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THE CORNERSTONE GUIDES INTRODUCTION

The mission of Gospel Guides is to present the gospel of Jesus Christ and the HOPE it
provides to as many people as possible. The Cornerstone Guides are one way we do this.

JESUS CHRIST IS THE CORNERSTONE that the Scriptures mention. He is the foundation on
which the Kingdom of God is built. The Cornerstone Guides present foundational Christian
truths in an easy to understand manner. There are seven guides each dealing with a
different part of Christianity and life. The guides build on each other so reading them from
1 to 7 make the most sense. Guides 1-3 are beginner level. Guides 4-5 are intermediate
level and Guides 6-7 are advanced level. It is our hope that these guides will teach and
inspire, build knowledge and con�dence while helping to eliminate doubt, and help you
�nd Christ or strengthen your relationship with him. We hope the guides will be found by
many and used as a teaching and reference resource for years to come.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is the hope of the world
but it is more than just that. The Bible clearly says
that this world is controlled by the prince of evil,
Satan. If you look at how people treat each other
today you see his work everywhere. Pure evil is
evident and raging in the world, it is truly
heartbreaking. The Bible tells us that his world and
Satan will have its designated time, and then Christ
will return. This time he will return as the Lion
instead of the Lamb. Christ will call his chosen
people to be with him, and Satan and evil will be
crushed once and for all. A new world will begin and
the King of Kings will reign for eternity.

Come Lord Jesus come! If you aren’t ready,  
the time is now and the business is urgent!
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Introduction

I hope you have read Guides 1—3. If not, you may want to go back and do so. In Guide 1,
Life’s Big Questions, we learn that the Bible is the best source of answers for life’s big
questions.

 

In Guide 2, Discover the Bible, we learned that we should read the Bible because it is the
infallible word of God and had a divine origin. We learned that the uni�ed theme of the
Bible is the redemption of humankind through a Messiah known as Jesus Christ.

In Guide 3, Meet Jesus, we learned that Jesus came to earth fully man to be tempted like
men but lived a perfect, sinless life. We looked at the events of Jesus’ life and can
conclude that the resurrection proved Jesus was the Son of God. Jesus became our
permanent high priest and Advocate, and we all have new  in Jesus Christ. Jesus is
the King of Kings.

HOPE

In Guide 4, Sin Separates. Jesus Restores!, we will investigate sin, its origin, and the
damage, pain, and suffering it causes. Sin separates us from our true purpose: a
relationship with God. Jesus came to earth fully man to be tempted by Satan but lived a
perfectly sinless life. By doing so, he satis�ed the moral law, becoming the perfect
sacri�ce, the Lamb of God, to ful�ll the ceremonial law and atone for all sin, thus
restoring our relationship with God.

By laying down his life and taking it up again at the resurrection, Jesus became our
permanent High Priest forever, and ushered in the new covenant, which provides
salvation through forgiveness and grace if we repent and believe in Christ. 

INTRODUCTION

JESUS RESTORES!
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Sin Separates.

God created the world and everything in it (Genesis 1). God created humankind in his
image to rule over the world and to have a relationship with him. That is where we came
from and why we are here—God created us for a relationship with him (Genesis 1:27-28).
Since God created everything, God is the giver and taker of life and controls the world and
everything in it. God’s original vision for humankind was for us to live in the garden (or the
world) under his moral law known as the Ten Commandments. We would commune with
God, and he would provide abundantly for us. If this had happened, the world would be a
much better place.

 

2. What Is Sin?

 God created us, so he
has dominion over us, and he de�ned the rules for his society in the Moral Law, known as
the Ten Commandments. Anything we do that violates the moral law is a sin and rebellion
against God.

Sin is rebellion against God’s authority or disobedience to God’s will.

Disobedience to God’s will is also a sin, meaning that we are sinning when we know God’s
will and ignore it. The apostle James says it this way: “If anyone, then, knows the good
they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them” (James 4:17).

1. God’s Original Plan

SIN SEPARATES.

When we break the moral law, we are sinning by commission, by
committing the sin. When we ignore God's will, we are sinning by
omission, by avoiding his will.
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Sin Separates.

3. The Origin of Sin

Lucifer committed the original sin in heaven. Lucifer, whose name means “bright star,”
was an angel in heaven that decided he wanted to be God. Lucifer attempted to overthrow
God to become God. As punishment, Lucifer was expelled from heaven by God, and he took
his followers, many of the angels (now demons) with him. We now refer to Lucifer as
Satan which means “adversary, or one who resists” in Hebrew.

