
 

 

 

 

    

 

 

                                   

 

COMMUNITY   WORKING   TOGETHER – Mahi tahi!! 

 

Rangers’ Report – July 2021 
 

Operational Summary... 
 
Nga mihi mahana koutou (warm greetings to you all) 

 
I hope this report finds you all happy, healthy and in good spirits. Recent excursions into 
the Bream Head Scenic Reserve have been very pleasurable with the stunning regrowth of 
the ngahere (bush) due to the more normal rainfall we have experienced this winter thus 
far. Drought sensitive trees such as mahoe/whiteywood, whauwhaupaku/five finger, taraire 

and some manuka have recovered well since the droughts experienced in Northland over 
the last two years, and the reserve feels and looks in better shape than it did this time last 
year. Walks over the main ridge and southern side of the reserve are greeted with strong 
birdsong from Korimako/bellbird, kereru/wood pigeon, kaka, flocks of tui, miromiro/North 
Island tomtit, riroriro/grey warbler and some North Island robin are still making prospecting 
calls too. There is also kiwi poo almost every few metres along big sections of the main 

public tracks in the forest and trap lines, and on my most recent walk I came across some 
lovely large kiwi footprints in the mud on the tracks – super cool. The grey faced petrels are 
back in good force with our infra-red cameras picking up dozens of great images of the 
returning adults crash landing into the burrow sites, shaking off the rough landing, 
performing a bit of a song and dance before making their way into their respective burrows 

to (hopefully) sit on egg(s) again.  
 

On the predator side of things July 2021 had a few more rodent catches in our intensive 
control network than last year, with most of the mice caught on the reserve boundary line, but 
75% of rats caught were in traps inside the reserve. This may be related to the late autumn 
spike in rodent activity seen in the increased uptake of rodent toxin which is a normal 
behaviour change seen over the years BHCT has been controlling predators at Bream Head/Te 
Whara Scenic Reserve.  It will be very interesting to monitor the trap catch data and the 
residual tracking index for rodents in August to see if this small spike tappers off or not. 

Because we also monitor our operation intensively, we have caught some video image of three 
stoats at separate locations showing interest in the control equipment but too wary to interact 
with the devices which have been fine-tuned, calibrated and baited with nearly every proven 
bait known to catch stoats in traps. Therefore, the Trusts’ operations team are busily 
implementing another toxin operation specifically targeting stoats with PAPP, a toxin infused 
into a minced fresh rabbit meatball that will be hand delivered into new bait stations along our 

mustelid trap lines. By utilising fresh meat rather than salted meat and using tracking tunnel 
bait stations with a dirt floor, we hope to better attract these wily/discerning customers and 
remove this huge threat to the native wildlife in Bream Head/Te Whara for this coming 
breeding season. The change out to a new rodent and possum toxin known as Double Tap has 
been in operation for approximately six months now and is withstanding the moist conditions 
of winter rather well. The lowering of the nearly 1300 bait stations has also gone smoothly, 

    

Lovely big kiwi footprints in the mud on the Te 

Whara Track. 

A tracking tunnel with fresh rabbit meat 
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tunnel too for more lure attraction. 



 

 

 

 

with the stations now sitting at approximately 100mm off the ground for access by all three rodent species, particularly Norway 
rats (Norway rats are not very good climbers). This new toxin is the combination of two former low grade toxins which, when 
combined, delivers a far higher lethal dose capability even though less quantity is required to be consumed for that lethal dose. 
This is all good news for those who have to lug it in, it also means less toxin is consumed by rodents and possums therefore 

providing cost savings for the Trust and more opportunity for removal of more rodents/possums per bait station. 
 

Our wonderful volunteers and hardworking rangers have continued our important mahi so 

very well again during these cooler, damper and darker months on the reserve. Calibration of 
traps, checking of infra-red cameras, trap line maintenance, install of tracking tunnels as bait 
stations, weed control, plant nursery maintenance, rodent toxin bait station checks are just 
some of the tasks completed this month by the dedicated team. New volunteers have been 

inducted on lines and into the plant nursery team during July the Trust welcomes those 
passionate people to our whanau and we truly hope you enjoy it as much as we all do. 
 
