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Introduction 
 
The Fungi Foundation Ethnomycology Ethical Guidelines provide a framework for decision 
making and conduct for the ethnomycological research included in the Ancestral & Traditional 
Uses of Fungi map, future projects with Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies and local 
communities, and related activities. It reflects the vision of the Fungi Foundation (FFungi) and 
the goals to facilitate ethical conduct, equitable relationships, and reciprocal responsibility by 
all parties and to germinate a commitment to meaningful collaboration. We are aware of 
singularities in every different culture, so this is intended to be a living document that will 
adapt over time to meet changing understandings, contributions, and circumstances. 
 
 
Elders Program 
 
The Fungi Foundation is a global organization that explores fungi to increase knowledge of 
their diversity and ecological roles, promote innovative solutions to contingent problems, 
educate people about their importance and their current and ongoing applications, as well as 
recommending public policy for their conservation. 
 
The Elders Program is framed for the recognition of the ancestral relationship between fungi 
and other species of the planet. 
 
The importance of the relationship between fungal organisms and humans in evolution is still 
being unveiled and yet, what we know of this relationship is of inestimable value. It is 
fundamental to humankind’s future generations. Ethnomycology is the study of the 
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sociological impact and historical uses of, and relationships with, fungi by Peoples of different 
ethnicities, races, or nationalities. It can be considered a subfield of ethnobiology, which is the 
study of the interactions between people, organisms, and culture. According to Stamets (2000), 
the use of mushrooms by humanity extends back to Paleolithic times1. We also know that many 
different non-human animals and plants interact with fungi, and the knowledge of these 
interactions is also a component of ethnomycology. 
 
The ethnomycology of Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies and local communities comes 
hand in hand with the rich traditional ecological knowledge that they have accumulated over 
thousands of years. Based on La Duke's (1994) definition of traditional ecological knowledge 
as how Indigenous People relate to their ecosystems in culturally and spiritually based ways, 
we wish to respect, preserve, and restore this knowledge, together with the fungal organisms 
and the ecosystems in which they live2. 
 
The recognition of this deep ancestral relationship between fungi and other organisms, whether 
the details are known or not, is fundamental for the preservation and/or conservation of Earth’s 
ecosystems. 
 
We, at Fungi Foundation are aware that vast expanses of wild ecosystems of the world have 
already been irreversibly altered or destroyed, or are in danger of being so, and with these 
losses, all the accumulated knowledge of Indigenous People, traditional societies and local 
communities that has been learnt and transferred through generations of living in a land and 
having to survive from it also fades. With that, the Elders Program is committed to preserve 
and revitalize the ancestral knowledge of the use of fungi all around the world, and to recognize 
this critically important knowledge and wisdom through the Ancestral & Traditional Uses of 
Fungi map. 
 
We at Fungi Foundation are aware that in the past some research has been undertaken without 
the sanction or prior informed consent of Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies and local 
communities and that such research may have caused harm and adversely impacted their rights, 
so we are committed to working in genuine partnership and collaboration with these 
communities to avoid perpetuating past injustices and build towards developing positive, 
beneficial and harmonious relationships in the field of ethnomycology. 
 
 
 
 

 

1 See: Stamets, P. (2000) Growing Gourmet and Medicinal Mushrooms. 3rd Edition, Ten Speed Press, Berkeley. 

2 See: LaDuke, W. (1994). Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Environmental Futures. Journal of International 
Environemnt and Policy, 5, 127-135. 
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1. Principles 
 
This document is based on the ethical principles of ethnobiology (see International Society of 
Ethnobiology Code of Ethics [ https://www.takiwasi.com/pdf/declaraciones/isece-eng.pdf ]), 
on The Declaration of Belém, and other legal environmental documents, such as the Rights of 
Nature Law adopted in Ecuador; with principles that are based on sustaining life on Sacred 
Earth, respect for our Ancestors and for the traditional ecological knowledge of Indigenous 
Peoples, traditional societies, and local communities. These principles also facilitate 
compliance with standards set by international law, policies, and customary practice, such as 
those set out in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP, 
2018). 
 
