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Susan Simpson: Jamie Clark told us that his brother, Lee is far from the only person 
he’s seen Floyd County send to prison on false charges.  
 
 Jamie Clark:  
 They could put whoever they wanted in that seat, and get them sent to prison  

and forget about them. Because once they got them sent to prison, it was done  
with. When you’re in prison, you ain’t got no pull unless you’ve got a lot of 
money, and the people they were getting in trouble, they knew they didn’t have a 
lot of money.  
 
Jacinda Davis:  
Do you think anybody will ever come forward and say, “We were wrong about 
this one?” 
 
Jamie:  
I kind of feel like maybe somebody like that Angela Bruce girl that testified. I kind 
of feel like maybe she’ll want to right her wrongs and say, “Hey, look. This cop 
told me I’d better do this or I was gonna get in trouble for something I’d done.”  
 
It’s been 20 years later, she might wanna get that off her chest. Because I 
promise you, 100%, that cop made her lie.  
 

[01:03] Susan Simpson: Just before Christmas in 1996, 31-year-old Angela Bruce 
moved to Rome with her two young children. She found a trailer in [unintelligible] Trailer 
Park and started settling in. About a month later, on a random Friday night, she threw a 
party. Just a casual get-together. About 15 to 20 people were there in all. And then one 
night three months later, two Floyd County police officers showed up on her doorstep. 
They asked her about that party, and what Angela Bruce told them would lead to the 
arrest of Cain Storey and Lee Clark. And what she testified to at trial would form the 
bedrock for their conviction.  
 
But Lee and Cain and their families all say that Angela Bruce was lying.  
 
 Jacinda: You think she made it all up?  



 

 

 
  

Jamie Clark:  
I think Dallas Battle is the one who made the story up, told her what she was 
gonna say, and that was that. She was in a pickle with him, and that was her way 
out.  
 

--- 
 

[02:03] Susan Simpson: Hi, my name is Susan Simpson. I’m an attorney and podcaster 
and previously, I hosted the Undisclosed podcast.  
 
Jacinda Davis: Hi, I’m Jacinda Davis, and I’m a true crime TV producer.  
 
Last year Susan and I decided to team up and re-investigate the murder of Brian 
Bowling. Along with Kevin Fitzpatrick, president of Red Marble Media, we decided to 
launch – Proof. 
  
You can listen to Proof like you would any podcast.  
 
And you can follow us everywhere with the handle @proofcrimepod, and on our 
website, proofcrimepod.com. 
 
Thanks for listening, and welcome to Proof. 
 

--- 
 

[02:52] Susan Simpson: The State’s case against Lee and Cain was built on Angela 
Bruce. At trial, she testified that Lee and Cain had confessed to her, in exhaustive 
detail, how they had murdered Brian because he had broken the rules of the Free Bird 
gang. Without her, the prosecution wouldn’t have had a case.  
 
Her testimony was the only admissible evidence that the Free Bird gang had even 
existed. In closing arguments, the prosecutor told the jury that there was nothing 
whatsoever to discredit her. She had no feud or ax to grind with either of the 
defendants.  
 
And Cain told me that much, at least, was true. He had been shocked when he learned 
that the State planned to call Angela Bruce at trial.  
 
 Susan: So, y’all were friendly?  
 
 Cain Joshua Storey:  

Yeah! That’s why it blew my mind when they said, “Angela Bruce.”  
 



 

 

I said, “Who?” I was like, “Oh my God.”  
 
There wasn’t no bad blood or nothing, man. And then when she took the stand  
and I’m like, “Ok. This is really happening.”  
 
And I was sitting there listening to the testimony going, “Really? Ok. Alright. Y’all  
some really lying motherfuckers.”  
 
That’s exactly what I was thinking to myself.  
 

[03:55] Susan Simpson: Angela testified that Cain had attended the party with his uncle 
Phil and Phil’s friend, Smitty. Later on, another boy had knocked on the door. And that 
boy, she had identified at trial as Lee Clark. When Phil’s group arrived, Angela had 
been playing cards in the kitchen with four of her friends. The trouble started with 
comments made by Phil and Smitty.  
 
Angela said that Phil announced, “I got a nephew here that’ll blow anybody’s brains 
out.”  
 
And Smitty had told everyone, “I got a gun right here where he can shoot someone 
else.”  
 
That’s about when Lee and Cain began to confess to murder. The boys explained to the 
group in the kitchen that they had killed Brian because they were in a gang and Brian 
had known too much. They shot him execution-style after putting a pillow over his head.  
 
Both Lee and Cain explained to the others that their gang had some important rules like, 
once you’re in the gang, you can never get out of it. And also, don’t talk to pigs. If you 
do, you don’t make it alive.  
 
[04:52] The boys also said they had gang nicknames. “Call me Ace,” Cain had told 
Angela. And Lee had a gang name, too. Spikey or Spanky- something like that, Angela 
testified.  
 
Eventually, Angela said, she made Lee and Cain leave the party. But two blonde girls 
had been waiting outside for them in a blue or black car, and they all drove off together.  
On the witness stand, Angela identified Brian’s girlfriend, Caprice Hiott, as one of the 
blonde girls who’d driven away with Lee and Cain.  
 
[05:19] Jacinda Davis: Some parts of Angela’s story are undoubtedly true. There really 
had been a party at her trailer, and Cain had been there. And what Angela said about 
Phil and Smitty making comments about Cain… well, that seems to be true, too. Phil 
told us something similar. 



 

 

 
 Phil Storey:  
 When we walked in the house… Smitty, you just have to know him. But he said,  

“I got the killer with me.” You know. Just being… stupid. Comical, you know?  
 
Jacinda Davis: At trial, Phil said he’d explained to everyone that his nephew was the 
one they accused of killing the boy down there on the Rock Mart Road. But this story 
about Lee and Cain confessing to murder? That, he said, never happened. Cain says 
the same thing.  
 
 Cain Joshua Storey:  
 Because all of that was a lie. I was there that night. Ok, Lee Clark wasn’t there-  

matter of fact, the next day I come back to her house because I left my lighter 
down there. I said, “Excuse me, ma’am. I left my--”  

 
She said, “Yes, baby. Here it is right here.”  

 
I said, “Thank you.”  

 
She said, “I hope everything works out for you, over your legal troubles. I don’t 
think you did it, and everything.”  

 
I said, “Well, ma’am, I hope so.” You know.  

