And there’s another commitment the Bainbridges are 
holding to as well: their team. Everyone in the business 
has an ownership stake. “The people we have in this 
business are special.”

Growing the Team

Over the years, the Bainbridges have built a core team 
of advisors and other staff who manage compliance 
and client service needs. So, while the founders are 
very much active in the firm—Jerry continues to work 
directly with his clients while Fay continues taking 
care of the firm’s own financials—they have also made 
sure that the next generation of advisors continues their 
traditions of close client relationships and long-term 
financial planning. This, they feel, is the best way to 
remain independent, and they place full confidence in 
their team.

The entire team, it seems, is in it for the long run. John 
Leeming, CFP® has been with the firm for 18 years as 
a Family Wealth Advisor. He’s a Senior Vice President 
and the Chief Compliance Officer. Joel Oldham, also an 
SVP and Family Wealth Advisor, has been with Fay and 
Jerry even longer—almost 20 years. Ryan Thompson, 
a CPA and Family Wealth Advisor, has already been 
working with some of his clients at JL Bainbridge 
for over four years. The team also includes Jennifer 
Dyson-Chauvel, Operations and Compliance Manager; 
Danielle Chueka, Client Services; and Marissa Burset, 
Office Manager. All combined, they have over 20 years 
with the firm.

So, while the world has seen a lot of change and many 
market “corrections” since Jerry and Fay Bainbridge 
founded the company, the disciplined approach has 
helped them survive and thrive along their steady 
journey toward $1 billion in client investments. In fact, 
they are actually well on their way to reaching that goal 
and have no plans to stop once they get there.

About JL Bainbridge

JL Bainbridge (JLB) is a Sarasota-based family wealth 
management firm that loves helping clients manage and 
control their financial well-being before and throughout 
retirement. For 40 years, clients have become friends 
and friends have become clients. We know they trust 
how we guide their investments and financial planning 
and appreciate the sense of financial confidence we give 
them. Our longstanding promise to clients ensures that 
they’re at the center of everything we do, so they know 
that our core team of advisors and staff will always be 
here for them.

JLB is a fee-only, SEC Registered Investment Advisory 
firm that does not require a specific minimum investment. 
We serve clients and their families worldwide.

J.L. Bainbridge & Company, Inc.
jlbainbridge.com

1582 Main Street
Sarasota, FL 34346

941.365.3435
800.899.5171

Disclaimer: Registration of  an  Investment  Adviser does  
not imply  any  level  of  skill  or  training. Please reference 
the SEC website for more information on the firm and its 
advisors: https://adviserinfo.sec.gov/firm/summary/108058


