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9 : 0 0  –  1 0 : 0 0 

This May Not Have Much to Do With Science Multipurpose Room

Public science events play unique, strategic roles in the fields 
of science communication and informal science education. But 
characterizing what we do only in those terms can make us lose 
sight of the larger world in which we—and our audiences—operate. 
Start off IPSEC with a reminder of that larger world as event 
leaders and thinkers from the Boston area reflect on the role that 
in-person events play in general. This unique “circular panel” fits 
six speakers into six different configurations in the space of an hour.

Panelists: Vanessa Calderón-Rosado, CEO, Inquilinos Boricuas en 
Acción; Greg Cook, Arts Reporter, WBUR; Pacey Foster, Associate 
Professor of Management, UMass Boston; Greg Jenkins, Executive 
Director, Somerville Arts Council; Christina Pappas, President, 
Open the Door, Inc.; Jessie Smith, Director of Public Programs, 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

Moderator: Ben Wiehe, Manager, Science Festival Alliance

1 0 : 1 5  –  1 1 : 4 5 

Science Events Expo Winter Garden

Meet the whole conference as we all showcase our events and 
programs. Exhibitors will switch halfway through this session  
to give everyone a chance to participate fully.

1 1 : 4 5  –  1 2 : 4 5 

Lunch  Winter Garden

1 : 0 0  –  2 : 0 0            

Social Media and Live Events Multipurpose Room

Where does social media fit in relation to live events? Both social 
media and live events are about engagement between attendees and 
brands, building relationships, developing influence, and managing 
identity. Both are fueled by interaction and conversation. And whether 
it’s only for a day or an extended campaign it’s important to plan 
ahead. We’ll discuss the potential, the pitfalls, and how to build the 
momentum up to the live event.

Session leaders: Kacie Baum, Nebraska Science Festival;  
Jacqui Fuller, Wisconsin Science Festival

Events Are Fleeting, Swag Is Forever Silverman Skyline Room

Event materials set expectations and tell audiences who should—
and should not—show up to what when. Sometimes audiences find 
swag thrust upon them, and sometimes they divert themselves by 
mechanically picking up whatever is available. Giveaways promise to 
be the “long tail” of an event, something that keeps special moments in 
the memory. In this participatory session we’ll cast an analytical eye on 
what we just collected in the Science Events Expo and see if we can sort 
out what kinds of stories all of this custom printed material is telling.

Session leader: Julie Fooshee, Coordinator, Science Festival Alliance

Going the Distance Lecture Hall

It takes some time to get an event series established and on stable 
ground. The first iterations of an event—or first years of a festival—
do not lend themselves to long-term planning. Only after the initial 
adrenaline rush has settled a bit can you begin to chart a strategic 
course. On the other hand, a new set of challenges arise as partners 
and staff change, and the event has to be kept fresh, relevant, and 
attention grabbing. Think over where our events might be headed with 
the help of two festivals with over 35 combined years of experience.

Session leaders: PA D’Arbeloff, Director, Cambridge Science Festival; 
Bonnie Stevens, Coordinator, Flagstaff Festival of Science

2 : 1 5  –  3 : 1 5            

Solving Solve For X Multipurpose Room

Like chefs at dinner rush, event organizers are not always able to step 
back to consider the fruits of our labor while an event is in process. You 
may never know that people decided to turn away at the door, or that a 
great moment was generated by an unintended lull in the action. Join 
in this professional critique of the Solve for X event that kicked off the 
conference on Sunday evening, Discuss the format, content, and style 
with an eye toward conducting similar analyses of your own events.

Session leaders: Kishore Hari, Bay Area Science Festival;  
Jennifer Novotney, MIT Museum; Rachel Pendergrass, Solve for X

Start-Up Festival Workshop Silverman Skyline Room

Festivals are community celebrations. As nice as that sounds it means 
starting a new one is inevitably more involved than it first appears, and 
what works in one community may not in the next. If you want to start 
a science festival you must ultimately find your own way, but you now 
have a supportive group of experienced professionals ready to help 
you! Wherever your festival plans are—maybe its just a gleam in the 
eye, maybe you’ve announced dates—pop into this session to talk over 
your situation with experienced festival organizers.

