
the ASB Trust, now Foundation North, 
have given us security for the next 
three years.  Refining NZ has been a 
reliable partner and we look forward 
to consolidating that partnership.  But 
our finances are always insufficient 
to invest in as much protection on 
Bream Head and give support to 
other groups up the peninsular as we 
would wish.  Please help in any way 
you can.
We have developed a follow-on, 5 
year operational plan to protect the 
ecological gains already made.  The 
plan has aspirational goals such as 
more translocations of lost birds, a 
determined war on weeds, creation of 
environmental education facilities for 
NCEA teaching and for establishing 
a close relationship with AUT for 
teaching and research in a living 
laboratory.  Planning for all of these 
is well advanced and will move as 
funding permits.
Finally we are honoured to have 
restored the mana of the leadership 
of the Trust, suspended when our 
previous Patron, Sir Paul Reeves 
passed away in 2011.  In October 
we appointed and inducted Mr John 
Maasland as Patron.  John is currently 
Chancellor of AUT and has strong 
connections in New Zealand business.  
We must retain associations with 
our statutory regulators but with 
leadership from the Patron, we aim to 
partner with businesses that have a 
stake in protecting the qualities of our 
spectacular environment.

breamheadtrust.nzThank you for the photos in this newsletter courtesy of David Munro, New Zealand Birds Online 
- nzbirdsonline.org.nz, Department of Conservation and NZ Plant Conservation Network.
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What a year! So many great 
moments.  Huge effort and long 
hours were put in by Volunteers, 
Trustees, Rangers and Friends.  We 
got a stronger financial platform in 
place.  We wound up a 5 year cycle of 
work and brought back lost birdsong 
with a karakia.  We have put in place 
an achievable plan for the next five 
years.  The Trust is in good shape to 
go forward and the Reserve remains 
in the safe hands of its community.  
Yes, there were disappointments, but 
we are stronger for them.
These are the high points. 
Five or six years back we wanted the 
Trust to make a difference to Bream 
Head; not just to conserve the status 
quo.  That was DOC’s responsibility.  
We decided that the Trust would 
restore it to the condition of an earlier 
time.  Yes; we wanted to protect our 
bush and kiwi from predators.  But 
we wanted more – to see the colours, 
hear the birdsong, smell the leaves 
and breathe the experience of a 
healthy natural wilderness.  And keep 
it that way for our mokopuna.  Our 
tangata whenua partners taught us a 
principle of matauranga maori - that 
everything is connected to everything 
else.
The Trust committed itself, to restore 
the entire natural bio-diversity on 
the Reserve and to make it into a 
predator free sanctuary protected on 
three sides by water and on the land 
corridor by a fenceless control zone.  
We are not quite there yet but those 
of you who live on the Whangarei 

Message From The Chair 
Greg Innes - Chair BHCT, Councillor Whangarei Heads WDC

breamheadtrust.nz

Heads peninsular and visit the 
Reserve know it is different these days 
- and that difference is being spread 
by nature beyond the boundaries of 
the Reserve and up the peninsular.  
We concentrated on exterminating 
predators over the last five years 
and when the surviving populations 
were close to zero we went through 
the lengthy and delicate process of 
reintroducing the North Island robin 
toutouwai and whitehead popokatea 
(native canary).  They are back and 
breeding but still vulnerable.  We 
have to continue to use every weapon 
in the pesticide armoury to keep the 
threats to our birds as low as possible.
The ecology of the Whangarei Heads 
Peninsula has a strong connection 
with the protected islands in Bream 
Bay.  The rugged geology attracts 
natural migration of birds from the 
islands. There are kaka, bellbirds, and 
kakariki now on Bream Head and 
throughout Whangarei Heads. We are 
increasing the protection of the grey-
faced petrel which are starting to 
roost on Bream Head again.  We lost 
all the chicks to predators two years 
in a row (that is just how vulnerable 
they are).  But, so far this year, the 
chicks are surviving, and our aim is 
to have colonies of petrel and also 
gannets back in numbers on Bream 
Head in future years.
Although our friends and volunteers 
do much of the hard work up on the 
mountain, we need money (about 
$160k annually) for contract rangers, 
services and supplies.  Our friends in 
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Planting Day With BHCT Solutions

