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SECTION 1  
COMMUNITY VISION 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
This Comprehensive Plan Update presents Wadsworth Township’s vision for the future.  It serves 
as a policy guide for the Township, and informs the decisions of Township officials and 
administrators, governmental agencies, organizations, and private individuals.  It is designed to 
provide a flexible roadmap for future development, and to ensure that new growth is consistent with 
the Township’s goals.  
 
The Comprehensive Plan Update (the Plan) is long range in that it examines past trends and makes 
projections for the next 20 years.  This allows the Township to plan ahead and anticipate future 
needs.  It should be noted, however, that projections are most accurate in the short term (5 years), 
and that many factors that will shape the future cannot be anticipated.  For this reason, the Plan is 
considered an evolving document that should be revisited and revised at least every five years. 
 
One of the most important functions of the Plan is to provide a solid foundation for future land use 
decisions made by the Zoning Commission and Board of Trustees.  The recommendations 
presented in the text and shown graphically on Map 5 Future Land Use will provide a legal basis for 
zoning and other land use controls utilized by the Township. 
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REGIONAL CONTEXT 
 
Wadsworth Township is located in Medina County in northeastern Ohio.  It is considered part of 
the Cleveland-Akron Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area (CMSA), which encompasses all of 
Medina, Summit, Cuyahoga, Lorain, Lake, Ashtabula, Geauga and Portage counties.  CMSAs include 
core areas with substantial population (cities), and adjacent communities that have a high degree of 
social and economic integration with that core.  The principal cities in the CMSA include the City of 
Cleveland in Cuyahoga County (north of the Township), the City of Akron in Summit County (east 
of the Township), the City of Kent in Portage County (northeast of the Township), and the Cities of 
Lorain and Elyria in Lorain County (west of the Township).  Interstate 76 travels through the 
northern third of the Township and provides direct access to the regional highway network.  Map 1 
Regional Context shows the Township’s location within the northeast Ohio region. 
 

NEED FOR A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
Residential uses have experienced rapid growth over the past 10 years, with more than twice as 
much land dedicated to residential uses in 2005 than in 1994.  Furthermore, agriculture has remained 
the dominant land use in the Township, with approximately half of all land devoted to agriculture in 
both 1994 and 2005 (see Section 6 Existing Land Use).  The Township faces natural development 
pressures and continued threats of annexation from the City of Wadsworth and other surrounding 
municipalities.  As a result, the Township has undertaken this Comprehensive Plan Update to 
provide guidance as to where and how future development should take place and to ensure that 
future growth corresponds with the broader goals of the Township. 
 

PAST PLANNING EFFORTS  
 

Wadsworth Township has not had an extensive history of land use planning, as this Comprehensive 
Plan Update represents the second plan in a process that began in 1994-1995 with the adoption of 
the Wadsworth Township Development Policy Plan.  When possible, applicable goals and themes 
from past planning efforts have been incorporated in the analysis and recommendations of this Plan. 
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THE PLANNING PROCESS 
 
The process that led to the creation of the Wadsworth Township Comprehensive Plan Update 
commenced in late (October) 2006 and was completed in late (October) 2007.  A Steering 
Committee was appointed to guide the process and to direct the consultants who assisted the 
Township in preparing the Plan (McKenna Associates, Incorporated).  The Steering Committee was 
composed of 16 members who represented a broad range of stakeholders including residents, 
Township elected and appointed officials, a City of Wadsworth representative, and various Medina 
County representatives. 
 
The Plan was completed in four different stages, outlined below: 
 

1.   Existing Conditions.  The first step in the process was to collect information on existing 
conditions in the Township and to analyze demographic, land use, and other trends. 

 
2. Issue Identification.  The most important and pressing issues to be addressed in the Plan 

were then identified using two techniques: 

• Through an exercise called a S.W.O.T. analysis, completed with members of the 
Steering Committee at the October 10, 2006 and December 12, 2006 meetings.  At 
the October meeting, members of the Steering Committee were asked to identify 
what they perceived to be the Township’s Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and 
Threats.  At the December meeting, members were then asked to prioritize the list of 
issues identified in the S.W.O.T. analysis using a system of voting.  The results and 
more details regarding the S.W.O.T. analysis are included in Section 8 Plan 
Recommendations.   

• During the process of compiling information on existing conditions and trends, 
additional issues were identified.   

 
3. Goals/Objectives.  Once issues were identified, general goals and objectives were drafted 

and reviewed by the Steering Committee in January of 2007.  The goals were grouped 
into three categories: Quality of Life, Environment, and Community, which were 
selected based on the input received throughout the planning process, especially the 
S.W.O.T. analysis.  The Plan contains a total of three goals and nine objectives (three for 
each of identified goals).  The goals and objectives are included in Section 8 Plan 
Recommendations.   

