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Virginia Quilt Museum 

 
Collections Policy 

 
Mission Statement: 
 
The Virginia Quilt Museum exists to celebrate and nurture Virginia’s quilting heritage by 
collecting and preserving quilts from Virginia for the benefit of the public for educational 
purposes, to be accessible to them through regular exhibition and maintained for future 
generations. The museum focuses on the role and significance of quilts in social and 
cultural history and emphasizes the aesthetic value of quilting as an art form while 
facilitating research in the fields of history and art.   
 
Statement of Purpose: 
 
The Virginia Quilt Museum collections fulfill and further the mission of the Museum. 
The Museum will develop and exhibit a balanced collection of both studio art quilts and 
traditional quilts, historical and made in the present day. The Museum subscribes to the 
American Association of Museums’ guidelines of responsible levels of stewardship for 
all artifacts under the care of the Virginia Quilt Museum (VQM). The collections reflect 
the Museum’s dedication to both historical and contemporary quilts from across the 
entire commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
Statement of Authority: 
 
Acquisitions for the Museum will be suggested by the Curator and approved by the 
Collections Committee based on the Board approved criteria which follow below. In 
exceptional circumstances the Curator has the authority to accept quilts on behalf of the 
Collections Committee. If the museum does not have a curator, then the Director 
performs the functions of the Curator. The Board of Directors will be notified of any and 
all new acquisitions and de-accessions at the following Board of Directors meeting. 
Board approval for acquisitions is only necessary in those cases specifically noted below. 
 
Ethics: 
 
The Virginia Quilt Museum accepts and endorses all professional codes of ethics, 
especially those put forth by the American Association of Museums and the American 
Association for State and Local History. 
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Collections Categories: 
 
The Virginia Quilt Museum collections consist of quilts and related material culture 
which are associated with the history or the current field of quilting and which have been 
purchased, donated, or obtained through an exchange. The Museum subscribes to the 
standards and guidelines put forward by the AAM for the conservation, preservation, and 
storage of artifacts and provides the highest level of care appropriate to their collections. 
The collections are categorized as follows: 
 
 1. Permanent Collection: Items in the Permanent Collection will be identified by 
their VQM accession number and will be of high quality historical, aesthetic, or technical 
significance and reflect the Museum’s focus on quilts of Virginia and related items. 
These items will have a clear Virginia provenance or be strongly related to an important 
figure in Virginia history. This collection will be covered by insurance and have budgeted 
conservation funds. Access to this collection will be limited and require approval from 
the Collections Committee and/or the Curator/Director. Items in this collection may be 
used in exhibits, but these items remain within the museum unless loaned to other 
institutions meeting specific facility criteria. The Curator/Director will review individual 
requests.  
 
 2. Sewing Machine Collection: Items in the Sewing Machine Collection will be 
identified by their VQM accession number SM. This collection will include sewing 
machines in good repair significant to Virginia history or the history of the sewing 
machine. Preference will be given to machines in good working order and will be 
approved or rejected by the Sewing Machine Committee, a subcommittee of the 
Collections Committee. These items are currently not covered by insurance but should be 
considered for insurance coverage. This collection will also include the various ephemera 
associated with sewing machines, including, but not limited to, toolboxes, attachments, 
motors, etc. Curator/Director will have option for making a machine available for 
interactive exhibit.  
 
 3. Educational Collection: Quilts and related material culture in this collection 
will be identified by their VQM accession number E. These quilts may be de-accessioned 
from the Museum’s Permanent Collection and need not be insured.  The artifacts in this 
collection may be used for educational hands-on purposes, including loan to non-museum 
institutions for marketing, social events, or other purposes. 
 
 4. The General Ephemera Collection: Artifacts in this collection will be identified 
by their VQM accession number GE. They must contribute to the history and 
interpretation of the quilts in the VQM collections or to the history and interpretation of 
the Warren-Sipe House, a building of historical significance within the community of 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. These items may or may not be associated with the mission of the 
Virginia Quilt Museum; however, as a good steward of its home, VQM will provide for 
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the care of artifacts from the House. Any monetary resources put forth by the Museum 
towards these artifacts will be for exhibition only and not for conservation.  
 