Head ranger and project manager Adam Willetts took the opportunity to have the two week 
school holiday period off with his whanau in July and thoroughly enjoyed his family time and a 
chance to recharge the batteries so to speak. The Trusts’ day to day operations were left in 

the capable hands of local ranger Keith Townsend who did a mighty fine job of holding down 
the fort and keeping the team rolling! We also farewelled our wonderful rangers Simon and 
Claire Braithwaite in July, who have returned to Australia to welcome the arrival of their first 
child and to be near Claire’s family during this exciting chapter of their lives. These two 
beautiful people will be missed greatly but its 
not all doom and gloom as they plan to be back 

in approximately 12 months’ time to settle back 

in NZ – we look forward to that!!  
 

This month saw other important tasks and activities achieved such as: 
• the signing up of more new volunteers 
• The final 2021 ‘bush craft’ environmental education day at Whangarei 

Heads School 
• Hut and Track maintenance by our super volunteers 

• Bait bagging – Thanks Roger Clarke! 
• Trap clip cleaning – Thanks Kim Tito! 

 
 
 

Monthly predator control results: July 2021 
Pest Total # 

caught 
this 
month 

# caught 

this month 
previous 
year. 

# of total rats 

caught Norway 
or Ship rats? 

Total # caught inside 

res. this month (i.e. not 
on boundary/buffer). 

Total # caught inside res. 

this month previous yr (i.e. 
not on boundary/buffer). 

# caught 

2021 YTD 

# caught 

2020 
YTD.  

Rat 12 6 8 ship/4 Norway 9 of 12 2 of 6 47 37 

Possum 2 1 - 1 of 2 1 of 1 8 14 

Stoat 0 0 - 0 0 8 5 

Weasel 2 0 - 0 of 2 0 17 16 

Ferret 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 

Feral cat 0 0 - 0 0 0 1 

Mouse 20 1 - 3 of 20 0 of 1 45 45 

Hedgehog 1 1 - 0 of 1 0 of 1 13 7 

Totals 37 9 - 13 of 37 3 of 9 138 125 

Analysis: 

- Higher catch rates for most species in 2021, especially mice and rats. 

- Increased rat catch rate inside reserve, may be tail end (sorry about the pun) of normal autumn rodent spike. 

August trap data and August rodent tracking survey will be interesting to watch if this trend decreases or not. 

- 2 possums caught July 2021 compared to 1 possum caught in July 2020. 

- No data for April 2020 (due to Covid) – this effects YTD figures, which would be even closer than the current 

difference of 13. 

A large kanuka tree fall across Peach Cove 

Track, cut up by Adam and new volunteer 

Andrew Barclay so walkers could get past. 



 

 

 

 

 

Remote reporting traps up and running… 

The ranger team are now enjoying the capability of the remote reporting trap node system installed over the last 12 

months onto the mustelid traps along the roadside and reserve boundary. The Econode system uses loRa (low radio 

frequency) to transmit a signal to our HQ wifi system via a ‘gateway’ antenna on Taurikura ridge when a trap has been 

sprung. This allows our team to gain greater efficiencies in predator control and higher trap night availability too. In the 

past, if a trap were to be sprung not long after it was serviced by a ranger, it would not have been reset for another 14 

days on the next scheduled check, therefore unable to catch another predator visiting the trap. However, with the new 

system we can respond to a sprung trap along the road or boundary quickly that same day, remove and record the catch 

and reset the trap, meaning it is open and available to catch another predator straight away again. This system is a trial for 

the Trust with analysis on efficiency gains, catch rate improvement and any trouble shooting being closely monitored by 

the team to see if it will be a good ongoing benefit to our operations. Other remote reporting systems are popping up 

throughout Aotearoa as developers find better technology for these helpful devices and the Trust is keeping a close eye on 

these too. Hopefully price per unit, size, battery requirement, and the potential use of the high number of satellites in the 

sky now may mean that even better systems that cost less to run and can handle far higher data streams (such as video) 

may not be too far away. Remote reporting video from remote thermal and/or infra-red cameras would be a great game 

changer because we could analyse tricky species like trap shy stoats and target individuals specifically in a given area of 

the reserve, vastly improving our chance of removing them from the landscape.  

