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Online with a tax preparation software or web application
 Did you know that the Canadian Federation of Students offers students free
 tax filing with UFile all year round? Visit www.ufilefree.ca for more
 information. After entering your T2202a Tuition form, navigate to the Special
 Offers section and enter the special offer code CFS1981. (please note: you
 must enter the special offer code in the Special Offers section and not during
 the checkout process, visit www.ufilefree.ca for more information)
Community Volunteer Income Tax Program - Tax Clinics  
NETFILE and EFILE Certified tax software (electronic filing) 
Tax filing assistance from a CRA agent
Mail
Accountant
File my Return - Automated phone line (by invitation only)
An approved tax preparation service provider or discounter

Whether full time or part time students, domestic or international 
studentsstudents in post secondary education should file a tax return. There 
are some instances where individuals don’t have to file a return but it is 
recommended that you file even if you have no income or tax to pay. 
However, as a student you should file in order to carry forward your tuition tax 
credits to a year where you have taxable income to claim in a future year.

If you are a mature student, you are considered the same as regular 
students when filing your tax return.

For more information on filing your tax return, visit the Canada Revenue 
Agency Students and Income page.

 
If you don’t file a tax return, and you owe taxes, you may be assessed 
interest and penalties in addition to your unpaid taxes. This will continue for 
each year that you do not file. If you do not file, you will not receive any 
benefits or credits that use your tax return to determine your eligibility and 
entitlement. 

The Voluntary Disclosure Program (VDP) is a program that you can apply for 
voluntarily to come forward to the CRA to fix errors or omissions in your tax 
filings before the CRA knows or contacts you about it. The CRA will grant you 
relief on a case by case basis. You will have to pay the taxes owing plus 
interest (in part or in full) as a result of your corrections. The three types of 
relief you can receive if the CRA accepts your application could include 
prosecution relief, penalty relief and partial interest relief that you would have 
otherwise needed to pay.

The CRA grants a higher level of relief to those who correct an unintentional 
error than those who intentionally avoided paying their taxes. To find out 
more about this program, visit the Voluntary Disclosures Program.
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Ways to file your return
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Tax clinics are events setup by organizations to help people that need help filing their 
taxes for a variety of reasons. Your students’ association may coordinate on-campus or 
virtual tax clinics to assist you with navigating your tax file. Make sure to check your 
students’ association’s website for details. Additionally, the Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA) helps students every year by setting up tax clinics across the country and making 
it easier for people looking to file their taxes to access. If you want to find one  close to 
you, call 1-800-959-8281 to speak with a CRA officer or go to canada.ca/taxes for more 
information. If you live in the Territories and use the area code 867, call 1-866-426-1527 
to speak with a CRA officer that specializes in northern tax filing.

When is my tax return due? 
The tax-filing deadline for this year is April 30, 2022.

General Information for Students

What happens if you don’t file a tax 
return or if you file late?

Ways to File Your Return

Looking for a free tax clinic?
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The most common types 
of income you may 
receive as a student 
include: 
      Employment income 
      Tips and occasional 
      earnings 
      Investment income 
      Registered education 
      savings plan payments 

Find more common types 
of income and information 
about them here.

Non-refundable Tax Credits
These tax credits reduce your federal tax up to the 
amount of owing. You can only use these tax credits 
to reduce your tax payable to zero and cannot get a 
refund for these tax credits. 

Common federal non-refundable tax credits for 
students include: 

Canada employment (line 31260)
If you reported employment income, you can claim 
this credit as it provides recognition for work-related 
expenses such as computers, uniforms and 
supplies in the public and private sector. 
Self-employed individuals are not eligible to claim 
this amount. For more information, visit this page.

Tuition amount (line 32300)
This amount refers to the tuition fees you paid to 
your educational institution. You should have 
received a T2202 form to claim this amount. With 
this tax credit, you can carry forward your current 
year’s unused Federal tuition fees (that you didn’t 
transfer to a spouse or parent) to claim in a future 
year, and any unused tuition, education, and 
textbook amounts (name of this credit before) that 
you can’t use this year. For more information head 
over to this page.

Child care expenses (line 21400)
These are expenses you or another person paid to 
have someone look after an eligible child so that 
you or your eligible spouse or common-law partner 
could do one of the following: 
      Earn income from employment
     Carry on a business either alone or as an active  
     partner
     Attend school under the conditions identified 
     under the educational program
     Carry on research or similar work, for which you 
     or the other person received a grant 

What do I need to file a return?
To file a return, you need a Social Insurance Number (SIN). If you don’t 
have a SIN, contact Service Canada to apply for one.

Do I have to file a return?
International students are responsible for determining their income 
tax status to ensure they pay their required amount of taxes each year. 
An international student must file a return if you owe tax, or if you want 
to claim a refund. 