Session leaders: Kate Dickerson, Maine Science Festival;  
Gerri Trooskin, Philadelphia Science Festival

Becoming a Cultural Mainstay Lecture Hall

It is common for public science event organizers to say that they hope 
their events make science more of a part of culture. But what does that 
look (or feel) like, and how do you go from an event on the calendar 
to a keystone moment for the community? Use two case studies of 
events in different stages in their development to explore strategies to 
intentionally shift your event into an indispensable part of local culture. 

Session leaders: Mary Anne Moser, Beakerhead; Kari Wouk, BugFest

3 : 3 0  –  4 : 3 0            

Evaluation Stories from the Frontline Multipurpose Room

The audience is an essential part of every live event, but how do we know 
who is coming through our doors (if your events even have doors!) and 
what they are leaving with? Join the EvalFest team and the UK Science 
Festivals Network to discuss some of the findings from their multi-site 
festival evaluations and how it can help with audience development.

Session leaders: Ivvet Modinou, British Science Association; 
Katherine Nielsen, Bay Area Science Festival; Karen Peterman, 
EvalFest; Denise Young, North Carolina Science Festival

Delivering the Moon, Planets and Stars Silverman Skyline Room

Few things inspire as much awe as the nighttime sky. Unless 
there’s too much light pollution. Or it’s cloudy. Or everyone’s blinded 
by smartphones. Despite the challenges of planning for variable 
conditions in advance, crowd-viewing events are more popular than 
ever. What are the essential ingredients of a no-fail star party, and what 
is the benefit of getting people in many locations to all look up at once?

Session leaders: Lora Bleacher, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center; 
Nicole Gugliucci, Saint Anselm College

6 : 0 0  –  1 0 : 0 0

Conference Dinner Commonwealth Cambridge, 11 Broad Canal Way

Kick back with conference friends on the edge of Broad Canal in 
Kendall Square, and enjoy free food, a cash bar, and a Cambridge 
Science Festival treat.

Conference nametag provides admission to restaurant 

MONDAY, JUNE 13



9 : 3 0  –  1 0 : 3 0 

Flying Further With Your Flock Multipurpose Room

At times you may feel like an odd bird, but this conference is proof 
that the people dedicated to public science events share much 
common ground. Still, within this emerging sector different kinds 
of events have varying levels of collegiate support. Start off the 
day by hearing brief thoughts about the current landscape for 
some different categories of events. Then we’ll all jump into the 
conversation in smaller “birds of a feather” groups that discuss 
what might be next for our professional community. 

Session leaders  
Moderator: John Durant, MIT Museum

Break Out Groups 
Collaborative Festivals: Gerri Trooskin, SFA Council 
Independent Performances: Ben Lillie, The Story Collider 
Going Where the People Are: Olivia Koski, Guerilla Science 
Facility-Based Events: Eve Klein, Pacific Science Center

1 0 : 4 5  –  1 1 : 4 5       

Keeping an Eye On Hands-on Activities Multipurpose Room

In 2015, over 1 million attendees engaged with hands-on activities 
at science festival main events in the US and Canada. What’s 
really happening when they participate in these activities? How 
are exhibitors tweaking them over time? What training goes into 
making them successful? Examining two festival Expos as models, 
we’ll look critically at the evolution of hands-on activities in these 
settings, from setup logistics to execution of content.

Session leaders: Kishore Hari, Bay Area Science Festival;  
Sara Pagano, San Diego Festival of Science & Engineering

Just the Right Amount of Structure Silverman Skyline Room

There are a myriad of narrative structures used in science events: 
presentations, conversations, storytelling, etc. How do you choose 
the right structure that balances engagement, entertainment, and 
education? We’ll examine the most common formats and discuss 
the benefits, risks, and trends.