Satan �rst appears in the Bible in Genesis 3 as the serpent in the garden of Eden. The
serpent deceives Eve and Adam with the same sin he committed: idolatry. He tricked them
into believing they could become like God. He told them God only forbade them from
eating from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil to keep them from becoming like God.

So, with an assist from Satan, Adam and Eve decided they wanted to be like God, ate the
fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, trying to become like God, and
ultimately destroyed God’s original plan for humankind. Their rebellion and disobedience
resulted in humankind’s fall into a sinful nature. The fall caused dire corporate
consequences for all of humanity. The penalty for sin is death, and we all pay that (Gen
3).

If you read further in Genesis, you quickly see that the world falls into complete
wickedness. It says, “The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had
become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was
only evil all the time. The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on the earth,
and his heart was deeply troubled” (Genesis 6:5–8). The text says God’s heart was
“deeply troubled” by this, and he “regretted” creating humans. Sin is rebellion against
God, and it grieves God deeply.

"Human history is the long terrible story of man trying to �nd
something other than God which will make him happy." C.S. Lewis
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Sin Separates.

4. The First Covenant

 or old covenant, was an agreement between God and Israel. The
people of Israel would obey God, and in exchange, God would bless and take care of them.
They would be his people, and he would be their one and only God. God gave the Israelites
the moral law known as the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai to set clear expectations,
so there would be no misunderstanding of what constitutes a sin.

The �rst covenant,

When God gave the Ten Commandments to the Israelites, he personally
spoke them to the Israelites from his presence on Mount Sinai, as Exodus 20:1-20 tells
us. So not only did God give these commandments written on stone tablets, he also spoke
them directly to the people. Hearing from God directly scared the Israelites, and the text
says they “trembled with fear” (Exodus 20:18). The Israelites asked Moses to talk with
God for them because they were afraid. The Israelites thought they would die if they ever
heard directly from God again.

The moral law: 

 

Sin promises much, but it never delivers. Sin corrupts everything and separates us from
our Creator. It separates us from our natural purpose in the world—having a relationship
with our God. Sin cannot �ll the relationship void in our soul. It cannot give us the self-
control or the self-worth we crave.

So, Moses spoke with God, and God gave him the
ceremonial law or what is more commonly known as the Mosaic law, in Exodus 20:22—24,
Exodus chapters 21-40, and the book of Leviticus. The ceremonial law dealt with how to
atone for sin. It also set forth the instructions for the Levitical priesthood, the sacri�cial
system and offerings, the feasts and celebrations, and the building the tabernacle and
eventually the temple.

The ceremonial, or Mosaic law: 

 The
Levitical priests were the intermediaries between God and the people. 
Under the ceremonial or Mosaic law, there was a separation of God from the people.
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Sin Separates.

Jeremiah 31:31–34 says,
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD,

“when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel

and with the people of Judah. 
It will not be like the covenant

The people were supposed to live within the guidelines of the moral law. When they
sinned, the ceremonial law required that they go to the priests and provide the prescribed
sacri�ce for their sin, typically an animal sacri�ce, depending on the sin. The priests
would then sacri�ce the animal on the altar on their behalf under the ceremonial Law. But
this system did not satisfy God because the Israelites continually failed. 

after that time,” declares the LORD.

I made with their ancestors

“I will put my law in their minds

when I took them by the hand

and write it on their hearts.

to lead them out of Egypt,

I will be their God,

because they broke my covenant,

and they will be my people [this is the Holy Spirit living within us].

The blood of animals only cleansed people on the outside temporarily. The people were
unable to follow God’s commandments, and they repeatedly sinned, even to the point of
worshiping other Gods and idols. God desired a better covenant. God realized we needed a
Savior, a permanent high priest and advocate in heaven, and he decided that would be his
Son, Jesus Christ. He knew we also needed an advocate here on earth, and that would be
the Holy Spirit. Thus, God created the new covenant.

though I was a husband to them, ”
declares the LORD. 

“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
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Sin Separates.

or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’

“For I will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more” [this was Jesus’ �nal sacri�ce for our sins].

declares the LORD.
from the least of them to the greatest,”

because they will all know me,

We cannot exist in the presence of a perfect, holy God in a sinful state.
We would literally be destroyed immediately.  

Our sin separates us from God and leaves a void in our soul.

5. Sin Separates!

Sin is rebellion and disobedience against God, and it separates us from God. God is
perfectly holy, pure, mighty, and just beyond anything we can comprehend. Remember, he
spoke the world and everything in it into existence.

