
   FAQs: 

 Extracapsular Stifle Stabilization – CCL Surgery

What is an Extracapsular Stifle Stabilization – CCL Surgery?

Extracapsular Stifle Stabilization is one type of surgical
stabilization to repair a ruptured cranial cruciate ligament
(CCL) within a dog's stifle (knee) joint.

What happens during the procedure?
This procedure stabilizes the knee joint and prevents cranial tibial thrust
by placing strong nylon sutures just outside of the joint capsule. 

First, the surgeon will explore the knee joint and remove the torn ends
of the CCL. If the medial meniscus is damaged, that portion will also be
removed. Then your surgeon will drill two bone channels, or tiny holes,
one at the front of the tibia and the other on the outer aspect of the
femur. They will use those bone channels to loop the nylon sutures
around the joint capsule. Scar tissue will eventually form around the
sutures and hold the knee stable. This procedure is typically reserved for
small-breed dogs (less than 30 lbs). 

As ASOC, all our surgeons are board-certified and have extensive
experience performing Extracapsular Stifle Stabilization CCL surgeries.

Why does my dog need CCL surgery?
A dog’s CCL, which is similar to a person’s anterior cruciate
ligament (ACL) in their knee, can degenerate or weaken
overtime for unknown reasons. Because the CCL weakens
over time, it can rupture with minimal trauma, unlike the
ACL in humans. It is the leading cause of hind limb
lameness in dogs. Surgical stabilization of the knee joint is
the recommended treatment for a ruptured CCL. 
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Frequently Asked Questions, Cont. 

Why Extracapsular Stifle Surgery instead of another surgery?

Extracapsular Stifle Stabilization is most frequently recommended to
repair ruptured CCLs in small-breed dogs, or those that are under 30
lbs. This is due to the fact that the prognosis post-surgery is generally
better for smaller dogs. Larger dogs often stretch out the extracapsular
sutures and continue to have instability in their knee joint. 

Will my dog be able to return to normal activities?

Smaller dogs typically return to about 90-95% of their normal limb
function post-surgery. Larger dogs might only obtain 75-85% of their
normal limb function with this surgery. However, the level of pre-
existing osteoarthritis in the joint can impact this. Their level of activity
will be restricted for 8-10 weeks, and it can take up to 4-6 months for a
full recovery. 

What is the success rate?

The success rate of Extracapsular Stifle Stabilization surgery is
extremely high, with as many as 90% of dogs returning to normal or
almost normal function. Because of the high degree of success, it has
become the treatment of choice in smaller dogs. At ASOC, our board-
certified surgeons have helped thousands of dogs return to normal
activities pain-free or largely pain-free.

"Dr. Thoeson is amazing and has repaired both of my pup’s torn CCL. Recommend

this place 100%!" - Cerena G. 
Contact us anytime: www.AnimalSurgical.com/Contact

How much does it cost?

Cost of this surgery is variable, depending on the size of your dog and
the extent of the surgery, but estimates range between $3600-$4000
per leg. 
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