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                                   Scripture MemoryScripture Memory  
  “Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD  
 guards the city, the watchman keeps awake in vain.” — PSALM 127:1

 How can you know if the Lord is really building your house [household]? And what is  
 your part? 

1. CHILDREN are a GIFT FROM the LORD

 We have a higher calling than to just live out this life. We are not raising our kids to just  
 get through the day. We are raising them to be a part of that group of people that will  
 worship and enjoy God forever in His Holy presence. 

 God created man for His own pleasure and He greatly blessed mankind. He is seeking  
 true worshippers—those that will glorify His name in all the earth so that in time there 
 will be people of every nation, tongue, and tribe as part of this group of true  
 worshippers. And this has been His plan since the beginning. 

 ”We are                                         with our children to raise them on His behalf. He is vitally  
 concerned about how we care for them and how we train them – how we build our  
 homes as Psalm 127:1 implies.“

 Children are a gift God gives uniquely to you. 

 It is not by accident that they are your children. They may be a surprise but never an accident. 

 “You send forth Your Spirit, they are created.”  — PSALM 104:30

A godly mother embracesA godly mother embraces
Jesus as Savior and trustsJesus as Savior and trusts

in His divine designin His divine design
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 “Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his notrils  
    the breath of life; and the man became a living person.” — GENESIS 2:7

                                      This is the

 Birth is astounding. Our bodies are so incredible. They could only be the result of a  
 brilliant and loving Creator. Some things are beyond the realm of natural science, they are  
 supernatural like God.

2. GOD’S DIVINE DESIGN

 If we do not believe the Genesis account, we cannot believe the rest of the Bible. 

 All of Scripture                                        the rest of Scripture. Every word of Scripture is true and  
 necessary. Every book helps complete the entire revelation of God. Our belief in salvation  
 hinges upon our belief in Creation. 

  “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them,  
 God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the  
 words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the  
 holy city, which are described in this book.” — REVELATION 22:18-19

 “Every word of God is                            ; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. Do not  
 add to His words or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar.” — PROVERBS 30:5-6

 “So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and  
 female, He created them.”  — GENESIS  1 :27

 Genesis 1:27 tells us three foundational things that greatly impact each of our families: 

 1. We are created.
 2. We are made in God’s image.
 3. We are created male and female.

 God zeroes in on the crown of His creation –                                               .

 “Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness and let them rule over the fish  
 of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over  
 every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  — GENESIS  1 :26

 What does God want us to know about how the world began? Genesis 1 begins with the  
	 words,	“In	the	beginning.”	There	was	a	defined	origin	of	our	universe,	and	it	was	created	by	 
 the triune God — the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 God created all that exists ex nihilo meaning “out of nothing.”

 God + Nothing = Everything

 What happens when we remove God from this equation? Then we take credit for  
 everything, believe we escape accountability, and there is no limit to the deceptions 
 we may believe.

 

“Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, 
the watchman keeps awake in vain.” — PSALM 127:11 .2

breath of life.kk



© 2021 ENTRUSTED MINISTRIES

Let’s look at these three statements again.

 1.  We are created.

  We are not evolved beings. Mankind is distinct from the very beginning from animals. 

 2.  We are made in God’s image – the Imago Dei (the Image of God).

  God gave people special and unique qualities that allow God’s creativity to be  
  manifested. We are to manifest Him to the world. People are created to love and worship  
  God and in doing so they can actually love others.

                           The ability to

  We are created with a soul and an eternal, supernatural spirit that is immaterial and able  
  to commune with God and worship Him! 

  God gave life to your children and they can know Him. What a privilege for parents and  
  grandparents to pass these truths to the next generations. 

  Animals procreate physically, but humans procreate physically and                                          .   
  Husbands and wives procreate offspring in the image of God.

 3.  God created male and female. 

  God declares that all people are encompassed within these two distinctions. This is  
  God’s design instituted from the beginning to perpetuate humanity, a humanity  
  that would glorify Him. 

  People declare God’s image. It was not enough for man alone to declare God’s image.  
  Man and woman were both needed. 

  “Then the LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make a helper  
  suitable for him.’”  — GENESIS  2 :18

  It is God’s design that one man be joined with one woman for life and that in doing so  
  they would bear children who would be image-bearers and worshipers of their Creator. 

