
 

 

 

 

    

 

 

                                   

 

COMMUNITY   WORKING   TOGETHER – Mahi tahi!! 

 

Rangers’ Report – April 2021 
 

Operational Summary... 
 
Kia ora mai koutou 
 
I do not know about you, but I am really enjoying these cooler days and nights, makes it a lot nicer to get outside and do some 
mahi without dripping with sweat all the time! We are still in need of some good rainfall events, as anyone who has put a spade in 
the ground lately will know it is still dry right up to the surface of the soil in most places, especially out on Bream Head Scenic 

Reserve. As I wrote last month, the birds within the reserve are still happy with the current conditions and continue to sing their 

little hearts out each day, it is just so nice to hear bellbird/korimako every morning at our headquarter facility.  
 
Operationally things have been ticking along very nicely. The ranger team have finished installing the nodes and automated lure 
dispensers to the stoat traps along Ocean Beach Road and the Northern boundary. We are just waiting on the software from our 
supplier to provide us with daily live reporting data from the nodes about when they have been set off so we can respond 

accordingly. Our awesome troop of volunteers have been busy maintaining the rodent toxin and possum trap network, including 
the installation of the new toxin known as double tap as well as lowering of the toxin stations to near ground level. As previously 
discussed, these two new measures should have an even greater impact on the very few remaining Norway and ship rats, as well 
as the mice population through bait switch out and the improved access to toxin for the more ground based Norway rats. The 
month of May will see our first 2021 tracking tunnel survey for rodents and I am particularly keen to see the resulting index 
figures, hopefully the change out in bait and lower stations have the positive effect we desire.  
 

Unfortunately, our predator control data for April 2020 was not recorded because the rangers and volunteers were not allowed 
access to the reserve during lockdown. This therefore makes it impossible to compare the April data from the two years which will 
impact the results of the overall year end total catch data too. However, as usual for autumn, mice catch rates have increased 

markedly on the summer months as rodents switch to the reliable toxin food source now that other natural foods like seeds are 
dwindling and as they feed up for the leaner winter ahead. One more cunning stoat was caught during the month, which are really 
big wins because removing a mature stoat before the spring season is removing a big potential breeding threat. Late in April the 
Trust was fortunate to have the services of our regular professional conservation dog handler and her dog to scout the entire 

reserve for sign of stoat. Last year we did the same survey and the dog found only two stat indications, and a stoat was caught 
shortly after at both sites. Extra control devices have been installed now at this year’s two indication sites and hopefully we will 
have success at catching these trap shy stoats once again. The team will add in the PAPP toxin pulse to directly target stoats once 
we receive DOC permission to do so. 
 
This month saw lots of other tasks and activities achieved such as: 

• the induction of some awesome, fit and enthusiastic volunteers 

• the attendance of a workshop on zero invasive predator innovations 
• liaisons with key suppliers and their latest technical devices and advice 
• track and hut maintenance 
• mapping, planning of new trap layouts in gap areas 
• pest plant control hit outs 

• the arrival of new plant nursery equipment and the planning for a new shade house 

• the very important five minute bird call count monitoring conducted all over the reserve which provides vital species 
abundance data used to assess the success of the Trust’s predator control and species management at Bream Head/Te 
Whara Scenic Reserve. 

 
Read on for some of the key highlights of the month and kia pai to ra (have a great day)!  

    



 

 

 

 

 

Monthly predator control results: April 2021 
Pest Total # 

caught 
this 
month 

# caught 
this month 
previous 
year. 

# of total rats 
caught Norway 
or Ship rats? 

Total # caught inside 
res. this month (i.e. not 
on boundary/buffer). 

Total # caught inside res. 
this month previous yr (i.e. 
not on boundary/buffer). 

# caught 
2021 YTD 

# caught 
2020 
YTD.  

Rat 7 0 4 ship/3 Norway 3 of 7 0 34 25 

Possum 3 0 - 2 of 3 0 6 7 

Stoat 1 0 - 1 of 1 0 6 2 

Weasel 2 0 - 0 of 2 0 12 10 

Ferret 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 

Feral cat 0 0 - 0 0 0 1 

Mouse 22 0 - 2 of 22 0 34 34 

Hedgehog 2 0 - 0 of 2 0 10 3 

Totals 37 0 - 8 of 37 0 102 82 

Analysis: 

- Zero data for each species in April 2020 due to Covid19 lockdown, contractors and volunteers were not allowed to 

work on the reserve during this month in 2020. Therefore, predator catch data for 2021 will not be relatively 

comparative to 2020. 

- Mouse and possum catches were up on March 2021, probable signal of usual autumn spike in rodent activity and 

movement of possums through the landscape looking for mates. 
 

