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A new energy-sector in-
dustrial facility, located on the 
other side of the McAdoo Wind 
Farm’s Cottonwood Substation 
from Argo Blockchain’s Helios 
plant, plans to break ground 
this fall at a ten-acre site that 
has already been secured.

Broad Reach Power, a Tex-
as-based firm headquartered 
in Houston, expects construc-
tion scheduled to begin this 
October, with a commercial 
operations date of October 
2023.

According to Greg Blue, 
vice-president of develop-

ment, Broad Reach Power has 
the largest operating fleet of 
Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tems (BESS) in Texas.

BESS developers represent 
what could be called the sec-
ond wave in the evolution of 
renewable energy which is a 
focus on energy storage, said 
Blue. Since 2020 more than 
two dozen companies have 
begun developing battery 
energy storage systems across 
the state.

Blue puts it this way: 
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FUMC NEW SUNDAY SERVICE TIME  The First United Methodist Church of Spur will be changing 
their Sunday morning worship time from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., beginning Sunday, July 17, 2022. The 
church has also scheduled the dedication of its newly renovated sanctuary for Sunday, August 14.

SOUTH PLAINS ELECTRIC COOPERAIVE ANNUAL MEETING for Spur districts 9 and 10 will be held 
Thurs., July 21, at the Spur High School cafeteria and auditorium, with dinner at 5 p.m., registration 
at 5:30, and meeting at 6. Call (806) 271-3311 for inforation.

THE BATMAN starring Robert Pattinson and Zoë Kravitz will be the July movie feature at Spur’s historic 
Palace Theater, 422 Burlington Ave., Friday, July 22. Admission is $5 for ages 12 and over. Box office 
and concessions open at 6:30; show time is 7 p.m.

KCBD-TV NEWS CHANNEL 11 will bring its 2022 Community Coverage Tour to Spur Tuesday, July 26, 
at Jones Stadium in Swenson Park. Residents can stay tuned to The Texas Spur for information on how 
to help clean up, prepare, and participate.

JAYTON POOL, 700 Madison St., is open for the summer 2022 season, with hours from Tuesday through 
Saturday 1 to 6 p.m. and Sunday 2 to 6 p.m. The last day of swimming will be August 14.  The Jayton 
Pool will be available for pool parties from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at 
a cost of $150. The facility will also be offering swimming 
lessons for ages 4 and up. For more information, contact 
Justin Gibson at (325) 665-7652. (NOTE: Call ahead for 
hours before arriving, as lifeguard shortages have prompted 
closures on some regularly scheduled days.)

Currency to currents: The rich 
history of money in Dickens County

BARBARA BRANNON  |  THE TEXAS SPUR

Whether we have a little 
of it or a lot, money is some-
thing those of us living in 
21st-century Texas are well ac-
customed to spending. As coin, 
currency, check, credit card, or, 
increasingly, the bits and bytes 
of digital transactions, we can 
quite literally count on it.

From 1909 to 1934, Spur 
National Bank of Spur, Texas, 
distributed $539,230 worth of 
U.S. currency printed with its 
own name on the front. These 
notes (as were all paper notes 
distributed by U.S. national 
banks during that period) were 
printed at the federal Bureau 
of Printing and Engraving in 
Washington, D.C. They were-
delivered to Spur’s vault in 
sheets, cut apart as needed, 
and individually signed in ink 
by the bank’s officers before 
being placed into circulation. 
They were backed by the bank’s 
credit and the guarantee of the 

U.S. Treasury. (See The Texas 
Spur for June 14, 2022, for more 
of this story.)

Today in Dickens County, 
money is being generated in 
the form of Bitcoin, under a 
very different system than what 
we’re used to calling “full faith 
and credit” of government-
backed legal tender.

What is “crypto,” and 
where did it come from?  The 
very term, with its roots in the  
Greek word for “hidden” or “se-
cret,” took on a completely new 
meaning in the 21st century.

Even the coined word 
“cryptocurrency” is shrouded 
in secrecy, though: it arrived on 
the scene in 2008 via a faceless 
creator and didn’t make it into 
the Merriam-Webster diction-
ary until 2018.