 God Institutes                                                   

 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and be joined to his wife; they  
 shall become one flesh.”  — GENESIS  2 :24  

 God’s creation was complete in six days. His plan was that mankind would procreate for the  
 purpose of continuing life. God designed it that way. 

 The Sanctity of Life

 Our view of creation also impacts our view on the sanctity of life. If life can be chalked up to  
 highly evolved beings that originated from animals that have no connection or relationship  
 with a divine Creator, then life is arbitrary, even meaningless, purposeless, devalued, and  
 subject to our whims as we set ourselves up as the god of our own universe. We are to value  
 life, and God is the authority over it. 
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 God is sovereign over His creation (Sov from the Latin meaning “over and above” and reign  
 meaning “ruling.”)

 
Biblical DefinitionBiblical Definition  

 Sovereignty: God rules over and above all. He is the source of all power, authority,
 and dominion.

 God is sovereign, yet He gives us                                                   . 

 We Are Responsible to Build Our Own Houses (Households)

 We are to be laboring, building, guarding but if we do not recognize God as the source of 
 all we have, as the Creator of all that exists, as the authority over the universe, as the one 
	 true	God	to	be	worshipped	and	glorified,	we	build	on	our	own,	apart	from	Him,	and	what	 
 we build will come to ultimate ruin.

 God is not so concerned with how you built your house before you knew Him. He is  
 absolutely concerned with how you are building it once you do know Him. The most  
 important foundational piece is entrusting your own heart to the one who made you.  
 If we truly believe in Jesus, we act on our beliefs by building our homes/families in  
 accordance with His blueprint, the Bible. Without this first piece of our foundation, all  
 of our constructive efforts to build something will be in vain. 

 Solomon wrote Psalm 127. He knew something about vanity. He also wrote Ecclesiastes.  
 The message of Ecclesiastes is that life apart from fearing God is vanity and striving after the  
 wind. In other words, it will amount to nothing in the end. 

 “The conclusion when all has been heard, is fear God and keep His commandments,  
 because this applies to every person.”  — ECCLESIASTES 12:13 

 (See Family Activity, page 1.14)

 Jesus is Our Cornerstone

 “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
 — 1  CORINTHIANS 3:11

 Cornerstone — a massive stone that sets the foundation of a structure in every direction. It  
 must be level, square, and plumb to establish a reference for all the construction that follows.  
 So be careful how you build! 

 If you have never humbled yourself before God and asked Him to save you by His  
 mercy, then you can do it today, and begin building your life on Christ, the chief 
                                                      .   

“Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, 
the watchman keeps awake in vain.” — PSALM 127:1
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3. THE GOSPEL 

 God created mankind to have a relationship with Him. And all was well for a time. Adam and  
 Eve lived in a perfect world – the Garden of Eden. They had perfect bodies and they would  
 have lived forever. 

 God told Adam that they must not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The  
 tree was a test of their obedience. If they ate of it, their eyes would be opened to the fact that 
  they disobeyed God, and there would be great consequences. 

 

 

 Satan disguises himself as a serpent and tempts Eve. God had placed Adam over Eve  
	 because	he	was	created	first,	so	Satan	is	deliberately	challenging	God’s	created	order.	He	 
 approaches Eve and disputes what God has said. 

 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had  
 made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, You shall not eat of any tree in the 
 garden?’” — GENESIS  3 :1

 

 “You don’t believe that, do you? Do you actually think that is true?” The deception continues  
 today in various forms.    

 “And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden,  
 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden,  
 neither shall you touch it, [added] lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You  
 will not surely die.” — GENESIS  3 :2-4

 The                                        lie ever told. Not only would they die, but they would be separated  
 from God forever. Up to this point, they communed with God in the Garden.

 Satan can tempt people but he cannot make them do anything. He cannot make us sin. 
 People make the choice. That is why he had to tempt Eve. 

 Satan is a created being. He is in no way equal with God. But as a result of Eve’s choice and  
 then Adam’s, we are all separated from God. The fellowship has been broken. 

 The Fall of Man

 God curses Satan. He says,

  “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her  
 offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.

 To the woman, He said,

 I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your  
 desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.
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Did God really say...?kk

  Look at all that God has provided for you. Is it enough? Can you be fully 
	 	 satisfied	with	His	provision?	Or	do	you	feel	that	He	has	withheld	something	you	
  deserve? Adam and Eve were deceived into believing that they deserved the
  one thing that God had withheld.