To help stop the spread of Myrtle 
Rust, our restoration team decided 
not to take our 3000 native seedlings 
consisting of manuka, kanuka and 
flax from our volunteer nursery in 
Kerikeri to plant at Bream Head. 
Instead a solution was developed for 
this season where we utilised existing 
manuka brush cut from Busby Head 

to lay over cleared holes cut through 
sprayed kikuyu at our planting site 
at Home Bay. Approximately 25 
cheerful, kind volunteers turned up 
and got stuck into the task of pushing 
the seed laden brush samples into 
the dead kikuyu over exposed soil. 
The aim is for the seed to fall and 
germinate in the soil. The team 

Since myrtle rust was first discovered 
in mainland New Zealand in May 2017, 
the Ministry for Primary Industries 
(MPI) has been working with the 
Department of Conservation (DOC) to 
protect our threatened native species. 
These include some of our most iconic 
indigenous plants - pohutukawa, rata, 
manuka, kanuka, and ramarama, as 
well as exotic myrtles like guava and 
eucalypts. 
The focus has been on locating myrtle 
rust infections, trying to contain them, 

Myrtle Rust 
Threat Increases 
With Arrival Of 
Spring Weather  

and determining how the threat 
should be managed in the future.  
DOC have been supporting the MPI-
led surveillance activities, as well as 
focusing on public conservation land 
in high risk areas, mainly in the North 
Island and upper South Island. 
While myrtle rust has been found 
in 121 sites - in Northland, Waikato, 
Bay of Plenty and Taranaki, no myrtle 
rust has been detected on public 
conservation land (as at 19 Sept).
“Together with MPI, who are leading 
the response, around 350 DOC staff 
have contributed to New Zealand’s 
biggest ever biosecurity incursion 
response,” says Sue Reed-Thomas, 
Director, Operations, Northern North 
Island. 
“Along with the surveillance work, 
we’ve also been working with local 
iwi to secure the long-term future of 
some taonga species. So far, about 
350 packages of myrtaceae seed have 
been sent to the seed bank.

“While we can be justly proud of our 
response, the potential impact of 
myrtle rust remains high,” says Sue. 
Myrtle rust spores are microscopic 
and can easily spread across large 
distances by wind, or via insects, 
birds, people, or machinery. Evidence 
suggests the fungus arrived in New 
Zealand, carried by strong winds from 
Australia where it is well established 
all down the eastern coast.  Myrtle 
Rust is also widespread on Raoul 
Island. 
“With the arrival of warm spring 
weather, myrtle rust is likely to bloom.  
We’ll be extending our surveillance 
activities, but we also need the 
public’s help to look out for myrtle 
rust and tell us about it they see signs 
of it. This will help us build a picture 
of its distribution and enable us to 
best plan for how we manage it in 
future,” says Sue.  
“Look out for bright yellow powdery 
eruptions on plants, likely to be 
located on the soft, new growth.”
“Knowing where the disease is and 
treating it gives us the best chance 
of protecting some of our treasured 
plants into the future,” says Sue.

Find out more about the 
myrtle rust threat, what to 
look for and how to respond  
at www.doc.govt.nz

If you believe you’ve 
seen Myrtle Rust: 

  don’t touch it 
  take photos if possible
  note the location and
  contact the hotline on 
0800 80 99 66

