
17th December 2021 

In November 100 of our students were lucky enough to 
spend the morning at Ninja Warrior Leeds. The recently 
opened venue in Seacroft very kindly offered a free session 
to students from Bishop Young Academy, which we were 
thrilled to accept. The Ninja Warrior Adventure Park is a 
supervised activity and fitness venue inspired by ITV’s hit 
programme Ninja Warrior UK. You can climb, balance, jump 
and swing across different obstacles using and developing 
Ninja skills. Students from Year 9 with excellent attendance 
and behaviour spent the morning enjoying themselves, and 
some lucky pupils even got the opportunity to challenge 
Miss. Cole to a fight with enormous foam pugil sticks!  

September seems like a distant memory. It has been a long and 
busy term and the whole school community is looking forward to 
a well-earned rest. The prospect of Christmas cheers us and lifts 
our spirits away from the cold, dark weather of the season. As the 
term draws to a close, it is with humility and gratitude that I both 
look back on the term and celebrate our achievements.  
 
The start of the Academic Year saw a team from OFSTED spend 2 
days in the Academy talking to students and staff, visiting lessons, 
looking at students' work, and analysing survey returns from 
students, parents and staff. The inspectors noted ' Pupils feel safe 
and enjoy school' and the final report refers to the 'calm and 
orderly environment' which exists at Bishop Young where ‘pupils 
behave well.' We are proud of the journey this school has been on 
and we welcome the ‘good’ judgements in the areas of behaviour 
and attitudes and personal development. It was particularly 
pleasing to see that the report recognises the fantastic work that 
our Student Senior Leadership Team does. I am so proud of the 
way that students and staff alike conducted themselves during the 
inspection and of the journey that we continue to take together to 
outstanding.  
 
I would like to congratulate all of our Academy’s sporting teams 
and their many victories over the course of the term. Well done! 
To all those students that have participated in extra-curricular 
activities from Art Club to Table Tennis club, your enthusiasm is a 
delight to see. And I cannot believe that one of our students, 
Moise actually got to play Table Tennis against Prince William! 
 
I am also really pleased to let you all know that once again Bishop 
Young has been recognised nationally for our work in supporting 
Oracy in school.  We are featured as an exemplar of best practice 
in the Oxford University Press report: How Schools Are Closing the 
Word Gap: The Oxford Language Report 2021-22.    
 
I am sure that pupils, parents and carers would like to join with 
me in thanking all of the staff and governors at Bishop Young 
Academy for their continued tremendous hard work and 
commitment to our students. Likewise, we the staff, governors 
and pupils would like to thank all parents and carers for all your 
support. Last, but in no way the least, we the rest of the school 
community thank our pupils – you are indeed some of the best 
pupils I have ever had the pleasure of working with.  
 
I pray for and wish everyone peace and happiness in all homes 
and families during this holiday season. May we all be safe and 
keep healthy.  
Merry Christmas 

Rachael Cole   
Head of School     

Message from the Head of School  BYA @ Ninja Warrior 

17.12.2021: Academy closes for Christmas 
04.01.2022: Academy open to all students 
24.01.2022: Academy INSET day (closed to all students) 
18.02.2022: Academy closes for February Half-Term 
28.02.2022: Academy open to all students  
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His Royal Highness visited CATCH in the heart of 
Harehills - a charity which works with young people to 
provide education, recreation, support and direction 
for young people growing up in our city. The Prince 
learned how the young people and volunteers, one of 
whom is our very own Year 11 student Moise, who are 
members of CATCH, which stands for Community 
Action to Create Hope, built the community hub 
themselves starting six years ago with a disused 
mobile cabin that used to belong to West Yorkshire 
Police. 
The centre provides spaces for its young members as 
an alternative to being drawn into anti-social 
behaviour or crime and in addition to table tennis - 
where the Prince William was keen to show off his 
skills, but was no match for Moise! There are also 
computer games, movie nights, a gym, poly-tunnels, a 
community café and a dozen pet goats kept on site 
and cared for by the young people. 
HRH said: "I have been blown away by the visit. It is an 
amazing achievement what you have all done here. 
You guys, the young people, built this together. I am 
blown away and quite emotional about it. You have 
worked together, don't know each other, don't speak 
English and have come together - you can't not be 
proud."  
He presented the Queen's Award for Voluntary 

Service, the highest award of its kind, to the 

organisation, adding: "You should be proud of 

yourselves". Please do watch the full video of Moise 

playing Table Tennis with Prince William .  

At Bishop Young Church of England Academy, we have 

been striving towards gaining our Cultural Cohesion 

Quality Mark accreditation. The Cultural Cohesion 

Quality MARK (CCQM) fully supports and rewards 

organisations that promote a collaborative approach to 

social responsibility and provides a framework for 

developing culturally responsive knowledge and skills. 

For Black History Month (BHM) we focused on learning 

about the Windrush Generation, which refers to 

people arriving in the UK from the Caribbean between 

1948 and 1971, with a Form quiz competition to 

cement our knowledge and prizes for the winners. 

Students from Year 9 were also invited to take part in a 

3-day workshop that gave them the opportunity to 

listen and learn about some amazing women, such as 

Harriet Tubman and Ida B Wells, who fought for the 

end of slavery and the right for black people to vote. 

Furthermore a BHM assembly was held that celebrated  

notable black individuals and their contribution to 

British society.  