 And to Adam, He said: 

 Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I  
 commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you  
 shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you 
 shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return  
 to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
 — GENESIS  3 :15-19

 God‘s Plan of Redemption

 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her  
 offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.“ — GENESIS  3 :15 

 Genesis 3:15 is known as the protoevangelium from two Latin words – proto	meaning	first	 
 and evangel meaning “good news” or “gospel.” 

	 It	is	the	first	mention	of	God’s	plan	to	reverse	the	curses	that	Adam	and	Eve	brought	upon	 
 themselves and as a result, all of mankind. 

 God’s plan from Genesis was to send a Messiah through Eve’s offspring to save the people  
 from their sins.

 No person alive has ever been able to escape the curse; the proof is that all people die.  
 The result of sin is physical death and eternal separation from God — a very bleak picture.

 “Therefore, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world, and death through  
 sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned —” — ROMANS 5:12

 “Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness  
 leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience [Adam] the  
 many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience [Jesus] the many will be made  
 righteous.” — ROMANS 5:18-19

3. WE HAVE A PROBLEM WE CAN‘T FIX

 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” — ROMANS 3:23

 “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
 — ROMANS 6:23

 The word Christ is a title, the Greek word meaning “Messiah.” 

  This verse tells us that Jesus was that long-awaited Messiah. When Adam and Eve realized  
 the seriousness of their rebellious act, God graciously provided an answer by which they  
 could be restored to fellowship with Him. Eve was told that the Messiah would come through  
	 her	seed	and	that	her	seed	would	crush	Satan’s	head	giving	him	the	final	death	blow	even	 
 though Satan would strike at His heel. She must have longed for that to happen. She probably  
 thought with each child born, “Will this be the promised One?” But the impact of sin would  
	 have	its	downward	spiraling	effect	on	their	offspring,	and	the	first	son,	Cain,	would	murder	 
 the second, Abel.
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  We are all guilty. 

“Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, 
the watchman keeps awake in vain.” — PSALM 127:1
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 Before this murderous act, the Lord would speak to Cain in Genesis 4:7 as a way of warning,  

 “If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is  
 crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.” — GENESIS  4 :7

  Sin had come into the world and it was, and is, a powerful                                          .    

 By the time of Noah‘s life, the world was so corrupt that God decided to destroy it, but  
 save the only eight righteous people alive. 

 “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every  
 intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” — GENESIS  6 :5

4. JESUS PAID IT ALL — GRACE APPEARED

 Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins and accomplish for us what we could not  
 do for ourselves. 

 “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.” — T ITUS 2 :11

Biblical DefinitionBiblical Definition  
 God‘s Riches At Christ's Expense

 Grace:	Unmerited	divine	assistance	given	to	man	for	his	sanctification	and regeneration.

 “For by GRACE you have been saved through FAITH and that not of yourselves, it is  
 the gift of God, not as a result of works, lest any man boast.” — EPHESIANS 2:8-9

 We cannot restore the                                               with God on our own, not even by good 
 deeds or living a moral life. We must not be deceived into believing that as long as the   
 ”good“ outweighs the bad, we are worthy of spending eternity in God‘s presence. 

 Our sin results in death and then in judgment.

 “And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment…”  
 — HEBREWS 9:27

 The	good	news	is	that	death	does	not	have	to	result	in	final	judgment	or	separation	from	 
 God for all eternity. GRACE means that God moved heaven and earth to save sinners who  
	 could	not	lift	a	finger	to	save	themselves.	

 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,  
 according to the riches of His grace which He lavished on us.” — EPHESIANS 1:7-8

 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has  
 eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.” 
 — JOHN 5:24
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 Jesus offers the remedy for us and reverses the curses:

 1. Gives eternal life
 2. No judgment
 3. Pass from death to life

 He makes it possible by His death on the cross (His substitution for us) that we can live for  
 eternity with Him. Heaven will be the return to the Edenic state, not to the previous place, 
 but a newly created eternal state — a new Heaven where we will dwell with Him for eternity  
 in restored fellowship. We will be resurrected with eternal bodies that will never again be  
 touched by sin or its consequences. The judgment for our sin, that we were due, has been  
 removed.

5. CONFESSION of FAITH

 Each person is accountable before God for this decision. No one can make it for another  
 person. You won’t be able to do it for your children. 