After five years of hard slog and 
dedicated service to the Bream Head 
Conservation Trust and the project, 
ranger Evan Davies has decided to 
leave the Trust to go work for DOC. 
Evan started contracting to the Trust 
in 2012 and worked initially with Pete 
Mitchell, then from 2014 with Adam 
Willetts, to establish the intensive 
predator control network over the 
entire 800ha reserve. The early days 
were full of very heavy loads of toxin/
bait to get the reserve back under 
good control, hauling in lots of traps 
and other vital equipment as well as 
mapping the infrastructure network 
and keeping an eye out for pests 
entering the reserve. Evan has put a 
lot of himself into Bream Head, he 
now owns property and lives close to 
the reserve and can be very proud of 
how far the restoration of the reserve 
has come.  It is now considered one 
of New Zealand’s most successful 
mainland restoration sites without 
a predator proof fence. Evan will be 
working in the marine division for 
DOC Whangarei and in compliance 
as well, so we will still get to see him 
in this new role and of course, doing 
what he likes best - being out (and in) 
the water chasing fish, scallops and 
crays.
Thank you Evan, for all your hard 
work, you’ve definitely put in some 
very hard hours over the years - the 
flora and fauna and community in 
and around Bream Head/Te Whara 
are forever grateful. Good luck in your 
new endeavours. Kia kaha, kia toa, kia 
manawanui!!

successfully laid brush over 2000 
holes within the normal timeframe.  
We will watch it with interest.

Farewell to 
Evan Davies 

the southern side of Bream Head/
Te Whara, enjoyed a moving powhiri 
(welcome) by local iwi representative 
Kim Tito and planted a puriri tree 
next to the trees of former BHCT 
patrons Sir Edmund Hillary and Sir 
Paul Reeves. Mr Maasland was born 
in the Waikato and gained a BA in 
law and then an MA in law from the 
University of Cambridge, UK. Trained 
as a lawyer, John Maasland has a 
distinguished career in business 
including being a former Chairman 
of Airways Corporation of NZ, Carter 
Holt Harvey, Auckland International 

The Trust had the very great honour 
recently of welcoming our new 
patron, Mr John Maasland. John 
spent two days in Whangarei in 
October to be officially inducted as 
the third patron for the Trust at a 
special board meeting.  He spoke at a 
Northland business event promoting 
the opportunities of a green 
economy, cruised by boat around 

John Maasland - Our New Patron 
Photo: Greg Innes and John Maasland.

Airport, Hellaby Holdings, the South 
Auckland Health Foundation, The 
Royal New Zealand Ballet and was 
20 years with Wilson Horton and its 
successor company APN, in CEO, 
Chairman and Director positions.
He is currently Chancellor of AUT, 
a director of Waterman Capital and 
Chairman of their No3 Investment 
Fund.  He is also Chairman of the 
Pacific Oceans Initiative and other 
fund raising trusts.
The Trust looks forward to a bright 
and successful future with John.

breamheadtrust.nz Bream Head Conservation Trust, P O Box 855, Whangarei
Email: info@breamheadtrust.nz

You are invited to join us at a public meeting to be held at 7.30, on Wednesday 
21st February 2018 in the McLeod Bay Hall.  We will be introducing our new 
draft five year plan.  ALL WELCOME.

An Invitation : Public Meeting on Wednesday 21st February

Thank You To 
Our Sponsors!

Bream Head 
Conservation Trust 
P O Box 855, Whangarei
Email: info@breamheadtrust.nz
www.breamheadtrust.nz

Working in partnership with 
iwi, the community, the 
Department of Conservation, 
the Northland Regional 
Council and Whangarei 
District Council. 



Wild Kiwi was back at Bream Head 
Scenic Reserve in 2017!
Hundreds of sports’ enthusiasts 
walked, ran, cycled and kayaked, 
turning our nature reserve into a 
magnificent outdoor playground.
Our very own ranger Bruce Cole-
Baker has now won this event 
twice!!

