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Definitions 
The following definitions and abbreviations apply to this document, unless otherwise 

stated.  

Word or phrase Definition 

Centre of adverse reactions 

monitoring aka CARM 

The New Zealand pharmacovigilance 

centre consists of synergistic monitoring 

programmes that contribute to and 

support the safety of medicines and 

related products in New Zealand through 

voluntary reporting of adverse events 

Consumer A consumer can also be a client, patient, or 

resident. It is the person who uses or 

receives health and disability services, or 

their representative. 

Contraindication Anything (including a symptom or medical 

condition) that is a reason for a person to 

not receive a particular treatment because 

it may be harmful. For the purposes of this 

document, contraindications refer to those 

documented by Medsafe on the relevant 

New Zealand data sheet.  

Concomitant Concomitant vaccination aims to provide 

optimal protection against disease as 

quickly as possible by completing a 

person’s recommended vaccination 

schedule in the shortest but most effective 

time frame. 

Most routine vaccines can be safely and 

effectively administered at the same visit. 

When a person is delayed in their 

immunisation schedule, administration of 

multiple vaccines at the same visit ensures 

catch-up immunization. 

Immunisation Advisory Centre aka 

IMAC 

IMAC provides a variety of products and 

services for consumers, health 

professionals, government agencies and 

the media to improve the understanding 
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and quality of immunisation in New 

Zealand. 

Influenza Vaccinators Fully authorised, provisionally authorised, 

pharmacist Vaccinators and COVID-19 

Vaccinators working under supervision are 

authorised to administer the influenza 

vaccine.  

Medsafe Medsafe is the New Zealand Medicines 

and Medical Devices Safety Authority. It is 

a business unit of the Ministry of Health 

and is the authority responsible for the 

regulation of therapeutic products in New 

Zealand.  

Medsafe Vaccine Evaluation and 

Approval Process 

Medsafe evaluates applications for all new 

medicines, including vaccines, to ensure 

they comply with international standards 

and local requirements for quality, safety 

and efficacy. Once Medsafe have 

completed the evaluation process and 

international agreed criteria for safety and 

efficacy are met, consent can be granted 

either full consent under section 20, or 

provisional consent under section 23 of 

the Medicines Act 1981.  

National Immunisation Solution The National Immunisation Solution (NIS) 

is a centralised, browser-based system 

used to record all vaccination details.  

 

Qualified healthcare professional For the purposes of this document, a 

qualified healthcare professional is a 

registered healthcare professional who is 

acting within their scope of practice and 

has completed the required influenza 

vaccination training to be able to discuss 

the benefits, risks, and alternatives with the 

consumer. 

 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1981/0118/69.0/DLM55054.html
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1981/0118/69.0/DLM55061.html
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1981/0118/latest/whole.html
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Introduction 

Influenza vaccines are being rolled out in Aotearoa New Zealand through the National 

Immunisation Programme (the Programme) overseen by the Ministry of Health (Ministry).  

The Programme offers free influenza vaccinations to those meeting the PHARMAC 

eligibility criteria. To ensure that the Programme aligns with international evidence, the 

Pharmacology and Therapeutics Advisory Committee (PTAC) continuously reviews 

evidence and provides advice to the Programme.  

Background and context  
Immunisation is the best way to protect our communities from infection and serious 

illness. As COVID-19 restrictions ease and borders re-open in Aotearoa New Zealand it is 

expected that a resurgence of respiratory viruses will follow. Seasonal influenza infection 

was lower in 2020 and 2021. This will have resulted in reduced residual immunity and 

therefore increases the risk of serious disease in 2022.  

The World Health Organisation (WHO) recommends countries step up their influenza 

vaccination campaigns during the COVID-19 pandemic to prevent severe disease and 

hospitalisation associated with influenza and prepare for co-circulation of influenza and 

COVID-19.  

The Ministry recommends influenza vaccination to all those eligible in Aotearoa New 

Zealand and encourages others to also consider flu vaccination especially those in health, 

disability, and other frontline workers.  

Medsafe, New Zealand’s medicines and medical devices safety authority, continues to 

monitor all vaccines for safety which includes pharmacovigilance and adverse drug 

reactions.  