 In salvation,

 1.  We are saved from the                                   OF SIN – JUSTIFICATION (at point of conversion)

 2.  We are saved from the                                   OF SIN – SANCTIFICATION (currently ongoing)

 3.  We are saved from the                                   OF SIN – GLORIFICATION (future in eternity)

 Jesus had power over sin and death because He demonstrated it through His resurrection.  
 Therefore, we live with the certain hope that what He accomplished in redeeming us, He will  
 be faithful to complete His plan to restore us to eternal life with Him. 

 A Quick Review

 So, we had a terrible problem inherited from Adam, and the situation would have been  
 hopeless had God not revealed His plan of redemption back in Genesis 3. Jesus came to  
 earth, died on the cross as a substitution for each of us. He overcame the power of sin and  
 death in His resurrection and offers us salvation by His grace. We don’t deserve it, we can’t  
 earn it; we’ve earned the opposite — death, judgment, and eternal separation from God. 

 However, many people have heard the good news and yet do not respond. 

 “That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God
 raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting 
 in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.” — ROMANS 10:9-10

 We are not automatically saved because we hear the words. We must act on what we  
 believe and what we profess to be true. “Yes, Lord, I agree with You, You are right. I need 
 You to rescue me.” This is your confession of faith.  

                                               means we move in a new direction. We turn away from the old and 
 live for Christ.   

 If we don’t see our need for forgiveness, we won't see our need for a Savior. In other words, if  
 we do not comprehend our dilemma, the really bad news, we cannot see our need for a 
 Savior, the really good news. 
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6. OUR PERSONAL RESPONSE to the GOSPEL

 Sometimes we hear the good news of the Gospel and we get used to it. We don’t really think  
 about what it took for God to send His own Son to die for us. 

 “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also  
 with Him freely give us all things?” — ROMANS 8:32

 God did not spare His own Son. His only Son. He allowed Him to be delivered over to hostile,  
 sinful people, and He would die a horrible death so that they could be saved from their sins.  
 He was taken illegally at night, underwent multiple illegal trials and the Bible tells us that  
 God delivered Him up for our sakes. 

 Only Jesus could pay the price because He was sinless. If there was any other way, would  
 God have allowed this high price to be paid? 

 Jesus in my place. Instead of me, instead of my son, instead of you, instead of your child, Jesus. 

A NOTE FROM BETSY

 Hey Mama,

 I have chosen to subtitle each lesson beginning with, “A godly mother….”? To use the term  
 “godly” does not imply self-righteousness or anything in and of ourselves. It is a recognition 
  that it is God who makes it possible for us to do this. We do not have the capacity within  
 ourselves to accomplish what the Word commands. It is the Lord working through us that  
 gives us strength. These words are a call to commit ourselves to God to enable us to honor  
 Him in our families. 

 We are not worthy of this title apart from the Lord, but this reality should not discourage us.  
 We have to remember that God is working with us in our sanctification. It takes both parts to  
 function optimally so that we can grow in Christlikeness. It is our abiding connection to Him  
 that grows us in godliness. And when we walk with Him we become more godly because we  
 become more like Him. 

 We know He is faithfully doing His work; let us be faithful in ours as well!

 BetsyBetsy 
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 Lesson 1 Fill-In Answer Key:

 entrusted, informs, tested, mankind, spiritually, Marriage, responsibility, cornerstone,
 biggest, force, relationship, PENALTY, POWER, PRESENCE, repentance
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LESSON 1 /  OUR FOUNDATION:  FAITH in JESUS

SCRIPTURE MEMORY TIME

 Recite: Ps. 127:1

 Review: Titus 2:3-5 

 Helpful Hint: In order to get through the verses each week in an expedient manner, have each  
 person recite the current week’s verse and review one previous week’s verse. You may do this  
 by having them select a piece of paper or popsicle stick with a reference on each.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 You probably won’t have time for all these questions. Choose the ones you would most like to discuss.  
 However in this lesson, be sure to discuss question 1.

 1. Do you remember a point in time when you were spiritually born? Are you certain?  
  Why or why not?

 2. What does it mean to say that God created the universe ex nihilo? How does that impact  
  your thinking / your life? What are the implications when God is removed from the
  Creation Equation?

 3. What three things are emphasized about God’s divine design in Genesis 1:27? 
  Why is each of these three truths so important? Choose one and discuss how it impacts  
  your worldview.

 4.  Adam and Eve believed God was withholding something good. We often fall into that  
  deception. Is there something in your life that God has withheld, that is preventing you  
  from being content?

