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Quite often in our society, the norm is to celebrate the elite, the academic 
heavyweights, the A students. Why not? After all, they roll up their sleeves 
to do the work. They make good use of the resources available to them. 
They are self-driven and are most often very pleasant children to work with. 

Without our knowledge, the ones struggling academically are marginalized. 
Their esteem is trampled on. They are silenced and thrown to a corner to 
“fi gure it out” for themselves ... all this while watching the “sharp ones” be 
praised and cheered on.

Geo� rey came to the safehouse at a very low moment in his academics. He 
was in the fi fth grade and could barely read or speak Swahili, the national 
language. Yet, he was a sweet soul. When spoken to, he would whisper 
to only one person. He was too shy to speak to two people at a time. As a 
young boy, he had been traumatized by all the judges around him.

As if that was not enough, he had a younger brother who has been nicknamed 
“pastor.” His brother gets good grades, is often well-dressed, neat, eloquent, 
and is very disciplined. Indeed, Geo� rey’s brother is a pleasant child.

Geo� rey found refuge in “lying” that he had hearing problems. Today, he 
confesses this was because he had di�  culty understanding Swahili.  So, he 
needed time to translate and fi gure out what certain words meant. It was 
embarrassing for him to confess his di�  culty to understand and speak Swa-
hili, because who at eleven years old isn’t able to speak Swahili? (His fi rst 
language is his tribal language, as it is for all Kenyans. The second and third 
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languages learned are Swahili and English. School is almost exclusively in 
these two languages.)

His lie temporarily worked for him. Thinking he had hearing issues, we 
would move close to him to talk to him. If the response wasn’t what was 
expected, then we all knew it was his “hearing problems.” 

We had to do something if he was to continue schooling. His academic level 
was very poor. As a sta� , we decided it was best to take him for an assess-
ment to exactly place a fi nger on a course of action. 

The learning specialists confi rmed that he had no disabilities but was a slow 
learner. The remedy given was that he was to spend most of his class time 
in kindergarten so that he would learn the basics - vowels, sounds, and 
reading. Of course, that did not sit very well with him. So, we incorporated 
counseling and lots of love and a�  rmation because he was emotionally 
crippled. The journey began. 

It was tough because he was an eleven-year-old in the midst of 4-5 year 
olds. Geo� rey stayed put, and sooner rather than later he began to read. 
Just learning to read a sentence in English threw him “over the moon.” The 
introverted, cold, gloomy boy morphed gradually into a happy, confi dent boy.

Left to Right: Geo� ery, David, Randy, Lewis, Ezekiel

Today, he is a “stand up” comedian in his own right. He lights up any group. 
A chance was given to him, and he reconstructed his damaged, bruised, 
and broken self.

Even if he packed and went back to the village today, he is more than a 
success story!



In November of 2021, we were approached by the leadership of the 
children’s home asking for a vehicle to get to school and back to the home 
every day. After much discussion by our board, it was decided to raise the 
necessary funds for a gently used passenger van (or small bus). 

The daily rigors of fi nding reliable transportation to and from school for ev-
ery student would be alleviated with the purchase of a van. It would ensure 
that the children reached their respective school destinations on a timely 
manner each school day. 

As of this writing, we have raised a bit over $16,000 for this campaign, with 
our goal being $25,000. We know some of you have already given, and you 
are appreciated.

Let’s make this purchase a reality for your kids, the ones who we 
support in rural Kenya!

VAN FOR THE FAM—
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
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“It’s funny how, in this journey of life, even though we may begin at di� erent 
times and places, our paths cross with others so that we may share our 
love, compassion, observations, and hope. This is a design of God that I 
appreciate and cherish.”

SUMMER TOMATO 
JUBILEE PARTY

If you were going to have a party, who would you invite? The rich and famous, 
celebrities, rock stars, and superstar athletes are a popular choice.

However, I want a celebration with the good and the kind. Let’s party with 
everyday saints who have a shine. They’re the folks with twinkling eyes and 
smiles who radiate joy and have found some mysterious happiness in sharing 
their lives. Some know a silly joke or story and some can sing or dance, but they 
have a commonality. They are characterized by their warmth and an una� ected 
generosity towards others. Deep down inside them sits a gracious love.

Yup, I want to party with these folks and I did.

You will fi nd an envelope with this newsletter, or 
you can donate online at www.kenyamatters.org

$16,000
RAISED

$25,000
GOAL

SCAN TO DONATE

Email HELLO@KENYAMATTERS.ORG to 
connect and be added to our mailing list.

One August summer night, Randy & Kathy Buist hosted a garden party to  
celebrate Kenya Matters. We had food and conversation. We listened to 
music (courtesy of Drew Nelson) and ate tomatoes (courtesy of Heirloom 
Tomatoes-KenyaMatters). A potluck table of tasty o� erings was accompanied 
by bratwurst and chili dogs.

The weather was remarkable and the evening was fantabulous. By evening’s 
end, many new friends had been made. I’m sorry if you missed the event, 
but glad I did not. Thanks for hosting Randy and Kathy!
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