Purpose 

To provide a policy statement on the use of the influenza vaccine in Aotearoa New 

Zealand and provide guidance on its use.  

This policy statement should be used alongside the Ngā Paerewa Health and Disability 

Services Standard, the Immunisation Handbook 2020, and the Flu Toolkit 2022. 

https://www.influenza.org.nz/eligibility-criteria
https://www.influenza.org.nz/eligibility-criteria
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/regulation-health-and-disability-system/certification-health-care-services/services-standard/resources-nga-paerewa-health-and-disability-services-standard
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/regulation-health-and-disability-system/certification-health-care-services/services-standard/resources-nga-paerewa-health-and-disability-services-standard
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/immunisation-handbook-2020
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Equity 

In Aotearoa New Zealand, people have differences in health outcomes that are not only 

avoidable but unfair and unjust. Equity recognises different people with various levels of 

advantage require different approaches and resources to get equitable health outcomes.  

For the 2022 influenza season, the programme’s priority efforts will be for Māori and 

Pacific peoples who are impacted more by both Influenza and COVID-19 as well as the 

social and economic consequences of serious illness. The differential impact is expected 

to continue or increase as these communities are at relatively higher risk from Influenza 

because of lower vaccination rates and higher rates of underlying health conditions and 

disabilities and of high-contact living conditions. 

The rollout of the influenza vaccine to Māori and Pacific peoples will be carefully 

considered and planned with Māori vaccination providers with specific consideration 

given to promoting and improving influenza vaccine access to groups that face barriers 

to health and have experienced disproportionate COVID-19 morbidity and mortality. In 

2022, PHARMAC updated the eligibility criteria for funded influenza vaccinations to 

include all Māori and Pacific peoples aged 55 years to 64 years. 

Whānau-based approaches will provide an opportunity to improve delivery and uptake of 

the influenza vaccine among Māori and Pacific eligible population as well as uptake of 

the wider National Immunisation Schedule. 
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Policy Statement 
The 2022 Influenza programme is designed to protect those at greatest risk of serious 

illness from influenza, who are eligible for a funded vaccination. The National 

Immunisation Programme objectives will be met through the combined activity of all 

influenza vaccination providers and achieve the uptake goals in 2022.  

It is recommended private vaccination providers follow programme’s objectives and 

requirements.  

In 2022 the National Immunisation Programme aims to: 

• Vaccinate at least 75% of the population aged 65 years or older against influenza 

• Improve influenza coverage for people aged under 65 years with certain medical 

conditions, and pregnant women 

• Vaccinate at least 80% of health and disability workers against influenza  

Influenza Vaccines for 2022 

There are four quadrivalent vaccines available in Aotearoa New Zealand for 2022  

Funded 

1. AFLURIA QUAD® is funded for children and adults, aged from 3 years (36 months) 

2. ALURIA QUAD JUNIOR® is funded for children aged under 3 years, (6 months to 

35 months) 

 

Unfunded 

3. FLUAD QUAD® is unfunded, approved for use in adults aged 65 years or older 

only 

4. FLUQUADRI® is unfunded, approved for use in children and adults 6 months of 

age and older.  
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All vaccines contain: 

• A/Victoria/2570/2019 (H1N1) pdm 09-like virus (A/Victoria/2570/2019 IVR-215): 

15 micrograms HA* per dose 

• A/Darwin/9/2021 (H3N2)-like virus (A/Darwin/6/2021 IVR-227): 15 micrograms 

HA* per dose 

• B/Austria/1359417/2021-like virus (B/Austria/1359417/2021 BVR-26): 15 

micrograms HA* per dose  

• B/Phuket/3073/2013-like virus (B/Phuket/3073/2013 BVR-1B): 15 micrograms HA* 

per dose *HA - haemagglutinin 
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Eligibility Criteria 
Influenza 

Funded influenza vaccinations are to be available for those meeting the PHARMAC 

eligible criteria.  

Influenza vaccine Contraindications 

for use 

Contraindication to receiving the Influenza Vaccine 

1 The influenza vaccine is contraindicated in individuals with known severe 

allergic reactions (e.g., anaphylaxis) to any component of the vaccine 

except egg proteins (see precautions for use) or a previous dose of any 

influenza vaccine. 

Note: For further information please refer to the relevant Data sheet. 