Wild Kiwi Offer 2018
We have partnered with event 
organisers, Total Sport, to offer 
discounted Wild Kiwi entry to Trust 
friends and supporters.
Free & Discounted Entry!
The first 20 people to become 
Friends of Bream Head 
Conservation Trust with a $100 
donation get free entry into Wild 
Kiwi 2018 (very limited numbers, 
so be quick!)
Subsequent Friends of Bream 
Head Conservation Trust with 
$100.00 donations get 50% 
discount on entry into Wild Kiwi 
2018.
Supporters who donate at 
least $50.00 to Bream Head 
Conservation Trust are entitled to 
25% discount at Wild Kiwi 2018.
But wait, there’s more! 
Make any of these donations to 
qualify for the Bream Head Combo 
Offer – a half price Bream Head 
Conservation Trust t-shirt at only 
$20.00.
Visit the Wild Kiwi website for 
more details of the event.

The Busby Trappers 
On the second Sunday 
of each month at 9.00am 
in the Urquhart Bay car 
park, volunteers meet to 
continue restoration work 
at the Bream Head Scenic 
Reserve by aiming to control 
pests and weeds in the area 
around Busby Head. Busby 
Head is within easy reach 
of most fitness levels and a 
great opportunity to learn 
more about the reserve and 
the work we are doing. 

You Can Help ... 

Get Involved
Volunteers are at the heart 
and soul of all our work. 
If you would like to join a 
diverse and interesting group 
of people doing important 
and rewarding work please 
contact Melissa Arseneault 
our Volunteer Coordinator 
on 434 0655 or email 
grassroots63@outlook.com

 

Kim Tito 
Tangi te titi, tangi te kaka, ka tangi au 
(like the cry/song of the muttonbird, 
and the kaka - listen to me cry/sing).
Ko tenei he mihi nui ki aku hoa, ko 
Kim Tito (this is my greeting/thank 
you to my friend Kim Tito).
I want to acknowledge the unique 
contribution made by Kim Tito to the 
BHCT as a trustee over the last 10 or 
so years. 
Kim and I are childhood friends 
going back to when we were 6 yrs 
old. He would come out to Oceans to 
stay with us in the old caravan on the 
site where we live now. I’m convinced 
that the joy we experienced then led 
to his decision to return here to live 
and raise his family and why this area 
has deep meaning for him. 
Kim’s involvement began in the 
millennium year when Doc organised 
its very first kiwi release of 4 birds 
into Bream Head. 
It started off innocently enough 
with quite a crowd at Patel’s farm 
but ended with us all being roundly 
criticised by one out spoken member 
of a local Iwi for colonisation and the 
loss of species and habitat. A bit of 
a wake up call for Kim as well as the 
rest of us. 
Since then he has guided us on all 
of our engagements with Maori, and 
we now enjoy respectful relationships 
with all local Iwi. 
Thank you Kim. 
Kim, e hoa - Kia kaha, kia toa, kia 
manawanui! (Kim my friend - be 
strong, be steadfast, be willing).
Contributed by Geoff Pike

If you want to do the talking 
while you’re walking or driving 
and spread the word, please 
purchase one of our stunning 
t-shirts or bumper stickers. All 
profits help us to continue our 
ecological restoration work in 
the Reserve. All designs are 
by local artist, Helen Beran. 
See our website for details: 
breamheadtrust.nz 

The Smuggler’s 
Track Maintenance 
Group
Working to eliminate weeds 
and keep the track in good 
condition is the focus of 
this committed group of 
volunteers who head out 
into the reserve the second 
Thursday of the month from 
9am – 12pm.  Coordinator 
Colin Edwards ensures it is 
also a happy, social morning 
while getting the job done. 

Bream Head 
Bird Monitoring 
Volunteers 
A monitoring programme 
has been established in the 
reserve to identify long-term 
trends in the abundance 
of birds, monitor changes 
in bird populations and 
progress in ecological 
restoration and translocation 
projects. Small groups of 
monitors head out early 
morning on designated 
tracks for approximately 3 
to 5 hours, four times a year.  
Interested in ornithology and 
have good hearing, listening 
skills and level of fitness let 
us know!