Acquisitions: 
 
The Museum may acquire items through purchase, gift, or exchange, and such 
acquisitions are to be treated indistinguishably once in the collection. All acquisitions 
must first go through the Curator/Director, then be brought to the Collections Committee 
for approval necessary for the purchase of items. The Collections Committee will ensure 
that all acquisitions are necessary to improve the Museum’s collections and follow Board 
approved criteria. Absolute title to acquisitions must pass to the museum except in the 
following cases: 
 
 1. Objects loaned to the Museum by individuals or institutions do not imply 
transfer of title. The Museum will not accept objects on so-called “permanent loan.” 
 
 2. Objects acquired before the adoption of this document may not carry clear 
absolute title. The Museum will own outright and in perpetuity all of the artifacts 
currently in its possession unless the artifact and the documents supporting the Museum’s 
possession thereof indicate that the Museum’s title is less than absolute, or unless the 
Museum has de-accessioned the artifact according to the procedures established below. 
 
The terms of acquisitions will be as follows: 
 
 1. The Museum must receive legal title to all acquisitions and must not permit 
restrictions on future use or disposition of any item. 
 
 2. Items received in groups will be sorted prior to the accessioning procedure and 
assumption of absolute title by the Museum. Items that are determined by the Collection 
Committee not to be consistent with the Museum’s collection policy will be returned to 
the original owner or disposed of according to the de-accessioning policy below. 
 
 3. All items in the possession of the Museum but not yet accessioned, or for 
which satisfactory title has not yet passed to the Museum, are technically on loan to the 
Museum. The status of such artifacts is documented by a temporary loan receipt issued 
by the Curator/Director.  
 
 4. In cases of abandoned and orphaned items, the Museum will take steps to assert 
ownership and may dispose of them as it will after a period of twelve months. 
  
 5. Appraisals and values assigned to the Museum acquisitions, except for internal 
Museum purposes, must not originate from Museum personnel. 
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De-accessions: 
 
The de-accessioning process will cover the proper disposal of items in the Museum’s 
collections. Items to be de-accessioned by the Collections Committee must be owned 
outright by the Museum, and it must be determined by the Committee that the item does 
not fit into any of the above mentioned collections or has been made superfluous by 
another Museum acquisition, and this de-accessioning is approved by the 
Curator/Director. Board approval is necessary only on items or units (i.e., groupings of 
items with the same donor or maker) exceeding the value of $1000.  The Board will be 
notified at the following Board meeting. Items to be de-accessioned will be removed 
from the collections and disposed of by one of several means. Items can be sold or traded, 
donated to another non-profit institute, or physically destroyed. The method selected 
should best reflect the best interests of the Museum and the public for whom the Museum 
holds its collection in trust. Under no circumstances will the item be physically cut up to 
be sold for profit in pieces (e.g., Cutter Quilts). Items may be de-accessioned for the 
following reasons: 
 
 1. Item lacks integrity or is deteriorated beyond usefulness, and the cost of 
conservation is prohibitive. 
 
 2. Item is outside the scope of the Virginia Quilt Museum’s mission and 
collections policy and no longer meets our criteria for quilts in our collection. 
  
 3. Item duplicates a quilt in the VQM collection and/or exceeds the capacity of 
the VQM to conserve or store. 
 
 4.Item has a non-Virginia provenance and can be replaced by a Virginia quilt of 
equal or superior value. 
 
 5. Item may be determined to be fake or obtained through illegal means by the 
donor. 
  
 6. Item is lost or stolen from the VQM. 
 
Loans: 
 
All loans, whether incoming or outgoing, will be processed by means of the official Loan 
Agreement, which specifies the terms of the loan, the period of the loan, the value of the 
object(s), the condition of the object(s), and the purpose of the loan. The Museum will 
not loan or accept the loan of objects for unspecified purposes or periods of time; there 
will be no so-called “permanent loans.” 
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All outgoing loans from the Permanent, Sewing Machine, and General Ephemera 
collections must be approved by the Curator and the Director. Loans of the Education 
collection are at the discretion of the Curator. 
 
