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Rangers’ Report – January - February 2023

Rangers’ reports
Written by BHCT ranger Tom Flynn-Plummer:

Cyclone Gabrielle
The cyclone ripped right through the reserve leaving a big mess for us to deal with. The strong Southwest wind
knocked a lot of trees down across the reserve, but did the most damage on the Northern side. Whilst driving down
Ocean Beach Road, you will notice most of the hillside has turned brown. Many trees with track markers, traps and
toxin stations attached have come down making it very hard to service these toxin/trap lines. We are working hard to
clear our tracks so we can get back to the important mahi (predator control!).
The rain didn’t affect the North side of the reserve as much as the South. There are a lot of slips/landslides on the
Southern side of the reserve, some of which are enormous. It’s very humbling to see how much earth can be carved
out of a hillslide in one swoop. We will be re-routing tracks to avoid crossing slips.

Pest control
Uptake by rodents of pindone in our bait stations has been low over the months following last spring's 1080 operation.
Inside our intensive rodent control areas, where we are using ratabate (diphacinone) paste, uptake is higher. We have
begun switching pindone out for ratabate across the rest of the reserve to see what happens to our uptake.
The aftermath of the cyclone has meant a lot of time has been pulled from our pest control programme and put into
clearing our toxin/trap lines.

New BHCT ranger alert!
We are very happy to now have David on board as our new full time ranger. David has come from Nelson with a deep
appreciation for the NZ bush. He recently completed Northtec’s pest control course, so he’s entered his new position
with some great skills. He has now been with us for almost one month and has learnt his role very quickly. He is
becoming quite the insect expert and has a great eye for spotting little creatures. He had quite the induction to his role,
starting the day after Cyclone Gabrielle. He’s been a huge help with the reserve tidy up. Great to have you here,
David, keep up the awesome work.



Interesting finds
Below are two more images of the Auckland green gecko (Naultinus elegans) photographed by Ecologist Matt Turner
within the reserve. This species is one of four gecko species found in the reserve, but is the only green gecko species
(Naultinus) we have here. The Auckland green can be found in patches around the Northern half of the North Island.
They are an arboreal species that hunt for insects and feed on nectar. Green geckos are endemic pollinators.
I highly recommend clicking the following link to find out more:
https://www.reptiles.org.nz/herpetofauna/native/naultinus-elegans#:~:text=Being%20an%20arboreal%20species%2C
%20elegant,%2C%20scrubland%2C%20and%20mature%20forest.

Nursery update
Written by ranger Tom Grinsted:

At the nursery we have continued work towards the commitment made by BHCT to the Matariki Tu Rakau/Billion trees
programme.

We are planning to host a community planting day/or days in early August 2023. We plan to plant out as many
Mānuka as possible in the Home Bay area of Smugglers.

The Mānuka seedlings at the nursery are progressing nicely to meet the
deadline. Thanks to our dedicated nursery volunteers we have pricked out
over 5000 Mānuka.

Regarding infrastructure we have decided to invest (With the help of a
WWF grant) in upgrading the watering system at the shade house to
facilitate automated sprinklers. This work has already begun with a 50mm
alkathene pipe laid out between the primary water tanks and the
shadehouse. The larger diameter pipe will mean we have the water
pressure required to use sprinklers effectively.

Other things going on in relation to the nursery:

● An area of Home Bay has been sprayed with Glyphosate in
preparation for the proposed August planting day. Photo ------>

● Lil and Tom will be meeting soon to discuss the future nursery
education plan.

● Seed sourcing for Kānuka and Cabbage tree/tī kōuka has been
completed.

https://www.reptiles.org.nz/herpetofauna/native/naultinus-elegans#:~:text=Being%20an%20arboreal%20species%2C%20elegant,%2C%20scrubland%2C%20and%20mature%20forest.
https://www.reptiles.org.nz/herpetofauna/native/naultinus-elegans#:~:text=Being%20an%20arboreal%20species%2C%20elegant,%2C%20scrubland%2C%20and%20mature%20forest.


Weed of the Month - March
(the following is from the Weed Action Natural Habitat Restoration Trust website (http://weedaction.org.nz/weed-of-the-month/)

Woolly nightshade
Also known as:
Tobacco weed, kerosene plant, flannel-leaf, Solanum auriculatum

What does it look like?
A kerosene/capsicum-smelling shrub or small tree, growing up to
10m tall, with whitish, branching soft-woody stems. All parts covered
in dense felt-like hairs. The large velvety, oval leaves (10-35 x 3-15
cm), are grey-green on the upper surface, and white to yellowish
underneath with prominent ‘ears’ (25mm) at base which clasp the
stem. Produces dense clusters of mauve to purple flowers (15-20
mm diameter) with yellow anthers, followed by clusters of round
berries (1 cm diameter) that ripen from hard green to soft, dull yellow
and whitish, branching, soft-woody stems.

Why is it a problem?
Forms dense, often pure stands, crowding out other plants, and inhibiting or preventing the establishment of native
plant seedlings (it is allelopathic – meaning they produce toxins that poison the soil).
It grows and matures rapidly, producing many well-dispersed seeds most of the year. Berries are toxic and the
hairs/dust from the plant irritates skin, eyes, nose, throat. It tolerates wet to dry conditions, salt, all well-drained soils,
hot to cool temperatures, semi-shade, damage and grazing. It will invade heavily disturbed forest and light gaps,
shrublands, coastal and estuarine margins, and wetlands.

How much of it do we have on the Whangarei Heads Peninsula?
This weed is spreading fast. Long time residents know there was none here at all until the 1980s, when seeds came in
on machinery at Manganese point, and from there it has now spread all over the Heads, and its rate of increase is
increasingly rapid (weed invasion starts slow and then becomes exponential). However, it is still not YET a dominant
species in most of our natural areas, and by taking action to stop the spread we can make a huge difference.

How does it spread?
Birds, especially native pigeons, eat the large fruits and spread the seeds. It often grows and spreads along roadsides
and disturbed areas.

What can we do about it?
Lots! Woolly nightshade grows and matures very quickly but it is quite easy to kill. By tackling the outlying individuals
we can greatly reduce the rate of spread and the amount of seed entering the local environment.  Keeping forests
healthy and intact also reduces the spread as woolly nightshade invades more open and disturbed habitats. There is
also a biocontrol agent in development.

For advice on how to control visit this link:
https://weedaction.org.nz/woolly-nightshade-tobacco-weed/

https://weedaction.org.nz/woolly-nightshade-tobacco-weed/


Coming up in March/April:
Full reserve toxin switch… We will continue to update everyone with how our bait switch is going

Nursery shade house mahi… The team is working on a plan for the next phases in the nursery project and a
planting strategy. Updates will come in the following months.

More track cutting… We will be clearing tracks for the next few weeks following the cyclone's aftermath.

Big thanks to all the other groups we work with. We hope you all enjoy the coming summer holidays.
Mauri ora - Keep well!

Tom Flynn-Plummer (Head Ranger)
Mobile: 0278768833
Email: bhctrangers@gmail.com
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