Be a Friend
If you make a regular $10 
monthly donation you 
become a Friend of Bream 
Head Conservation Trust. 
See our website for more 
details: breamheadtrust.nz

WILD KIWI
Multi-Sports Event

Gift ideas!

breamheadtrust.nzbreamheadtrust.nz

Don Hewitt 
In 2002 when the Bream Head 
Conservation Trust was formed 
Don was elected its first Chair. As a 
well- known local accountant, he was 
deemed to have the right skills to set 
this body on the right path, and this 
proved to be correct.
With a constitution to draw up and 
future direction to be formulated this 
could have been a daunting task, but 
with Don’s leadership these were soon 
accomplished and this body started 
to work with the Department of 
Conservation to plan the community 
involvement in the restoration of the 
Bream Head Reserve.
Don stayed in the position of Chair 
through those early years when the 
Trust researched and researched and 
researched the possibility of erecting 
some eight kms of predator control 
fencing.  This was at a time when 
“mainland islands” were being formed 
with this type of fencing.  But at a cost 
of millions the Trust decided such a 
fund raising was a mammoth task and 
beyond its capabilities, so Don led the 
way to find alternatives. The success 
of the Trust to date, is testimony, to 
those well planned early years of the 
Trustees and their Chair.
August 2017 Don has retired after 
fifteen years of contributing to this 
superb vision and his fellow Trustees 
and the community applaud Don for 
his generosity – thank you Don.
Contributed by R. Lieffering

In July the Trust started an operation 
to hand deliver 1080 toxin into bait 
stations, in order to remove trap shy 
stoats, and any rodents who may have 
become shy to Pindone - our usual 
anticoagulant toxin.   
Key stakeholder groups and boundary 
owners were notified before the 
delivery of the toxin, signs were 
erected at the key reserve entry points 
and then the huge logistical work 
began. 
Some volunteers came from as far 
away as Kerikeri and Russell (John 
Dawn and Eion Harwood) to help 
out. Others from in and around 
Whangarei, Whangarei Heads locals 
and of course all our own special 
BHCT volunteers came out several 
times to do the hard yards.  We also 
acknowledge the support we received 
from the Department of Conservation 
and its local staff, Nigel Miller, Lesley 
Judd and Rolf Fuchs for providing 
lots of support, staff and equipment 

In a moving community event held 
in May, 100 whitehead/popokatea 
were returned to the Bream Head 
Scenic Reserve, after not being 
present in the area for over 140 years.
These small, gregarious, white and 
brown birds are often heard before 
they are seen. Also known as bush 
canaries, they live in noisy, chatty 
groups that fill the forest with a 
tuneful cacophony of sound.
“Releasing these sociable songbirds 
onto the Reserve has been in the 
planning for several years and 
comprises the final component of the 
Trust’s first five-year restoration plan,” 

The Grey Faced Petrels Are Back!

at the burrow sites. All burrows were 
sign posted, GPS’d and safety ropes 
installed (it’s very steep, cliff face 
country out there).  The sites were 
re-visited every two weeks to replace 
the SD cards from the trail cameras, 
refresh the bait in the traps and 
tracking tunnels…

Fast forward to November
With the absence of predators all is 
well at the grey faced petrel sites – 
the cameras are now directed at the 
burrows and show healthy, happy 
active chicks!

More fantastic breaking news
Congratulations – we are parents 
again. Kevin Parker (our translocation 
consultant) has found the first 
popokatea/whitehead chicks bred in 
a nest on Bream Head.  It’s 140 years 
since the last time this happened – 
but it’s been worth the wait!