No longer will they teach their neighbor,

My �rst job after college was a superintendent position on a highway
construction project. We were preparing the subgrade for paving, and the soil
was too saturated with water. We had to remove moisture to get the ground
compact enough to pave. To do this, we used a process called lime stabilization.
We broke up the soil and mixed a lime material with it that absorbed the water.
The lime material was so dry and porous that the contractor doing the work told
me that if you threw a wet paper towel on top of the lime pile, the water would
leave the paper towel so fast it would burst into �ames. 
                                                                                                                                                 
I do not know if that is true or not. I never tried it, because that was enough of a
warning for me that I stayed far away from the whole process. But that is how I
view our sins would act in the presence of a perfectly holy and immensely
powerful God. Our sins �ee from God’s presence so fast that we are literally
destroyed.
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Sin Separates.

We do see instances like that in the Bible. One that comes to mind is the story in 2
Samuel when King David moved the ark of God. Uzzah, who would have been an honorable
religious man because he was close to the ark as it was being moved, reached out to
stabilize the ark because the ox pulling the cart had stumbled. When Uzzah touched the
ark, he was struck dead by God’s presence and wrath. The text says the Lord’s anger and
wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and King David was afraid of God that day.

The Bible says the law made nothing perfect (Hebrews 7:19). And God was not satis�ed
with the people under the Old Covenant (Hebrews 8:8). So, God sent his Son to satisfy the
Mosaic law by living a sinless life and sacri�cing himself once and for all, ful�lling the
ceremonial law and establishing the new covenant. Jesus said, “I have not come to abolish
the law but to ful�ll it” (Matthew 5:17)—which is what he did.

The Bible says that all sin is noticed and will be punished at judgment.  
It also says we will all face judgment. 

So, our sins must be atoned for if we want a relationship with God.

6. Sin Causes Su�ering

Many people believe a loving God would not allow suffering in the world, so they say
there is no God. These people see bad things happening to good people, and they blame
God for it. They do not understand that in God’s original plan in the garden of Eden, there
was no pain, suffering, or death, and in God’s �nal plan in heaven, there will be no pain,
suffering, or death. John says in Revelation that God, “’will wipe every tear from their
eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4).

The same folks who deny God exists also say that if God is all-powerful and loving why
doesn’t he intervene and end the suffering. Individually, I believe he often does so. Some
people suffer for a time and then recover, and that is often God answering prayers. 
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Sin Separates.

We live in the time between the fall of mankind in Genesis 3 and the rapture or second
coming of Jesus Christ. During this period, the world is a fallen, evil place. While we live
here, God is seeking to restore a personal relationship with us. The Bible says God created
us in his image for a relationship with us. God hoped humankind would choose to stay in a
relationship with him, and that man would demonstrate that choice by following the
moral law. But sin entered the world through Satan and man’s actions, not God’s. And
when sin entered the world, pain, suffering, sickness, and death came with it. As the world
has become more and more wicked, it has created more pain and suffering. It is a vicious
cycle, but it was created by man and not God. We cannot blame God for the problems our
sins have caused.

Corporately, the Bible says God will eventually end all pain and suffering. Jesus will come
back to earth the same way he left (Acts 1:9—11), and when he does, he will raise the
believers to be with him and cast the unbelievers into the lake of �re. The believers will
live with God in the kingdom for eternity with no pain and suffering, and the unbelievers
will perish (Revelation 21:8). As you might imagine, that is not the answer someone who
has just said they cannot believe in God wants to hear, but that is precisely what the Bible
says will happen. If you are in that boat, get out now—do not let your worldly pride stand
in the way of your eternal salvation.

God sees the damage we do to other humans, and it grieves him deeply.
God sees the wickedness within men's hearts that Satan uses for his
purposes. Jesus will return to crush Satan as promised in Genesis 3. 
Jesus wins!

The Bible says that, for now, the prince of the world (Satan) has control of the world
through its culture (1 John 5:19). Satan caused sin, suffering, and death—they are his
domain, and he should get all the credit for it. Satan rules the earth and its culture for a
short period, but then, the Bible says, Jesus will eventually return as the Lion of Judah,
and he will crush Satan. Jesus wins!
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Sin Separates.

