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Fungi Foundation proposes the recognition and
management of the Funga of Chile in the new Constitution.

Within the process of creating a new Constitution in Chile, the Fungi Foundation
presented a legislative initiative along with elected constituent Constanza San Juan,
which recognizes the Fungi kingdom on equal footing to the kingdoms Plantae and

Animalia, and proposes and defines an integrated management of the fungal
diversity of Chile.

The legislative initiative presented is titled “Recognition of the funga of Chile and its
ecosystemic and social functions”:

1. Article X1. Recognition of kingdom Fungi and funga.
The State recognizes and refers to the Fungi kingdom as an equivalent to the Plantae
and Animalia kingdoms, which plays an essential role in the existence of living beings
in all ecosystems, through processes such as symbiosis, decomposition, and its direct
incidence in biogeochemical cycles. Funga will be understood as the diversity of
fungi of a certain place.

2. Article X2. Duties of the State and society on the funga of Chile.
It is the duty of the State and society to ensure the existence and conservation of
Chilean funga, its habitats and ecosystem, social, economic, nutritional, and health
functions. In cases of affectation or degradation of the native funga, whether due to
climatic or anthropic reasons, the State will promote the restoration of its habitats and
ecosystem functions, without prejudice to the responsibility of individuals.

3. Article X3. Management of the funga of Chile.
The State must establish an integrated management of the funga present in its
territory, which ensures the effective participation of all the peoples involved and/or
related to it and defines the regulations of the use, access, state of conservation, and
responsible and sustainable use of Chilean funga. The communal governments will
have powers to administrate and regulate the economic activities associated with the
funga of the country. The State will promote economic, educational, cultural, and
research activities that allow improving the conservation and management of the
native funga.



4. Article X4. Of knowledge about the Fungi kingdom.
The State must strengthen the transmission of local, ancestral, and scientific
knowledge for the knowledge, education, and conservation of the Fungi kingdom
among all peoples.

This is an important milestone for the protection of fungi in Chile and the world. This is the
first time in the history of a country that an action of this importance is made, where the
recognition of the Fungi kingdom is requested by entering a legislation initiative in its
Constitution.

Last November 25th, 2021 the executive director of Fungi Foundation, Giuliana Furci,
appeared before the Environmental Commission of the Constitutional Convention to express
the need to talk about plants, animals and fungi, or fauna, flora and funga with a clear call to
incorporate funga in the constitution if and when fauna and flora are named.

"It is necessary that the 3Fs: flora, fauna & funga are incorporated into the current terms in
biodiversity policies to ensure the inclusion of the Fungi kingdom in agricultural and
conservation policy frameworks and to unlock crucial funds for education, mycological
research and so on," stated Giuliana Furci.

On February 1, 2022, the proposal of a Constitutional legislation in accordance with the
provisions of Articles 81, 82, 83, 84 of the General Regulations of the Constitutional
Convention, was sent in full to the Commission on the Environment, Rights of Nature,
Natural Patrimony and Economic Model after being sponsored by members of the
Convention.

Daniela Torres, Chile Office Lead of Fungi Foundation remarked: "as an organization it is
important for us to continue with our efforts in public policies for the protection of fungi, their
habitats and the people who depend on them". To which she added "our organization has
supported successful initiatives such as the incorporation of fungi in the Law on General
Bases of the Environment, and in that line we will continue to promote the 3F Initiative led
jointly with academics from the New York University School of Law and also the Society for
the Protection of Underground Networks (SPUN) because talking about only fauna and flora
is obsolete".

The next step for this legislation initiative is the presentation and eventual approval in the
Convention's Environment Committee. If passed, it will go directly to a vote in the Plenary of
the Convention where a quorum of ⅔ must be met in order to become part of the draft of the
Constitution.

Fungi: Is the kingdom.
Funga: Diversity of fungi in a specific territory.
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