Whitehead/
Popokatea
Release

says Bream Head Conservation Trust 
Chairman, Greg Innes.
The birds were captured on 
Tiritiri Matangi Island during the 
preceding week with the help of our 
translocation expert Kevin Parker, our 
rangers Adam and Evan, and other 
volunteers.  They were transported by 
ferry to Gulf Harbour where they were 
blessed by Ngati Manuhiri kaumatua 
Fiona MacKenzie. Then they were 
safely stowed in a van for the three 
hour journey to Bream Head.
A large crowd had gathered at the 
BHCT operational facility at the start 
of the Peach Cove track on a stunning 
Saturday afternoon. Great speeches 
were made before the birds arrived 

and a moving karakia by Ngatiwai 
kaumatua Te Warihi Hetaraka set 
the scene as special volunteers, local 
school children and other VIPs carried 
the boxes of birds up to the release 
site that had a great view of the 
reserve, Mt Manaia and back up the 
Whangarei harbour. 
Groups of two or three boxes, each 
containing five birds, were opened at 
a time, closely watched by spectators 
and media alike – all hoping to 
catch a glimpse of these birds, few 
people had seen before.  Everyone 
was treated to a great spectacle as 
the very chatty birds flew out and 
landed on nearby branches waiting 
for their friends to catch up before 
disappearing up into the reserve. 
The smiles, the high fives and the 
happy conversations from all those 
present said it all, all the hard work 
had paid off and we now have a 
resident population of whitehead/
popokatea to call our own.

- these guys are obviously very keen 
to do as much as they can to work 
with local groups and get the big jobs 
done.  
By the end of July the operation 
had required 147 people, 735 hours, 
500kg of nontoxic pre-feed and 
225kg of 1080 pellets. The pre-feed 
was delivered loose into the bait 
stations, whilst the 1080 was sealed in 
plastic bags then placed into the bait 
stations to preserve the toxin in its 
best possible condition for a longer 
period. Just like with our Pindone, the 
1080 could easily be smelt by rodents 
even inside the thin freezer bags.  
The benefits that come from joint 
operations between community 
groups and DOC are that we can 
more easily learn from each other’s 
results to develop techniques as well 
as utilise our combined resources 
to far greater effect. An example of 
this was the very kind support from 
Martin Hunt to plan our strategy. His 

fantastic organisational skills and his 
excellent data collection meant we 
saved time and reduced unnecessary 
purchase of pre-feed and 1080 – 
better resource sustainability, less 
waste and better effectiveness.  
So, we now look forward to 
monitoring the effectiveness of the 
operation on our endemic species, 
such as the grey faced petrels, 
to determine its level of success             
in the future.

With the expert advice and 
assistance of local Ocean Beach 
resident, NZ seabird expert and BHCT 
volunteer Cathy Mitchell, we were 
able to survey the three known grey 
faced petrel (GFP) sites and found 
10 adult birds sitting in the burrows, 
most likely each incubating an egg. 
This is exactly the same number 
discovered in the 2016 breeding 
season, which all survived to chick 
stage before becoming victim to 
what we believed to be predation 
by stoats(s). We added two more 
DOC200 mustelid traps, six tracking 
tunnels, and 10 infra-red trail cameras 

THANK YOU &
FAREWELL

Kua hinga te tōtara 
o Te Waonui a Tāne 
(The tōtara in the great forest 
of Tāne has fallen)… 
It is with deep sadness that 
we had to say goodbye 
to one of our founding 
members, David Monro, 
who passed away in early 
May. Just as the whakatauki 
above describes, David was 
indeed one of our mighty 
totara, a giant with his roots 
firmly in Bream Head, firmly 
in our community, firmly in 
educating for the future and 
just a bloody good bloke.
Contributed by Adam Willetts

The Bream Head 
Predator Control 
Volunteers 
Regular checking, clearing, 
re-baiting traps and bait 
stations, trap maintenance and 
recording the outcomes are an 
important part of the extensive 
pest control work of the 
Trust.  Our amazing predator 
control team are responsible 
for maintaining designated 
trap lines on a monthly or 
bi-monthly schedule. Want 
to make a difference we 
are always looking for fit, 
committed individuals to join 
our team of trappers.

Sign Up  
Sign up on our website and 
receive monthly Rangers 
Reports and our annual 
newsletter.

Tribute to 
David Monro
1935 - 2017 

1080 Operation


