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INFORMATION ABOUT OUR USE OF COOKIES 

Cookies are small files of letters and numbers that we store on your computer or device if 

you agree, which contain information related to a website you visit.  Cookies may allow a 

website to “remember” your actions or preferences over a period of time, or they may 

contain data related to the function or delivery of the site. 

Cookies can be set by the owner of a website or in some cases by third party services the 

website owner allows to present other information, run content or provide other 

functionality such as analytics. 

 

We use cookies to distinguish you from other users of our website. This helps us to provide 

you with a good experience when you browse our website and also allows us to improve our 

site. 

TYPES OF COOKIES USED ON OUR WEBSITE 

We use Google Analytics cookies, which allow us to measure and learn in aggregate how our 

website is being used, and to see, for example, which are the most popular pages.  This will 

help us ensure we provide relevant information in an easily accessible format.  See Google 

Analytics 

(https://developers.google.com/analytics/devguides/collection/analyticsjs/cookie-usage) 

for more information. 

 

Cookies are generally divided into session cookies and persistent cookies. 

 

• Session cookies. These are temporary cookies that are not persistently stored on your 

computer or device.  They are used to deliver basic functions of a website while you are 

actively using it.  Session cookies are generally erased when you close your browser. 

 

• Persistent cookies.  These are cookies placed on your computer or device for a pre-

determined length of time when you visit this site.  This allows the site to deliver 

functions between browser sessions and subsequent visits.  This site only places 

cookies that are specific to this site. 

 

We use cookies for a number of reasons. 

 

• Essential cookies. These are cookies that are required for the operation of our website. 

• Analytical/performance cookies. These allow us to recognise and count the number of 

visitors and to see how visitors move around our website when they are using it. This 

helps us to improve the way our website works, for example, by ensuring that users are 

finding what they are looking for easily.  

You can find more information about the individual cookies we use and the purposes for 

which we use them in the table below.  
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GOOGLE ANALYTICS COOKIES USED ON THIS SITE 

Cookie Name Expiration Time Description 

_ga 2 years Used to distinguish users. 

_gid 24 hours Used to distinguish users. 

_gat 1 minute Used to throttle request rate. 

AMP_TOKEN 30 seconds to 1 year Contains a token that can be used to retrieve 

a Client ID from AMP Client ID service.  Other 

possible values indicate opt-out, inflight 

request or an error retrieving a Client ID 

from AMP Client ID service. 

_gac_<property-id> 90 days Contains campaign related information for 

the user. 

__utma 2 years Used to distinguish users and sessions. 

__utmt 10 minutes Used to throttle request rate. 

__utmb 30 minutes Used to determine new sessions/visits. 

__utmz 6 months Stores the traffic source or campaign that 

explains how the user reached the site. 

__utmv 2 years Used to store visitor-level custom variable 

data. 

 

You can block cookies by activating the setting on your browser that allows you to refuse the 

setting of all or some cookies.  If you use your browser settings to block all cookies 

(including essential cookies) you may not be able to access all or parts of our site. 