Your residency status also determines your income tax return filing 
requirements in Canada. If you are unsure of your residency status, 
visit this page from the CRA for more information.

What tax credits am I eligible for?
The two most common tax credits international students are eligible 
for are tuition amounts and the GST/HST credit. For more information 
about these credits, visit this page. You may also be eligible for other 
tax credits depending on your residency status. For more information, 
please contact the Canada Revenue Agency.

If you are a full time or part time student in post-secondary, 
you must file a return if you have taxable income, and you 
should file a return to claim your education tax credits.

Tax Credits for Students

Generally, the eligible spouse or common-law 
partner with the lower net income can claim these 
expenses. There are instances where the individual 
with the higher income may be able to claim this 
expense if their spouse or common-law partner 
was enrolled in an educational program or if 
another specific situation applied. For more 
information, visit this page.

Moving expenses (line 21900)
You can claim this amount if you moved for one 
of the following reasons: 
      You moved to enroll as a full-time student in 
      a post-secondary program (university, 
      college, or other educational institution) 
      You can only claim moving expenses for the 
      taxable part of your scholarships,   
      fellowships, bursaries, certain prizes, and 
      research grants or you moved for summer 
      employment and can claim moving 
expenses 
      against that income

For both situations, your must have moved at 
least 40 km closer to your education institution 
or place of work. For more information, visit this 
page.

Additional deductions: 
Adult basic education tuition assistance (line 
25600) Adult basic education (ABE) is primary or 
secondary level education, or certain other forms 
of training. If you reported income assistance to 
cover all or part of the tuition fees for your ABE, 
you can claim a deduction for the following:
      The amount shown in box 21 of your T4E
       The amount shown in box 196 of your T4A 
      slip that is more than the scholarship 
      exemption you can claim for this tuition 
      assistance (for more information, see this 
      page).

International Students

Domestic Students

Common deductions 
from income include: 
      Moving expenses
      Attendance at a post-
      secondary educational 
      institution
      Child care expenses 

Find more details about 
these common 
deductions here.
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The CWB is a refundable tax credit aimed at helping low-income workers and the benefit has two 
components: the basic amount and a disability supplement.

To claim this amount and for more information, head over to this page. 

Refundable Tax Credits

Repaying COVID-19 Benefits
If you’re having trouble paying back 
any of the COVID-19 benefits you’ve 

received, the CRA has payment 
arrangements that may work for you. 

Find out more information here.

Canada Workers Benefit (CWB)

Part-time Students

Part-time students are eligible for most tax credits and benefits that full-time student are eligible for, but 
there are different amounts of deductions available based on your student status. 

Here is a list of requirements in order to be considered a part-time student:
      You are enrolled in a specified educational program
      You are taking evening classes
      The course load that the student is taking is a minor course load, as opposed to a full-time student
     who is taking a major course load

Persons with Disabilities and Their Caregivers

These tax credits reduce your tax owing and any remaining 
credit is refunded to you or applied to another balance 
owing.

Common refundable tax credits for students may include: 
      Canada training credit 

      
      Child and family benefits
          

      Other provincial or territorial tax credits 

If you received COVID-19 Benefits in 2021

If you received COVID-19 benefits in 2021, these benefits 
are included in calculating your taxable income. 

You will either receive a T4A or a T4E slip reporting these 
benefits. Residents of Quebec will receive a T4A slip and a 
RL-slip. The details of these slips will need to be provided on 
your tax return.

Disability Supplement Eligibility:
       You are eligible for the disability tax 
      credit
       Must have an approved T2201 
      Disability Tax Credit Certificate

Eligibility: 
       You are earning working income
       You are a full-time student with an eligible 
      dependent
       You are a resident of Canada throughout 
      the year
       You are 19 years of age or older on 
      December 31, or you live with your spouse 
      or common-law partner or your child

The Disability Tax Credit (DTC)
The DTC is a non-refundable tax credit that 
helps reduce the amount of income tax they 
may have to pay every year. For more 
details and eligibility, head over to this 
page. 

Child Disability Benefit (CDB)
The child disability benefit (CDB) is a tax-free 
monthly payment made to families who care 
for a child under age 18 with a severe and 
prolonged impairment in physical or mental 
functions.  For more details and eligibility, 
head over to this page. 

You can claim this credit only if you meet the all 6 
conditions listed on this page that includes tuition 
and other fees paid to an eligible educational 
institution in Canada for courses you took in 2021, or 
fees paid to certain bodies in respect of an 
occupational, trade or professional examination 
taken in 2021.

This includes the Canada child benefit, goods and 
services tax/harmonized sales tax (GST/HST) credit, 
their related provincial and territorial programs, as 
well as Canada workers benefit and other federal 
programs. For more details, head over to this page.

You may be entitled to provincial or territorial credits 
in addition to your federal credits. For information 
about your provincial and territorial credits, head over 
to this page.


