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It’s pleasing to see that Bream 
Head moves from one milestone 
to another with increased 
bio-diversity, schools regularly 
visiting the Reserve and events 
such as ‘Wild Kiwi’ with over 700 
participants. 

It never ceases to amaze me 
the passion and commitment of 
fellow trustees and volunteers 
to support the very able rangers 
lead by Adam Willetts with Evan 
Davies and Bruce Cole-Baker. 
There are too many volunteers to 
name individually but I would like 
to thank Jane Barr for the many 
years of involvement she has had 
with the Trust. She is now making 
her presence felt in Tamaterau.

The Northland Island robin 
release was a very significant 
milestone. It could be described 
as a dream come true for many 
when reflecting back on the 
journey of the Trust over the 
years. The robins are doing well 
and are monitored on a regular 
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basis.  The collaborative effort 
with Whangarei Heads Land 
Care Forum and incredibly fit 
volunteers made it all possible. 
Next year we look forward to the 
reintroduction of the whitehead.  
Additionally, we now have the 
grey faced petrel coming back to 
nest on Bream Head along with 
the many bellbirds, kaka and not 
to mention the rare skink find 
-  all on our backdoor - Bream 
Head/Te Whara.

We are getting Ranger HQ 
together as finances enable 
us to fit out the two shipping 
containers with more amenities. It 
has made a difference to the Trust 
to have a place of assembly. The 
Trust Board Meetings are held in 
the Board Room of MAQ in Hunt 
Street and their contribution is 
very much appreciated.

 Our next challenge is to move 
towards making Bream Head a 
science hub in a collaborative 
role with universities and the 

Ministry for the Environment. 
This, we hope will provide an 
underpinning for “Predator Free 
NZ” We are undertaking intensive 
monitoring on Bream Head with 
the support of Northtec. You 
will see articles in this newsletter 
written by Dr. Dai Morgan from 
Northtec, on the kauri die back 
disease and Predator Free NZ.  

These are not easy times for 
relationships with funding 
stakeholders. DOC has undergone 
another restructuring and I 
sometimes wonder if they are the 
endangered species. Refining NZ 
has very limited funds to support 
conservation. We continue to 
be innovative to ensure our 
long term sustainability and as 
part of this we will look to our 
relationship with iwi and their 
treaty settlement process. We will 
keep an open minded approach 
to opportunities as they arise.  

I thank you all for your support, 
your enthusiasm and the 
conservation culture that is 
becoming very much part of 
Whangarei Heads.
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Two species of bird only recently 
returned to the Bream Head 
Scenic Reserve after predators 
drove them from it decades ago, 
are now back and establishing 
nests and producing chicks.

“A colony of self-reintroduced 
grey-faced petrels has been 
discovered in an area of the 
Reserve that has recently been 
targeted for an extensive pest 
eradication programme,” says 
Bream Head Conservation Trust 
chief ranger, Adam Willetts. 

“Six burrows were found in the 
same area last year, the first 
time the large grey sea birds, 
known to Maori as Oi, had 
established burrows naturally on 
the Northland mainland since 
introduced animal pests and 
humans wiped them out decades 

ago. Unfortunately no chicks 
hatched due to predation by a 
small number of remaining rats or 
stoats.” 

Fast forward a year’s worth of 
intensive trapping by the Trust 
and the situation is looking very 
different. Adam says he was out 
checking last year’s burrows for 
any sign they might be occupied 
when he found three further 
burrow sites nearby that were not 
there a month earlier.

“The strong sea bird smell and 
abundant faecal matter indicated 
they were being used, and there 
appeared to be over 20 burrows 
in the colony,” he says. “After a 
little quiet fist pumping I marked 
the burrow sites and returned 
with the Trust’s ecologist, Ben 
Barr, to use a burrow scope 

to check the contents of each 
burrow. Amazingly, there were 
at least nine live chicks in the 15 
nests we could locate and access, 
which means our work to rid the 
area of predators had paid off.”

The second discovery is equally as 
exciting and involves North Island 
robins, or toutouwai.  

“We were very excited to find a 
nest with a female robin sitting 
on a brood of small chicks,” Adam 
says. 

The toutouwai were the first part 
of a translocation programme 
which will also see whitehead 
introduced in 2017. For more 
details on the North Island robin 
translocation see the article on 
the back of this newsletter.

Grey Faced Petrel Chick
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In late July 2016 the National 
government announced a bold 
plan to make New Zealand 
predator free by the year 2050.
The argument for doing this is 
clear: introduced pests continue 
to threaten many taxa in New 
Zealand, they cost our New 
Zealand economy approximately 
$3.3 billion each year, and up to 
$80 million each year is spent 
controlling them. National is 
investing $28 million over a four 
year period to ensure this goal is 
realised; although, it is hoping to 
attract the support of the private 
sector and communities  to help 
them. 

