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Welcome
This half term saw the Academy’s first Ofsted 
inspection in 5 years.  Students and staff were 
absolutely fantastic over the 2 days 
inspectors were here and the inspectors 
spoke very positively about the school.  They 
were impressed in the high numbers of 
parents/carers, staff and students completing 
the survey and spoke very positively about 
the academy.  In the last inspection in 2017, 
the Academy received a Good rating and this 
was what they call a Section 8 inspection 
where they come to check whether we are 
still Good.  I am not able to report their 
findings quite yet and the report should be 
published early next month.  I will write to you 
then and publish the report on our website.  I 
would just like to thank parents/carers and 
students for all their messages of support 
during the inspection and students for 
representing the academy so well – they 
made us very proud. 

As you will be aware, staff absences have 
been quite high in the last few weeks. This has 
been in both Teaching and Non-Teaching 
Staff.  Although Covid cases in students are 
very low, they have been rising in staff and 
this has led to lessons needing to be covered 
by supply teachers, teachers of other 
subjects, Senior Leaders and some occasional 
lessons needed to be merged and put on in 
the hall in order to ensure we could stay open 
to all students.  The students and staff have 
been really flexible and adapted well during 
this time and, I know it isn’t ideal, but these 
are temporary measures and will avoid us 
having to close to the school to a year group 
which many of the other schools in Leeds 
have had to do in the last few weeks.  We 
continue to ventilate, use hand sanitiser and 
regular hand washing, and staff are wearing 
masks in communal areas.  The Covid rates in 
staff have been reducing this week so I am 
hopeful we are over our peak and staff will 

have the Easter break to recover.  Thanks to 
students, parents and carers for their 
patience and understanding at this time. 

Even though we had an inspection and issues 
with staff absences, the Music and Drama 
departments were still able to put on a 
spectacular musical, Annie, with 60 of our 
students singing, dancing, acting and all 
round performing over 3 nights and a matinee 
we put on for some of our feeder primary 
schools as part of our transition programme.  
The students were incredible and many staff 
supported the departments through making 
costumes, painting and creating the sets, 
running the lighting & sound and looking after 
the students whilst they were waiting to go 
on.  The PTA did a fabulous job running the 
refreshments and the support each night 
from parents, carers and family members was 
brilliant.  Not only that, but the Music 
department followed this up with a fabulous 
Spring Concert this week where some really 
talented students performed a wide range of 
music.  

Competitive sport has also continued ticking 
along in the background with academy teams 
getting to quarter-finals, semi-finals and finals 
in Swimming, Football, Netball, Basketball, 
Table Tennis, Cross Country, Rugby and 
Badminton.  Our Dance Team also did well in a 
very competitive Great Big Dance Off 
competing against schools across the city.  As 
you will read, the Academy Food Clubs have 
been creating Easter Bunny Cakes and the 
Year 10s have sat their practical exams in the 
last week.  Our Debating Team won the Leeds 
Debating Competition and the academy has 
become awash with students playing chess!  
In fact, during our inspection I saw a very large 
group of students crowding around one of our 
outside tables.  Worried there was something 
going on, I immediately rushed over and 
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pushed through the crowd to find around 60 
students watching and cheering on a Year 8 
Chess Match!  Only at Abbey Grange! 

I really need to mention student attendance.  
Our student attendance has sat at around 
95% since September.  The national average 
in normal times is usually around this level but 
currently, due to Covid, it is in the low 80s!  
Our inspectors were amazed at how high our 
attendance was and we are very proud of our 
students (and their families who get them 
here) for getting themselves into school and 
into lessons every day.  

The Academy is saying some farewells to staff 
this week who are moving on to other 
schools.  Earlier in this term, Mr Allen, Mr 
Al-Bazi and Miss Barnes all left the Maths 
department unexpectedly.  Miss Hunter from 
our MFL department is leaving us for a school 
in Barnsley and Mr Bankowski, our IT 
Technician, is leaving us after 15 years.  We’d 
like to thank them all for all their hard work 
over the years they have been with us and 
wish them luck for their future.  

Easter is nearly here and students and staff 
are earning a well-deserved break.  For our 
Year 11s and Year 13s, the next term is a big 
one and we wish them all the success in 
preparation for the exams.  Their mock exams 
showed that they are on the right track and 
have given us teaching staff the information 
we need to know how to support them.  There 
will be intensive revision lessons for them 
next term, workshops and resources and they 
will need support at home to ensure they are 
revising.  We will also be providing rewards, a 
rewards trip and the eagerly awaited Proms to 
keep them going and give them something to 
aim for.  Our Year 10s will also start their 
assessment season after Easter.  

