
General Guidelines for 

Quilt Acquisition 
 

The following items indicate the main qualifications to consider when evaluating a quilt 

for the VQM’s Permanent or Education collections. 

 

1. Provenance 

a. Origination of the quilt in Virginia is preferred; quilts from neighboring states 

may be considered if there is a substantial connection to Virginia. 

b. Historical background of the quilt is important: e.g. who made the quilt? where, 

when, and for whom? how was the quilt passed down through the family or 

families to the donor? 

 

2. Aesthetic 

 a. Overall beauty of the quilt 

 b. Unusualness of the pattern, fabric, and quilting used 

 c. Artistry of combined elements 

 

3. Condition 

 a. Is the quilt in good physical condition? 

 b. How much conservation work must be done to preserve and stabilize the quilt? 

c. If much conservation is required, do other qualities outweigh the probable cost 

of conservation? 

 d. Is the donor willing to contribute to the cost of conservation? 

 

4. Technical Skill of Quilter 

 a. Does quilting reach museum standard of 10-12 stitches per inch? 

 b. Is the design of the quilt well planned? 

 c. Is there an interesting use of fabrics? 

d. Does the pattern of quilting complement the fabric design or have intrinsic 

value? 

 e. Was the quilt made by a known quilter from Virginia? 

 

5. Availability for Exhibition 

a. Would the quilt be ready for display/hanging quickly, or would it first require 

extensive preparation/conservation? 

b. Would the quilt be appropriate for hanging with other quilts from the VQM 

permanent collection, or would it be more appropriate for our Education 

collection? 

 

6. Other – In addition to guidelines 1 – 5 there may be other reasons to accept a quilt for 

our collections. These might include the following: 

 a. The quilt would fill out or balance our collections. 

b. The quilt would help us to tell the history of quilting in Virginia (e.g., quilts for 

everyday use, quilts of different ethnic groups). 

 c. There may be other quilts of interest that could come from the same donor. 



d. There may be other qualities to a given quilt that have not been anticipated by 

these criteria.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


