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GOVT 6241 
American Political Economy in Comparative Perspective 
Spring 2022 
 
Professor Isabel M. Perera 
isabel.m.perera@cornell.edu  
 
Class Time: Tuesday, 1:30 PM – 4:30 PM  
Class Location: McGraw Hall 366 [or on Zoom, following university policy] 
Office Hours: https://isabelmperera.youcanbook.me 
 
Overview: 
This course examines key features of the American political economy (APE) in comparative 
perspective. The increased academic attention to this subject allows us to investigate, moreover, 
why and how new research areas emerge in the discipline. We will review core literature in 
comparative political economy (CPE), situate the U.S. case within it, and highlight its distinctive 
aspects. In doing so, we consider a range of topics, such as labor markets, finance, taxation, 
social policy, and the role of corporate and other affluent interests – and their impact on 
substantive outcomes like inequality and economic performance. A central goal is to identify 
promising avenues for further research.  
 
The course proceeds in two parts. In Part I, we explore three areas of the American political 
economy that Hacker et al (2020) argue make it different from that of other affluent 
democracies: the role of organized economic interests, the fragmented and territorial nature of 
the American polity, and the persistent presence of racial division and conflict. We examine each 
area in two-week segments, reviewing first the comparative political economy literature on that 
topic and then assessing its relevance to the U.S. case. Our goals are to identify areas of 
agreement, tension, and fruitful future research. In Part II, we explore special topics of enduring 
and/or emerging relevance to the American political economy, drawing on research from 
multiple subfields and approaches. Here, too, we will analyze how these approaches can inform 
each other, and with what significance for the study of APE.  
 
All required readings are on Canvas, though you may find it helpful to obtain some books in hard 
copy (e.g., purchased online, borrowed from the Cornell library or Borrow Direct, etc). You can 
identify these books by searching for the following symbol in this document: [*]. For tips on 
how to read efficiently, see this document on the "Classic Five." 
 
Course Canvas page: 
This platform will be our central meeting point. You will access the readings, share preparatory 
work, submit assignments, and much more from here: 
 
https://canvas.cornell.edu/courses/38652 
 
Assessment:  
Your final grade will be calculated on the basis of your scores in the following categories: 

• Class participation, discussion leadership, and four best commentaries: 50%  
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• Cornell School of APE/ Mini job talk presentation: 25% 
• Final (Q-style) exam: 25%  
  

Class participation:  
Active, vocal, and respectful seminar participation is a necessary step toward achieving our 
course goals. 
 
Discussion leadership:  
To help you practice a core pedagogical technique, you will introduce the required readings and 
lead two class discussions (sometimes with a partner, depending on the size of the class). In 
general, you will begin by briefly addressing the main topics and arguments presented in the 
readings (5-10 minutes). Note that this introduction is not a summary of the readings, but rather 
an overview of how they relate to each other and how they contest or extend the other literature 
explored in this course. We then will discuss them more deeply as a class, led by you. Please 
sign up for your two dates here by 1/28. 
 
Commentaries: 
To help you master the material in the course and prepare for class, you will write five 
commentaries on the weekly readings (of which the highest four scores will be recorded). These 
very short essays (500-800 words) are a space for you to 1) explore and/or criticize a particular 
aspect of the readings 2) raise issues for further discussion in seminar, and/or 3) identify gaps in 
the literature and potential areas for future research. Please post your commentary to the 
weekly Canvas discussion board the day before class (i.e., Monday). Doing so will allow 
others to read the commentaries in advance (late commentaries hence cannot be accepted), as 
well as contribute to a shared repository of exam study guides.  
 
“Cornell School of APE” presentation 
Although the “APE” term is a relatively new one, the Cornell Government Department in fact 
has a long tradition of researching this topic, often in comparative perspective. To learn more 
about this tradition, situate our department in the development and emergence of the APE 
subfield, and practice how to both deliver and engage with oral presentations in political science, 
we will begin each week with short presentation of a key work by a current or previous member 
of the faculty. These presentations will simulate a mini job talk. In other words, the presenter 
will discuss the work as it if were their own, elaborating on its importance to the discipline and 
justifying the research decisions made (15-20 minutes). In response, the class will practice 
asking questions about the work (an art unto itself, 10-20 minutes). We will close with an 
opportunity to provide the presenter with feedback and debrief on successful presentation and 
Q&A strategies (10-20 minutes). Where possible and/or applicable, I also will invite the work’s 
author to class that day to help us better understand it and its relationship to the APE field  
Please sign up for your author/work and presentation date here by 1/28. 
 