Easter is a time for newness, freshness, 
renewal, when light illuminates the dark 
moments, a time for family and a time for 
hope.  With the glorious weather of the last 
week, the academy has felt vibrant, busy and 
a happy place, and student attendance has 
been some of the best in the country.  I would 
like to thank parents/carers and students for 
ensuring they are here everyday and for 
embracing life with a smile on their face and a 
positive hard-working attitude.  Have a great 
break and I’ll see you all when we return on 
Tuesday 19th April. 

Mr Prinsep
Principal



Abbey Grange C of E Academy Newsletter

In partnership to Educate, Nurture, Empower

KS3 Easter Food Club
Making Easter Bunny 
Cupcakes
Year 7 and Year 8 students used their practical 
skills to make delicious Easter bunny cakes 
during two after school clubs. They were very 
creative with the ingredients we provided. 
Have a go at making these at home.

Personal 
Development

Students have continued to develop their skills 
beyond the classroom with a significant 
uptake in extra-curricular activities. So far over 
70% have taken part in extra-curricular clubs 
and activities and by the end of the year we 
expect that number to be 100%. Students can 
expect lots more opportunities in the coming 
term to widen their school experiences 
outside of the classroom. 

In February, all students took part in careers 
week, completing activities such as 
considering the future world of work and skills 
required to a be a success, and looking in to 
over 25 occupations across a variety of 
industries. Through ‘Launch your Careers’, 200 
students benefitted from free VR googles to 
complete virtual work experiences. Students 
completed a survey and told us what career 
they aspire to be a part of. With this 
information, we can look at offering bespoke 
opportunities that suit each students needs. If 
they have not yet completed the survey, they 
can do so on Classcharts.

Future Friday continues to be popular with 
students across all year groups, This gives 
students an opportunity to gain an insight in to 
a member of staff or ex-student’s career 
journey. If you have had an interesting journey, 
share it with our students. Email 
pgolding@abbeygrangeacademy.co.uk for 
more details.

Fourteen Year 12 students attended a mock 
trial as part of the two year law Ambassadors 
course, gaining an insight in to the profession 
and how a trial works. As part of it they played 
different roles and worked together to build a 
case, which they went on to win as judged by a 
jury!

We also have lots of exciting activities coming 
up over the next term. One of Abbey Grange's 
many strengths is its multicultural student 
body, with over 70 languages represented in 
the school. Our Year 12 students are arranging 
to celebrate this diversity with a Culture Day 
on 13th July. This will involve, amongst other 
things, food, dance, fashion and games from a 
variety of cultures. 

We are also holding our annual Year 10 Careers 
Fair on 21st July, where a variety of industries 
come to Abbey Grange to speak to our year ten 
students to tell them what to expect of a 
career in their profession. We are always 
looking for additional companies and 
professions to come in. If you would like to 
contribute to either the Careers Fair or Culture 
Day, please contact 
pgolding@abbeygrangeacademy.co.uk
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The World Reimagined
This summer term we are working with ‘The World Reimagined’, a 
ground-breaking, national art education project to transform how 
we understand the Transatlantic Slave Trade and its impact on all of 
us. 

Abbey Grange has been successful in being awarded a bursary to 
take part in the ‘Globe’ programme; the outcome will be a decorated 
3D globe exhibited as part of a sculpture trail across Leeds this 
summer. We will be working with students on a journey of discovery 
into our shared history, starting with Mother Africa leading to 
Reimagining the Future. 

Art teacher, Mrs Bose who is leading this project says “Our academy 
vision to ‘enable young people so they can ambitiously flourish and 
thrive in any area of life’ is the reason we are excited to take part in 
The World Reimagined journey, exploring our shared history and 
empowering our students’ future.”  

For more information please explore The World Reimagined 
website. Any parents and carers who wish to make a contribution to 
this ongoing project, please do get in touch via 
info@abbeygrangeacademy.co.uk 

Year 1O exam groups completed their NEA controlled mock practical and produced some 
outstanding work showcasing their technical skills to the theme of Italy. They have done 
themselves and us proud with some fabulous work.  Well done year 10!

DT Food - Year 10 Exam Work
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The Sun Will Come Out Tomorrow – 
Annie 2022

With Covid-19 putting a stop to so many live 
performances over the past two years, it was 
such a delight to see Abbey Grange students 
grace the stage once more in this year’s 
musical, Annie. 

The cast and crew of over 100 students, 
amazed audiences for three nights, as well as 
a matinée performance for St Chad’s CofE 
Primary School earlier in the week.  Students 
from across all Key Stages worked together 
brilliantly to put Abbey Grange back on the 
live theatre map.  The dedication shown by 
the staff and students to perform such a 
wonderful show was nothing short of 
miraculous considering the challenges we 
continue to face as a result of the pandemic.  
Not even an Ofsted inspection could derail 
the team!