 
 Susan Simpson: So you talked to her the next day?  
 
 Cain Joshua Storey:  
 Yeah. The next day. I said I left my lighter down there and I had to go back down  

and get it. She was all sweet and nice and everything, you know. Talking about, 
you know, saying all these things to me. And then, all of the sudden, out of the 
blue… I’m like, what in the world? Ok. Alright.  
 

Jacinda Davis: Cain had only met Angela a handful of times. And he told Susan that the 
only time he’d talked to Angela about this case, she’d been supportive. She told him she 
believed him. She believed that Brian had died playing Russian Roulette.  
 
When we talked to Caprice, who the prosecution says was part of the conspiracy to kill 
Brian, she told us that Angela’s story about her and another blonde girl picking Lee and 
Cain up from the party just wasn’t true.  
 
 Jacinda:  

And we talked to Caprice who said no way, nope, she was not at any party. She  



 

 

had no idea what we were talking about. Also, Angela describes the girl as 
having blonde hair. Caprice does not have blonde hair, and told us she has never 
had blonde hair, ever.  
 
Susan: Except for one brief phase many, many years later.  
 
Jacinda: But not as a 14, 15, 16-year-old girl.  
 

Jacinda Davis: Lee Clark also told us that he hadn’t been at this party, and he doesn’t 
know why Angela Bruce would say that he had been. He could only assume that she’d 
made some kind of deal with the State. His attorney thought the same thing, but they 
hadn’t been able to prove it at trial.  
 
 [08:16] Darrell Lee Clark:  
 When we tried to go digging in her background, about her being possibly cut a  

deal, oh man, they shut that down.  
 
 Susan Simpson: How’d they shut it down?  
 
 Lee:  

They went, “Oh, Mrs. Bruce is not on trial here.” And I can’t prove this, but I think 
they was threatening to take her kids or something. There had to be something 
going on there.  
 
So she got caught up in something with the police and they cut her some kind of 
deal. I’d put money on it that Dallas Battle cut her some kind of deal.  
 
“You come in here and say this, and we’re gonna drop the charges, or we’re 
gonna help you keep your kids,” or something to that extent.  
 

 Susan:  
I have seen that- I do a lot of cases in Baltimore and I have seen that exact 
scenario several times. So is that just guessing or is that what you know happens 
there?  

 
 Lee:  
 That’s just me and Rex Abernathy were guessing on it. We don’t know it  

happened.  
 
[09:07] Jacinda Davis: On the witness stand, Angela testified that the year before Lee 
and Cain’s trial, she’d been in jail twice. But twice, the juvenile court judge had arranged 
for her to be released. At least one of those times she had been in jail was because of 
her failure to show up for her custody hearing for her daughter. When asked about her 



 

 

children, Angela’s responses had been terse and defensive. But the judge hadn’t 
allowed the questioning to go too far; he thought that the defense was using it as a way 
to attack her character.  
 
 Lee:  
 They wouldn’t let us dig into it. They wouldn’t let us get into her background to  

see if that was going on.  
 
Jacinda Davis: There are some good reasons to be skeptical of Angela’s testimony.  
 
First, there’s the pillow. Angela says Lee and Cain confessed to putting a pillow over 
Brian’s head before shooting him. But the forensic evidence was conclusive that no 
pillow was used.  
 
Second, Angela says Lee confessed to being in the bedroom when Brian was shot. But 
that's impossible. There simply hadn't been time for him to have escaped out the 
window before Brian's family rushed in to see what had happened. 
 
Third, Angela's statements should've been setting off alarm bells for everyone who was 
working on this case. The way her story changes and twists on important points, first 
claiming one thing, then the opposite, and then another thing entirely. And how Angela 
provided no new information about the case, yet she was able to confirm all the precise 
details that investigators already believed but needed a way to prove – like the pillow, 
the gang rules, the gang nicknames, Caprice’s involvement. 
 
But the biggest reason of all to doubt Angela Bruce's story is this: if Cain and Lee 
confessed to murder in front of Angela and four of her friends while they were sitting 
around a kitchen table playing cards – then how come the police never spoke to any of 
her friends about what they heard? 
 
[11:30] Susan Simpson: This case has been a challenging one to investigate.  
 
Most of the records have been lost, for reasons that the DA’s office can’t explain. So, a 
lot of what we have to go on are random notes jotted down in the police file.  
 
 Jacinda Davis: Where are we headed now?  
 
 Susan: Something “Crockett,” I already forgot the name. Three minutes away. 
 
 Jacinda: This is someone who's just - a name is written in a file. 
 
 Susan: Just a name in the file.  
 



 

 

 Jacinda: There’s no other information.  
 
 Susan: I ain’t got much more to go on.  
 
 Jacinda: Great.  
 
 Susan: Yep. A lot of fun witnesses like that in this case, where you just show up 
 and be like, “Hey.”  

 
Jacinda: “Hey.” 
 
Susan:  
“There was this murder 25 years ago, you may or may not know something about 
it. Can you fill us in on…” 
 
Jacinda: Saw your name handwritten… 
 
Susan: Yeah.  
 
[GPS announces: “You have arrived.”] 
 
Jacinda Davis: Oh my God.  
 
Susan Simpson: Wow.  
 
Jacinda: So there's a sign that says, “Private property, no trespassing. I don't call 
911, you will be shot.” 
 
Susan: It almost looks like ‘snot.’ 
 
Jacinda: Yeah, you’re right. It does look like ‘snot,’ but I think he meant ‘shot.’ 
 
Susan: Well, Jimmy Crocker. What if we were selling Girl Scout Cookies?  
 
Jacinda: Um, I kind of believe he’d shoot us.  
 
Susan: I don’t know if I believe him, but I’m not going to call his bluff.  
 

Susan Simpson: Because we were going blind for many of the witnesses in this case, 
we often didn’t know what to expect when we showed up at someone’s door.  
 
 Susan:  
 Now we’re going on to Gore Street, six minutes away. I forget where… Oh. Mark  



 

 

Champion.  
 
 Again, don’t really know why he’s a witness, but the name is in the file, so I’m  

sure it’ll be a fun surprise to find out what the police wanted to talk to him about.  
 
Susan Simpson: “Hi there,” we said, when Mark Champion came to the door. “We’re 
looking at a murder case from two-and-a-half decades ago. You wouldn’t happen to 
know anything about that, would you?” 
 