Q-style final exam 
Since all prospective doctoral candidates in the department must pass a qualifying field exam (Q 
exam), the final exam for this class is an opportunity to practice that process. It will simulate the 
field exams in American and Comparative Politics, though with an exclusive focus on the topics 
and authors covered in this course.  The exam will consist of two essay questions, released on 
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Sunday, May 8 and due on Tuesday, May 10 (our last class meeting, cancelled to give you extra 
time to write the exam). Students who have passed the Q-stage of the doctoral program may 
consult with me about completing an alternative assessment in lieu of the final exam.  
 
University policies:  
This course respects and upholds University policies and regulations pertaining to the 
observation of religious holidays; accommodations for students with disabilities; plagiarism; 
sexual harassment; and racial or ethnic discrimination.  
 
Course calendar: 
Week 1, 1/25: Course introduction  

- Hacker, Hertel-Fernandez, Pierson, and Thelen, “Introduction,” in The American 
Political Economy: Politics, Markets, Power (hereafter, APE), 2021  [*] 

- Hall and Soskice, “An Introduction to Varieties of Capitalism,” in Debating Varieties of 
Capitalism, 2009 

- Blyth, “Same as it never was: temporality and typology in the varieties of capitalism,”  in 
Comparative European Politics, 2003 

- For a list of other introductory texts that you might like to consult while taking this 
course, please see this document.  
   

*Reminder: Discussion leadership and Cornell School presentation sign-up deadline (1/28)* 
 

Part I: The APE Triad in Comparative Perspective 
 
Week 2, 2/1: Organized Interests – CPE  

- Swenson, “Bringing Capital Back In or Social Democracy Reconsidered,” in World 
Politics, 1991  

- Korpi,  “Power resources and employer-centered approaches in explanations of welfare 
states and varieties of capitalism: Protagonists, consenters, and antagonists,” in World 
Politics, 2006  

- Thelen and Busemeyer, “Institutional Sources of Business Power,” in World Politics 
2020 

- Gourevitch and Shinn, Political Power and Corporate Control, 2007, Chapter 1 (optional 
further reading: Chapter 7, if interested in the U.S. application)  

 
Week 3, 2/8: Organized Interests – APE 
Class guest: Richard Bensel, Gary S. Davis Professor of Government  
 

- Salisbury. “Why No Corporatism in America?” in Trends Towards Corporatist 
Intermediation, 1979. 

- Bensel, The Political Economy of American Industrialization, 2000, Chapters 1 and 4 [*] 
(Suggested, for background: Preface) 

- Kelly and Morgan, “Hurdles to Shared Prosperity, in APE, 2021 
- Rahman and Thelen, “The Role of the Law in the American Political Economy,” in APE, 

2021 
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Week 4, 2/15, Territoriality – CPE 
- Beramendi, The Political Geography of Inequality, 2012, Chapters 1-3, and 5 [*] 
- Rodden, “Comparative Federalism and Decentralization: On Meaning and Measurement” 

in Comparative Political Studies, 2004 
 

Week 5, 2/22: Territoriality – APE 
- Logan and Molotoch, Urban Fortunes: The Political Economy of Place, 1987, Chapter 3 
- Weir and King, “Redistribution and the Politics of Spatial Inequality in America” in Who 

Gets What?, 2021  
- Ansell and Gingrich, “Concentration and Commodification: The Political Economy of 

Post-Industrialism in America and Beyond,” in APE, 2021.  
- Grumbach, Hacker, and Pierson, “The Political Economies of Red States” in APE, 2021 
- Ogorzalek, “The City Re-Centered?” in APE, 2021 

 
Week 6, 3/1: No class (February Break)   
 
Week 7, 3/8: Race – CPE 

- Lieberman, Race and Regionalism, 2003, Chapters 1, 3, and 4 (optional reference: 2) [*]  
- Anthony Marx, “Race-Making and the Nation-State,” World Politics, 1996 

 
Week 8, 3/15: Race – APE 

- Trounstine, “The Production of Local Inequality: Race, Class, and Land Use in American 
Cities,” in APE, 2021 

- Thurston, “Racial Inequality, Market Inequality, and the American Political Economy,” 
in APE, 2021 

- Johnson, “The Color Line and the State: Race and American Political Development,” in the 
Oxford Handbook of American Political Development, 2016 

- Dawson and Ming Francis, “Black Politics and the Neoliberal Racial Order,” in Public 
Culture, 2016  

- Robinson, Black Marxism: The Making of the Black Radical Tradition, 1983/2000, 
Introduction and Chapter 1 [*] 
 

Week 9, 3/22: Book-length studies on the American political economy – CPE/APE 
As we become more familiar with the substantive contours of APE and its relationship to CPE, 
we can think more concretely about how scholars from each field develop book-length research 
projects on a similar subject. Today, and in preparation for our topically-focused second part of 
the course, we examine research on labor markets and politics. We will read a text by a central 
CPE scholar alongside that of an emerging APE scholar (and former Cornellian).   
 