 

Below is a web based image from trap.nz who provide the GIS map based information we monitor for the remote trap 

reporting. The blue rings are traps still set and orange rings are traps showing as sprung.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conservation Week event…  
Conservation Week is coming up from September 4th until 

the 12th. BHCT will be offering a family friendly day on the 

reserve with a free guided walk, conservation activities for 

kids and a BBQ in the afternoon. More details to come so 

watch our Facebook page and eventing for more details 

about how to sign up (or register). 



 

 

 

 

 

Rangers’ reports… Written by BHCT ranger Keith Townsend: 

Nursery: 

The native plant nursery revamp is coming along with the water tank on site and is now plumbed in to capture some of this 

wet stuff we’ve been getting. The site for the shade house has been cut and levelled and weed mat to go down soon. A 

regular ‘nursery-bee’ is being run fortnightly alternating between Thursday mornings and Saturday afternoons. These have 

brought together some old and new volunteers and is an excellent option if getting out on the hill is not possible or not 

your thing. We have now sown a number of seedling trays and root trainers with broadleaf species including Pohutukawa, 

Ti kouka Cabbage tree, and 

Harakeke flax. The next nursery bee will be in August.  

 

Meet a volunteer…  
Written by Volunteer Rupert Newbold 

 

An auspicious day to do this as I'm 65 today! OK, so we 

moved into the barn in 1990 when we bought the property & 

lived there for 5 years till we built our house. We had a 

connection with BHCT right from the start as Wendy was the 

liason between the committee & the trust laying the 

groundwork for future developments. Back then the focus was 

on a predator proof fence which did not happen for various 

reasons, but I see that as a good thing as I feel it would have 

been quite an intrusive structure. 

     I also remember laying cyanide lines up the valley behind 

our place & getting 20-30 possums per night from 50 baits! 

      We have both been involved in restoration tree planting 

over the years both on our property & the reserve, & have 

been doing Kiwi call counts every year since it's inception. I 

am currently a volunteer reloading bait stations & traps lines 

RT & RM in the valley behind our house, about 4 years now though at my advanced age I might have forgotten exactly how 

long...... 

      I remember when we first came here there were goats still on the reserve & my brother Conrad was one of the DOC 

team who eradicated them, losing dogs over cliffs in the process....as I said before there were also myriads of possums, & 

with the progressive removal of these pests the biggest change we have seen is the dramatic revival of so many trees & 

plants, both understory & regrowth of big established trees, very satisfying! 

       The main thing I would say to any new or prospective volunteers is, you're getting involved in a very exciting 

restoration project that requires input from many people, we are winning in the fight to restore this beautiful reserve & it is 

awesome to be a part of that. 

     Ehara taku toai te toa takitahi, Engari taki toa i te takitini e! (My success is not mine alone, but that of many 

collaborators) 

        Rupert & Wendy 

 

May the FoRT be with you… 
Report on the Bream Head- Te Whara FoRT (Forest Restoration Team). Written by BHCT ranger Keith Townsend: 

 

Five folks turned out on a beautiful clear Sunday morning for our FoRT session this month. We mopped up a moth plant 

infestation part ways up the Peach Cove track and then got stuck into an area of Cotoneaster on the reserve boundary. In 

total we controlled 50 Cotoneaster, 100 Moth plant, and 2 tree privot. There were 3 types of biscuits for smoko and the 

brew yarns were phenomenal. If you haven't been, you're missing out. Next session is 12 September at this stage, save 

the date. Get in touch for more info, 0273221357 Ranger Keith keithh.townsend@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:keithh.townsend@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Weed of the Month 
(from the Whangarei Heads Weed Action website http://weedaction.org.nz/weed-of-the-month/) 

Jasmine Jasminum polyanthum  

What does it look like? This is an evergreen climbing vine that grows up to mid -canopy 
height. It has very long, non-woody, round, tough, stems that root at the nodes. Smooth 
edged leaves are arranged in opposite pairs on stems, and are divided along the midvein 
into usually 7 leaflets with the terminal leaflet (up to 7 x 2.5 cm) the largest. Leaves are 
dark green when mature,  new growth is t inged with red. It has masses of highly scented, 
small white tubular flowers, mainly in spring followed by occasional glossy black fruit.  