Mark’s response, not unreasonably, had been, “Whoa.”  
 
Then, after a moment, he added, “I was there at a party one night-- is that what you’re 
talking about?” 
 
“Yup,” we said. “That’s probably it.”  
  
 [13:30] Susan Simpson:  

All right, so Mark Champion's story is that he has never been talked to by police. 
But he was at a party. He seemed to think Angela Bruce was the one who had 
the party. Oh, well, he said- 

 
 Jacinda Davis:  

No, he said it was Angela Bruce’s place, but he was there with a friend- 
 
 Susan Simpson: Okay.  
 
 Jacinda Davis: Who brought him? Jessica was his friend who brought him.  
 
 Susan Simpson:  

And it was the only time he went to a party at Angela Bruce’s place, so it’s got to 
be the same night.  
 
Jacinda Davis:  
He was mistaken, he said that Phil Storey was Josh's grandfather, which he is a 
lot older. 
 

Susan Simpson: Mark Champion remembered the party -- but barely. He'd been there 
with a girl named Jessica, he said, and another friend of his as well, a guy named Chris 
West, was there as well. 
 
And he remembered Phil Storey being there too. Phil had been talking to Mark's friend 
Chris, but Mark himself hadn't been part of the conversation -- he'd just overheard Phil 
saying something about how his grandson had killed another boy. 



 

 

 
 Jacinda Davis:  

Right. So what was the name of the man who was with-, with Phil Storey? Who 
Phil said - Smitty.  

 
 Susan Simpson: Howard Smitty.  
 

Jacinda:  
The guy we just talked to said he was in the back room, he just overheard Phil - 
it's very possible he actually overhead Smitty saying- 

  
Susan: You know, that makes more sense. 

 
Jacinda: “Here comes the killer! I've got the killer here!”  

   
And once you say, “I'm here with the killer everybody!”  
 
People are going to start talking, “What are you talking about? Who is that? Oh, 
didn't you hear? His friend got shot in the head?”  
 
Like it makes sense.  

  
Susan:  
But Mark Champion had never heard anyone confessing to this murder. 
 

Susan Simpson: I told Cain Storey about our interview with Mark. 
 
 Susan: Mark, Mark Champion? 
 

Cain: I don't know who that is. 
 

Susan: He didn't know you either. He was there that night. 
 

Cain: Okay. 
 

Susan:  
He did remember an older guy coming in and saying something about, “I'm with 
the killer.” 

 
Cain: I don't remember that either. My uncle didn't say that. 

 
Susan: Or, like, the old guy you were with made a comment about the murder. 

 



 

 

Cain:  
I - Oh, my uncle did say, “This is my nephew, the one they accused of killing that 
boy out on Creighton Road.” 
 

Susan Simpson: Mark Champion told us he’d been in the back room of the trailer for 
much of the party, so he wouldn’t have heard everything that happened. And most of 
what he knew had come from his friend Chris West, anyway. 
 
In fact, Mark said, Chris is the one who actually contacted the police about it. 
 
[15:48] Jacinda Davis: Chris West was one of the four people Angela Bruce identified as 
being at her party that night. He was actually one of Brian Bowling’s close friends – and 
when Cain had shown up, Angela said he'd been upset, and told her that Cain had killed 
his friend. 
 
And even though there’s no record of the police actually interviewing Chris West, we 
think they must have talked to him at some point. After all, someone had given Mark 
Champion's name to the police – they had written it down on a page of notes that has 
Chris West's name, address, and phone number.  
 
There’s a short note below that that says: "15-20 people at party. Cain, Phil, Smitty 
together." 
 
The note does not mention Lee Clark being with them, though. Which is interesting 
because, if these are notes from when the police spoke to Chris West, that suggests 
Chris had not told them anything about Lee. 
 
Unfortunately, Chris West passed away in 2015. We aren't able to ask him about it. 
 
But that left three other party attendees that Angela Bruce identified  - by name -  in her 
first statement to the police: PA Lamkin, Chance Lamkin, and Katriena Thomas. 
 
[17:10] Susan Simpson: It turned out that PA, Chance, and Katriena were all siblings.  
 
Unfortunately, Chance died in 2010. And during our first trip to Rome to talk to 
witnesses, we learned that Katriena had died in a tragic accident just a few months 
earlier.  
 
That left only one other party attendee that Angela Bruce had named in her statement to 
police. 
 
  
 



 

 

 Susan Simpson:  
The guy I really want to find is a guy named P.A. Lamkin. And I know he's in 
Rome. I know he's there somewhere. I just got to - 

 
 Darrell Lee Clark:  

That is one of the guys they were talking about that was in what's her name's 
party? 

 
 Susan: Yeah. Angela Bruce's party. 
 
 Lee:  

I remember. Yeah, I remember from the trial. I remember her speaking that 
name. 
 

Jacinda Davis: PA Lamkin proved hard to find. But there had been approximately 15 to 
20 people in all at the party. Maybe there were other attendees we could locate. 
 
We asked Phil Storey if there was anyone else he could remember being there. 
 

Susan Simpson: Who else was there at the party? Anyone you know? 
 
Phil Storey: No. 
 
Susan: But there were others there? 
 
Phil Storey: There was others there, Yeah. But see, like, I didn't go no further 
than the kitchen. There was people back there in the back bedroom 
(unintelligible)... 
 

Susan Simpson: On the same page of notes with Mark Champion’s name on it, there’d 
been another name as well: Lee Mobbs. And, after learning that Mark Champion had 
been at Angela’s party, it seemed possible that Lee Mobbs had been listed there for the 
same reason.  
 
Dan the Cameraman and I went to speak to him. 
 
 Susan Simpson:  

So Lee Mobbs -- very friendly, very helpful, doesn't remember jack shit. But very  
helpful, otherwise. 

 
 Dan Whitrock: At least you have possibly –  
 
  



 

 

 Susan:  
I have a lead on PA Lamkin. I've got a FB in. His account is locked down, so I 
couldn't message him. 
 
Dan: Yeah, if it can get us that in, that would be huge.  
 
Susan: That’s really what I need.  
 

[18:59] Susan Simpson: Lee Mobbs knew PA Lamkin. And he remembered going to 
parties at Angela Bruce's trailer. But this specific party -- not so much. 
 