 

  

https://www.influenza.org.nz/eligibility-criteria
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 Administration and 

schedule of influenza 

vaccination  
Route 

The vaccine should be 

administered by 

intramuscular or deep 

subcutaneous injection. 

The preferred site of administration is into the 

deltoid muscle in adults and children ≥ 12 months 

of age.  

The preferred site for infants and young children (6 

months to < 12 months of age) is the anterolateral 

aspect of the thigh. 

If an influenza vaccine needs to be used at the same 

time as another vaccine, immunisation should be 

given at separate injection sites, preferably on 

different limbs. 

Consumers taking anticoagulants should have firm 

pressure applied to the injection site without 

rubbing for 10 minutes to reduce the risk of 

bruising.  

Schedule  

Consumers aged >9 years  One dose refers to vaccine datasheet for dose 

amount 

Consumers aged <9 years  Two 0.5ml doses separated by at least 4 weeks if 

influenza vaccine is being administered for the first 

time.  
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Concomitant use with other 

vaccines  
influenza vaccination timing and combinations with other vaccines  

Covid-19 vaccines  No spacing required for Pfizer or AstraZeneca 

COVID-19 vaccines when using influenza vaccines. 

Spacing of 3 days or more with the Novavax 

vaccine when using the Fluad Quad influenza 

vaccine. 

Other National 

Immunisation Schedule 

Vaccines  

No spacing required when using influenza vaccines 

For further information of concomitant use with other vaccines please see the 

policy statements on the Ministry’s website. 

  

https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-information-health-professionals/covid-19-vaccine-policy-statements-and-clinical-guidance
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Policy Statement Objectives 
The following section outlines the programme objectives for the different elements of the 

policy statement related to the influenza vaccine: 

1. Equity 

2. Access 

3. Use of influenza vaccines 

4. Delivery 

5. Logistics 

6. Correct Procedures 

7. Workforce 

8. Reporting and Monitoring 

9. Post Vaccination 
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Equity 

1. Equity 

1.1 A Provider must ensure sites administering the influenza vaccine provide 

equitable opportunity to Māori and Pacific people in line with the action 

plans below, other ethnic communities, and disabled people. 

Whakamaua: Māori Health Action Plan 2020–2025 

Ola Manuia: Pacific Health and Wellbeing action plan  

1.2 A Provider must ensure sites administering the influenza vaccine are actively 

incorporating the principles and intent of Te Tiriti o Waitangi and 

considering the strategies outlined in More Than Just a Jab: Evaluation of 

the Māori Influenza Vaccination Programme as part of the COVID-19 Māori 

Health Response.  

Access 

2. Access 

2.1 A Provider must ensure sites administering the influenza vaccine are easily 

accessible to those with disabilities  

2.2 The Programme will provide consumers with sufficient information that is 

easily accessible and readable to determine if they are eligible for influenza 

vaccination. This will be provided through a wide range of channels and 

language to promote equitable outcomes. 

2.3 Where provision of influenza vaccination is in a rural/remote setting a 

Provider will consider initiatives to assist access for consumers. Such 

initiatives could include and are not limited to liaising with local 

communities to assist with publicity, arranging transport for consumers to 

attend a vaccination site and hours of operation.  

2.4 A Provider may provide walk-in options for sites administering influenza 

vaccines (for both funded and unfunded vaccinations if there are 

appropriate payment systems available). Walk-in sites provide consumer 

choice to receive their vaccination without the need to book an 

appointment in advance. 

  

https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/publications/whakamaua-maori-health-action-plan-2020-2025-2.pdf
https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/publications/ola_manuia-phwap-22june.pdf
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/more-just-jab-evaluation-maori-influenza-vaccination-programme-part-covid-19-maori-health-response
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/more-just-jab-evaluation-maori-influenza-vaccination-programme-part-covid-19-maori-health-response
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/more-just-jab-evaluation-maori-influenza-vaccination-programme-part-covid-19-maori-health-response
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Use of Influenza Vaccine   

3. Use of Influenza Vaccine 

Primary course first 

and second dose 

Who can administer?* Administration 

requirements 

• Fully authorised vaccinators can 

administer to consumers aged 

6 months and older. 

