
 
 
 
Stable. Strong. Successful. Goal: Increase high school graduation rate to 90% by 2022 in 
LPS by expanding programs in the community that will reduce chronic absenteeism. 
 
Fundraising Goal: $100,000 in Campaign 2019 
 
History of Stable. Strong. Successful.:  

 Initiative came out of community meeting in November 2018 that was convened by 

United Way in partnership with LPS, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation, and 

Nebraska Department of Education to explore with community how we can reduce 

chronic absenteeism and increase graduation rates 

 Multiple themes came out of meeting, but the main take-aways were that there are 

programs the community wants and needs, like Community Response, that need to be 

expanded, and that to expand them more resources 

 Funds raised from Stable. Strong. Successful. will go to United Way partner agencies, to 

deliver Community Response, a program that works with families in their homes to 

address needs to prevent child neglect, which includes chronic absenteeism 

Statistics about chronic absenteeism:  

 Chronic absenteeism is when a student misses 18+ school days/year 

 Chronically absent kindergarteners and first graders are much less likely to be reading at 

grade level by third grade, making them 4 times more likely to drop out of high school.  

 5,000+ students in Lincoln Public Schools are chronically absent, and over 1,000 of 

those students are in elementary and middle school.  

Programs that will be supported by Stable. Strong. Successful.:  

 Community Response: a collaboration of multiple providers working with families in their 

homes to prevent child neglect (which school attendance gets wrapped into). Program 

involves coaching/case management over a period of 90 days and family can access 

flexible funds to address an immediate need or barrier (like car repairs, housing 

assistance, job training fees, etc.).  

 Behavioral health: provides school-based behavioral health therapy for students in 

Lincoln Public Schools 

Anticipated Outcomes from Initiative:  
Short-term:  

 Families increase Protective Factors, which measure families’ skills in dealing with 

stressful events and mitigating risk to families (measures six areas including thinks like 

parenting knowledge, access to concrete supports, and social connections). 

 Stabilization for families 

Long-term: 

 Reduce district-wide chronic absenteeism 

 Reduce entry of families/students into higher levels of systems of care, saving the 

community thousands of dollars for each child that is diverted away from the system 


