
MEDICAL MARIJUANA ACCESS AND PATIENT SAFETY, INC. STATEMENT ON  
JUNE 15, 2022 COMMONWEALTH COURT ORDER  

LIFTING THE STAY OF INJUNCTIVE RELIEF GRANTED ON JUNE 2 
 
 
On June 15, 2022, the Commonwealth Court issued an order granting Medical Marijuana Access and 

Patient Safety, Inc.’s (“MMAPS”) Application to Vacate Automatic Supersedeas (the “June 15 Order”), 
which reinstates the Court’s June 2, 2022 preliminary injunction against the Department of Health’s recall 
of certain vaporized medical marijuana products (the “June 2 Order”). 
  
MMAPS, a coalition of patients, caregivers, doctors, industry members and advocates seeking to ensure 
safe, reliable access to medical marijuana in the Commonwealth, took the extraordinary step of filing a 
complaint against the Department of Health (“DOH” or the “Department”) over its unsupported recall of 
certain vaporized medical marijuana products because patients rely on the recalled products to relieve 
symptoms of serious medical conditions.   
 
In the June 2 Order, the Court came to the unambiguous conclusion that DOH “failed to present any 
evidence to the Court of potential harm to medical marijuana patients due to the recalled products, or 
more specifically due to the addition of terpenes to these products.”  Furthermore, the Court identified 
that the Department “did not call any witnesses during the preliminary injunction hearing or present any 
evidence regarding patient complaints or adverse events suffered due to the recalled products containing 
terpenes.”  Today’s order reaffirms this conclusion. 
 
Under Pennsylvania law, all medical marijuana products, including the recalled products at issue, are 
subject to rigorous, redundant safety and quality testing and must be approved by DOH prior to 
manufacture or dispensing.  As to the recalled products, DOH was neither able to cite a safety or quality 
testing deficiency nor a single reported adverse event after hundreds of thousands of patients used the 
products at issue for a period of years.  
 
As lead counsel for MMAPS Judith Cassel stated, “the Court vacating the automatic stay is yet another 
sign of the strength of MMAPS’ case.  Given the unchallenged scientific date and testimony upon which 
the Court has based its last two rulings, and the likelihood MMAPS will prevail upon appeal, it is our sincere 
hope that the Department of Health comes to the table soon to discuss expeditiously resolving this matter 
in advance of a protracted litigation process that will only add to patient confusion and further interrupt 
patient access to tested, approved products.” 
 
Most importantly, because the Court found no basis to justify the recall or allow it to remain in effect 
pending final resolution of this litigation, the June 15 Order allows dispensaries to immediately re-stock 
the previously recalled medical marijuana products. 
 
“The Court’s June 2 and June 15 Orders are about more than just preserving patient access to medical 
marijuana products – they will deliver peace of mind that these medical marijuana products did not 
present the health risks the Department alleged.  In fact, the Court noted the Department itself approved 
the recalled products for patient use following stringent quality and safety testing and found no evidence 
of a single adverse event related to any recalled product.”  Jim Cacioppo, CEO of Jushi Inc 
 



“On behalf of our patients, industry-wide, we are happy to report that the Commonwealth Court granted 
our petition for injunctive relief on behalf of the cannabis community.  We are pleased to be able to 
restore these tested, approved products to dispensaries and ultimately the patient population that relies 
on them.”  Kim Rivers, CEO of Trulieve. 
 
MMAPS’ priority remains focused on patient health and safety.  We again renew our standing offer to 
meet with DOH any time in good faith for the purposes of negotiating a more permanent resolution to 
this matter.  There is simply no justification to continue litigating given the Court’s rulings and the needs 
of our patient community – the sooner a resolution can be reached, the better the result for Pennsylvanian 
citizens. However, should DOH remain disinterested in coming to the table, MMAPS commitment to 
vigorously litigate this matter will not waiver.  
 
We sincerely hope DOH shares our patient-first focus and is equally desirous of finality for the benefit of 
Pennsylvanians simply seeking continuity of care and counting on a long-term resolution to inform their 
overall treatment plans.   
 
 
 

 