 Dan:  

Even if he’d said he would talk, or if he would agree, rather, to be recorded, he’s 
just like, “Nah, I don’t remember anything.” 

 
 Susan: I do believe that if he remembered the party, he would tell us.  
 
 Dan: I fully believe… 
 
 Susan:  

And, the way he put it, it makes sense. This was not, like, a party-party. This was 
not like a planned event. This was not something that you got invited to. It was 
that, this woman had a trailer and a younger boyfriend and people knew they 
could go there.  

 
 Dan Whitrock: Yeah, and just hang out and smoke and drink.  
 
 Susan Simpson:  

And he didn’t say this, but I feel pretty confident that if he had been at a party 
where someone confessed to a murder, especially someone he knew and 
already didn’t really care for? He’d recall.  

 
 Dan: Yeah. I think so.  
 
Susan Simpson: Lee Mobbs knew Lee Clark and he didn’t recall ever seeing Lee Clark 
at any of Angela Bruce's parties, and he definitely didn't recall either him or Cain ever 
confessing to murder while at one. 
 
So, in our quest to track down people who had been at this party, that left us with the 
two teenage girls that Mark Champion told us had been there. He’d forgotten the name 
of the younger one, but the older one had been Jessica. 
 
  



 

 

 [54:53] Jacinda Davis:  
You know what, we should go to the library and get a yearbook.  

 
 Susan Simpson:  

Yearbook. There's going to be so many 15-year-old blonde girls in 1997.  
 
 Jacinda: Yeah, and probably a lot named Jessica.  
 
 Susan:  

Anyway, point being the Angela Bruce story - I mean why didn't Lee or Cain's 
attorneys go talk to these people?  

 
 Jacinda Davis:  

Yeah, they could have talked to them and called any one of them.  
 
[20:38] Jacinda Davis: Jessica would not have been hard to find, if either Cain’s or Lee’s 
attorneys had tried. She'd gone to the same high school as Lee and Cain. And Lee 
thought he knew who she was. A classmate of his named Jessica Smith. She had red 
hair, he told us. 
 
Susan and I managed to track her down. 
 

[20:59] Susan Simpson:  
We just spoke to “a” Jessica Smith, who I'm pretty sure is the Jessica Smith that 
we're looking for. Right age, knew some of the right people, had red hair. I think 
it's got to be her. 

 
 Jacinda Davis: I think it's definitely her. She said she was in the back bedroom. 
 
 Susan:  

A party that sounds an awful like it was this party. But she does not remember 
much beyond that. Did not remember a confession whatsoever, didn't remember 
the murder. Had never been talked to about this.  
 

Jacinda Davis: Jessica Smith actually remembered the party at Angela’s trailer. Though 
her memories of it were pretty vague. 
 
 Susan:  

…but it all lines up. She was at the party for hours and nothing about it - it, had 
there actually been a murder confession there that night or altercation because of 
it, one would think that might have made an impression. And it did not.  
 



 

 

But damn, she - kind of hard to track down people from a party that happened 25 
years ago, where we're pretty sure nothing actually happened and ask-, 
“Remember that party?”  

 
 Jacinda: No one remembers because nothing happened. 
 
Susan Simpson: I gave Lee Clark an update on our efforts to track down people who 
had been at the party. 
 

Susan:  
Well, we talked to three people at the party, Mark Champion, Jessica Smith, and 
Lee Mobbs. 
 
Darrell Lee Clark: You did talk to Jessica Smith? 
 
Susan: We did.  
 
Lee: What did she have to say?  
 
Susan:  
So, we go to her, and she was really confused because like, why are we wanting 
to talk about this party from - you know - when she was a teenager.  
 
Then she kind of clicked, and she actually did remember the party, but she 
doesn't remember much of it, which is not surprising.  
 
But she did - what she did not remember is anything about a confession for 
murder,  
 
Darrell Lee Clark: But she remembers me, don't she? 
 
Susan Simpson: Not really.  
 
Lee: She don't remember me? Okay. Well, that's a surprise. 
 
Susan:  
It was one of those things where she was like that kind of sounds familiar. Like 
maybe, I went to high school with him but I don't remember.  
 
Lee:  
Yeah, I guess I didn’t make as good of an impression as I thought I did (laughs). 

 
 Susan: Yeah, how well do you know her? 



 

 

 
 Lee:  

What? I was - I was - I was trying to fool around with her for a minute. But 
evidently, I didn't make a good impression. 

 
 Susan:  

I mean, you didn't make a bad one either, so (Laughs).  
 
But if she'd seen you there that night obviously, she would have recognized you 
then. So, she was with Mark Champion, who I don't believe you knew, or know. 

 
 Lee: No, I don't know him. 
 
 Susan:  

And he did recall someone coming into their party and talking about how their 
grandson, like, was a killer or something. 

 
 Lee: Yeah, that sounds like some crazy shit Phil would say when he’s drunk.  
 
[23:48] Susan Simpson: There was at least one person at Angela Bruce’s party that 
night who, back in 1997, had known Lee Clark. And possibly a second person as well, if 
Lee Mobbs was there that night.  
 
So if Lee really had been at the party, it seems very likely either one or both of them 
would’ve recalled it. Especially if he’d been there confessing to murder. They would 
have been important witnesses for the police to speak to.  
 

Jacinda Davis:  
But that's the thing, like, why didn't the cops talk to any of these people at the 
time? 

  
Susan Simpson: Unless they did and didn't record it.  

  
Jacinda:  
Well, even if they had talked to people, how cooperative do you think people 
would have been? 

  
[24:27] Susan:  
Well, Chris West, for instance, would have been super cooperative. He was a 
friend of Brian's.  
 
I mean, Angela Bruce's story, they should have attempted to corroborate it and 
they just didn't at all. And how do you disprove something like this? I mean, even 



 

 

back then, I guess, how do you disprove it if she sticks to her story, they just say 
everyone else is lying.  
 
But why on Earth, when you're determining guilt beyond reasonable doubt, would 
you give Angela Bruce the benefit of all doubts and everyone else the benefit of 
none? 
 

[24:55] Jacinda Davis: There was one last person at Angela Bruce’s party we needed to 
talk to. Angela Bruce herself. 
 
Susan and I packed up the car and headed out of state to where she is now living. 
When we got to her house, we didn’t even get a chance to knock on her door – she 
came out and met us in her front yard. 
 
“Are you Angela Bruce?” we asked. 
 