The following Principles are the fundamental assumptions that form the Elders Program and 
the work of the Fungi Foundation. 
 
Principle of Self-Determination, Prior Rights and Responsibilities  
 
Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies, and local communities have a right to self-
determination, prior resource rights over, interests in and cultural responsibilities for all air, 
land, and waterways, fungal and the natural resources within where these peoples have 
traditionally inhabited or used, together with all knowledge, intellectual property and 
traditional resource rights associated with such resources and their uses. 
 
Principle of Respect to Pachamama3 and her Rights 
 
Nature in all its life forms has the right to exist, persist, maintain, and regenerate its vital cycles. 
 
Principle of Reciprocity, Mutual Benefit and Equitable Sharing 
 
Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies and local communities have the right to be 
compensated for the utilization of their knowledge and their biological resources. Mutual 
benefit and equitable sharing may occur in ways that are culturally appropriate and consistent 
with the wishes of the community involved. 
 
 

 
3 In recognition of the Pachamama in the current Ecuadorian Constitution Art. 71: “La naturaleza o Pacha Mama, 
donde se reproduce y realiza la vida, tiene derecho a que se respete integralmente su existencia y el mantenimiento 
y regeneración de sus ciclos vitales, estructura, funciones y procesos evolutivos. Toda persona, comunidad, pueblo 
o nacionalidad podrá exigir a la autoridad pública el cumplimiento de los derechos de la naturaleza. Para aplicar 
e interpretar estos derechos se observarán los principios establecidos en la Constitución, en lo que proceda. El 
Estado incentivará a las personas naturales y jurídicas, y a los colectivos, para que protejan la naturaleza, y 
promoverá el respeto a todos los elementos que forman un ecosistema.” 
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Principle of Conservation of Flora, Fauna and Funga  
 
The international acceptance of the recognition of the macroscopic organisms of Sacred Earth 
as Fauna, Flora and Funga4 paves the way for substantial changes in educational and 
agricultural policies, amongst others. The insertion of the term Funga in legal environmental 
laws and other documents is essential to the awareness of the threatened fungal organisms that, 
just like all the Flora and Fauna, are also suffering with the world’s loss of environments and 
changing climate.  
 
Principle of Respect to the Elders 
 
To show respect to the Elders includes attentive listening. Many want their voices to be heard. 
This knowledge needs to be preserved and used the best way possible, so the next generations 
will have an opportunity to live in a better world. The value of their words is inestimable and 
means the continuation of humanity, it is about the symbiotic relationship between people and 
their ecosystems. 
 
Principle of Acknowledgement and Due Credit 
 
All the research conducted and included in the program must be given due credit and be 
referenced in accordance with the preference of the Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies 
and local communities, researchers, and authors. Acknowledgement and due credit extend 
equally to secondary or downstream uses and applications. 
 
Principle of Educated Prior Informed Consent 
 
Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies and local communities have the right to make 
decisions on any program, project, study, or activities that directly affect them. Educated prior 
informed consent must be established before any research or program is undertaken, at 
individual and collective levels, as determined by community governance structures. In cases 
where the intentions of proposed research or related activities are not consistent with the 
interests of these peoples, societies, or communities, they have a right to say no. 
 
Principle of Supporting Indigenous Projects 
 
To recognize and support the efforts of Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies, and local 
communities in undertaking their own research – based on their own epistemologies and 
methodologies – in creating their own projects, programs, knowledge sharing mechanisms and 

 
4 Kuhar, F., Furci, G., Drechsler-Santos, E. R., & Pfister, D. H. (2018). Delimitation of Funga as a valid term for 
the diversity of fungal communities: The Fauna, Flora & Funga proposal (FF&F). IMA Fungus, 9(2), Article 2. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF03449441 
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related activities, and in utilizing their own collections and databases in accordance with their 
self-defined needs.  
 