The Trust is pleased to 
announce our website upgrade
www.breamheadtrust.nz

Its Features Include:

  The ability to react to the size 
of the device on which you are 
looking at it 
  The ability to download 
educational resources 
  The ability to download flora 
and fauna identification sheets
  The facility to join you up to 
become a Friend
  The facility to take donations 
online
  The facility to allow you to 
purchase our merchandise and 
pay online

The website will be updated 
regularly to keep you informed of 
all Trust activities and outcomes.
Thank you to Pub Charities Ltd for 
your support with this upgrade.

Kauri dieback is a disease 
caused by the water mould, 
Phytophthoras agathidicida, 
that specifically affects kauri 
trees. 
The way the disease affects 
kauri is by microscopic spores 
entering the soil and being 
taken up by the roots. This then 
damages the tissues which 
transport nutrients and water to 
the tree. Unfortunately, nearly all 
infected kauri will die from this 
disease and there is currently no 
known treatment. 

Despite the high volume of 
visitors, it is currently thought 
that this disease is not present 
on the maunga, and the Bream 
Head Conservation Trust is 
committed to making sure that 
this continues.

Reducing The 
Risk of Kauri 
Dieback  
At Bream Head Scenic 
Reserve
Contributed by Dr Dai Morgan

We have outlined several ways in 
which the risk can be minimised. 

Hopefully these simple 
preventative measures will ensure 
that the maunga is free from this 
threat for many years to come. 
The Bream Head Conservation 
Trust rangers are currently 
undergoing training on managing 
kauri dieback, so if you have any 
queries about the disease, please 
do not hesitate to ask us about it.

To Help Prevent Kauri 
Dieback: 
Please clean your footwear 
before entering the Reserve, as 
the main vector for spreading the 
disease is through soil movement. 
There are cleaning stations at 
the entrances to the maunga, 
however, it would be best if you 
clean your boots before leaving 
home. Please use the disinfectant 
spray at the cleaning stations too. 

The Bream Head Conservation 
Trust is re routing any tracks 
that take people close to kauri, 
in an attempt to isolate these 
trees and maintain the Reserve’s 
current disease free status.

Please keep to the designated 
tracks. Not only will this keep 
you safer on the maunga, it 
reduces the chance of soil 
transfer to kauri trees. 

If you do come across a kauri, 
please keep off its root system. 
As the disease is spread through 
soil movement, it is critical that 
people avoid contact with the 
tree roots.

In the near future, an entity called 
‘Predator Free New Zealand Ltd’ 
will be established to oversee 
the development of a strategic 
plan to realise this ambitious 
goal. By 2025 it is hoped 
that New Zealand will have 1 
million hectares of land where 
introduced pests are removed, 
show that large areas (>20,000 
ha) can be pest free without the 
use of predator-proof fences, and 
have developed new technology 
to increase the efficacy of pest 
control. Accordingly, Predator 
Free New Zealand Ltd will be 
looking to invest in key projects 
across the country.

Trust Aims At Becoming “Living Lab”  
Predator Free New Zealand
Contributed by Dr Dai Morgan

This is where the Bream Head 
Conservation Trust enters 
the picture as we have been 
extremely proactive in realising 
the aims of the predator-free New 
Zealand concept. In addition to 
the extensive pest control work 
that has been done over the last 
14 years , we also recognise that 
advances in technology are critical 
to maintaining pests at very low 
numbers and reducing the costs 
of doing this. Therefore, the 
Bream Head Conservation Trust 
submitted a significant bid to 
the Ministry for the Environment, 
and if successful, the Reserve will 
be used as a ‘living laboratory’ 
for the development of new 
technology. 

Bream Head is an ideal place for 
such a project.  The infrastructure 
is already in place, we have a 
proven track record of good 
conservation management, and 
we have a driven and passionate 
community who support the 
project. We have also embraced 

new technology as trials of self-
setting traps and automated pest 
tracking devices are underway or 
planned. 

It is an interesting time for 
conservation management in 
New Zealand. The Bream Head 
Conservation Trust fully support 
the aspirational goals of realising 
a predator free New Zealand and 
is looking forward to hearing 
more about how this concept 
develops over the coming 
months.

Website 
Upgrade!

breamheadtrust.nz

North Island Robin Nesting



Bream Head Scenic Reserve was 
the location for the inaugural 
Wild Kiwi multi-sports event in 
April 2016. 

Hundreds of sports’ enthusiasts 
walked, ran, cycled and kayaked, 
turning our nature reserve into a 
magnificent outdoor playground.