“Who wants to know?” she responded.  
 
We told her why we were there, and that we were hoping to hear from her about the 
party where she told police she’d once heard two boys confess to murder. 
 
“I'm not going to get involved in that,” she said. “I don’t remember it, it was so long ago. 
And besides, I don’t know anything about it, anyway.” 
 
 Susan: She was a little bit - she wasn't friendly at first. 
 
 Jacinda: No, she was definitely a little skeptical. 
 

Susan Simpson:   
And she was talking to us at the gate of her porch, and then I pulled the 
pregnancy card, “I'm like oh I can't, I can't stand up for long. Is - would it be 
alright - I'm so sorry to intrude, but would it be alright if we sat down on your 
porch?” 
 
And she couldn't say no. (Laughs) Also it was kind of true. So… 

 
 Jacinda Davis: And I'm glad she agreed to let us record her. 
 
 Susan: It was important. 
 
[26:16] Susan Simpson: It’s been two decades since Angela Bruce has lived in Floyd 
County. But she does not have fond memories of the place. 
 



 

 

 Susan:  
What's the first thing he said to us about Floyd County when we walked up? You 
were like, Floyd County is hell or something? 

 
 Angela Bruce:  

Yeah, that's walking in hell, because the police want to get you for anything. 
They'll charge you anything, just to get you to get money off of you.  
 
Floyd County's crooked. And that's made me have a bad outlook on police 
because of the way I was done. 

 
Susan Simpson: Angela Bruce moved to Floyd County a few months after Brian’s 
death, but it wasn’t too long after she’d arrived that she first heard about it. Some of her 
neighbors at the McHenry Trailer Park had known the Bowling family and told her about 
a boy who’d been killed playing Russian roulette.  
 
Then, a little later on, she found out that the boy's family thought his death hadn’t been 
an accident at all – they thought he'd been murdered. 
 
 Susan: So, you first heard that it was a suicide, then you heard it was a murder. 
 
 Angela: Yeah. 
 
 Susan: And then this party happens.  
 
 Angela:  

And then the party happens, and Phil Storey comes, and let me make this clear. 
There was a young guy with him. He had like br- light brown hair or something 
brownish color hair with blonde streaks in it back then. He was just a ki- he was 
like 17 or 18 years old, and I told him. I said, “You gonna have to leave because 
this is an adult party, not a child's party,” and I remember him leaving.  
 

[27:48] Susan Simpson: We were there because we wanted to talk to Angela about 
whether anyone had ever confessed to murder at a party she had hosted.  
 
But what Angela wanted to talk about was how there had definitely not been any 
teenagers drinking any alcohol at this party. 
 
 Angela Bruce:  

And Smitty and Phil came, and I told Phil, I said, “I don’t know who this young 
man is, but he needs to go home because this is an adult party.”  
 
There’s no alcohol allowed to be given to children on my watch.  



 

 

 
Susan Simpson: It was a few months later that two cops had shown up at her door and 
asked her about this party. 
 
 Angela:  

And I remember the cops coming and telling me that there was a murder that 
happened. I said, “Oh?”  
 
“And they were at your house.”  
 
I said, “Who was at my house?”  
 
And that's when they said “These two…” I can't remember. You said one of 
them's name. Cain? 

 
 Jacinda: Cain? 
 
 Angela: Ok. I remember the name Cain. Cain Storey?  
 
 Susan: So, the police were the ones who told you that they were at the party. 
 
 Angela: Yeah.  
 
 Susan: How'd they know they were at the party? 
 
 Angela: That's just, I think that's what they said. 
 
Susan Simpson: Cain Storey, Angela did remember a little bit. But this other boy, Lee 
Clark? “No,” Angela told us. “He hadn't been there.” 
 

Jacinda Davis:  
Sometimes it's hard to know like what you know now versus what you know then, 
like you're saying Lee wasn't even there. Did you believe that then as well when 
you were talking to the police or… 
 

 Angela Bruce: No, they told me Lee was there. 
 
 Jacinda Davis:  

Yeah, so as they're telling you this stuff, you're - you - at first you believe what 
they're saying? 

 
 Angela: Yeah.  
 



 

 

 Jacinda: They must- 
 
 Angela: They must have something on him.  
 
 Susan:  

So, the other boy Lee, he was not charged for like - until End of May of ‘97.  
 
 Angela: Why would he be charged with something if he wasn't there? 
 
 Susan: Because yo- you told the police he confessed to the murder. 
 
 Angela: I never told the police that. 
 
 Susan:  

It was - so… that according to police, you're… you're the evidence against him. 
 
 Angela: Well… 
 
 Susan: They didn’t have anything else.  
 
 Angela:  

I don't know why they use evidence that I had said anything because I don't 
remember saying nothing like that. 
 

--- 
 

 Angela: I don't remember them bragging about killing somebody, y’all. 
 
 Susan: Do you think you would remember if it had happened? 
 
 Angela: Oh, yeah. 
 
 Susan Simpson:  

So, that wouldn't have slipped your mind if they - if two boys come in. 
 
 Angela Bruce:  

If two boys come in my home telling me, supposedly, that they murdered 
somebody. You think I'm gonna forget that? No. 
 

--- 
 



 

 

[30:20] Susan Simpson: Angela still had strong feelings about both the police officers 
who interviewed her about this case. She disliked them both, though, for very different 
reasons. 
 
 Angela Bruce:  
 And they're crooked, like I said. And it's a good thing that Dallas is dead.  

Because he got what he got coming to him.  
 
 The other police officer was just a hateful man. Cocky. ‘I'm the police.’  
 

And he wore his badge on his side like he was some kind of hot rod detective, 
and all he was was a blue-collar police officer. 

 
 He was really angry, you know, about the situation, and he says, “You need to 
 tell us what's going on.” 

 
Susan Simpson: Angela told us that Dallas Battle and the other officer – whose name 
she didn’t remember, but who must’ve been Investigator David Stewart – had explained 
to her why Cain Storey was guilty of murder. 
 
 Angela Bruce:  

They didn't believe the Russian Roulette thing. They believed that because they 
were in a gang, that they shot and killed him. That's what the police said Dallas 
had said.  
 
I said, “Well, I don't know about all that. I don't know. I wasn't there. You know, I 
can't speak on nothing like that.” 
 

Susan Simpson: The thing is though Angela Bruce did speak on something like that. 
She’d testified that Cain and Lee had confessed to this murder.  
 
