
For the first 
time since 
1994, 

when Tex Webb 
last drove his 
Model T in the 
parade, the 
James Madison 
Museum of 
Orange County 
Heritage par-
ticipated in the 
Orange Rotary 
Club Christmas Parade. This year’s entry, assembled by museum director 
Bethany Sullivan, was titled ““Knowledge: A Guiding Light.”  It won best first 
place in the best civic/non-profit category. The flame on the column repre-
sented “Knowledge” guiding the way. Sullivan had a tight turnaround time 
on the float, since the sleigh on the trailer had been a photo op prop for the 
Orange Downtown Alliance Music and Merriment Holiday Village event until 
3:15 p.m. Sunday afternoon, Dec. 8. The parade began at 4:30. Pictured here, 
waving to the crowd, is museum board member Gerilee Hundt. 
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Nothing says cozy quite like a quilt, but at the recent opening of “A 
Common Thread: The Art of the Quilt” at The Arts Center In Orange, 
comments were more along the lines of “beautiful” and “spectacular” 

as visitors gazed at the intricately designed quilts on display. The show, which 
runs through Jan. 31, was inspired by a “botanical garden” quilt made by 
Esther Blair Matthews in 1858. The Shenandoah Valley woman’s eye-popping 
masterpiece has pride of place in the art center’s Morin Gallery. The other 
quilts, made by contemporary artists, are responses to Matthews’ work and 
also feature brightly colored plants and flowers. Exhibit curator Susie Corrao 
of Orlean said a group of quilters called the Hearts and Hands Stitch Club 
met in person and members of a larger group, having purchased the pattern 
for Matthews quilt from the Virginia Quilt Museum, communicated online 
about their interpretations of it. A blog run by the museum, in Harrisonburg, 
allowed participants to check in with fellow quilters from around the world as 
they worked toward a “show and tell” finale. The quilts in the Orange exhibit 
also were shown at the Virginia Quilt Museum and at major quilt exhibit in 
Texas. Pictured, top to bottom: Corrao talks about the exhibit during the Dec. 
5 opening. Sydney Peral (left) of Orange and Cheryl Lewis of Gordonsville 
trade observations on a quilt in the exhibit. Siobhan Marsh, Arts Center pro-
gram coordinator, describes the exhibit to an audience of about 35. Behind 
Marsh is the 1858 quilt made by Esther Blair Matthews, an expert quilter who 
reportedly lost many of her quilts when her trunk was stolen during a train 
ride. 

“A Common Thread: The Art of the Quilt”

Museum float wins first place

Classes for the Young artist
start with art with lori Payne

What could be more fun than creat-
ing together? this class is designed to 
be enjoyed by young artists and their 
caregivers. instructor Lori payne helps 
you dive into process-oriented art. We’ll 
draw, paint, pour, and paste and ex-
plore. it’s a great opportunity for your 
child to Start with Art.

dates: Mondays, January 6, 13, 20, 
27, February 3, 10 from 10:30 - 11:30 
a.m.; or 

Fridays, January 10, 17, 24, 31, 
February 7, 14 from 1 - 2 p.m.

Ages: 3 - 5 years old with a caregiver
registration: $65; Supplies: $25

Classes for adults & teens
Creative Kittens in Colored Pencils 
with Kitty dodd

using skills previously learned in 
other classes with Kitty dodd, this cute 
kitten project will bring a smile to those 
who continue with this class! in three 
sessions with close supervision, the 
students will create the basics of this 
drawing. in the fourth optional class, 
eyes, fur & background will be covered. 
due to the nature of the class, students 
are required to have completed a basic 
colored pencil class prior to registration 
for this class.

dates: Wednesdays, January 8, 15, 
22 (29 is an optional class), time: 5 - 7 
p.m.

Ages: 16+; registration: $75; Supply 
list provided upon registration

Breaking into abstraction with Carol 
Barber

Come for some process-driven exer-
cises to get your creativity juices flowing 
with acrylics! Students in this intensive 
workshop will learn basic techniques in 
layering, pattern, shape, composition & 
unconventional mark-making. the em-
phasis for this class is centered in fun 
and creative expression!

date:  Saturday, February 15 (snow 
date: 2/ 22); time:  10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Ages: 14+; registration: $45; 
Supplies $15

Portrait drawing with thomas Marsh
Study from a master artist the skills 

necessary to bring your portraits to life. 
included are geometry of the head, prin-
ciples of light & shadow, basic anatomy 
of the head & proportion &likeness. Filled 
with guidance, discussions & critique, this 
class will boost your drawing skills.

dates: tuesdays, January 7, 14, 21, 28, 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Ages: 14+, registration: $75; Supply 

list provided upon registration

essentials of drawing ii with Jane 
skafte

this drawing class will hone your draw-
ing skills to a new level. Students will 
continue to stretch their skills drawing 
through observation, and focusing on 
creative & technical skills. Students learn 
line, value, shape & perspective; still life 
drawing; composition; the use of media 
such as pen and ink, pencil & charcoal; 
& personal style development. there will 
be weekly sketchbook prompts for home-
work. All ages and experience levels are 
welcome, teen to adult.

dates: thursdays, January 9, 16, 23, 
30; February 6, 13; time: 6:30 - 8:30 
p.m.

Ages: 14+, registration: $110; Supply 
list provided upon registration

PotterY Classes
hand Building with Clay with sally 
Mickley

Sally will guide you in the how & why 
of hand building—teaching what you 
can & cannot do with clay. You’ll start 
with the basics and progress to more 
advanced work at your own speed, with 
plenty of individualized attention. this 
class is ongoing, and no prerequisite is 
required.

time: Mondays, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Winter Session 1: Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27; 

Feb. 3, 10; Session 2: Feb. 24; March 2, 
9, 16, 30; April 6; 

Ages: Adults; registration: $100; 
Supplies $35

For more Arts Center classes, events and 
programs, see www.orangenews.com.

The ArTs CenTer