Please read the introductions and conclusions of the two books below to get a sense of each 
study’s approach, research design, and main argument. Although we will focus our conversations 
on those chapters, you may also find it helpful to skim the empirical chapters to fill in any gaps 
in your understanding.  

- Thelen, Varieties of Liberalization and the New Politics of Social Solidarity, 2014 [*] 
- Walker, Divided Unions: The Wagner Act, Federalism, and Organized Labor, 2020  [*] 
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Part II: Enduring and Emerging Topics in APE 
 
WEEK 10, 3/29: Inequality -- Welfare Transfers & Services  

- Lynch, “A Cross-National Perspective on the American Welfare State,” in the Oxford 
Handbook of U.S. Social Policy, 2014  
o Those unfamiliar with Esping-Andersen’s “Three Worlds of Welfare” may find it 

helpful to consult: Bowman. Capitalisms Compared: Welfare, Work, and Business, 
2014, pp. 8-20 

- Hacker, The Divided Welfare State: The Battle Over Public and Private Social Benefits in 
the United States, 2002, Introduction and Chapter 1. [*] 

- Barnes “Public Investment in the Knowledge Economy,” in APE, 2021  
- Mettler, Degrees of Inequality: How the Politics of Higher Education Sabotaged the 

American Dream, 2014, Introduction and Chapter 1 [*] 

Week 11, 4/5: No Class [Spring Break] 
 
Week 12, 4/12: Finance -- Banking and Credit  

- Woll, The Power of Inaction: Bank Bailouts in Comparison, 2014, Chapters 1 and 5 
(optional reference: 2 and 3) [*] 

- Jacobs and King, Fed Power: How Finance Wins, 2016, Chapters 1 and 3 
- Ahlquist and Ansell, “Taking Credit: Redistribution and Borrowing in an Age of 

Economic Polarization,” in World Politics, 2017 
- Thurston, At the Boundaries of Homeownership: Credit, Discrimination, and the 

American State, 2018, Chapter 1   
 
Week 13, 4/19: Coercion -- The Military & Carceral States  

- Cappella Zielinksi, How States Pay for Wars, 2016, Chapters 1 and 3 
- Sparrow, “Limited Wars and the Attenuation of the State: Soldiers, Money, and Political 

Communication in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam,” Shaped by War and Trade: 
International Influence on American Political Development, 2002 

- Gottschalk, The Prison and the Gallows: The Politics of Mass Incarceration in America, 
2006, Chapters 1 and 2 [*] 

- Soss and Weaver, “Police are Our Government: Politics, Political Science, and the 
Policing of Race-Class Subjugated Communities,” in the Annual Review of Political 
Science, 2017   

 
Week 14, 4/26: Global Markets, Immigration, & Nativism   

- Dancygier and Walter, “Globalization, Labor Market Risks, and Class Cleavages,” in The 
Politics of Advanced Capitalism, 2015 

- Tichenor, Dividing Lines: The Politics of Immigration Control in America, 2002, 
Chapters 1 and 2 [*] 

- Kitschelt and Rehm, 2019. “Secular Partisan Realignment in the United States: The 
Socioeconomic Reconfiguration of White Partisan Support Since the New Deal Era,” in 
Politics and Society, 2019 

- Cavaillé, Gidron, and Hall, “Trumpism as a Transatlantic Phenomenon,” in The 
American Prospect, 2016  
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- Suggested supplement: Sanders, “The Meaning, Causes, and Possible Results of the 2016 
Presidential Election,” in The Forum, 2017 

 
Week 15, 5/3: The Growth Model Approach?   
As the political-economic research agenda develops and evolves in the subfield of American 
politics, so too does it in comparative politics. To cap off the course, we explore the emerging 
“growth model” perspective in CPE, asking whether and how it might be relevant to its 
contemporaneous advances in APE.  

- Baccaro and Pontusson “Rethinking Comparative Political Economy: The Growth Model 
Perspective,” in Politics & Society, 2016 

- Hassel and Palier, “Tracking the Transformation of Growth Regimes in Advanced 
Capitalist Economies,” in Growth and Welfare in Advanced Capitalist Economies, 2021 
[*] 

- Picot, “Cross-National Variation in Growth Models: Three Sources of Extra Demand,” in 
Growth and Welfare in Advanced Capitalist Economies, 2021 

- Reisenbichler, “Housing Finance Between Social Welfare and Growth Strategies,” in 
Growth and Welfare in Advanced Capitalist Economies, 2021 

- Optional: Bensel, Sectionalism and American Political Development, 1984, Chapter 1 
 

Week 16, 5/10: No class [Q-style exam due] 