Wild Kiwi will be back in 2017 
with our full support.

Wild Kiwi Offer
We have partnered with event 
organisers, Total Sport, to offer 
discounted Wild Kiwi entry to 
Trust friends and supporters.

The first 20 people to become 
Friends of Bream Head 
Conservation Trust with a $100 
donation get free entry into Wild 
Kiwi 2017 (very limited numbers, 
so be quick!)

The Busby Trappers 
On the second Sunday of 
each month at 9.00am in 
the Urquhart Bay car park, 
volunteers meet to continue 
restoration work at the 
Bream Head Scenic Reserve 
by aiming to control animal 
pests to low levels in the 
area around Busby Head.  
Busby Head is within easy 
reach of most fitness levels.
Contact 
Geoff Pike 434 0038

You Can Help ... 

Get Involved 
Donations of all kinds make 
a huge contribution to the 
effective work of the Bream 
Head Conservation Trust.  
There are many ways to be 
involved and contribute:
Time/money/skills
See our website for more 
details: 
www.breamheadtrust.nz

Jane Barr has for many years very 
enthusiastically and efficiently 
been the Friends of Bream Head 
Conservation Trust secretary, 
taking over this role from David 
Monro.   This role is a vital 
component of the Trust; the 
annual donations from Friends 
give important support to the 
Trust to achieve its aims and the 
connection through Friends gives 
the opportunity to keep people 
who have an interest in the Bream 

If you want to do the talking 
while you’re walking or driving 
and spread the word, please 
purchase one of our stunning 
t-shirts or bumper stickers. All 
profits help us to continue our 
ecological restoration work in the 
Reserve. All designs are by local 
artist, Helen Beran.

The Bream Head 
Predator Control 
Volunteers 
This group work as individuals 
under the same health and 
safety protocols as the 
rangers, mainly on the north 
side of the Reserve.  Mel and 
Adam make up a monthly 
schedule to ensure that 
between these guys and the 
rangers all areas are covered.  

Phone 
Mel Arseneault  434 0655 
Adam Willetts 021 155 7380

The Smuggler’s 
Track Maintenance 
Group
On the second Thursday of 
the month this group meets 
at the Urquhart Bay car park.  
They grub thistles, attack 
gorse, clear small slips, clean 
drains and generally keep the 
tracks in good condition.  It is 
a happy, social few hours on 
one of the prettiest tracks in 
the country.
Phone Colin Edwards,      
436 3561, or just turn up 
with your spade.

Bream Head 
Bird Monitoring 
Volunteers 
This newly formed group 
are working under the 
guidance of Mike Butcher 
and have reinstated the five 
minute bird call count.  They 
have also installed acoustic 
monitoring devices to record 
data and analyse it.  If this 
sounds like you, give Mike a 
call on 021 087 00799

Sign Up  
Sign up on our website 
and receive monthly 
Rangers Reports and 
our annual newsletter.

Head area informed of what 
is happening there.  Jane took 
every opportunity to publicise 
the work of the Trust; she was 
always there at every event, with 
a smile and brochures in hand, 
and new Friends were engaged.  
Jane is also a stalwart of the 
annual public planting days and 
the Smugglers Track Maintenance 
Group.  We are indebted to you, 
Jane, and we wholeheartedly 
thank you for your work as the 
Friends Secretary and for your 
continued support as a Friend.

Profile : 
Friends Secretary 
Jane Barr 
Contributed by Wendy Holland

Wild Kiwi 
Multi-Sports 
Event

Subsequent Friends of Bream 
Head Conservation Trust with 
$100.00 donations get 50% 
discount on entry into Wild Kiwi 
2017.

Supporters who donate at 
least $50.00 to Bream Head 
Conservation Trust are entitled to 
25% discount at Wild Kiwi 2017.

But wait, there’s more! 
Make any of these donations 
to qualify for the Bream Head 
Combo Offer – a half price Bream 
Head Conservation Trust t-shirt at 
only $20.00.

Visit the Wild Kiwi website for 
more details of the event.

Merchandise
T-Shirts, Bumper Stickers
Prints of Bream Head

See our website for details:

www.breamheadtrust.nz

You can also buy prints of Bream 
Head by May Zing Media with 
20% of the sale price going to 
Bream Head Conservation Trust. 
Visit May Zing Media’s facebook 
page and mention this newsletter.

breamheadtrust.nz



People using Whangarei’s Bream 
Head Scenic Reserve now have 
the chance to spot rare North 
Island robins (Toutouwai) and 
then report any sightings to a 
dedicated Facebook page. Forty 
robins were released in the 
Reserve in recent weeks as part 
of a long-standing programme to 
return the Reserve to its natural, 
pre-colonisation state. Chair of 
the Bream Head Conservation 
Trust, Greg Innes, told more than 
50 eager locals waiting to witness 
the latest release of 10 robins on 
14 May, that this was a turning 
point.

