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EforAll and Eforever Partner with Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus to Launch Small Business Support 

Programs in Buffalo 
 

Organizations to provide under-represented individuals with training, mentorship, and support to launch 
and grow successful small businesses  

 
BUFFALO, N.Y. -- May 4, 2021 -- Entrepreneurship for All (EforAll), the nonprofit whose mission is to 
accelerate economic and social impact through inclusive entrepreneurship, and Entrepreneurs Forever 
(eforever), a nonprofit focused on supporting established small businesses, announces their partnership 
with the nonprofit Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus (BNMC) to launch their free programs in Buffalo this 
fall. Together, these organizations will work to provide under-represented individuals with the training 
and support needed to start, grow and sustain their businesses. 
 
“There’s a great need for organizations like EforAll and eforever in our community, especially as we aim 
to recover from the pandemic’s impact,” said BNMC CEO Matt Enstice. “A survey conducted by Buffalo 
Niagara Partnership (BNP) found that 93% of Buffalo area businesses have seen a revenue decline, most 
by 50%. Through the implementation of these organizations, we will be able to revitalize our region and 
build a more equitable place for future startups, beyond the technology industry.” 
 
To help launch these initiatives, BNMC connected with financial partners, including lead sponsor 
KeyBank. “EforAll and eforever are exceptional organizations that will bring dreams to life and bring 
great opportunity and transformational change to the community,” said Elizabeth Gurney, Director of 
Corporate Philanthropy at KeyBank and Executive Director of the First Niagara Foundation. “We’re 
thrilled to work alongside BNMC to bring these initiatives to Buffalo, and remain dedicated to 
supporting our citizens, investing in their future, strengthening our regional economy and helping 
Buffalo and all of the communities we serve thrive.” 
  
EforAll helps to start and grow small businesses or nonprofits across a wide range of industries, including 
personal and professional services, food, retail, manufacturing and technology. The program offers a 
unique combination of immersive business training, dedicated mentorship from local business and 
community leaders, and access to a large professional network – along with the opportunity to win seed 
money.   
 
To oversee EforAll Buffalo, former External Affairs manager for the City Hall Division of Citizens Services, 
Juweria Dahir, has been hired as the Executive Director. In her former role, Dahir served as a liaison 
between various city departments and nearly 500 block clubs, identifying and implementing 
neighborhood development projects from beautification to restoration initiatives.  
 
“EforAll has done inspiring work for various communities in the U.S.,” said Dahir. “I’m eager to lead this 
organization in Buffalo as we have many talented and creative entrepreneurs who simply need the 



support and training that only a program like EforAll can deliver. My priority will be to seek out like-
minded community partners who share our vision for a more inclusive and entrepreneurial Buffalo.”  
 
Among the over 500 businesses started by EforAll participants, 74% are owned by women, 58% are 
owned by people of color, 46% are owned by immigrants, and 39% are owned by people who were 
previously unemployed. These businesses generated over $25M in revenue and created 720 local jobs in 
2019.   
 
With a successful track record of helping established small businesses in their continued growth and 
development, eforever will provide support to existing Buffalo businesses through professionally 
moderated monthly peer-to-peer group meetings. Peer group members share their entrepreneurial 
journey with others on a similar path and work through a progressive three-year competency program, 
ensuring that they build necessary skills for long-term success. Together, these nonprofits will service 
local communities to build thriving businesses and neighborhoods.  
 
“Over the past eight years, we’ve served entrepreneurs in 27 communities in Southwestern 
Pennsylvania, including our recent expansion into Massachusetts, connecting small business owners 
with the people and skills they need to thrive,” said A.J. Drexler, CEO at eforever. “We’re excited to 
extend the same support to Buffalo, as they recover from the pandemic.” 
 
On May 4, BNMC hosted a press conference announcing the forthcoming launch of these initiatives. 
Attendees included EforAll CEO David Parker, eforever CEO A.J. Drexler, KeyBank Corporate 
Responsibility Manager Kawanza Humphrey, Dean of the University at Buffalo School of Architecture 
and Planning Robert Shibley, and others.  
 
To learn more about these organizations and their Buffalo programs, or to donate to these initiatives, 
visit: eforall.org/ny/buffalo and entrepreneursforever.org. 
 
About EforAll  
Entrepreneurship for All (EforAll) is a nonprofit organization that partners with communities nationwide 
to help under-represented individuals successfully start and grow a business through intensive business 
training, mentorship and an extended professional support network. To date, EforAll alumni have 
launched more than 500 businesses and created more than 700 local jobs. Programs are available in 
both English and Spanish. EforAll is currently available in Longmont, Colorado, Northwest Arkansas, and 
the following Massachusetts communities: Berkshire County, Cape Cod, Fall River/New Bedford, 
Worcester, Holyoke, Lawrence, Lowell, Lynn, and Roxbury. To learn more about EforAll, please visit 
www.eforall.org.  
 
About eforever 

Entrepreneurs Forever (eforever), a program of the Mansmann Foundation, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization, supports small business owners and entrepreneurs who live or operate in evolving 



communities. Entrepreneurs Forever gives entrepreneurs the power to persist by providing know-how, 
skills, training, and support in the form of professionally facilitated peer-to-peer small groups that meet 
monthly. Eforever welcomes partnerships with referral agencies and underwriting sponsors. To learn 
more or become a member, visit entrpreneursforever.org.  
 
About Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus 
The Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus (BNMC) seeks to re-imagine our city’s future through the dynamic 
intersection of technology, health, discovery, and collaboration. The BNMC is an enterprise focused on 
cultivating inclusive innovation in partnership with our community. We do this by improving 
infrastructure, managing our sustainable transportation system, creating a culture of health and 
wellbeing, facilitating and nurturing innovation, and working with our partners to drive equitable 
economic development and growth. www.bnmc.org.  
 
About KeyBank 
KeyBank’s roots trace back 190 years to Albany, New York. Headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio, KeyCorp is 
one of the nation's largest bank-based financial services companies, with assets of approximately $176.2 
billion at March 31, 2021. Key provides deposit, lending, cash management, and investment services to 
individuals and businesses in 15 states under the name KeyBank National Association through a network 
of approximately 1,100 branches and more than 1,400 ATMs. Key also provides a broad range of 
sophisticated corporate and investment banking products, such as merger and acquisition advice, public 
and private debt and equity, syndications and derivatives to middle market companies in selected 
industries throughout the United States under the KeyBanc Capital Markets trade name. For more 
information, visit https://www.key.com/. KeyBank is Member FDIC. 
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