Though she told us she didn’t recall doing so.  
 
 Susan Simpson: The - you, you were kind of the critical witness in the case. 
 

Angela Bruce:  
I, I don't understand why they would just go on my… what I say, if they had other 
witnesses. 

 
 Jacinda Davis:  

Well, there are other witnesses who testified at court. You know, there was a lot 
of people, but ... 

 



 

 

 Susan Simpson:  
 But the - for Lee, Lee Clark, you were the evidence that got Lee arrested.  

Because no one else had come forward at that point, until they found you.  
 
According to the police file, the first time anyone ever tells them Lee was 
involved, was when you talked to them. 
 
Angela: I don’t believe that.  
 
Susan: I, I don't necessarily believe that either. But according to their records. 
 
Angela: Well, their records is wrong.  
 

 [32:31] Susan:  
 You say, according to the transcript, you said that, “Well, that's awful sorry to  

shoot someone like that,” and “Cain bragged and said he did shoot him, and he 
didn't care who didn't like it and that they walked in there, put a pillow over his 
head. There was a scuffle or something, and they were arguing and scuffling, 
and he fell on the bed. They put a pillow on his head and shot him in the head.” 

 
 Angela: I didn't say none of that. 
 
 Susan: You didn't say any of that? 
 
 Angela: No, I, I don't remember saying none of that. 
 
 Susan: I mean, so your testimony is pretty detailed and pretty descriptive. 
 
 Angela:  

Well, as being a witness to something, you're not gonna be that descriptive, 
because you don't really know.  

 
 Jacinda: OK, so you're saying the description is a sign that - 
 
 Angela:  

You know, ever, it was so in depth to where I believe there was words added to 
my testimony, because I remember talking to the police, and I told them, I said, “I 
had a party. Phil Storey came, and some short guy with a beard came- I didn't 
know his name, and his nephew came. And I told him that he needed to tell his 
nephew to go home, that there was no children allowed at the adult party.“ 
 

Susan Simpson: Finally, since Angela kept bringing this issue up, I asked her a question 
I already knew the answer to. 



 

 

 
 Susan: Were there teenagers at the party or…? 
 
 Angela:  

I don't remember teenagers per se except for an 18-year-old girl and she was 
strawberry blonde. But there was another female there and she was underage. 
And I didn't allow it. 

 
 Susan: And did Stewart talk about the underage drinking, or… 
 
 Angela: Yeah. 
 
 Susan: What did he tell you about that? 
 
 [34:22] Angela:  

That it was against the law. And then he said that he could call the DSS and get 
my children taken away. And when he said that, I said no. I said, “No, that ain't 
gonna happen.” 
 
He was like, “Either you tell us what's going on,” I remember him saying, “Or 
we're gonna get you and put you in jail for giving alcohol to minors.”  
 
I said, “I didn't give no alcohol to any daggone minor.” 
 
Susan:  
So, there, he was implying, or at least not implying, outright stating that if you tell 
us what we want to hear, then we will not let the -  
 
Angela: Department of Social Services - 
 
Susan: … know about the party you had.  
 
Angela: Right.  
 

Susan Simpson: Despite Angela Bruce’s denials, I knew that there had been underaged 
teenagers at this party. I had spoken to at least two of them. 
 
Evidently, Sgt. Battle and Investigator Stewart had known there were minors at this 
party as well.  
 
  
 
 



 

 

 [35:12] Angela Bruce:  
It's important for y'all to know that I was threatened. And I had to say what I had 
to say to protect my children. As a mother, I'm gonna protect my children to the 
day I die. And then thereafter, I'll haunt whoever's bothering them.  
 
But the Floyd County police officers are very crooked. And they get you to say 
things and they threaten you with things so you'll say what they want you to say, 
and that’s the truth.   
 
If you know anything about Rome, Georgia, Floyd County, you'll know that's the 
truth. 
 
Jacinda Davis:  
So the testimony that we read to you earlier, the statement we read to you 
earlier, where you say they came in, they were bragging about shooting… 
 
Angela: I was told to say that. 
 
Susan: You never heard anyone confess to any murder? 
 
Angela: No, nobody sat at my table and talked about any murder.  
 
Jacinda:  
Looking back now, do you feel like something you said may have led them, like, 
put them on the path to being convicted? 
 
Angela:  
I believe that what I was forced to say did, but the truth of the matter is, is that 
they didn't sit at my table talking about a murder. Cain said that they - him and 
Brian Bowling, were playing Russian roulette, and he got shot.  
 
And I just - I feel like that they shouldn't have depended on my statement 
because I was forced into saying something I didn't want to say.  
 

Jacinda Davis: So, if Cain and Lee didn’t confess to this murder, where had Angela 
gotten all the details that had been in her statements? Why did she say, for instance, 
that Cain and Lee had shot Brian through a pillow? 
 
 Angela:  

No, they did not sit around no table confessing no murder by using any kind of 
daggone pillow. I kept hearing about a pillow, but I never seen a pillow.  
 



 

 

I mean, you know if they're gonna use a pillow they need to show me what the 
pillow was - did it have blood on it? It would have blood on it and a bullet hole. 

 
 Jacinda Davis: You say you, you kept hearing about the pillow who, who… 
 
 Angela Bruce: The police. 
 
 Jacinda: Yeah. 
 
 Angela:  

The police kept saying there was a pillow. The pillow was what muffled the shot. 
There was no muffling that shot. It's gonna go pow. It ain't go pfft. It's gonna go 
pow! 

 
Jacinda Davis: From the police file, we knew that Dallas Battle and David Stewart had 
gone to Angela’s trailer on two separate occasions to get statements from her about the 
Bowling case. 
 
But Angela says she’d seen Dallas Battle on more occasions than that. 
 
 [38:03] Susan Simpson:  

We know that he interviewed you twice. Do you think it was more often than that? 
 
 Angela:  

Oh, he interviewed me twice, but he came over more than twice because he was 
really interested in me. I don't, I don't date married men.  
 
And I told the man, I said, “You got a ring on your finger. You need to go home to 
your wife and get her in bed,” I said, “Because you ain't getting me.” 

 
 Susan: You think, but you felt pretty sure he was trying to sleep with you. 
 
 Angela: Yeah. Uh-huh. Yeah. 
 
 Susan: You would not be the only witness we spoke to who has said that, so. 
 