Beware, the media loves to print stories of famous actors and sports �gures who
make statements such as God does not exist, or that they cannot believe in God
because a loving God would not allow suffering in the world. They frequently run
these stories, portraying these folks as intellectual giants making profoundly
factual statements we should believe. After all, they have life all �gured out
because they are wealthy and famous.  
                                                                                                                                         
Often when you investigate these people, you �nd that they are vastly successful
at their trade, but relationally, they are miserable and living with broken
relationships and often addictions. They do not believe in anything, so they
destroy everything, and inside they are mad at the world. Satan and the media
like to hold them up as stellar examples of life, and they are unknowingly playing
along, claiming there is no God, while Satan, who has been face to face with God
and knows he exists, uses them to attack God.         
                                                                                                                                         
These people live separated from their relationship with God, which leaves a
massive, painful void in their lives. They have all the trappings of success but
cannot use it to �ll their void or satisfy their souls. They need a savior, and God
sent them one, but their pride will not allow Jesus to be the answer because that
would be admitting they were wrong. How sad for them! How sad for our society
that so many people look up to them as role models.           

7. Sin Is Fatal

What if you had a severe problem that would horribly affect your health, happiness, and
future, but someone told you about the issue, and that there was an easy way to �x it.
Would you do it? Most of us would say yes, immediately—sign me up. Yet we all have that
problem—it is called sin—and many of us are aware of it but take no meaningful action to
�x it.

Sin is your MOST serious problem!
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Sin Separates.

Simply put, if we want to go to hell, we do nothing, and we go there automatically by
default due to our sins. Hell is our default destination. 

 Jesus lived the perfect, sinless life we were supposed to live, and then he died the
bloody painful death on the cross we deserve for our sins, fully experiencing the wrath of
God in our place. Please understand we had a sin debt so massive that we could never pay
it; no amount of good works is enough to come close to paying our sin debt. So Jesus
stepped in and paid our debt in full in advance by laying down his life for us.

Fortunately, there is a cure for our sin problem. God provided us a savior, his Son, Jesus
Christ.

Jesus traded his righteousness for our sins when he died on the cross. This gift of
righteousness is the greatest gift of grace we could ever receive, but it must be accepted.
You must accept Christ’s sacri�ce on your behalf.

So how do we accept this gift? What are we required to do?

Please understand what sin is. Sin is a pure rejection of and rebellion against God, and
with sin comes separation from God. 

(Romans 6:23). We MUST address the sin in our lives. It is
our most serious problem because it is our default setting.

God has already passed his sentence on our sin, in
Genesis 3, the penalty is death 

"Look for Christ and you will �nd him and with him everything else." C.S.
Lewis

If you desire eternal life in heaven, you MUST address the sin in your life.

The Bible says, “Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15). The “good news” is the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. To receive the gospel gift, we must pray to God, acknowledging
that we are sinners with a sin debt we cannot pay, and ask Jesus to forgive our sins. We
must believe that Jesus is God and can provide forgiveness for our sins and then believe
that he gives forgiveness when we ask for it. We repent, turning away from our sins, and
abide in our new saving relationship with Christ.
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Sin Separates.

When we do this, Jesus restores our relationship with the Father. The Bible says we
become a new creation, a Child of God, and from that point forward, we have eternal life.
Through Jesus, we have a beautiful reconciliation with our Heavenly Father and our
purpose in life—a relationship with God. Jesus �lls our void.

8. Defeating Sin

Sadly, we live in a fallen, sinful world, and we were born into it as sin attics. We did not sin
and become sinners—we were born sinners in a fallen world, and therefore we sin. That
will continue our entire lives. Our sinful nature, our weak �esh, the culture of the world,
and Satan all work together to drag us into sin and disobedience.

So how do we deal with and defeat our sin? Individually we cannot do it.

Can you remember a time in your life when you felt close to God and far from sin? When
was that, and why did you feel that way? This feeling happens when we are thrilled with
the wonder of the Gospel, and we are overwhelmed at God’s Love for us in Christ. This
closeness occurs when we realize the Gospel has genuinely melted our hearts. The only
way to beat sin is to focus on Christ and what the Bible says about our Savior, rather than
focusing on trying to beat the sin.

"Think not of the sinner or of the greatness of his sin, but think of the
greatness of the Savior." Charles Spurgeon

Fighting sin requires us to say yes to Christ �rst and then saying no to
sin. This is the only order that works.

Sadly, it is still possible for a Christian who has received Christ and the Holy Spirit to sin.
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Jesus Restores!

A living breathing close relationship with Jesus will drive sin out of your life faster than
anything else.

JESUS RESTORES!

