
FAQs: 

What You Need to Know about TPLO

What does TPLO stand for?
Tibial Plateau Leveling Osteotomy (TPLO) is one type of
surgical stabilization to repair a ruptured cranial cruciate
ligament (CCL) within a dog's stifle (knee) joint. 

What happens during the TPLO procedure?

To start, your surgeon will explore the knee joint and remove the
torn ends of the CCL. The TPLO surgery produces functional
stability of the knee by flattening the slope of the tibial plateau.
Your surgeon will cut the top portion of the tibia and level the
tibia plateau to reduce the cranial tibial thrust that causes
instability in the knee. Your surgeon will then stabilize the tibia
with a bone plate and screws. 

At ASOC, all our surgeons are board-certified and have
extensive experience performing TPLO surgeries. ASOC was the
first practice to perform TPLO in the Greater Seattle area. 

Why do dogs need TPLO?
A dog’s CCL, which is similar to a person’s anterior
cruciate ligament (ACL) in their knee, can degenerate
or weaken overtime for unknown reasons. Because
the CCL weakens over time, it can rupture with
minimal trauma, unlike the ACL in humans. It is the
leading cause of hind limb lameness in dogs. TPLO is
often recommended for medium- to large-breed
dogs, as well as canine athletes, as it restores them
closer to normal function. 
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Will my dog be able to return to normal activities?
TPLO typically provides faster recovery and better functional
outcomes, particularly for medium- to large-breed dogs, than
traditional CCL repair. Most dogs achieve about 95% of their
normal limb function and return to their prior level of activity
approximately 10-12 weeks post-TPLO surgery. It can take a year
or more before achieving similar results without surgery. 

Why TPLO instead of another surgery?

TPLO is one of the best studied surgeries and has been
performed for more than 20 years. It allows dogs to return to
activity much faster post-surgery than other types of less
invasive, extra-capsular procedures (Lateral suture/ MRIT, Tight
Rope). The TPLO procedure is also the most likely to restore
normal limb function, according to research. It is the most
commonly performed surgery for CCL rupture for medium to
large dogs. 

What is the success rate?
The success rate of TPLO surgery is extremely high, with
as many as 90% of dogs returning to normal or almost-normal
function. 

At ASOC, our board-certified surgeons have helped thousands
of dogs return to normal activities pain-free or largely pain-free.
ASOC has always been a leader of adopting practices to
improve outcomes and lower complication rates. 

"Dr. Thoeson is amazing and has repaired both of my pup’s torn CCL.

Recommend this place 100%!" - Cerena G. 

https://www.animalsurgical.com/for-pet-owners/why-asoc-for-tplo/


