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Connecting students to the outdoors for 
an embedded learning experience

SKERN LODGE  
GEOGRAPHY FIELD STUDIES
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Our Location
Situated in an ‘Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty’ and inside the internationally recognised 
UNESCO Biosphere of Braunton Burrows, Skern 
Lodge is ideally located for field studies. We are 
surrounded by a range of varied and biodiverse 
sites which each present unrivalled resources rich 
with opportunities for study.  

Your course can be built around fantastic 
fieldwork locations:
● Hartland Heritage Coast
● Braunton Burrows
● Northam Burrows
● Pebble Ridge, Westward Ho!
● North Devon Towns & Villages
● Taw & Torridge Estuary
● Brownsham Woods
● Lynmouth
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We have been 
providing  tailor-
made fieldwork 
courses since 2006

Skern Lodge provides geography 
and environmental fieldwork 
courses in North Devon.  
Our experienced and 
enthusiastic staff can design 
and deliver your programme, 
providing full tuition at all 
levels from Key Stage to A Level. 
Passionate about the outdoors, 
we ensure your students benefit 
from an exceptional outdoor 
learning experience that meets 
your educational needs.
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Primary and Secondary 
 
Our residential geography fieldwork programmes 
for Key Stage’s 1-3 offer students a chance to explore 
and understand the environment around them, from 
adaptations on the rocky shore, to the formation of 
dramatic landscapes on Hartland Heritage Coast.

Our activity design takes careful consideration of your 
particular group, ensuring your students’ curriculum 
needs, as well as their curiosity, are met. We encourage 
students to engage with the environment around 
them by asking important questions that utilise their 
mathematics and language skills.

Courses can explore the formation of various 
landscapes and the coast around North Devon, 
investigate various habitats, the marine environment 
and the diversity of sand dune systems. We can also 
look at the environmental and historical changes that 
have taken place and the geographical process and 
patterns that have shaped the area.

Key Geography and Biology concepts such as longshore 
drift or habitat zonation can either be introduced for 
the first time whilst out in the field, or students can 
apply classroom knowledge already learned from 
school to see how it measures up to ‘real life’.
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

AM: Arrive!
The group will be shown to 
their dormitory space and 
attend a short tour of the 
centre.

AM: Surf and Body 
Boarding
Westward Ho! is a perfect 
safe surf beach to enjoy 
catching some waves on a 
surf or a body board!

AM: Settlement Study 
at Bideford
What is Bideford town 
really like? Let’s explore 
the local high street and 
Pannier Market and ask the 
residents about the area.

All day: Rocky Shore 
Explore at Hartland 
Bay
Spend the day on the 
beautiful North Devon 
coastline to explore, walk 
and scramble over the 
rugged natural features 
at Hartland. Activities can 
include: navigation and 
walking, coastal traversing, 
rock pooling and field 
sketching.

AM: Crabbing at 
Appledore
Walk over to Appledore 
Quay and with the help of 
some trusty crabbing lines 
and bait, see who can catch 
the most!

PM: Climb & Abseil
This activity will develop 
confidence and trust in 
students as they scale our 
climbing walls and abseil 
tower.

PM: Seashore Trail
The rocky shore at 
Westward Ho! provides 
a great environment to 
search for sea life as well 
as learning about habitat 
zonation and creature 
adaptations.
 

PM: River Kayaking or 
Rafting
We take a trip along 
the River Torridge, our 
sheltered estuary, whilst 
learning about the river 
features and characteristics.

PM: Depart

Eve: Night Walk and 
Games
The group will discover 
more about the local area 
on a walk to our Lookout 
Field and Northam Burrows 
Nature Reserve.

Eve: Swim and Project 
Planning
A splash in the Skern 
swimming pool followed 
by a workshop to create 
questionnaires for 
tomorrow’s Bideford study.

Eve: Orienteering
We improve teamwork 
and map reading skills by 
taking part in a competitive 
orienteering activity.

Eve: Shelter Build and 
Campfire
A chilled evening around 
the fire telling stories and 
learning how to survive in 
the wild – maybe even roast 
some marshmallows!

Geography in Action 
All field studies trips can also be combined with 
our adventurous outdoor activities programmes 
to enhance your residential experience, 
developing both students’ educational needs, 
personal and social development.  

Examples include: 
●  Students can learn about river features and 

characteristics as they kayak down the River 
Torridge or discover how long shore drift works 
whilst surfing at Westward Ho! Beach.

