
How can cities leverage their local 
food policies and initiatives to tackle 

climate change?

Joy Carey 

Senior Programme Officer, RUAF



Food is a 
climate change 
culprit
Overall, the global food 
system is understood to 
contribute a third of global 
ghg emissions. 

With certain types of land 
use practices it is also 
responsible for a significant 
proportion of species 
extinction.

@Soil Association 2008



The good news!

Agriculture and the land-based economy can play a key role in 
tacking climate change. It is uniquely placed to capture carbon 
dioxide from the air and turn it with the help of farmers into a wide 
range of foods fibres and fuels.



Cities are food culprits too, but also 
uniquely placed to change behaviour 

and take collective action at scale



How can cities very 
substantially reduce their 
carbon footprint and help 
farmers, fishers and land 
managers restore nature?

Top priorities for action

• Declare both a nature and climate emergency 
• Radically increase the market for healthy sustainably 

produced food
• Design out food waste
• Use land well for climate and nature
• Measure what matters







Available to download
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/cb4181en

Forthcoming end of 2021 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/cb4181en