1. Jesus is The Messiah

Since sin entered the world through
one person, it could be atoned for by only one person—Jesus Christ. So Jesus left heaven
and came to earth fully man and lived a sinless life, satisfying the moral law. The
ceremonial law required sacri�ces for sins to be perfect, blemish-free animals, the best of
the �ock or herd. Since Jesus lived a sinless life, he was blemish-free and thus became the
perfect sacri�ce for all our sins, past, present, and future. Jesus was the sacri�cial Lamb of
God and is the predicted Messiah.

The Old Testament predicted a Messiah would come. 
 

Fight for a close relationship with Jesus Christ, �rst let the gospel melt
your heart. Has the gospel melted your heart?

Because a person’s or animal’s life depends on the
blood that �ows through its veins, it cannot live without it. God required blood sacri�ces to
atone for sin as part of the ceremonial law. God said when speaking to Moses, “For the life
of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves
on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life” (Leviticus 17:11).

Symbolically, blood represents life. 

As Christians, our sin should bother us. It should disturb and trouble us, and continuing it
should be unthinkable to us. One on one, our willpower can’t defeat our sin nature, so our
choice cannot just be between sinning or not sinning. The choice needs to be between
desiring a God who satis�es completely or desiring a sin that only satis�es brie�y. The
choice is to walk toward Christ rather than away from sin.
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Jesus Restores!

The Romans �ogged Jesus before his cruci�xion. When someone was �ogged, they were
beaten with a scourge, a multi-corded whip with shards of glass, metal, or bone embedded
into the cords. The scourge tears the �esh to pieces. Jesus would have been covered in
blood after enduring a �ogging. Then he was nailed to the cross to die.

Visually, Jesus’ death could not have been bloodier—he was the blood sacri�ce for our sins.

We know that, after his death, Jesus was buried in Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb, where his
body stayed until Sunday morning when he rose from the grave. After the resurrection,
Jesus made many appearances. Then after 40 days, Jesus ascended into heaven, where he
is exalted to the right hand of God as permanent High Priest of his church. Jesus is the
predicted Messiah.

This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.  Acts 1:11
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Jesus Restores!

Under the Ceremonial or Mosaic Law, there was a separation of God from the Israelites.
The priests were the intermediaries between God and the people. The Priests were all
Levites and descendants of Moses’ brother, Aaron. They were also human, so they had to
make sacri�ces for themselves before they could sacri�ce for the people. When people
sinned, they brought the prescribed sacri�ces for atonement to the Priests to offer at the
temple alter on their behalf.

Here is what Hebrews 7:11-28 says about Jesus Becoming Our Permanent High Priest
(with commentary):

“If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—and
indeed the law given to the people established that priesthood—why was there
still need for another priest to come, one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the
order of Aaron?  For when the priesthood is changed, the law must be changed
also. (verses 11-12) 

Perfection could not be obtained under Mosiac law and the Old Covenant. We needed a
New Covenant and a New Priest.

“He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no one from
that tribe has ever served at the altar. For it is clear that our Lord descended from
Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. And what we
have said is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, one who
has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the
basis of the power of an indestructible life.  For it is declared: ‘You are a priest
forever, in the order of Melchizedek.’” (verses 13-17) 

2. Jesus Became Our Permanent High Priest

Jesus descended from the tribe of Judah and lived a perfect sinless life. God declared Jesus
a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek due to his indestructible life.
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Jesus Restores!

The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless  (for the law
made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to
God. And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, but
he became a priest with an oath when God said to him: ‘The Lord has sworn and
will not change his mind: “You are a priest forever.’” 22 Because of this oath, Jesus
has become the guarantor of a better covenant.” (verses 18-22)

“

The “former regulation” mentioned was the Mosaic law. God wanted a better covenant
with man, so he introduced a better hope: our Savior, Jesus, and the new covenant. God
swore an oath and will not change his mind—Jesus is High Priest forever. Jesus is the
guarantor of a new and better covenant.

Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from
continuing in of�ce;  but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent
priesthood.” (verses 23-24)

“

Since Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.

“Therefore he is able to save completely  those who come to God through him,
because he always lives to intercede for them. Such a high priest truly meets our
need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the
heavens.” (verses 25-26) 

Jesus meets our needs and can save completely those who come to God through him.

“Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacri�ces day after day,
�rst for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacri�ced for their sins
once for all when he offered himself.” (verse 27) 

Jesus sacri�ced for our sins once and for all when he died in our place on the cross. Jesus
lived a perfect, sinless, indestructible life and earned righteousness, thus become the
perfect sacri�ce for all sin. 
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Jesus Restores!