Here’s how a Time/NextAd-

KCBD-TV (NBC channel 11, 
Lubbock) will bring its 20th An-
nual Community Coverage tour 
to Spur Tuesday, July 26, 2022.

Plans have been in the 
works for some weeks, with 
the City of Spur working closely 
with KCBD staff on event, news 
and advertising fronts.

Each summer since 2002, 
KCBD has visited five different 
towns in the 23 counties they 
report on in their broadcast 
coverage. In 2017, the station 
brought their tour to Spur for 
the first time ever, and many 
folks recall it as one of the most 
enjoyable occasions in recent 
memory. The event was held 
on the football field at Spur’s 
Charles A. Jones Memorial 
Stadium.

Anchors Abner Euresti and 
Karin McCay, the longest serv-
ing local anchor team in the 
U.S. and now in their 42nd year 

at KCBD, will return for an eve-
ning of food, fun, games, prizes 
and news coverage. 

As in 2017, they will be 
joined by meterologist John 
Robison and sports anchor Pete 
Christy. 

The KCBD news team will 
broadcast their 6 and 10 p.m. 
newscasts live from Jones Sta-
dium and will interview key fig-
ures from the Dickens County 
area. Several Dickens County 
organizations and other spon-
sors will have booths at the 
event, and the public is invited 
to the live broadcast. Booths 
will be set up from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Free hot dogs, Pepsi and lawn 
games will be available. 

KCBD will also sponsor 
Beat Pete Bingo following each 
broadcast—an opportunity to 
beat sports director Pete Chris-
ty and win prizes.

NEW INDUSTRY IN DICKENS  Broad Reach Power, a Texas-based company, 
will be opening a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) facility near the 
Cottonwood Substation, similar to the one shown here that they currently 
operate in Bee Cave, Texas.  |  COURTESY PHOTO

THE LONGEST-RUNNING ANCHOR TEAM in U.S. news returns to Spur 
July 26, broadcasting live from Jones Stadium.  |  COURTESY ART

KCBD to make news in Spur July 26

KAY ELLINGTON   |  THE TEXAS SPUR

KAY ELLINGTON   |  THE TEXAS SPUR

Broad Reach Power prepares for fall 
groundbreaking in Dickens

Spur names Burton new secondary principal

KAY ELLINGTON  |  THE TEXAS SPUR

David Burton, an adminis-
trator with Pecos High School, 
was approved last week in a 
special called board meeting of 
Spur ISD to be the new second-
ary principal for Spur schools.

Burton brings 19 years of 
experience in education to 
Spur. Of those, 17 have been 
in the classroom as a busi-
ness, math and social studies 
teacher. He began his career 
in Anton, and other stops in 
education have been Lorenzo, 
Lubbock Cooper, Tahoka and 
Pecos where he was assistant 
high school principal. 

He has been in numerous 

settings in education. He has 
taught in schools in Russia, 
Ukraine and Greece while do-
ing mission work in years past. 

Burton and his wife, Sa-
mantha —with whom he will 
celebrate 30 years of marriage 
this August—have two grown 
children. The elder is a speech 
pathologist near San Antonio, 
while the younger will be the 
RN nurse at Ralls ISD this aca-
demic year. Burton’s wife is an 
educator as well. 

Burton grew up in Cisco, 
Texas, and graduated from 

NEW PRINCIPAL  David Burton, shown here with his wife, Samantha, has 

been named the new secondary principal for Spur schools. He comes 

to Spur from Pecos High School, where he was an assistant principal.  |  

COURTESY PHOTO

CRYPTO COMMENTS At the Consensus 2022 conference June 9, Argo 
Blockchain CEO Peter Wall discussed the impact of the recent bear market 
on crypto miners. Wall told Coindesk that Argo is “really honestly focused on 
the long term,” with its mining facility in Texas in addition to its facilities in 
Quebec. “There’s going to be a really interesting second half of the year,” he 
said. “The strong survive.”  |  COURTESY PHOTO
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visor article from April 2022, 
citing an industry expert, 
summed up the invention of 
cryptocurrency.