• Provisionally authorised 

vaccinators can administer to 

consumers aged 3 years and 

older.  

• Pharmacist vaccinators 

(provisional and full) can 

administer to consumers aged 

13 years and older. 

 

No prescription 

required. 

 

*Note: COVID-19 Vaccinators Working under Supervision (CVWUS) cannot administer 

the influenza vaccine. 

Planning and delivery 

4. Planning and delivery 

4.1 Providers are responsible for recording influenza vaccination events into the 

NIS (or other electronic systems that direct information to the NIS such as a 

Patient Management Systems (PMS) or the National Immunisation Register 

(NIR)) for documentation and reporting purposes. 

4.2 A site will be staffed with a suitably qualified health professional capable to 

discuss the clinical suitability of the influenza vaccines on a person-by-

person basis and identify eligibility. 

4.3 A Provider will ensure influenza vaccines are only administered by 

appropriately qualified vaccinators working within their scope of practice. 
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Logistics 

5. Logistics 

5.1 A Provider will ensure that the handling and cold chain management of the 

influenza vaccine are followed. 

5.2 A Provider will ensure that good inventory management practices are 

followed and return damaged or unused vaccine to Healthcare Logistics. 

For more information see the 2022 Ordering and Storage | Influenza - 

Immunisation & Vaccination Info, NSIG New Zealand.  

 

  

https://www.influenza.org.nz/2022-ordering-and-storage
https://www.influenza.org.nz/2022-ordering-and-storage
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Correct procedures 

6. Correct procedures 

6.1 A Provider will ensure they meet the Vaccine Storage and Transportation 

for Immunisation Providers (2017). 

6.2 The Programme will make available National Standards for Vaccine Storage 

and Transportation for Immunisation Providers 2017 | Ministry of Health 

NZ and Immunisation Handbook 2020. 

6.3 A Provider will ensure that the influenza vaccination screening and 

guidance form from IMAC is followed. 

6.4 A Provider will ensure consumer consent is recorded in the NIR or NIS.  

6.5 A Provider will ensure all influenza vaccinations are correctly recorded in 

the NIR or NIS (or other electronic systems that direct information to the 

NIS such as a PMS which communicate with the NIR). 

6.6 The programme and providers will verify conformance to relevant 

standards and recommended practice is followed. 

6.7 A Provider will ensure the correct safety requirements are met for the 

influenza vaccines. 

6.8 A Provider will have a local standard operating procedure for the 

preparation and administration of influenza vaccine. 

6.9 A Provider will seek clinical advice from IMAC on a consumer related 

clinical concern or query 

Workforce 

7. Workforce 

7.1 The IMAC provides necessary training collateral, and updates to the clinical 

guidance within the Immunisation Handbook.  

7.2 A Provider will ensure only fully trained vaccinators working within their 

scope of practice administer the influenza vaccines.  

7.3 The IMAC provides influenza vaccination training for vaccinators through 

various channels including webinars and locally based education sessions 

with regional immunisation co-ordinators  

https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/national-standards-vaccine-storage-and-transportation-immunisation-providers-2017
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/national-standards-vaccine-storage-and-transportation-immunisation-providers-2017
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/national-standards-vaccine-storage-and-transportation-immunisation-providers-2017
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/national-standards-vaccine-storage-and-transportation-immunisation-providers-2017
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/national-standards-vaccine-storage-and-transportation-immunisation-providers-2017
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/immunisation-handbook-2020
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Reporting and monitoring 

8. Reporting and monitoring 

8.1 The Programme will monitor performance toward meeting the objectives. 

8.2 The Programme will monitor influenza vaccine uptake via NIS (including 

information provided from NIR).  

8.3 The Programme will monitor influenza vaccine use via NIS (including 

information provided from NIR). 

8.4 The Provider will use the NIR or NIS (or other electronic systems that direct 

information to the NIS such as a PMS which communicate with the NIR) to 

record and document influenza vaccinations administered at the site 

including off site vaccinations. 

Post Vaccination Reporting 

9. Post Vaccination monitoring 

9.1 A Provider will report to CARM (using the non-COVID-19 form) an adverse 

event following immunisation (AEFI) that occurs within the observation 

period. 

 

  

https://nzphvc.otago.ac.nz/report/
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