●  At Hartland or Westward Ho! students can 
experience coastal traversing, explore rock 
pools, and scamble the landscape all whilst 
learning about habitat zonation and coastal 
life adaptations. Groups can also try out a field 
sketch or two. 
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GCSE Programmes
 
Courses set for pupils aged between 14-16 years old, 
students will undertake several pieces of Geography 
fieldwork at stunning locations.

Students will be introduced to all stages of an 
investigation, including setting a testable hypothesis 
and deciding on a sampling strategy, use of scientific 
equipment and apparatus when out in the field, 
primary data collection and presentation, and the 
process of articulating a robust conclusion and 
evaluation.

For an in depth learning experience students should 
undertake two geographical enquiries at GCSE level, each 
of which must include the use of primary data, collected 
as part of a fieldwork exercise. Fieldwork must take place 
outside the classroom and school grounds on at least two 
occasions. These can be achieved on an overnight stay, 
visiting by the day, or as part of a multi-activity week.

Undertaking fieldwork should be a crucial part of GCSE 
preparation, putting classroom learning into perspective, 
and gathering data that enhances and clarifies 
understanding. Fieldwork delivered well can also inspire 
further study following success at GCSE, encouraging 
more students to consider geography at A-Level.

A-Level
 
For students working towards A Level, our field studies 
programmes can provide the vital requirements to fulfil 
their fieldwork needs – whether that is brushing up on 
their fieldwork skills in preparation for their exams or 
completing their Independent Investigation (NEA). 

Our tutors can deliver all aspects of the course and 
support students through their enquiries as they 
develop their own hypotheses and strategies.

Skills Development Course 
At Skern Lodge, students can learn and practice fieldwork 
techniques and enhance their subject knowledge through 
first hand experiences linked to established case studies.

This tutor-led course will give students vital experience in 
all stages of the investigation process, from choosing the 
right sampling strategy to the correct and appropriate use 
of the fieldwork kit. 

Our workshops allow students to be introduced to what 
comes next after the completion of fieldwork. These can 
include; the use of correct geographical terminology, 
evaluation of the accuracy and reliability of the fieldwork 
kit and data presentation and statistics.
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Independent 
Investigation (NEA)
Students are able to complete their A Level 
Investigation at Skern Lodge. From pilot studies to 
advice on fieldwork best practice, from top tips on 
presentation methods to local expertise, our tutors 
are here to help on every step of the way. 

The days will be spent collecting data for students’ 
individual projects, in order to answer questions 
and prove or disprove any hypotheses surrounding 
their chosen titles. There will be opportunities 
throughout their stay to start collating data, chat 
with Skern tutors and draft up an ‘action plan’ that 
will guide in the completion of their individual 
projects once returned home. 

All fieldwork equipment can be provided. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

AM: Arrive
Students will be shown to 
their dormitory space and 
attend a short tour of the 
centre.

All day: Westward Ho!
Students will develop an 
understanding of the large 
depositional landform at 
Westward Ho! known as 
Pebble Ridge.
 
Walking through Westward 
Ho!, students will complete 
a small human study in the 
village as well as a pebble 
sorting investigation.
 
Fieldwork techniques 
include: Environmental 
Quality Surveys, Coastal 
Defence Analysis, Beach 
Profiles, Pebble Measuring

All day: Braunton 
Burrows
An introduction to the 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 
site, Braunton Burrows, and 
a recap of the theory of sand 
dune succession.
 
Travel through ‘time’, as 
we walk along a sand dune 
transect, surveying both 
abiotic and biotic factors, 
as well as evaluating the 
management strategies 
used here.
 
Fieldwork techniques 
include: Plant Identification, 
Wind Speed, Soil 
Temperature
 

All day: Bideford & 
Barnstaple
A short workshop on the 
history and demographics 
of two North Devon 
settlements, both 
experiencing regeneration 
with different degrees of 
success.
 
Two comparative studies 
will take place in both 
towns, with a potential for 
students to discover just 
how good a Devonshire 
cream tea is!
 
Fieldwork techniques 
include:
Land Use Maps, 
Questionnaires, 
Environmental Quality 
Surveys, Clone Town Surveys

AM: Archery or 
Swim
Learn how to do a bit of 
archery or have a quick 
splash around in the pool 
on the final morning.

PM: Hartland Quay
Explore the dramatic 
coastline over at Hartland, 
including its geological 
features and coastal 
landforms & processes that 
take place there.
 