The maturity of the performances belied the 
students ages.  Miss Hannigan, played by Erin, 
was an all too convincing, gin riddled, 
orphanage owner.  The poise of Mrs Warbucks 
and George Farrell played by Abigail and 
Oscar.  The menace of Rooster and Lilly St 
Regis played by Henry and Eliza.  The roof 
raising vocals of Ndanatsei, and the brilliance 
of Annie, played by Lillie , to name but a few.  
And let’s not forget Sandy the singing, talking 
dog, played by Nathaniel!

Show night of the school production is the 
culmination of a considerable team effort, and 
we would like to thank all those who 
supported the staff and students in whatever 

capacity.  From the performers themselves, 
backstage teams, dance captains, PTA who 
provided the refreshments, costume by Mrs 
Richardson, tech support from Mr Marshall 
and his team, musical direction from Mr Birch, 
vocal arrangements by Miss Clifton and the 
stage design by Mrs Bose, Mr McGinty and 
their team.  Special thanks, however, must go 
to director, Mrs Rudge.  Her ability to inspire 
such great performances, in challenging 
times, whilst also taking increasing 
departmental responsibility to become 
Acting Subject Leader of Drama was amazing 
to witness.  

We received a generous donation towards the 
cost of the production which allowed us to 
purchase the stage furniture and costumes.

Sincere thanks again for all those who 
supported the production in whatever 
capacity.  We really could not have done it 
without you! Many congratulations to all 
those involved – you were incredible!
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Gallery of 
Annie 2022

The orphans cleaning their home

Rooster and Lilly 
phoning for an update on 
their plans 

Dance Practice at the Studio

Annie meets Sandy the dog Annie with Mrs Warbucks, 
Miss Hannigan and other orphans

Miss Hannigan, Lilly and Rooster 
scheming together

The cast 
of Annie 
2022

Miss Hannigan with 
her orphans

The vocals of 
Ndanatsei
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Sports Roundup!

Boys Football
Year 9 football team beat Crawshaw 5 - 1 in the Leeds Schools Cup quarter final and will play 
Ruth Gorse in the semi-final after Easter to try and book a place in the final at the John 
Charles Stadium.

The Year 10 football team are through to the semi-final of the Leeds Schools Cup and will 
play Garforth in the next round. They are also through to the Champions of Champions 
league quarter final and will play Cardinal Heenan after Easter. 

The Year 11 football team narrowly lost on penalties on Wednesday night against Morley to 
miss out on a place in the Leeds Schools Cup Final. We next played them again in the 
Champions of Champions league quarter final, and it was 2 - 2 at the end of the match, with 
the team playing fantastically, but unfortunately losing 3 - 2 on penalties.

Girls Football
The under 14s have been playing their league fixtures this half term and have their final 
games next week and are awaiting league results.

Boys Rugby
The Leeds Rugby League Sky 9s competitions have started and Years 7 - 9 will be playing 
against teams all over Leeds to try and book a place at Headingley Stadium for the finals in 
June. 

Basketball
The Year 7 basketball team have remained unbeaten and are through to the Leeds Schools 
Championship finals evening which will be played on Wednesday 27th April at Leeds Beckett 
University. The under 16s are also through to the finals after finishing top of their group and 
this will be played on Wednesday 11th May at Leeds Beckett University. The Year 7s are also 
top of the Junior NBA group in which we have a couple more fixtures to play. 

Swimming
The under 13s and 15s swimming squad finished 3rd in their pool at the Leeds Schools 
Swimming Gala which was held at The Grammar School at Leeds. 

Table Tennis
The under 14 boys table tennis squad have finished top of their league after beating 
Roundhay, Cardinal Heenan and Carr Manor and will play in the finals next week. 

Badminton
The under 14 boys and girls badminton squads have also finished top of their leagues after 
beating Prince Henry’s, Morley, Leeds West and Carr Manor and will be playing in the finals 
after Easter. 

Cross Country
Under 13 girls are the Leeds Schools’ Cross Country team champions after 4 successful 
races and the under 15s boys finished 2nd in this competition. 
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Great Big Dance Off
Well done to all three teams 
that entered the Great Big 
Dance Off on the 21st March. 
We had a Key Stage 4 team 
that placed 10th with 163 
points out of 200, performing a 
very technical routine. Key 
Stage 3 contemporary team 
who placed 9th with 159 points 
out of 200, who gave a 
fantastic performance based 
on Marylin Monroe. Finally, the 

Key Stage 3 Street Dance team came 3rd over 
all, with a fantastic 183 points out of 200, 
which means we remain in the top 3 in the 
North for dance. 

