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Resources

[1] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_rights_in_the_Gambia

[2]https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/upl oads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8252

34/Gambia_-_SOGIE_-_CPIN_-_v2.0___August_2019_.pdf

[3] https://apnews.com/article/968820beb6a143588dce009 45c60f415

[4] https://apnews.com/article/gays-and-les bians-ivory-coast-gambia-yahya-jammeh-africa -

35cbea60ea7740db95754e08981a16df

[5] https://ilga.org/downloads/ILGA_State_Sponsored_Homophobia_2019.pdf

Legal Challenges

Same-gender sexual activity is illegal in Gambia.

Until October 2014, the punishment was 5-14

years in prison but since then, individuals found

guilty of 'serial offending' of 'aggravated

homosexuality' or LGBTQIA+ people living with

HIV face lifetime imprisonment. There are no laws

that protect gender and sexual minorities against

discrimination: same-gender couples are not

recognised, they cannot adopt children, there are

no mechanisms to change legal gender, and

crossdressing is outlawed. In fact, they are

always at risk of physical violence,

imprisonment, or even death. The former

Gambian President said, in 2008 that "laws

stricter than those in Iran" against LGBTQIA+

people would soon be introduced and vowed to

"cut off the head" of 'any homosexual'. He gave

them 24 hours to leave the country. The National

Intelligence Agency often track-down parties

organised by the LGBTQIA+ community,

photographing attendees and taking them into

custody. The announcements of the new law

sparked a fresh round of these searches and

arrests.

Homosexuality and trans-identities are not

tolerated in Gambia. Social discrimination

against LGBTQIA+ people is high, and they face

severe problems in society. They continue to

suffer discrimination and threats from non-state

actors. Ill-treatment by the local population and

indifference from government officials are

common. Families in Gambia often force

individualsto enter arranged marriages.

Societal Challenges

Displacement

A large number of Gambian LGBTQIA+

communities seek asylum in neighbouring

countries such as Kenya, Senegal, and South

Africa, hoping to obtain refugee status. Some

look to receive international protection in

European countries like the United Kingdom,

Belgium, andSwitzerland.

There are currently no organisations actively and 

openly specifically supporting LGBTQIA+ 

individuals in the Gambia.

Hope Life International (HLI) registered in ILGA

established in 2004. It focuses on offering

education, palliative care, and create awareness

to prevent HIV/AIDS, TB and hepatitis.

(https://hlilife.org/)

Activism
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