Fieldwork techniques 
include: Field Sketch, Wave 
Count
 

PM: Depart

Eve: Methodology 
Workshop
Students will consider 
the advantages and 
disadvantages of various 
forms of primary data 
capture.

Eve: Data Presentation 
Workshop
Students will have an 
opportunity to collate 
their primary data and be 
tutored in presentation best 
practice.

Eve: Statistics 
Workshop
Using field data, students 
will have the opportunity 
to complete a stats test 
with the guidance of Skern 
tutors.

Eve: Human Data 
Workshop
Learn different ways 
to present and analyse 
qualitative data, including 
a Questionnaire Coding 
Activity.
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Example A Level Field Studies Programme…

The Centre
We are located on the North Devon coast, 
near Appledore on the shores of the Taw 
and Torridge estuary. Skern Lodge is a 
warm, clean and comfortable Centre for day 
trips and residential activity.  There’s plenty 
of room on site for games and play, and the 
views out to sea are amazing. With great 
organisation, friendly people, comfortable 
accommodation and healthy meals, you’ll 
get up each day ready to take on the world!

Accommodation
 
There are four separate accommodation areas, all with 
central heating, plenty of showers and comfy beds.  
Drying rooms are provided for each accommodation 
area and there is plenty of outdoor space to relax or run 
around in. 

Many of the rooms have expansive views across 
Northam Burrows and over the water and all the rooms 
have warm bedding and are made up ready for you. All 
staff and group leaders have their own en-suite room 
near their party group, and all groups benefit from a 
private meeting room and social area.

WiFi is available within most areas of the site and 
laptops are available for use for students undertaking 
fieldwork data.   

Catering
The dining facility seating 110 is at the heart of the 
centre.  We provide great variety, fresh, local options 
and served by an outstanding team with care and good 
humour.  Any dietary requirements can be catered for 
and there are plenty of healthy options.
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Hartland  
Heritage Coast 
This long rugged coastline 
boasts spectacular views, and 
wherever you look there are 
miles of jagged cliffs, secluded 
beaches and marine wildlife. 
The Hartland Heritage coast 
offers ample opportunity to be 
at one with nature and explore 
a wild and diverse landscape. 
During fieldwork activity 
students can observe the 
landscape’s significant erosion, 
geological features and coastal 
landforms including arches, 
caves, headlands and bays. 

Braunton Burrows 
The Burrows is the largest sand dune 
system in the UK. The area is at the heart 
of the North Devon Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) it is a UNESCO 
designated Biosphere reserve. Known 
for its rich diversity of plant and 
animal life, Braunton Burrows hosts an 
impressive 470 species of flowering plant 
and this includes the internationally rare 
flora and fauna. Studies can focus on the 
theory of sand dune succession; looking 
at both biotic and abiotic factors and 
how they may effect each other.  
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Northam 
Burrows 
Northam Burrows forms an integral 
part of North Devon’s UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve and also sits within 
an area of outstanding natural beauty. 
The area is home to an abundance 
of wildlife and is made up of grassy 
coastal plains with salt marshes, sand 
dunes, grasslands and the Country Park 
is a Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

Pebble Ridge, 
Westward Ho! 
Westward Ho! is known for its 
golden sand and the unique Pebble 
Ridge; a natural sea defence 
protecting the Northam Burrows. 
This large depositional landform 
consists of thousands of sandstone 
pebbles, some as big as rugby balls. 
Where it meets the estuary the 
pebble ridge forms a coastal spit, 
formed over hundreds of years from 
coastal processes such as longshore 
drift and sediment deposition. 
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North Devon 
Towns & Villages 
From seaside towns to fishing villages 
to the high street, North Devon has a 
charming collection of towns and villages 
nestled in the hills, valleys and even 
teetering on the sea cliffs. Students can 
experience the communities at Clovelly, 
regeneration at Bideford and Barnstaple, 
and tourism at Westward Ho!. 

Taw & Torridge 
Estuary 
This extensive estuary is a large, flat 
area which reveals salty mudflats and 
sandbanks at low tide. Together with the 
saltmarsh, these habitats are intriguing 
to observe. Field Studies students can 
experience the river’s characteristics 
and processes first-hand whilst kayaking 
down these beautiful waterways. 
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Skern Lodge, Appledore, Bideford,  
Devon, EX39 1NG
01237 475992
skern@skernlodge.co.uk