 

Operations committee report… 
Brief notes from the April operations committee meeting, held at BHCT operational facility on Thursday 6th April:  

• BHCT is proposing to use the toxin known as PAPP this coming season to further protect Grey Faced Petrels and 

other species from stoat predation. This poison provides direct delivery to stoats via a Papp laced meat ball 

placed in a tracking tunnel.  

• Econodes: all installed. Waiting on software to upgrade the communication system. 

• New longer life lures: We will shortly start using ceramic holders in the doc 200 boxes that absorb lure and 
therefore last longer. There are also new lures supplied by Connovation, e.g. salmon oil that can be used in the 

ALD’s which may work to attract stoats. 

• Nursery: 25k litre water tank has been ordered plus seed raising mix. Working bee to be organised to fill plant 
containers with seed raising mix. Shade house plan and construction will be next. Ranger Keith Townsend is 

writing the plan for the development of the nursery to utilise the funds Jenny successfully sourced for us. 

• Predator Free Whangarei: We are working closely with NRC to help design and implement where possible the first 

stage of the possum eradication on Whangarei Heads Peninsula. The Trust aims to secure a service agreement 

with NRC to deliver some of the necessary mahi on Bream Head Scenic Reserve and some private land in the 

buffer zone to the north of the reserve. 

• Wood chips for HQ: Geoff Pike will help deliver some kindly donated wood chip from Seahorse Farms, to be spread 
as mulch around the plantings at the HQ facility. 

• Volunteers: line maintenance. Marc Lawrence is already working on this. The operations team are keen to try and 

establish a dedicated line maintenance team. 

• Jenny Lawrence has developed a standard recognition of service for our volunteers who are stepping down.  

• Species reintroduction: The Trust is seeking expert advice on possible species translocations to BHSR in the next 5 

years. 

• Focus on grey faced petrel (GFP) site: The trust has begun to install an intensive network of control and monitoring 
devices at the GFP study sites that will complement the existing devices already being used. This includes more 

traps, more trail cameras, and the use of PAPP to directly target any stoats in the area.  

• Five minutes bird counts: show that all bird counts have decreased over the past two years due to drought. Looking 

for a spring full-reserve check to clarify the population changes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

• Wasps: Vespex toxin operation - a slower response this summer than the previous operation summer but 
eventually still highly successful. 

• DOC/BHCT operational meeting: BHCT operations and strategic committee members set to meet with DOC staff to 

discuss annual and 5 year operations plans in order to gain maximum efficiencies and permissions in partnership 

with DOC. We will take an agenda including translocations aspirations. 

• Kiwi listening: we will have some new listeners this year for the four BHCT listening sites. In consultation with Todd 
Hamilton the new listeners will consist of rangers Claire and Simon Braithwaite taking over the site near Capey 

Lane, ranger Keith Townsend and BHCT volunteer Mhairi McCready at the Patel property, plus Mieke and Jenny at 

Colin Cook’s site. 

 

 

BHCT volunteers keep on delivering…! 
It was very pleasing to introduce some keen new volunteers to new trap/toxin lines during the 

month, the sharing of enthusiasm and desire to make a difference is truly infectious and what 
I enjoy most about my job. This month I spent a great day with two not so new volunteers to 
the Trust, Yvonne and Neil Beney. These two wonderful locals have been on the BHCT Busby 
Trappers group for many years, regularly servicing the traps and toxin stations every month 

on Busby Head. This time however, now that Neil has retired, they have decided to tackle 
something a little bigger as well, so I threw them into the deep end and have given them two 
delightfully picturesque bit quite steep lines out on the south side of Te Whara, in an area 
known as Cabbage Tree flat. However, it was not the deep end for these two spring chickens, 
who climbed their way around the terrain like it was flat ground and merrily chatted as they 
went, enjoying the beautiful scenery and bird song along the journey. It was a delight to hang 
out with two lovely people like Yvonne and Neil, especially in one of my most favourite places. 

Here is a photo of Yvonne admiring a cool cave on one of the lines below Te Whara. 
 
 

  

 

 
 
The awesome track and hut maintenance crews have been kept busy too, 
clearing water drains and culverts and removing any overhanging 
vegetation on the Peach Cove and Te Whara Tracks. One morning our 
team came across a task that was more than they bargained for, a large 
tree with epiphyte on board came crashing down on the track, collecting 

the bench seat on the ridge top track between the Peach Cove and Te 
Whara track intersection and the top of the Peach Cove Hut stairs. 
Fortunately, local DOC staff came to the rescue within a few days and 
cleared the tree to one side, and apparently the seat with one of the best 
views on the maugna is salvageable and will be fixed again someday soon 
by the DOC team. And if this just wasn’t enough fun, some of the BHCT 
hut and track team got a nice boat ride around in trustee and volunteer Bill 

Mallett’s boat to Peach Cove, during an operation to resupply the hut with 

cleaning products and peat for the composting toilet. The photo here is of 
strongman Bill Mallett carrying in all the peat himself from the boat, with 
Jenny Lawrence supervising his shenanigans!  

