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Our internal assessments during 2020/2021 show that many learners have been 

impacted, and that there is a marked difference for some groups of learners between 

the children’s targets (FFT50) and their actual attainment. In particular, in addition to 

our pupil premium children whose performance has generally been negatively 

impacted our youngest children, lower prior attainers and those with social and 

emotional needs have also been markedly impacted. Last year, our effective 

deployment of staff to work those children most in need academically sought to 

mitigate this impact further.fi 

Our assessment of the reasons for these outcomes points primarily to Covid-19 impact, 

which disrupted all our subject areas to varying degrees. As evidenced in schools 

across the country, school closure was most detrimental to our disadvantaged pupils, 

and they were not able to benefit from our pupil premium funded improvements to 

teaching and targeted interventions to the degree we had intended. The impact was 

mitigated by our resolution to maintain a high quality curriculum, including during peri-

ods of partial closure, which was aided by use of online resources such as those pro-

vided by Oak National Academy and, in addition: 

 Places were offered to our vulnerable pupils including our disadvantaged children;  

 Digital devices were provided to our disadvantaged children including access to 

WIFI; 

 Additional pastoral support was provided including home visits, and support for par-

ents including time with our mental health first aider; 

 Tailored support was provided to meet the individual pupil and family needs. 

These approaches meant that engagement during lockdown either in school (where 

places to taken) or at home was high. 

Attendance at Holy Trinity had been challenging historically although the strategies and 

initiatives implemented in 2018/2019 prior to the pandemic were showing promising re-

sults. Our overall attendance in 2020/2021 was lower than preceding years. At times 

when all pupils were expected to attend school or where places were offered in lock-

down, absences amongst our disadvantaged pupils was higher than peers as was the 

percentage of persistent absentees. When schools re-opened our pastoral team sup-

ported our most vulnerable families to facilitate a smooth return to face-to-face educa-

tion. 



Our assessments and observations indicated that pupil behaviour, wellbeing and men-

tal health were significantly impacted last year, primarily due to COVID-19 related is-

sues. The impact was particularly acute for our vulnerable learners – including our dis-

advantaged children – and our youngest children. We used pupil premium funding to 

provide wellbeing support for our young people, targeted interventions and set up a 

nurture provision in consultation with external agencies. We are building on many of 

these approaches in the activities detailed in this strategy. 


