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Our United Way/CHAD campaign starts:

          /        /
Join us on Facebook: @unitedwaylincoln
Join us on Twitter: @UnitedWayofLinc

POVERTY 
STINKS
Nearly 36,000 people in Lancaster County are living in poverty, 8,581 of whom 
are children. In fact, in Lincoln alone, 14.7% of children live at or below the 
poverty line. We know that the pandemic worsened the economic outlook for 
many in our community and the real numbers could be a lot worse. 

Now you know. Now you can’t ignore it. Now it’s time to act.
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DO YOU LIVE IN A 
SILENT BUT DEADLY 
NEIGHBORHOOD?
Life expectancy in Lincoln’s impoverished neighborhoods is on average 20 years
less when compared to other, higher-income neighborhoods. These same areas
see an increase in child obesity and a lack of educational attainment for many
adults. To make matters worse, this disproportionately affects residents of color.

Now you know. Now you can’t ignore it. Now it’s time to act.
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RELEASE THE  
PRESSURE OF  
MENTAL HEALTH
Mental health is an important component of overall well-being. Lincoln residents
say they experience 3 days of poor mental health per month, and on average, LPD
receives a call relating to suicide every day. This is especially worrisome as the 
pandemic has caused anxiety and mental health strain for so many in our community.

Now you know. Now you can’t ignore it. Now it’s time to act.
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POVERTY IS LEAVING 
A MARK ON OUR 
COMMUNITY
There are 7 neighborhoods in Lincoln gripped by extreme poverty, where 40% of its
residents live at or below the poverty line. At this concentrated level of poverty,
individuals begin facing cultural and social constraints that isolate them from
necessary opportunities for economic advancement.

Now you know. Now you can’t ignore it. Now it’s time to act.
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DID YOU BRING 
SOMETHING 
TO READ?
Students who do not read proficiently by third grade are four times more likely to 
drop out of school. In Lincoln, our students of color face enormous inequities in their 
educations. In third grade, the reading level of our Latinx students tends to be 10 
percentage points lower than their peers, and the reading level of our Black students 
tends to be 28 percentage points lower. 

Now you know. Now you can’t ignore it. Now it’s time to act.
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BREAK THE SEAL, 
AND THE CYCLE
Children who spend at least half their childhood in poverty are 90% less likely to
graduate with a diploma, which makes those students more likely to live in
poverty as adults. Let’s break the cycle.

Now you know. Now you can’t ignore it. Now it’s time to act.
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LET ONE GO, 
BUT NOT THIS ONE
In 2020, there were 1,785 domestic assaults reported in Lincoln.

Now you know. Now you can’t ignore it. Now it’s time to act.