  



 

 

 

 

Rangers’ reports… 
Written by BHCT ranger Simon Braithwaite: 
 

Hey Folks,  

 

It's a lovely time of the year to 

be working in the reserve, a 

little slippery but at least the 

temps are down and the bit of 

rain we've had is doing its best 

to liven things up. Highlights 

have been loads of fungi to spot, 

lots of Tui and 

Korimako/Bellbirds everywhere 

over the south side where I spend a lot of my time. I was lucky to see 30+ Tui leave from 

the Old Woman ridge in a group and head out towards the Hen and Chickens. They soared 

the ridge in the southerly breeze until they were a couple of hundred meters above, then 

as a group headed out over the ocean and disappeared as specks in the sky. I saw 

several groups of similar size do this during that day. Mahi wise it's good to see most of 

the stations lowered and the Double Tap getting consumed. I've seen signs the grey faced 

petrel are back, we're looking forward to getting more traps and monitoring equipment 

out to the GFP site to slay a few sly winter stoats! 

Cheers, Simon  

 

Editor’s note: Attached to Simons’ report are a couple of really good photos Simon took 

whilst out doing the mahi. 
 

 

Meet a volunteer…  
Written by Jenny Lawrence: 
 
Meet BHCT volunteers Colin and Marjorie Edwards. 
These two have been leading the Smugglers track maintenance group for at least 
10years where they and their team have been keeping the weeds at bay and checking 
the track for hazards. 
 
Colin and Marjorie set sail from England in 1968 on their 30 foot cutter "Harrier".  They 
sailed through many countries including the West Indies and transiting the Panama 
Canal, on through French Polynesia arriving in Whangarei in 1970.   
 
Before the days of satellite phones, GPS and other modern navigational aids, there 
were few international yachts arriving in Whangarei, so their arrival was newsworthy, 
and the local paper published their story. This was not the last time Colin would be a 
local newsmaker. To mark his retirement in 2006, he cycled 1800km from Bluff to Cape 
Reinga and then in 2019, to mark the occasion of his 80th birthday, he hitchhiked the 
length of NZ. (This was after he was advised that his knees weren't up to another 1800 
km cycle trip). 
Colin and Marjorie have been great supporters of BHCT and it was thanks to their 
generosity that our new HQ community facility is powered by a solar system. 
 
BHCT is incredibly fortunate to have so many dedicated and wonderful people 
volunteering their time.... especially Colin and Marjorie Edwards. Thank you! 
(Photo is from a recent trip to Bluff) 

 

 

A male giraffe weevil (antennae at tip of rostrum). 

Nice photo of a stink horn 

fungus/puapua-a-autahi. 



 

 

 

 

 

May the FoRT be with you… 

Report on the Bream Head- Te Whara FoRT (Forest 

Restoration Team).  

 

Written by BHCT ranger Keith Townsend: 

 

Unfortunately, due to Keith being away on leave this month’s FoRT group did not manage a working bee on the reserve. 

The group will try to have ago at it in May (date to be announced). 

 

This fun group could always do with more participants, Keith’s youthful enthusiasm is infectious, and it is becoming a really 

good monthly event with a nice social atmosphere, as well as a vital environmental action group! Contact Keith Townsend if 

you are keen to join this team once per month for a couple of hours in the morning – 0273221357 

keithh.townsend@gmail.com 

 

 

BHCT nursery gets a huge boost… 

The Trust’s successful bid for money to further develop our shared plant nursery 
at the Newbold property affords the ability to plan for and implement the 
construction of a robust and user friendly shade house, with a water wicking 

system to be used to keep the plants well hydrated in the drier months. In April, 

the Trust received the delivery of the new planting trays and seed raising mixing 
and working bee will be announced soon to fill all the planting pots with the new 
seed raising mix and sow the seeds. Soon construction will begin on the shade 
house structure, with poles being rammed upon which curved poles will span 
across from side to side to carry the netting which will be layered in different 
shade densities for specific plant light needs. Whilst this is all going on the 
existing seed germination, which sits in dappled light under some lovely young 