“This is more than just the release 
of North Island robins,” Greg 
said. “We can now say that this 
is who we are as a community, 
this is our sustainability and this 
is what we have created for our 
grandchildren.”

The robins are the first part of a 
translocation programme that has 
been many years in the making. 
Extensive predator control and 
habitat restoration was required 
before the Trust could achieve 
its aim of returning the dawn 
chorus to Bream Head. Some 
species, such as the kaka, have 

self-relocated from offshore 
islands now that predators have 
been reduced to low numbers. 
However, the reintroduction of 
the robins, and the whiteheads 
expected to be translocated in 
2017, has been a well-planned 
exercise.

Bream Head ranger, Adam 
Willetts explains the extensive 
preparation necessary to bring 
the robins to Bream Head began 
with creating an environment 
that would not only support the 
Toutouwai, but help them to 
thrive.

“We then had to secure funding, 
write and present a translocation 
plan and seek Department of 
Conservation permission for the 
translocation,” Adam said. “The 
first batch of 10 male and 10 
female robins released into the 
Reserve on 8 April came from 
the Pureora Forest and required 
a number of pre-feeding visits 
to accustom them to us before 
travelling to Bream Head. 

The 20 robins we released this 
month came from Tiritiri Matangi 
Island in the Hauraki Gulf 
where they were also pre-fed to 
create an association between 
humans and food, making it 
easier to monitor their post 
release survival and breeding. 
They were weighed, sexed and 
banded before being placed into 
individual boxes and being driven 
in the cool of night to the Bream 
Head Scenic Reserve for release.”

The Bream Head Conservation 
Trust now wants people using the 
Reserve, as well as Whangarei 
Heads residents, to help keep 
track of the birds.

Walkers Asked To Report 
Bream Head Robin Sightings  
Contributed by Sue Halliwell

“Anyone who is in the Bream 
Head Scenic Reserve or its 
surrounds can post reports of 
sightings or the individual band 
combination of any robin they see 
on our dedicated Facebook page, 
‘Bream Head Robin Monitoring’,” 
Adam says. “The bands are found 
on the robins’ legs and we would 
appreciate details of the colour 
combinations, but if all they can 
get is a sighting, they can tell us 
the approximate area in which 
they saw the bird, and we’ll check 
it out.” 

Likewise, people hoping to 
catch a glimpse of one of these 
endearing birds can go to the 
‘Bream Head Robin Monitoring’ 
Facebook page to see where they 
have been seen recently.  

Adult North Island robins are 
slightly larger than a house 
sparrow. They have long, thin 
legs and are a dark slate-grey 
in colour with a pale grey-white 
lower breast and belly. Exact 
colouration depends on age and 
sex, with males older than three 
years of age being almost black 
over the upper parts, and females 
and most males less than two 
years old being mainly pale to 
dark grey above.

“Toutouwai often come within a 
couple of metres of people, so 
they are generally easy to see if 
they are around,” Adam says. “We 
encourage people to enjoy the 
unique experience of watching 
these rare birds in the wild, and 
then to get to Bream Head Robin 
Monitoring as soon as they can 
to tell us about it and let us know 
how the bird they saw is doing.”

Let Us Know! 

Robin 
Monitoring 
If you see any North Island 
robins in the Reserve we would 
appreciate it if you could let 
us know, via our dedicated 
facebook page: Bream Head 
Robin Monitoring.
If you get close enough 
please take a note of the band 
colours on their legs.  Read 
the bands on the bird’s left leg 
first, top to bottom, then the 
right leg, top to bottom.  
For example a bird with red 
and black on the left leg and 
blue and white on the right 
would be recorded as: RKBW 
(note - r for red, b for blue, 
k for black, w for white, y for 
yellow, m for metal).
If you can’t record the bands 
please just let us know where 
you saw them – thanks!

breamheadtrust.nz

Thank You To 
Our Sponsors!

Thank you for the photos in this newsletter courtesy of David Munro, Department of Conservation 
and NZ Plant Conservation Network. Thank you also to Dan May of May Zing Media for permission 
to use his photographs as the banner images on our new website.

Bream Head Conservation Trust 
P O Box 855, Whangarei
Email: info@breamheadtrust.nz
www.breamheadtrust.nz

Working in partnership with 
iwi, the community, the 
Department of Conservation, 
the Northland Regional 
Council and Whangarei District 
Council. 