 Angela: Yeah. He was one crooked police. 
 
 Susan: Was, was he like being, like was he trying to be charming?  
 
 Angela:  

He was, you know, he was really charming and flirtatious. And telling me, you 
know, you know, “People say this and this. I'll take you out to dinner.”  



 

 

 
I said, “You know what? I can take myself out to dinner.”  

 
 Susan: So, he was never… he was persistent but not being forceful. 
 
 Angela:  

But he was really persistent, but he kept coming over, you know, checking. He 
said, “I'm just checking on you. Are you OK? Do you need anything?”  
 
I said, “I don't need nothing. I'm great.” 

 
 Susan Simpson: So, he just flirted and… 
 
 Angela Bruce:  

He's very charming and flirtatious. He thought he was God's gift to women, OK? 
And he wasn't ashamed that he was married, neither. He came over more than 
once, and it was always at like, like almost dark-thirty.  
 
It was really weird, you know, like he was wanting something to happen. 

 
Susan: So, you got, your impression was he was wanting you to invite him in. 

 
Angela: Yeah, and have sex, to be honest with you. 

 
Jacinda: Was this before the trial or after? 

 
Angela: It was before and after and during, yeah. 
 

[39:47] Jacinda Davis: Angela told us that Dallas Battle never threatened her. If 
anything, she claims, it was the other officer, Investigator Stewart, who had been the 
threatening one – he’d threatened to get her kids taken away.   
 
But even though Sgt. Battle’s demeanor towards Angela had been outwardly friendly, 
she told us his continued visits to her trailer had begun to feel like harassment. 
 
 Angela:  

You know, I can understand interviewing a witness once, maybe twice. But why 
would you come singularly by yourself to my home at 10, 11:00 at night? When 
I'm in bed?  
 
You know, I had two children I had to get up to go to school. 

 
 Susan: Was Battle explicit about what he was looking for, or was he just… 



 

 

 
 Angela:  

Oh, it was clear. As a woman, as a female, you know when a man wants you, 
okay? And he was nothing but a whore. A perverted whore. Male whore. A cop 
that had a badge, and he used that badge as getting his way.  

 
And you know, things like that will scare you, to where you got to do whatever 
you got to do for your babies.  
 
That's even… even if that means sleeping with the police or telling them what 
they want to hear. 
 

--- 
 

[41:07] Jacinda Davis: Angela Bruce acknowledged giving a false statement to the 
police about Lee and Cain. But like other witnesses we have spoken to she insisted that 
she did not remember testifying against Lee and Cain at their trial.  
 
 Susan Simpson: And for how long did Dallas Battle come by your house? 
 
 Angela Bruce:  

He came by my house a lot, even after the trial. And I, I remember telling him, 
you know, “You don't - you don't need to come to my home no more. This is 
harassment. 

- 
 
 Jacinda Davis: So, there were a few times - and I didn't want to call her out on it- 
 
 Susan: Yeah.  
 
 Jacinda:  

Where she was like, “I don't remember any trial, I don't remember the trial.” 
 
 Susan: And then she'd say- 
 
 Jacinda:  

And then she would say, “Oh no. He continued to come to my house after the  
trial.” 

 
 Susan: Like, so you do remember there was a trial? 
 
 Jacinda:  

“The trial is over, you don't have to come by anymore.”  



 

 

 
So, she remembers the trial - does she remember what she testified about? 
Maybe not. Does she feel so bad about what she testified that she just wants it to 
be a buried memory? 
 

Jacinda Davis: The other possibility, of course, is that Angela denied any memory of 
testifying at trial for the same reason she denied any memory of serving alcohol to 
minors at her party. Because both of those things would, technically, be crimes. And 
Angela did not want to admit to perjury. 
 
 [42:35] Susan Simpson:  

It wasn't until you talked to police that they re-arrest Cain and arrest Lee for the 
first time and charge him with a conspiracy to commit murder. 
 
Angela Bruce:  
See, that's a shame. You know, I was forced into sayin' stuff. Why-, if I was in 
this courtroom, why didn't the judge see through me? If he was such a good 
judge? Because that's - the judges and the police are together.  
 

- 
 

 Angela:  
All, all of it was Russian Roulette. And Lee Clark was not even there. And I don't 
- and the only reason why he got brought up in it is because the police mentioned 
it to me. 

 
 Jacinda Davis: You mentioned to us earlier that the police didn't like these boys. 
 
 Angela: No, they didn't like them. 
 
 Susan: Did they tell you why they didn't like them? 
 
 Angela:  

No, they never told me why. They always thought that they was… they were in a 
- what do you call it - some kind of thieving ring, stealing stuff? And that's what 
they told me. 
 

Jacinda Davis: This thieving ring was called the Free Bird gang. Or at least, that’s what 
Angela Bruce testified to at trial. 
 
After talking to Angela Bruce, we began to understand how many of the confusing 
details in her statements came to be. Like Angela’s story about Caprice showing up at 
this party to pick up Cain and Lee. 



 

 

 
 Susan: And you're - when you went to trial, you mentioned the blonde girl. 
 
 Angela:  

Strawberry blonde. She was there that night and Cain was there. But I don't 
remember seeing Lee Clark at my party. 
 

Jacinda Davis: When Angela clarified that the blonde girl – the one she identified at trial 
as Caprice – had not just been blonde, but rather strawberry blonde, it suddenly clicked 
for us who she was talking about. 
 
 [44:29] Angela Bruce:  

I can't even remember the female's name. But she was pretty. And I did. I 
remember I asked, which one was - 

 
 Susan Simpson: Was there a Jessica there? 
 
 Angela: That's her name, Jessica. 
 
 Susan: Jessica Smith?  
 
Jacinda Davis: Angela Bruce told us that Jessica Smith and another blonde girl had 
come back to the party later that night and picked up Phil Storey. 
 
 Angela:  

They put Phil in the front seat because they couldn't get them in the backseat, he 
was too drunk. 

 
 Susan: What were they driving? 
 
 Angela:  

A little car. I believe it was a black car. A dark-colored car, black, dark blue, 
purple, something like that. Something dark. 

 
 And they put him in the front seat. The girl that was in the front seat got in  

the backseat. Because Phil couldn't get in the backseat. That's how drunk he 
was. 
 
Susan: And you think it was Jessica's car? 
 
Angela: Mm-hmm. And they drove them home. 
 