Miss Harrison and all the girls who performed 
would like to thank the PTA for their generous 
contribution to make this such a successful 
event. Auditions for next year's Key Stage 3 
teams will be held after school on the 19th  
April. 

The Gothia Cup 
Congratulations to Emma in Year 10 who will be representing Horsforth St Margaret’s U15s Girls 
Academy at The Gothia Cup in July. The Gothia Cup is also known as the Youth World Cup and 
the academy girls are going to Sweden on a once in a lifetime tour experience. The Gothia Cup 
is the world's largest and most international youth football tournament. Each year, around 1700 
teams from 80 nations take part and they play 4500 matches on 110 pitches, bringing together 
some of the most talented youth footballers in the world.  Participants from all over the world 
make this tournament one of a kind and a memory for life.

The Gothia Cup is one of the most prestigious football tournaments in the world! First held in 
1975 it is the world's largest and most youth 
international football tournament. 

The Opening Ceremony will take place in the 
world famous Ullevi stadium, with over 52,000 
people in the crowd.

The tournament finals will be watched by 30,000 
spectators and broadcast all over the world.
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Chaplaincy News
This half term our worship focus has been on Lent and Easter. On Ash Wednesday we held a 
communion service for Year 11, led by Revd Amos Kasibante, which included a time to 
reflect on their journey through Abbey Grange and the ritual of burning of their ‘regrets’ in a 
fire pit. This is the first part of preparing to leave the five years of secondary education 
behind, before moving on to further study or training, and will be turned into celebration in 
the Year 11 End of Year Communion later in the year.

Our Lent worship materials have been 
provided by the Archbishop of York Youth 
Trust and have encouraged us to consider 
the Way of Jesus and what it means for us 
to live as people who are bold, forgiving, 
accepting, encouraging and servant 
hearted. Students have led assemblies on 
Fairtrade Fortnight and Leeds Faith in 
schools considered prayer, as well as 
assemblies on careers and toxic 
masculinity led by staff. 

During Lent, Year 7 had a visit from ‘Good 
News for Everyone’ (formerly Gideons UK) 

and were offered the opportunity to take a New Testament and Psalms which they are 
encouraged to read as a daily act in preparation for Easter. We are grateful to Good News for 
Everyone for their support so we are able to offer these Bibles to students as a gift. 

As part of our Lenten reflection Abbey Grange 
Prayer Spaces returned. Hosted for us by Leeds 
Faith in Schools, there were fifteen different 
prayer stations, on the broad theme of Lent and 
Easter. Students across Years 7 & 8 were able to 
remember those they have lost at the ‘empty 
chair’, pray for their part of the city using LED 
candles, take time for reflection with 
mindfulness colouring and made playdoh 
models of friendship.  Students spoke about the 
impact of forgiving others by placing their 
concerns into a large cross and showed their 
concern on a global perspective by their prayers 

f o r 
the world. There was a separate prayer wall to 
pray for Ukraine where students responded to 
the current crisis. We were also able to invite 
years 5 and 6 from St Chad’s to experience 
prayer spaces for the first time and look 
forward to this becoming a tradition! Overall it 
was a great space to be creative, reflect and 
pray whatever our own situation.
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Chaplaincy News cont...

Fundraising this half term has largely focused on 
supporting the crisis in Ukraine, with students 
organising bunsales and ‘guess the number of 
sweets’ competitions to get us started. On Friday 
1st April, there will be a non-uniform day to raise 
further contributions to the Disasters Emergency 
Committee who work with a wide range of 
established charities to support refugees, both 
from Ukraine and other areas of the world suffering 
ongoing conflict. Students have asked to wear blue 
and yellow as a way of showing support for Ukraine 
and we hope many will be able to do so. 
Contributions will be via Parentpay.

Later this week we celebrate our Easter Eucharist 
with a team from St George’s church leading the 
services for Years 7-10 and an optional service for 
Post 16 and Year 11. We are grateful for the team 
coming in who will include musicians and priests, 
co-ordinated by youth worker Ellie-Mae Hebden.

At the end of the week 37 students 
from Year 7 to Year 13 travel to 
Marrick Priory in Swaledale for our 
first Chaplaincy residential for three 
years! We are looking forward to a 
weekend of activities, friendship and 
fellowship. Marrick continues to be 
significant in the lives of many young 
people and we are grateful to the 
Thomas Kirke Charity and the 
Diocese of Leeds for support for 
students who might not otherwise 
have the chance to join us.

May I take this opportunity to wish you a blessed Easter and a time to refresh and renew 
before the Summer is upon us.

Kay Brown, Chaplain
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Like Us on Facebook

Abbey Grange C of E Academy
Butcher Hill

Leeds
LS16 5EA

info@abbeygrangeacademy.co.uk

@abgacademy
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