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mailto:dmurfin@ccuaprimary.co.uk
mailto:nmyers@ccuaprimary.co.uk
mailto:agreen@ccuaprimary.co.uk
mailto:Peter.laurence@abbeytrust.org
mailto:Peter.laurence@abbeytrust.org
mailto:dmurfin@ccuaprimary.co.uk
mailto:agreen@ccuaprimary.co.uk
mailto:cbucler@ccuaprimary.co.uk
mailto:Lburns@ccuaprimary.co.uk
mailto:childrensEDT@leeds.gov.uk
mailto:estconsultation@leeds.gov.uk
mailto:lado@leeds.gov.uk
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-handbook
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/section/175
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/2680/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/schedule/part/3/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/schedule/part/3/made
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/728/schedule/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/728/schedule/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/31/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/9/part/5/crossheading/female-genital-mutilation
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/800306/6-1914-HO-Multi_Agency_Statutory_Guidance.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/53
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/47/schedule/4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://c-cluster-110.uploads.documents.cimpress.io/v1/uploads/5aba001d-e2e6-42ee-b9cb-bd44831f65f0~110/original?tenant=vbu-digital
https://c-cluster-110.uploads.documents.cimpress.io/v1/uploads/5aba001d-e2e6-42ee-b9cb-bd44831f65f0~110/original?tenant=vbu-digital
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-and-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education
https://www.npcc.police.uk/documents/Children%20and%20Young%20people/When%20to%20call%20the%20police%20guidance%20for%20schools%20and%20colleges.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/16/contents/enacted
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/practitioners/local-protocols
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https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/practitioners/local-protocols
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/794/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/21/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
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mailto:dmurfin@ccuaprimary.co.uk
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Cause for Concern 
 

Follow school’s process for 
recording  child protection 

concern 
Speak to Designated Safeguarding 

Lead. Contact SW where child 
already has an allocated SW. 

Discussion 
 

Concerned party discuss with DSL/HT 
Consider whether a request for 

service to Duty & Advice (Front Door) 
Safeguarding Hub is needed. Discuss 
with parents/carers if appropriate. 

 
Seek advice from other agencies: 

Education Safeguarding Team (0113 
3789637) 

CSWS duty and advice team (0113 
3760336) 

Options could include early help 
assessment and in-school monitoring, 
referral to early help hub, refer on to 

cluster, refer to CSWS 
 
 

**Referral to Children’s 
Social Work Service 

(CSWS) 

Child and family 
assessment (within 10 
working days, or 45 if 

Team Manager decides 
referral issues 

necessitate longer 
assessment period.) 

Undertake early 
help 

assessment or 
monitor within 

school 

Designated staff/HT confirm monitoring 
procedure and review system 

If further concerns 
identified 

Actions agreed – 
eg CIN meeting, 
de-escalate to 

cluster, no further 
action…

gnated Staff 

Child leaves the 
school – 

information 
passed on to next 
Designated Staff

gnated Staff 

Reasons given to 
Designated Staff

gnated Staff 

Decision about 

continued 
monitoring 

agreed

gnated Staff 

Leeds LSCP S47 
Enquiries procedures 

continue 
http://westyorkscb.proce

duresonline.com

**If unhappy about the outcome of the referral to Children’s Services Social Care, please refer to: 

Leeds LSCP Local Protocol: Concerns Resolution. 
http://www.leedsLSCP.org.uk/LSCP/media/Images/Concern-Resolution.pdf 

 

 Where information gathered 
during a Referral or Child and 
Family assessment results in a 
Social Worker suspecting the 
Child is suffering or likely to 
suffer significant harm a 
Strategy discussion should be 
held to decide whether to 
initiate enquiries under 
Section 47 of the Children Act 
1989. 

 

Fig 1: Summary of in-school procedures to follow where there are concerns about a child 

http://www.leeds/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-practitioners-information-sharing-advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-practitioners-information-sharing-advice
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mailto:schoolwellbeing@leeds.gov.uk
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/Practitioners/Local-protocols
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-and-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19


 

 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/Practitioners/FGM
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/Practitioners/FGM
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https://www.leedsforlearning.co.uk/Training
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999239/SVSH_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999239/SVSH_2021.pdf
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mailto:chs.mace@leeds.gov.uk
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/Practitioners/Child-Exploitation-and-Children-Missing-from-Home/County-Lines
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/Practitioners/Child-Exploitation-and-Children-Missing-from-Home/County-Lines
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/550416/Children_Missing_Education_-_statutory_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/550416/Children_Missing_Education_-_statutory_guidance.pdf
mailto:cme@leeds.gov.uk
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17.2.7 