Session leader: Ben Lillie, The Story Collider

It’s Not Personal. It’s Just Business. Lecture Hall

Thinking about starting a new event and wondering how to set up 
the business structure? Or maybe your event is part of another 
institution and you want to strike out on your own? Learn more 
about different ways to structure the business end of your program. 
Non-profits, 501c3s, fiscal sponsorships, and more will be covered 
by event organizers with experience trying different business 
models. Business may not be your passion, but finding the right 
business model can be the key to unlocking your talents.

Session leaders: Jordan Rose, Co-director, Atlanta Science Festival; 
Meisa Salaita, Co-Director, Atlanta Science Festival; José Francisco 
Salgado, Executive Director, KV 265 

1 1 : 4 5  –  1 2 : 4 5 

Lunch  Winter Garden

1 : 0 0  –  2 : 0 0            

Choosing Your Own Adventure Multipurpose Room

Professionals in the field of public engagement with science have 
taken numerous, often non-linear paths to their current positions. 
In an effort to better define the skills and training needed by these 
individuals, this interactive session will take a crowd-sourcing 
approach to professional development. Participants will share 
their own career experiences, focusing on areas of training or skill 
development they feel were lacking, as well as success stories. By 
identifying gaps and opportunities in professional development, we aim 
to come up with training pathways for those looking to enter the field.

Session leaders: Jeanne Braha, American Association for the 
Advancement of Science; Katie Engen, American Society of Plant 
Biologists; Geoff Hunt, American Society for Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology

Beyond the Podium Silverman Skyline Room

Build it, but they may not come. Even the best events can struggle to 
find their audience. How can novel events in unconventional locations 
attract the right crowd? Marketing is one piece of the puzzle, but 
before you can trumpet your offerings you need an event that sings. 
In this freewheeling group discussion, we’ll explore crafting events 
with purpose, brainstorm new ideas, and draw upon non-science 
style programs as we take science events beyond the podium.

Session leaders: Sung Kim, Cambridge Science Festival;  
Ellen Trappey, Philadelphia Science Festival

2 : 1 5  –  3 : 1 5             

Science in Performance Multipurpose Room

Above all, comedy must be funny, theater must be dramatic, and 
both must resonate with an audience. So do theater and comedy 
help us rethink the ways we present science to the public? 
And are only certain kinds of audiences receptive to science in 
performance? Consider the dynamics of science on stage with the 
help of professionals that regularly produce sold out performances.

Session leaders: Naomi Westwater Weekes, Pretty Good Friends; 
Debra Wise, Catalyst Collaborative@MIT

Just Add Science Silverman Skyline Room

We’ve been experimenting with integrating science experiences 
into everyday settings by going where the people are. We’ve brought 
science into open-air markets, sporting events, concerts, fairs, 
and parades in our communities, and have survived to tell the tale! 
Shop the Just Add Science showcase in the first half of this session, 
and then join in as we reflect on what we all might learn by staging 
events in settings that are a bit out of our control.

Session leaders: Kacie Baum, Nebraska Science Festival; Ann Marie 
Cunningham, Long Island Sound Science Festival; Laura Diederick, 
Indian River Lagoon Science Festival; Tatiana Erukhimova, Texas 
A&M Physics & Engineering Festival; Richard Gelderman, Southern 
Kentucky Science Festival; Nadia Hionides, Jacksonville Science 
Festival; Peg LeGendre, Cambridge Science Festival; Amy Pearce, 
Arkansas Science Festival; Howard Rutherford, St. Petersburg 
Science Festival; Ellen Trappey and Gerri Trooskin, Philadelphia 
Science Festival

3 : 3 0  –  4 : 0 0       

Conference Closing Multipurpose Room

Reconvene with the entire conference for brief final reflections  
on the past two days, and celebrate the launch of the Science 
Festival Accelerator.

TUESDAY, JUNE 14