In the New Year we are introducing a new Diversity 

Club to Bishop Young Academy. The aim of this club 

will be to challenge racism, discrimination and cultural 

stereotypes of all kinds. We will also continue with our 

highly successful collaboration with Morley Victoria 

Primary School that looks to celebrate diversity in our 

schools. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ew9ibBETZEI


Congratulations to all our students that have 
maintained 100% attendance this year. This is a 
fantastic achievement and the link between good 
attendance and high achievement is well established. 
To encourage students to attend every day, we have a 
weekly prize draw that we record for all students to 
watch during tutor time and we reward students from 
each year group. The following students have all won 
prizes so far this year: 
Year 7: Yasmin, Arina, Tejiri, Leah, Antonio and 

Jeremiel 

Year 8: Marco, Yolanda, Ricardo, Olivia, Stephen, and 

Habeeba 

Year 9: Noah, Juwayriya, Gracy, Lewis, Mashal, and 

Pheodora  

Year 10: Andrius, Mustafa, Reem, Pasha, Bianca, and 

Malak  

Year 11: Nicole, Wiktoria, Emily, Moise, Awais, and 

Tanika   

We are delighted to inform all students, parents and car-

ers that once again Bishop Young Academy has been rec-

ognised on a national level for the work that we are doing 

to improve oracy in school. We are featured in the Na-

tional report by Oxford University Press:  How Schools are 

Closing the Word Gap: The Oxford Language Report 2021

-22 . The scale of the word gap and the impact of Covid 

on language development remains a really serious issue 

and we are incredibly proud of the progress that our stu-

dents are making. This progress was very evident at the 

MAT conference on 12th November 2021, where a num-

ber of our students were given an opportunity to tell staff 

across the Trust to tell us why their voice matters. Giving 

our young people a voice is our mission as we work in 

partnership to become a Talk Rich Trust. Please do watch 

the video Voices of our Trust.  
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Bishop Young Academy celebrated Harvest Festival 
during October. We would like to thank everyone in 
our school community for their contributions to our 
Harvest collection. A group of students were lucky 
enough to visit our local Church, St Richards, to donate 
our collection to our local foodbank and to plant some 
daffodils as part of Seacroft Action on Climate.  
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Despite it being a trip to the wrong side of The  
Pennines, a group of lucky Bishop Young students  
were given the fantastic opportunity to spend the 

evening at the Etihad Stadium to watch Manchester 
City play Paris Saint-Germain. We must have brought 
them luck as the home team won 2-1!  

file:///S:/Non Departmental/SLT/Reports/How_Schools_are_Closing_the_Word_Gap_Oxford_Language_Report 2021-22.pdf
file:///S:/Non Departmental/SLT/Reports/How_Schools_are_Closing_the_Word_Gap_Oxford_Language_Report 2021-22.pdf
file:///S:/Non Departmental/SLT/Reports/How_Schools_are_Closing_the_Word_Gap_Oxford_Language_Report 2021-22.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dc4xya_DfaE
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This year we were fortunate enough to come together 
as a school community and celebrate our ‘Class of 2021’ 
at the Year 11 Graduation Ceremony. It was brilliant to 
see so many familiar faces and to be able to celebrate 
their achievements. The evening started with mince pies 
and refreshments and provided an excellent opportunity 
for staff and students alike to catch-up. After an intro-
duction from Miss. Cole, we moved onto the ceremony 
proper  and the distribution of GCSE certificates.  We 
would like to say a huge well done to our ‘Class of 2021.’ 
We are extremely proud of the hard work and effort that 
you have displayed through these difficult times and 
wish you the very best of luck in the next stage of your 
journey. A special mention must  go to the following stu-
dents, who were awarded the Bishop Young Certificate 
of Excellence:  

Maryam   Science  
Paula  English Language   
Chris  Religious Studies  
Dante    Bishop Character Award 
Stacy  PE 
Lydia  Maths  
Callum   English Literature 

We would also like to thank both Nvarda and Daniella 
for  singing so wonderfully during the ceremony.  

As part of out PHSE curriculum at Bishop Young, all 
year groups were lucky enough to enjoy a  
performance from Bronnie. Bronnie is a British fe-
male pop punk rock artist and global ambassador for 
the US-based mental health charity Project Buddy. As 
well as putting on a fantastic show for us all , she 
took the time to discuss the importance of mental 
health, body image and LGBTQ+ issues with us all. It 
was a lovely way to end the half-term.  
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As we enter this Holy time, we pray for families around the 
world. For the families of our school community; For our own 
families; For families who are separated at this time of year; For 
those with no family. That Christmas may be a time of prepara-
tion and thought; That Jesus will be at the centre of our lives; 
That we may unite and forgive each other; That we may look 
forward with confidence, Showing true love for one another. 
Amen.  

We know that starting secondary school can be a 
daunting experience for some, which is why we 
work so hard to make the transition to Bishop 
Young as easy as possible. We would like to say a 
massive well done to our New Year 7 cohort on 
how well they have settled into the Academy and 
how brilliantly they are all developing their BISHOP  
character. For all those parents who are  
considering us as  the next school for their child, we 
have an open door policy and would be delighted 
to meet with you and show you around at any time. 
Please get in contact using:  
 info@bishopyoungacademy.co.uk to arrange.  