  5. God institutes marriage in Genesis 2:24. Does knowing that it is His idea and His design  
  change how you view your marriage in any way? Explain.

 6. Why does Adam’s sin impact us all and how does it impact us individually?

 7. What can we do to earn our salvation? 

 8. Define	grace.

PRAYER FOCUS

 1.  Pray our hearts are right before the Lord so that we can lead our kids to Him.

 2.  Pray for the salvation of family members. 

 3.  Pray that we are content with what the Lord has provided.

 4.  Thank God for His indescribable gift to you.

Small Group TimeSmall Group Time

Scripture Memory Code:  U T L B T H, T L I V W B I; U T L G T C, T W K A I V.
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 Scripture Memory Code:  Y, H, C I T T Y H L A B C O, K F W Y H L T.

Ideal meets RealIdeal meets Real

Okay, Mama...Okay, Mama...                                      NOW IT‘S YOUR TURN

Scripture Memory Scripture Memory F O R  L E S S O N  2   
 “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of,
 knowing from whom you have learned them.” — 2  T IMOTHY 3:14

       List any Aha! moments, new ideas, or something I never realized before.

   			 	 Which	Scripture	impacted	me	most?	What	is	my	response/application	for this	verse?

       Make a statement of conviction or confession.

   				 	 What	practical	step	do	I	feel	called	to	act	upon	now? 

        In addition to the Homefront Application, as I process and pray through today’s lesson,  
         is there anything else I want to discuss with my husband?
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Homefront ApplicationHomefront Application

LESSON 1 /  OUR FOUNDATION:  FAITH in JESUS

 Be committed to discussing the Homefront Applications. Open communication between  
 husband and wife is key. Work together as a team and apply the truths you are learning. 
 Applications are how we obey what we know, so they are vital to this study.

 Make it special or keep it simple  — 

 1.  Study “The Gospel” sections (beginning on page 1.5) from this lesson together. If you   
  would like to see a gospel illustration entitled The Bridge, go to the Entrusted with a Child’s  
  Heart website, www.ewach.com. Under the Podcasts and Media tab, watch Episode 1 -  
  Introduction to the Bible and the Gospel Message. 

 2.  Explain the meaning of Psalm 127:1 to each other and what it means to build our families 
  in vain. How are you working on depending upon the Lord to build and guard your family?

 3.  If you have not committed your life to Christ, is now the time? Build the foundation of your 
  family with the critical steps of humility, repentance, confession, and belief. Mark your  
  Bible and date this milestone as a memorial of your new life in Christ. If you are already a  
  Christian, share your testimonies with one another — even if you’ve already done so.

 4.  What does each of you see as the greatest need in your family today? Do you agree that  
  this is your greatest need? Record it below.

just be intentionalkk!

HOMEFRONT DISCUSSION NOTES

“Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, 
the watchman keeps awake in vain.” — PSALM 127:1
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            Ding, ding, ding!  Extra Credit

HOMEFRONT DECLARATION

 Summarize a conviction from your discussion together that you plan to implement in 
 your home. For example, ”We are seeking to build our family with God‘s guidance and with  
 the ultimate motive to raise children who love and serve the Lord.“ 

 HUSBAND'S SIGNATURE                                                                                       DATE

 WIFE'S SIGNATURE                                                                                                           DATE

 Close in prayer kktogether.   together.   



LESSON 1 /  OUR FOUNDATION:  FAITH in JESUS

 Here are some unique examples of houses from around the world. Discuss them with your  
 family. What makes them unique? Which one do you believe is the safest and most secure?  
 Which is your personal favorite? What would life be like living in each of these homes.

 Talk about how your home is built - the foundation, the structure,  
 the components. Now relate that to building your household.  

 “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts 
 on them, will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
 And the rain fell and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
 slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been 
 founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of 
 Mine, and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who 
 built his house on the sand. And the rain fell and the floods came, 
 and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell —
 and its collapse was great.”  — MATTHEW 7:24-27

 “Unless the Lord builds the house, they who build it labor in vain; unless the Lord guards the
 city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”  — PSALM 127:1

 How does Matthew 7:24-27 relate to Psalm 127:1?

 Consider how you are “building your home (household).”

Family ActivityFamily Activity

Solvay Hut, SwitzerlandVertiginous Cliff House, Australia

Ellidaey Island, Iceland Just Room Enough Island, New York

Khao Phing Kan, 
Thailand
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