“For the law appoints as high priests’ men in all their weakness; but the oath,
which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.”
(verse 28)

The Mosiac law appointed men as priests. God’s oath came after the law and appointed
Jesus as High Priest of his Church forever.

3. The New Covenant - Salvation Through Jesus

There is an ancient Cherokee Indian saying, “Don’t judge a man until you have walked a
mile in his shoes.” God sent Jesus to Earth for just that purpose. Jesus became fully human
so that he could experience life as a human and all that entails. Throughout the Gospels,
we see Jesus experience the full range of human emotions. We see Jesus get angry, we see
him moved to tears standing outside Lazarus’ tomb, and we see him beg God to take the
cup from him in Gethsemane. Satan even tempted Jesus. Jesus walked in our shoes.

Here are some passages
from Hebrews that provide great insight into that question. Let’s dissect them verse by
verse.

One of life’s biggest questions is, “What happens when we die?”  

Hebrews 2:14 says, “Since the children have �esh and blood, he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the
power of death—that is, the devil.”

Jesus came as �esh and blood, to be like us. The penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23);
Satan caused that death when he convinced Adam and Eve to commit the �rst sin.

Jesus’ death atoned for all sin past, present, and future. God accepted Jesus’ sacri�ce and
proved it by raising Him from the dead. God exalted Jesus to his right hand as our
permanent priest.

Hebrews 2:15 says, “and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their
fear of death.”



GUIDE 4 SIN SEPARATES. JESUS RESTORES!

Jesus Restores!

The fear of death is one of the biggest fears humans have. People do crazy things when
they feel their life is at stake. The fear surrounding the question, “What happens when
we die?” literally holds people in slavery for their whole lives. Jesus himself experienced
how humans fear death himself while he was on earth. We see it at Lazurus’ tomb and in
Gethsemane. The gospel of Jesus Christ breaks the hold of death on our lives.

Hebrews 2:17 says, “For this reason, he had to be made like them, fully human in
every way in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
service to God and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.”

God’s plan was the new covenant, for salvation for man through Jesus, our Savior. Jesus
wanted to walk in our shoes to be human and experience what we experience. He came to
earth and lived a perfect, sinless life. He was tempted just like us, but he did not sin. Jesus
chose to die as the perfect sacri�ce to atone for all sins. He, through the gospel, offers to
take our sins and give us his earned righteousness in exchange.

Hebrews 2:18 says, “Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able
to help those who are being tempted.”

Jesus suffered when tempted just like we do, and now he advocates for us as our Savior
from a place of experience.

Hebrews 3:12-13 says, “See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a
sinful unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But encourage one
another daily,

Jesus is our living Lord and Savior. We need to focus on him and the salvation he provides
through the gospel because sin is our default earthly setting.

Hebrews 3:14 says, “We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our
original conviction �rmly to the very end.”

We are required to maintain our belief and conviction to the very end. The Bible says this
in numerous other places.
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Summary

SUMMARY

So, to summarize, Jesus left heaven and came to Earth fully human to walk in our shoes
and to be tempted in every way. He did this to offer us salvation by breaking Satan’s hold
on death, freeing those of us who are held in slavery to the question of, “What happens
when we die?” The Bible tells us what happens when we die; we all face judgment.

Hebrews says, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”
(Hebrews 4:13) and “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27)

Paul says, “So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.” (Rom 14:12)

Jesus says, “But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of
judgment for every empty word they have spoken. For by your words you will be
acquitted, and by your words, you will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:37)

John says, “Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the
Son” (John 5:22)

At our judgment, there are only two possible outcomes:

1.  Jesus will either say, “Yes, I knew ( ), and I loved him, and he
loved me. His life and works clearly showed an enduring faith to the end. I claim
( ) as mine, and I take his sins. Father, he is found righteous in my
name and by my grace. Well done, good and faithful servant. (see Matthew
25:23)

insert your name

your name

2.  Or Jesus will say, “I am sorry, I loved ( ), but he never loved
me, so I never knew ( ). Depart from me, you evildoer!” (see Matthew
7:23)

insert your name
your name

What will Jesus say to you?
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Summary

When we place our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, he frees us from the slavery of
wondering, “What happens when we die?” We have a known eternal outcome with Jesus
and we are free to live abundantly on the Earth, knowing our salvation is secure.

Do you know Jesus?  

If you need Jesus in your life go to www.cornerstoneguides/salvation

This salvation is know as The Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
LEARN ABOUT THE GOSPEL AND AMAZING GRACE IN GUIDE 5 

Does Jesus know you?