manuka trees next to the tranquil stream, will gain another potting bench and 
seed raising mix bin. The design of the whole site will be sympathetic to young 
people’s needs so we can have students learning through action from seed 
sourcing to propagation, weeding out, transferring pots/trays to planting and 
weed control in planted sites. An important part of the plan is to mitigate 
biosecurity incursions (such as Argentine Ants, Rainbow Skinks or Kauri dieback 
disease for example), with an intensive and continuous pest control system to be 

developed and managed at the site. The vision is to be able to plant out 5000 

emergent stage forest plants to the reserve in the winter of 2022 and 2023 which 
the Trust and its volunteers have proudly grown and nurtured themselves onsite 
with a fantastic educational value added into the mix. A HUGE thankyou must go 
to the Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI), from whom we received the funds 
that will allow the Trust to upgrade its nursery facility and turn our dream into a 

wonderful reality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The lovely seed germination site. 

Ranger Keith with the new seed trays Ranger Keith watering seeds at the bench. 
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Weed of the Month 
(from the Whangarei Heads Weed Action website http://weedaction.org.nz/weed-of-the-month/) 

Banana passionfruit Passiflora tripartita  
What does it look like?  
A climbing vine that can cl imb up to 10m. Hanging pink flowers (7 cm diameter) with 
central tube (60-95 mm long), produced year round, fol lowed by hanging, thin-skinned fruit (7- 12 x 2-
4 cm) ripening from green to yellow or orange, with sweet edible orange pulp and dark red seeds (4 -6 
mm long). 
Leaves glossy green, 3-lobed (each lobe 5-14 cm long, middle lobe the longest), edges serrated , and 
undersides covered in down/hairs, and at least some hairs above. Densely hairy stems which are 
angular when young, and which have many spiral l ing tendri ls.  

Why is it a problem 
It is an aggressive vine that invades shrubland, open forest and l ight wel ls margins of intact bush 
where it smothers trees, reduces biodiversity and allows other weeds to invade. Grows rapidly in most 
soil types and produces highly viable seed in 2 years. Partly tolerant to shade, damage and drought, 
and stems root where they touch the ground. 

How does it spread? 
Seed and stem fragments. The large, sweet fruits are attractive to birds, feral pigs, possums and rats, which carry seeds 
some distance. Humans collecting, eating, and discarding fruits also contributes to the spread.   It often grows and spreads 
along roadsides and disturbed areas.  

How much of it do we have on the Whangarei Heads Peninsula?  
Relatively l i tt le. There are isolated adult plants growing in people’s gardens and on the roadside and these are the source o f 
escapees that are starting to invade bush areas. We are sti l l  at the early stages of spread where early control can make a 
huge difference. 

What can we DO about it  at Whangarei Heads?  
Fortunately, i t is reasonably straight forward to control, and it can be done  very successfully with minimal herbicide use. The 
init ial priority would usually be to control the sites in the open to reduce seeding, and then tackle sites in the bush. The 
higher volume of seed from sites in the open and its dispersal by birds means th at controll ing that piece in your own backyard 
is more important than you think.  

How do I control it?  
Special disposal notes: Rhizomes extremly hardy.   For manual control methods dispose of rhizomes in landfi l l ,  or by drying 
out and burning. Stems can be composted.  

• Pull roots up. Tie/hang stems in air to prevent layering.  

• Cut stump application: Cut and immediately treat stumps with (1g metsulfuron/1L water), or (100ml Tordon 
Brushkil ler®/1L water),  or (200ml glyphosate/1L water), or (100ml triclopyr/1L water), or (200ml Banvine®/1L 
water).  

• Spray large masses on ground where roots cannot be pulled with (120ml Banvine® + 10mls penetrant/10Lwater) 
or (30ml triclopyr + 10ml penetrant/10L water), or (100ml glyphosate + 20ml penetrant/10L water). Best in 
spring-autumn. 

 
 CAUTION:  when using any herbicide or pesticide PLEASE READ THE LABEL THOROUGHLY to ensure that al l  instructions 
and safety requirements are fol lowed.  
  



 

 

 

 

 

Coming up in May: 
May rodent tracking index survey…BHCT volunteers and rangers will visit all 150 tracking tunnels to install and 

retrieve tracking cards for the first of our three index surveys in 2021. 

 
Trap technology online…BHCT will finish the install of the remote sensing trap node and automated lure dispensers 

and set them to live mode where we will respond to tripped trap notifications. 

 

Pest plant control teams…BHCT rangers and volunteers will join forces with Weed Action Whangarei Heads and 

some trainees from local hapu Ngati Korora to work together on Bream Head/Te Whara pest plants. 

Keep well my friends! 

 
Adam Willetts  
(Head Ranger/Project Manager) 
M: 021 155 7380  
e: bhctrangers@gmail.com 
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