“The concept of Bitcoin 
was published in a white pa-
per written by an anonymous 
figure under the pseudonym 
Satoshi Nakamoto in 2008. No 
one knows the author’s true 
identity — or if it’s even a single 
person, rather than a group 
of people. The paper outlined 
how Bitcoin would work, and 
the currency officially launched 
on Jan. 3, 2009.”

A new currency.  Mon-
ey has long been considered 
valuable because it’s made 
of something scarce, like the 
gold in coins. When issued 
by a government—“fiat cur-
rency”—it also carries value 
in trade. We can buy gas and 
groceries with it, and collect 
our paychecks in it.

Satoshi proposed instead 
to create a system of mon-
ey that would be backed by 
encrypted, verifiable digital 
transactions—a crowdsourced 
blockchain—rather than any 
nation’s government. The key 
to this propopsed cryptocur-
rency was its strictly limited 
supply of 21 million Bitcoin, 
making cryptocurrency a truly 
scarce commodity—in a virtual 
world. 

Not all of those Bitcoin have 
yet been claimed, or “mined,” 
as the industry terms it. (Argo 
Blockchain CEO Peter Wall 
commented to the New York 
Times recently that “he wishes 
that miners were called some-
thing that sounded less extrac-
tive, like “validators.”)

Early adopters bought in 
with comparatively small in-
vestments. Many soon sold out; 
those who didn’t still hold the 
majority of crypto.

Investors and miners, from 
enthusiasts with a desktop 
computer to multinational 
corporations with warehouses 
full of high-powered machines 
dedicated to processing trans-
actions, have also experienced 
the market volatility that has 
come with the territory.

Crypto comes to Texas. 
Solving a hash puzzle (“crypto-
graphic hash function,” if you 
want to do a deep dive into the 
computer technology) to claim 
a Bitcoin or other crypto coin, 
is an energy-hungry process for 
large miners. 

And relatively cheap—and 
increasingly renewable—elec-
trical power is being produced 
in West Texas, right here in our 
back yards.

Argo Blockchain, which 
describes itself as “a world-
leading cryptocurrency miner,” 
spotted Dickens County as 
prime territory for tapping into 
renewable energy next door to 
the Invenergy wind farm in the 
community of McAdoo.

Though Argo’s arrival in 
October 2021 came as a surprise 
to many locals, the firm quick-
ly created a substantial pres-
ence. Through its fast-paced 
buildout of a 125,000-square 
foot, 200-megawatt mining 
plant and rapid hiring and 
staffing—as well as its pledge 
to underwrite a high-profile 
community service project in 

Spur—the company made an 
indelible impression.

Money, they signaled, was 
to be made in Dickens County. 
Lots of it.

Argo on the go. At a gala 
grand opening event May 3 to 
which government officials and 
the general public were invited, 
Argo showcased progress at its 
Helios plant in Dickens County. 
Visitors were permitted to tour 
outside and inside the facil-
ity and observe the computers 
immersed in its proprietary 
liquid-cooling system.

Banks of dedicated min-
ing machines were still being 
connected and tested out that 
morning.

But at dramatic moment 
toward the end of a high-energy 
multmedia presentation, Wall 
and other Argo executives 
mounted the dais to flip on a 
large power switch.

Mining, said Wall, was un-
der way before their eyes.

For the first time since Spur 
Security Bank’s federal reserve 
notes were discontinued in 
1934, residents might observe, 
money was being minted in 
their home county.

Crypto’s future. Recent 
weeks have been a roller coast-
er for the cryptocurrency in-
dustry worldwide, with the 
momentum largely downward. 
Some currencies have failed 
outright, and investors and the 
media are watching closely.

Insiders remind them that 
the enterprise has had wide 
swings from the start, and 
that finance is only one of the 
possible applications of block-
chain technology. Artificial 
intelligence applications and 
gaming are a couple others 
where the power of computing 
can be brought to bear.

Growing local industry. 
Miners have been quick to 
remind Texans that their busi-
ness is responsive to demands 
on the power grid during this 
summer’s intense heat wave, 
but that voluntary slowdowns 
in their activity are temporary.