 
Terms of outgoing loans: 
 
 1. Loans from all collections should be for educational purposes, marketing, and 
other purposes for the benefit of the VQM.  
 
 2. Except for the Education collection, requests from borrowers must be received 
at least ninety (90) days prior to the date of the loan. 
 
 3. The Museum will request a facilities report regarding security, environmental 
controls, and professional care of loaned materials. Traveling exhibitions must secure 
special approval of security arrangements and conditions of exhibitions. Exceptions can 
be made for the Education collection at the discretion of the Curator. 
 
 4. Unless the Museum expressly elects to maintain its own insurance, the 
borrower will be responsible for insuring the loaned objects under a suitable insurance 
policy at the value indicated on the Loan Agreement. 
 
 5. Loans for periods longer than one year must be renewed annually. 
 
 6. Condition of items will be recorded by the VQM prior to the release of the 
objects and upon return to the museum.  
 
Care: 
 
The Virginia Quilt Museum assumes responsibility for the care, protection, and 
preservation of the items within its stewardship. Collections practice and procedures 
followed by the VQM conform to professional standards established by the American 
Association of Museums. The Curator/Director shall also monitor the exhibition, storage, 
interpretation, and other utilization of the VQM collections so as to ensure that the 
methods of their preservation, protection, and security are in accordance with 
professional museum standards. 
 
Records: 
 
Each object in the collections and all records pertaining to that object shall be given its 
own unique accession number. Each type of collection shall use a numbering system that 
is distinct from all others. A permanent record of accessions with their documentation, 
including all legal instruments, agreements, conveyances, research, and descriptive 
catalog records pertaining to each acquisition and loans in the collection, shall be 
maintained by the Curator/Director. These records shall be kept according to 
professional museum standards and updated regularly through annual inventory, periodic 
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reappraisal, research, and other appropriate means to provide a record of current status of 
each object in the collection.  The VQM will develop duplicate digital catalog records 
that will be deposited in a designated hard drive in a secure location. 
 

Additional Guidelines and Criteria for Quilt Acquisition 
 

The Virginia Quilt Museum celebrates and nurtures Virginia’s quilting heritage, through 
education, exhibits, classes, conservation, historical preservation, documentation and 
through serving as a repository for quilts, and through any and all services that the Board 
of Directors sees fit. The following items indicate considerations used by the Curator and 
the Collections Committee when evaluating a quilt for the VQM’s Permanent or 
Education collections. Questions regarding these policies should be directed to the 
Curator (curator@vaquiltmuseum.org). 
 
I. Provenance 
 
 a. Origination of the quilt in Virginia is preferred; quilts from neighboring states  
  may be considered if there is a substantial connection to Virginia. 
 b. Historical background of the quilt is vital: e.g., who made the quilt?   
  where, when, and for whom? how was the quilt passed down through the  
  family or families to the donor? 
 
II. Other qualities to consider 
 
 A. Aesthetic 
 
  1. Overall beauty of the quilt 
  2. Unusualness of the pattern, fabric, and quilting used 
  3. Artistry of combined elements 
  4. Technical skill of quilter 
 
 B. Condition 
  1. Is the quilt in good physical condition? 
  2. How much conservation work must be done to preserve and stabilize  
   the quilt? 
  3. If much conservation is required, do other qualities outweigh the  
   probable cost of conservation?  
  4. Is the donor willing to support appropriate conservation of the quilt? 
 
 C. General Considerations – in addition to the guidelines previously stated, there 
 may be other reasons to accept a quilt for our collections. These might include the 
 following: 
  1. The quilt will fill out or balance our collections. 
  2. The quilt will help us tell the history of quilting in Virginia (e.g.,  
   quilts for everyday use, quilts of different ethnic groups). 
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  3. There may be other compelling qualities or attributes to a given quilt  
   that have not been anticipated by these criteria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