17.2.8 
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mailto:lado@leeds.gov.uk
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mailto:concerns@leeds.gov.uk
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
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https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/Practitioners/Early-Help-Introduction
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mailto:ehe@leeds.gov.uk
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mailto:IMG.AC@leeds.gov.uk
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https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/LSCB/media/Images/pdfs/Multi-agency-Bruising-Protocol-for-Children-Not-Independently-Mobile-V4.pdf
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/LSCB/media/Images/pdfs/Multi-agency-Bruising-Protocol-for-Children-Not-Independently-Mobile-V4.pdf
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Nature of incident / concern including relevant background (Record child’s word verbatim and any 
wishes and feelings expressed)  
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/560/regulation/3/made#f00009
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/560/regulation/3/made#f00009
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https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/LSCB/media/Images/Police-information-report-for-CSE.doc
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/LSCB/media/Images/CSE-Checklist-Tool-for-Partner-Agencies.docx
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mailto:CHS.MACE@leeds.gov.uk
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Cause for concern 
Complete “Cause for Concern” form 

Speak to designated safeguarding lead (staff) 
 

Discussion 

Concerned party discuss with: 
Designated Staff /Head teacher 

Seek advice from other agencies: 

Education Safeguarding Team (0113 3789685) 
/ Prevent Education Officer –   

Julia Holden (07891 273720) / Prevent Team 
prevent@leeds.gov.uk (0113 535 0810) 

Information Gathering 
 Channel gathers information to determine 

whether there is a risk of radicalisation. 

Channel Referral Process 
Local Authority and Police consult with 

colleagues to decide whether the referral 
meets the threshold for Channel / link into 
existing Child in Need or Child Protection 

Plan 

 

Immediate 
Risk 

Safeguarding 
lead contacts 
emergency 

services 

Risk of significant 
harm to a child 

Contact: 
Children’s Social 
Work Service – 
Duty & Advice 

Team 
(0113 3760336) 

 

Child & family 
assessment 

(CSWS) within 10 
working days 

Referrer 
informed of 
decision and 

where 
appropriate 

pupil referred 
to other 
existing 

safeguarding 
panels  / 

interventions 
for support. 

Leeds LSCP S47 
enquiries 

procedures 
continue  

http://westyorks
cb.procedureso

nline.com  

If further 
concerns 
identified 

mailto:education.training@leeds.gov.uk
mailto:prevent@leeds.gov.uk
http://westyorkscb.proceduresonline.com/
http://westyorkscb.proceduresonline.com/
http://westyorkscb.proceduresonline.com/
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Referral pathway for reporting children and young people missing/absconded during the school day 
 

PUPIL IDENTIFIED AS MISSING – REPORT IMMEDIATELY 

to a member of the senior leadership team when child or young 

person is known to have absconded from lesson/school. 

Determine the nature/reason for absconding/going 

missing from lesson (consider recent events or 

precipitating factors) 

Search of school premises including grounds and immediate locality.  

Make contact with the child, establish (where possible) their location, 

undertake (if appropriate) home visit or suspected/known destination. 

Notify parents and/or carers. 

FOUND NOT FOUND 

Child located, but refuses to return to 

school.  

Risk assessment to be made with regards 

to circumstances considering the 

following likelihoods:  

 To visit known abuser 

 Of being at risk of Child Exploitation 

 To use drink or drugs 

 Of self-harm or expressing suicidal 

ideation 

Child located, returned to school 

Risk assessment to be made with regards 

to circumstances considering the 

following likelihoods:  

 To visit known abuser 

 Of being at risk of Child Exploitation 

 To use drink or drugs 

 Of self-harm or expressing suicidal 

ideation 

CONCERNS 

No concerns/low risk 

Child is truanting/whereabouts of child 

have been established i.e child has gone 

home, refusing to return to school 

DO NOT REPORT TO POLICE AS MISSING 

Notify Safer School Officer Ring 101 where no officer 

is available. 

NO CONCERNS 

Update ALL 

relevant 

professionals and 

parents/carers 

Safer School Officer should check 

Police systems for existing 

vulnerabilities and follow West 

Yorkshire Police truancy policy. 

Pass all relevant information including a 

detailed description of the absconder and 

where possible an up-to-date photo.  Follow 

West Yorkshire Police truancy policy. 

Update parents/carers and 

advise to contact West Yorkshire 

Police if child does not return 

home at the expected time. 

If Designated Safeguarding Lead 

wishes to challenge West Yorkshire 

Police decision – follow the LSPC 

concerns resolution process 

On student’s return to school – designated safeguarding lead to talk to pupil to establish reason behind absconding.  Discussion should:  

1. Ascertain child’s views and perceptions. 

2. Explore reason for absconding (push/pull factors). 

3. Allow DSL to undertake an assessment of any presenting safeguarding risks. 

4. Ensure that appropriate interventions/referrals/support are actioned to address identified risk and minimalise any further reocurrance 

of absconding. 

CONCERNS 

Follow the 

school’s 

safeguarding 

procedures 
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mailto:LADO@leeds.gov.uk
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mailto:prevent@leeds.gov.uk
mailto:nectu.fimu@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:prevent@leeds.gov.uk
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