 

2. Practical Guidelines: 
 
We, members of the Fungi Foundation, strongly urge actions as follows:  
 

a) To act in good faith to ensure that the connections to original sources of knowledge and 
resources, maintained in the public record, are given due credit, and are referenced in 
accordance with the preference of the traditional and Indigenous Peoples, local 
communities, researchers, and authors.  

 
b) In the situation where research has been done without proper prior consent, has caused 

harm and/or adversely impacted a community’s rights, and if the community requests, 
we require members to remove the project work with which the information has been 
related, and to commit to working in genuine partnership and collaboration with these 
communities to avoid perpetuating past injustices and build towards developing 
positive, beneficial and harmonious relationships in the ethnomycology field. 
 

c) Take active measures to protect and to enhance the relationships of Indigenous Peoples, 
traditional societies and local communities with their environment and fungal 
organisms and thereby promote the maintenance of cultural and biological diversity. 

 
d) To support projects that are led by Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies, and local 

communities, especially those related to the recovery of ecosystems, traditional ways 
of living and ethnomycological knowledge.  
 

e) To support programs that are developed to guarantee the preservation and strengthening 
of Indigenous and traditional communities and their traditional knowledge. 

 
f) Try to establish mechanisms by which Indigenous specialists and knowledge holders 

are recognized as proper authorities and are consulted in all programs affecting them, 
their resources, and their environment.   
 

g) To give opportunities for the voices of Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies, and 
local communities to be heard directly. The full spectrum of their stories, not only the 
beautiful side of them (e.g., ceremonies and sacred traditions) but also the everyday 
struggles and what threats they are suffering with the current political situations and 
endangered ecosystems. 
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h) To be aware of historical traumas and specify the level of threats to the ecosystems and 
populations included in each project to be developed. 
 

i) To preserve the knowledge that has been collected and make it available for humanity, 
especially vulnerable populations, and future generations. 

 
j) Create educational programs to alert the global community to the value of 

ethnomycological knowledge for human well-being that can be readily accessible to the 
world, especially to the Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies and local communities 
that have contributed to the ethnomycological knowledge gathered. 

 
k) To be aware that some Indigenous, traditional, or local peoples may have their own 

cultural protocols and practices for conducting research and projects within their own 
communities; in the event of inconsistency between such local requirements and the 
FFungi Ethical Guidelines, all parties involved are encouraged to work collaboratively 
to develop appropriate practices. 
 

l) To refrain or minimize as much as possible the adverse effects of activities of research 
that can disrupt or disenfranchise Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies, and local 
communities from their customary and chosen lifestyles; and optimize the positive 
outcomes. 
 

m) To work with ethnomycologists to make results of their research available to the 
Indigenous Peoples, traditional societies, and local communities with whom they have 
worked, and whenever possible include dissemination in the native language. 

  
n) To work for restoring ethnomycological practices that have disappeared from the 

traditional ecological knowledge of a cultural group. In the case that the Indigenous, 
traditional, or local peoples no longer exist as a distinct cultural group, to try to restore 
the knowledge by having it available as part of the outcomes of the projects to be 
developed. 

 
 
Note: This document has been revised and endorsed by our Board of Directors, Advisory 
Board, and our team members. These Ethnomycology Ethical Guidelines show the 
fundamental assumptions for internal use of the Fungi Foundation and whomever may desire 
to adopt them in partial or in full. Though it is based on the main global and individual 
commitments of some nations and organizations, it has not been reviewed by any Indigenous 
Peoples, traditional societies, and local communities.   
 
Cite as: Villani M., C. Moreno, G. Furci. (2023). Ethnomycology Ethical Guidelines, Fungi Foundation. 
http://assets.ffungi.org/ethicalguidelines.pdf 
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