 

 

Jacinda Davis: In 1997, Angela Bruce gave two statements to the police. In the first, she 
doesn’t mention any teenage girls. In the second, she suddenly recalls two girls picking 
up Lee and Cain, and Caprice was driving. The investigators asked her what kind of car 
she’d been in: “It was a little car. It looked like it might a been a blue or black little car.” 
 
 Susan:  

So the part of Angela Bruce's story that was always very weird was her claim that 
Caprice Hiott showed up. Like this blonde girl showed up to the party. And I think 
that mystery has been resolved. 

 
 Jacinda Davis: Yeah. It was Jessica Smith.  
 
 Susan Simpson: The blonde girl was never Caprice. It was Jessica. 
 
Jacinda Davis: At the end of our interview with Angela, I asked her if she had anything 
to say to Cain and Lee… 
 
 Angela Bruce: 

Lee, I’m so sorry that I was forced into doing that. And I hope you can 
understand that I was a single parent with children. They threatened my children 
against me. And I feel like you deserve to be set free because he wasn't there.  

 
And Cain- Joshua. I want to tell you, son, I'm sorry, y'all. You should have never 
had the gun and now you got in trouble for the gun. But you didn't commit the 
murder. Please forgive me, because I was forced into saying stuff by the police. 
You know as well as I do that Floyd County is messed up and crooked. And I feel 
like both of you need to be set free. And from the bottom of my heart, I'm so 
sorry. I'm really so sorry.  
 
And I feel like they need to be set free. 
 

--- 
 

[47:24] Jacinda Davis: It was because of Angela Bruce that the Supreme Court of 
Georgia upheld Lee and Cain’s conviction, despite the trial court having mistakenly 
allowed in evidence that should never have been let in.  
 
But the erroneous admission of this other evidence, the Court concluded, had been 
made harmless by the testimony of the party hostess. 
 
So what does it mean for Lee and Cain that Angela Bruce recanted her testimony? 
Well, this is something Susan and I had discussed even before we’d talked to her.  
 



 

 

 [48:00] Susan:  
But witnesses that recant don't matter usually. You'd need to have something 
like, something that…  like she got a deal or got money. The recanting is 
meaningless, but her having something that should've been disclosed that 
wasn't, that's what matters. 

 
 Jacinda: If she recants though- 
 
 Susan: It doesn't matter. 
 
 Jacinda: There's really zero. 
 
 Susan Simpson:  

No. Witnesses changing stories doesn't mean jack shit. Courts do not care. You 
can have every single witness in the case saying “Oh yeah, I totally lied. The 
defendant didn't do it. I made it all up. And the court is not going to hear a thing.  
 
They'll tell you to get the hell out of the courtroom. It doesn't matter. Now, what 
matters is if they're like, “Yeah, I made the whole thing up and I got paid $10,000 
to say it.”  

 
 Jacinda Davis: Or, “I got my kids back or…” 
 
 Susan: Yeah. 
 
 Jacinda:  

But in a case like this, there's no DNA, there's no like, solid evidence against Lee 
or Cain. 

 
 Susan: Yeah, that's their problem.  
 

Jacinda: It's only wit - eyewitness testimony. 
 

Susan:  
That's their problem. They should've proven she was a liar back then and they 
failed to do so. 
 

[49:10] Susan Simpson: Our criminal justice system is set up so that both the defense 
and the prosecution are supposed to prove at trial whether or not a witness is lying. 
Once the trial is over, the question of whether a witness was lying doesn’t really matter. 
Not by itself, anyway. 
  



 

 

When we told Lee’s father Glenn Clark about our interview with Angela Bruce, he didn’t 
have much of a reaction. He was glad someone had finally spoken to her. But he’d 
known she was lying for a long time. And that never changed anything before. 
 
 Jacinda: So you all along, you thought Angela was lying. 
 
 Glenn Clark: Oh, yeah. 
 

Jacinda: And now that feeling you had is confirmed. 
 

Glenn:  
Yeah. I mean, there's, look, there was a whole bunch of people in this trial lying, I 
mean, it's just obvious.  
 
I told you all a long time - I'm not an educated man but I, I got a degree in 
common sense. But common sense don't mean nothing in court. It don't. It don't 
mean nothing in court. 
 

Susan Simpson: What Angela told us may or may not mean anything in court. But, it 
does mean something to Lee Clark. 
 
 Susan Simpson: Here, let's see if I can find the - can, can you hear that? 
 
 Darrell Lee Clark: Do what now? Alright.  
 
 [Recording of Angela Bruce plays: … from the bottom of my heart, I’m so  

sorry. And I feel like they need to be set free.] 
 
Susan: Could you hear any of that? 
 
Lee:  
Yeah, I heard it. That about done broke me down right there. [Emotional crying] 
I've been waiting for 25 years to hear that. God almighty. 
 
Susan: Yeah.  
 
Lee:  
Oh man. I’m going to tell you something, Susan. Regardless how all this right 
here turns out, I’m indebted to you for the rest of my life. You brought me a lot of 
joy, Susan. You really have.  
 
Do you realize what you just did? You realize the weight of what you just lifted off  
me?  



 

 

 
Susan: I don’t think I can.  
 
[51:17] Lee:  
God almighty, Susan. You have just lifted the weight off my shoulders that's been 
crushing me for a long time. I've had people look at me, looking down their nose 
at me for a lot of years believing this stuff, and her testimony by itself was the 
reason I couldn't get my stuff overturned in court. That's all I've been asking for 
over 25 years. 
 

Next time, on Proof.  
 
[bites from next episode] 

--- 
 

You’ve been listening to Proof, a podcast by Red Marble Media. 
 
We’ll be back next Monday for episode 13. Send us your questions and comments at 
proofcrimepod@gmail.com. We’ll respond during our bonus episodes – Proof: Sidebar – 
on Thursdays.  
 
Kevin Fitzpatrick is our Executive Producer. Our logo was designed by Drew Husosky, 
and our theme music is by Ramiro Marquez. Audio production for this episode is by 
George Panos and Michael Ulatowski. Production Assistance provided by Jude Slava. 
Our Social Media Manager is Skylar Park. 
 
Thank you to our sponsors for making it possible for us to come back week after week. 
Follow us everywhere with the handle @proofcrimepod, and on our website, 
proofcrimepod.com. 
 
That’s all for this week... thanks for listening. 
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