
• Consider potentially dangerous effects on electricity reliability as dispatchable fossil resources 
retire at unprecedented rates and get replaced by variable resources like wind and solar that can’t 
be counted on to always be there when needed:

 - Independent grid monitors (MISO & NERC) issued reliability warnings this past summer based 
on potential generation shortfalls in the Midwest.

 - MISO declared a maximum generation emergency event on Dec. 23, 2022, due to forced 
generation outages and higher than forecasted demand. 
   

• Recognize that electricity costs are already rising as we overhaul a huge, complex electric system 
to facilitate the clean energy transition, and forcing premature resource decisions through 
mandates will likely drive costs up even more. 

• Recognize that decarbonization of Minnesota’s electric utility sector is already well underway 
with enormous progress made and more progress coming: 
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- 65% coal generation 2005 → 26% today →  
   <5% projected for 2035

2005 2022 2035
-  5% renewable generation 2005 → 30% today →  
    50% projected for 2035

•  Enabled by natural gas (NG) generation
•  NG generation:  5% in 2005 → 20% today →  
   25% projected for 2035 

- No other state has reduced electric sector carbon
 dioxide emissions more successfully than Minnesota.
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• Recognize the critical role of dispatchable generation resources (e.g., natural gas) remaining 
available to keep the electric system dependable during periods of extreme weather and low 
renewable energy output.  

• Recognize that applying mandates to non-Minnesota generation facilities raises constitutional/legal 
issues, which could result in costly litigation that ultimately frustrates the policy aims of the legislation. 

 • Don’t enact overly prescriptive or ill-conceived mandates that would unnecessarily jeopardize 
reliability, increase costs, and result in costly regulatory or legal proceedings, when the clean 
energy transition is already accomplishing so much.
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• Eliminate the separate renewable energy mandate, which unnecessarily complicates the 
overarching goal of reducing power-supply carbon dioxide emissions.  

• Eliminate 2030 & 2035 Compliance Milestones, which are unnecessary and could force premature, 
costly resource decisions before more effective and economical technologies are commercially 
viable to meet the ultimate 100% objective.  Eliminating these milestones would: 

 - Promote rational, cost-effective resource decisions;
 - Reduce the need for protracted, contested, and costly “offramp” proceedings;  
 - Keep the focus squarely on the 100% objective with flexibility for each utility to pursue that 

objective in a manner and increments that maximize the utility’s chances of success and make 
the most technical/economic sense for that utility’s customers. 

• Exclude gas resources with limited capacity factors (“peakers”) from the generation facilities 
used to determine compliance with the 100% mandate.  

• Exclude non-Minnesota generation in determining compliance for those utilities whose carbon-
emitting resources are located entirely outside Minnesota. This exemption would:  

 - Avoid jurisdictional disputes and court challenges that could jeopardize the legislation’s 
sustainability; and

 - Have a de minimis carbon impact since only a very small percentage of utility carbon dioxide 
emissions associated with electricity sold in Minnesota comes from the utilities that currently rely 
entirely on out-of-state generation.  

• Put cooperative boards in the role of balancing reliability and affordability in the event meeting 
deadlines would put them at risk. The bill currently relies on state regulators to do that for all 
utilities, which is not appropriate for cooperatives, who rely on locally elected governing boards to 
balance these concerns. 

• Include all carbon-reduction resources/technology (“All Tech On Deck”): 
 - Lift nuclear moratorium to allow small modular nuclear as a possible option.
 - Allow carbon-free technology to include generation facilities with carbon capture technology 
designed to remove at least 75% of their carbon dioxide emissions.
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Contact Director of Government Affairs 
Jenny Glumack with questions.

jenny@mrea.org | c: 651-395-1731

The Minnesota Rural Electric Association (MREA) is a nonprofit trade association serving Minnesota’s electric 
cooperatives. MREA provides legislative and regulatory representation, director and employee education programs, 
technical training for electric cooperative line workers, and serves as the focal point for cooperation among cooperatives. 
Minnesota’s 44 distribution cooperatives serve about 1.7 million Minnesotans in all 87 counties and operate the largest 
distribution network in the state with more than 135,000 miles of electric lines.
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