Allied enterprises, such as 
wind and solar energy plants, 
“green” data centers, and high-
capacity battery storage, have 
continued to converge on Dick-
ens County and its neighboring 
counties. 

Argo reported in its most 
recent operational update, 
released in early July, that in 
June it mined “179 Bitcoin or 
Bitcoin Equivalents (together, 
BTC) compared to 124 BTC 
in May 2022. The increase in 
BTC mined is primarily due to 

an increase in total hashrate 
capacity and greater uptime at 
the Helios facility compared to 
the previous month.”

Based on daily foreign ex-
change rates and cryptocur-
rency prices during the month, 
the company reported, its min-
ing revenue amounted to $4.35 
million.

Dollars for Dickens. While 
most local enterprises still 
haven’t tooled up to incor-
porate crypto into everyday 
transactions, Coinbase ATM 
machines are available at All-
sup’s and Dollar General in 
Spur, where customers can 
exchange their dollars into 
crypto, or invest in it. 

The local chamber of com-
merce suggested in its plan-
ning earlier this year that 
Spur and Dickens County 
businesses begin offering pay-
ment options in crypto. In The 
Texas Spur’s own experience, 
this hasn’t been a simple pro-
cess; Coinbase wallets have 
multiple layers of identity 
verification that haven’t eas-
ily synced with our mix of 
LLC corporate ownership and 
privately owned cell phones, 
for one thing. 

Jeromy Rutledge of Spur 
Hardware said although the 
store isn’t yet accepting crypto, 
there are definite plans in the 
works.

(What’s your experience lo-
cally? We’d like to know—email 
us at spur@thetexasspur.com 
or message us on Facebook.)

The future of finance.  
Spur Security Bank, according 
to CEO Kevin Bass, has not yet 
entered the crypto space and 
plans to take its cue from bank-
ing regulators.

“The independent com-
munity bank is probably not 
wanting to be a leader as far 
as accepting crypto until we 
get a nod of agreement” from 
regulatory bodies such as the 
Federal Reserve and the Texas 
Department of Banking, Bass 
said in a recent interview with 
The Texas Spur. “When it does 
happen, a lot of banks will 
[make crypto services] avail-
able at same time.”

Bass said he was not op-
posed to cryptocurrency in 
general, and anticipates that 
a hybrid currency may eventu-
ally evolve.

“We are certainly support-
ive,” he said. “Whether it’s 
Bitcoin or Dogecoin or any 
other common crypto, or a 
basket of differernt cryptos or a 
hybrid between fiat and crypto, 
it’s going to look very different 
than it looks today.”

A R E A  N E W S

ALL-STAR WINNERS  Congratulations go to the West girls beating the East 74–30 in Saturday’s TSMCA All-Star 
basketball game. Recent graduates from the area playing in the game were Kinley Chandler of Patton Springs and 
Alana Croft of Jayton.  |  COURTESY PHOTO

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  Recently members of the Jayton-Girard Independent School District 
board of trustees attended the Texas Association of School Boards Summer Leadership Institute 
in Fort Worth. The Institute is designed to help train new school board members and to acquaint 
veteran members with new innovations and practices.  |  COURTESY PHOTO

JAYTON ALL-STARS  Three May 2022 graduates of JGISD represented Jayton one more time this past weekend at the 
Texas Six-man Coaches Association All-Star games. Alana Croft played basketball for the West All-Stars. Joel Williams 
played basketball for the West team on Saturday; Julian Segura played for the East football All-stars on Saturday 
night.  |  COURTESY PHOTO
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Jayton All-Stars

CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY  in the past meant a very different thing 
from today. Spur Security Bank keepsake, collection of Eric Swenson.  |  THE 
TEXAS SPUR

MINING MOMENT  At Argo Blockchain’s Helios facility in northern Dickens County, company leaders flipped the switch 
May 3 to begin generating cryptocurrency. Read more about the fascinating history of minting money locally in our 
previous week’s issue, June 14.  |  COURTESY PHOTO
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