Why is it a problem?  Highly shade tolerant vine which grows rapidly over forest floor, and into the canopy, 
forming  dense, long-lived masses that smother and kill all plants from ground level to medium to high 
canopy. Stems layer profusely and runners spread long distances over tough sites under buildings, rocks, 
and so on. Ingress into established forest is rapid via ground or canopy. High shade toleranc e means it can 
flower under full canopy, and tolerates drought, damp, wind, salt, differing soil types, and damage. 
Extremely hard to kill.  

How does it spread?  Birds readily spread seed where it is produced, but most spread is from fragments dumped 
in greenwaste and by runners from garden infestations at bush margins. Very rapid growth from stem fragments.  

How much of it do we have on the Whangarei Heads Peninsula?  Jasmine infestations are quite localised around 
the Heads because it does not produce much seed. Infestations are usually concentrated around gardens, and on 
bush margins and roadsides where garden waste has been dumped. Where infestations do occur, they are 
frequently extensive. These infestations are of particular concern where they occur at bus h margins and are rapidly 
infiltrating the bush.  

What can we DO about it at Whangarei Heads?  Jasmine is very hard to kil l once established so the best thing to 
do is to ensure you don’t introduce it to your property, deliberately or accidentally, and ensur e that you dispose of 
your garden waste responsibly if you have it at your place. Controll ing infestations thoroughly when small and 
following up until eradicated will also save signif icant effort, focusing first on keeping it out and away from bush 
areas. For large well established infestations control is stil l achievable, the approach just needs to be tactical, 
moving in a roll ing front and undertaking the necessary follow up to ensure complete kill at the retreating margin.  

How do I control it?  

Special disposal notes: Spread primarily by garden dumping. Dispose of appropriately.  

• Manual control difficult due to growth form (stems root wherever they contact the ground). Vines can 
be progressively rolled up, and disposed at a refuse transfer station, or by drying thoroughly and 
composting, or drying and burning, or burying deeply. Stem fragments left in soil after roll ing will re -
sprout, and then these can be manually pulled (or followed up with herbicide methods below). 
Intensive follow up required to locate and pull regrowth from any remaining stem fragments.  

• Prune vines as close to original stem as possible, then  immediately treat cut stem with (5g 
metsulfuron + 1ml penetrant/1L water), or (250ml Banvine® + 10ml penetrant/1L water). Dispose of all 
cut stems at a refuse transfer station, or by drying thoroughly and composting, or drying and burning, 
or burying deeply.  

• Cut back & spray regrowth (wait for healthy, mature foliage) with (5g metsulfuron+10ml penetrant/10L 
water), or (120ml Banvine® + 10ml penetrant/10L water).  

Not prolific seed production – spread largely through dumped garden refuse. Very rapid growth 
from stem fragments. Once established it is hard to kill & dispose of – prioritise preventing spread 
into new areas. Most infestations will require several follow-up treatments. 



 

 

 

 

 

Coming up in August: 
Predator Free possum track install begins…the Trust will work with local hapu contractors to cut tracks and  

install Predator Free Whangarei possum eradication devices onto a large private block of land on Taurikura ridge.  

 
Grey faced petrel burrow inspections… BHCT head ranger Adam Willetts will inspect the burrows to gather a 

baseline number of adults in burrows. This will be followed up by local seabird volunteer Cathy Mitchell who will use a 

special endoscope to inspect monitored burrows, specifically looking for adults sitting on gfp eggs. 

 

Load the road install… BHCT rangers will add more traps and monitoring equipment along Ocean Beach Road as part 

of ‘load the road’, an intensified primary boundary predator control and monitoring line. 

 

August Tracking Tunnel survey… BHCT rangers and volunteers will once again install and retrieve 150 tracking 

tunnel cards throughout the reserve for a 1 and 3 night survey. Some of the team will climb close to the height of Te 

Whara nine times over three days!! 

 

Mauri ora - Keep well my friends! 

 
Adam Willetts  
(Head Ranger/Project Manager) 
M: 021 155 7380  
e: bhctrangers@gmail.com 
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