 
4. Implementation Strategies.  Following Steering Committee review of the goals and 

objectives, draft implementation strategies and a draft future land use map were 
presented and reviewed by the Steering Committee in March and April of 2007.  The 
Plan contains a total of 29 implementation strategies, distributed amongst the three goal 
categories.  The implementation strategies are included in Section 8 Plan Recommendations.  
The future land use map and summary text, which apply the goals and objectives to 
specific areas of the Township, is included in Section 7 Future Land Use.  
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
On February 23, 2007, a press release was issued to several local newspapers and media outlets 
providing notice to local residents that the Steering Committee would be discussing the draft future 
land use map at its March meeting.  At the meeting, members of the Steering Committee and 
approximately 10 members of the public discussed the draft future land use map and provided 
useful insight and constructive comments regarding the draft map.  In addition, the draft Plan was 
presented at two public meetings before the Zoning Commission, and Board of Trustees, where 
members of the public were given additional opportunities to provide further input into all elements 
of the Comprehensive Plan Update.  
 

PLAN ORGANIZATION 
  
Sections 2 through 6 of the Plan provide an in depth inventory and analysis of current conditions in 
the Township.  These sections examine five key topics: demographics, housing and economy; 
natural resources; community infrastructure; transportation; and existing land use.  In these sections, 
existing conditions in the Township are described and mapped, trends are analyzed, and emerging 
issues are discussed.   
 
Section 7 discusses where and how new development and redevelopment should occur in the 
Township.  A major component of this Section is Map 5 Future Land Use, which shows the preferred 
land use for all areas of the Township.   
 
Section 8 contains the results from the S.W.O.T. analysis and provides a list of goals, objectives, and 
specific implementation strategies for each of the three goal categories (Quality of Life, 
Environment, and Community) identified in the Plan.  Following each implementation strategy is a 
space provided for the Township to identify the responsible party, timetable, and date for 
completion of the above strategy. 
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SECTION 2 
DEMOGRAPHICS, HOUSING, & ECONOMY 
 
In order to successfully plan for the future, it is important to analyze existing demographic, housing, 
and economic indicators.  
 
In terms of demographics, it is important to understand existing demographic trends and to project 
future population growth.  Projecting future growth will allow the Township to anticipate future 
demands for public services, infrastructure, and facilities.  This Section of the Plan explores past 
population growth in the Township, discusses demographic trends such as household structure, and 
outlines many of the common characteristics of Wadsworth Township’s housing stock. 
 
Understanding the economic characteristics of Wadsworth Township residents, including 
employment and income profiles, are also a key factor in planning for the future of the Township.  
The Plan, through development of a Future Land Use Map, (see Section 7 Future Land Use and Map 
5 Future Land Use, pages 7-1 through 7-3, inclusive) should identify the type and amount of 
economic growth the Township is interested in achieving.  To accomplish this, it is necessary to 
become generally knowledgeable of the Township’s economic characteristics.  Equally important, an 
understanding of business and industrial development patterns in and around the community must 
be gained.  Finally, the existing small-town, rural lifestyle and amenities that the Township affords its 
residents is a key attraction for existing and future residents.  Future residential and economic 
development should be geared toward this end.  



DEMOGRAPHICS, HOUSING, & ECONOMY 
   

 
McKenna Associates, Inc.  2 – 2 � Wadsworth Township  
Rev. 10/8/07  Comprehensive Plan Update  

EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLDS 
 
All Township data presented throughout this Plan refers to unincorporated areas only.  
 
According to the U.S. Census, the Township’s population has increased nearly 30 percent between 
1990 and 2005, from 3,375 in 1990 to an estimated 4,335 in 2005.  Between 1990 and 2000, the 
population of the Township increased 18.4 percent.  As shown in Table 1, this rapid pace of growth 
is consistent with the overall growth rate of Medina County (36.5 percent), while far exceeding 
population growth in the State of Ohio (5.7 percent) over the same period.  
 

Table 1: Total Population Change: 1990-2005 

1990 2000
2005 

(Estimate)

Change        

1990-2005

% Change       

1990-2005
Wadsworth Township 3,375 3,996 4,335 960 28.4%

Sharon Township 3,234 4,244 4,898 1,664 51.5%
Seville Village 1,810 2,160 2,462 652 36.0%
Wadsworth City 15,718 18,437 19,951 4,233 26.9%
Guilford Township 2,873 3,181 3,479 606 21.1%
Rittman City (part) 110 106 128 18 16.4%
Medina County 122,354 151,095 167,010 44,656 36.5%

Norton City 11,477 11,523 11,552 75 0.7%
Summit County 514,990 542,899 546,604 31,614 6.1%

Chippewa Township 6,453 7,078 7,142 689 10.7%
Marshallville Village 758 826 817 59 7.8%
Milton Township 2,885 3,053 3,107 222 7.7%
Doylestown Village 2,668 2,799 2,851 183 6.9%
Rittman City (part) 6,037 6,208 6,183 146 2.4%
Wayne County 101,461 111,564 113,697 12,236 12.1%

STATE OF OHIO 10,847,115 11,358,140 11,464,042 616,927 5.7%

Total Population 

Governmental Unit

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990, STF1, Table P001; U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, SF1, Table P1; U.S. 

Census Bureau, Population Division, Table 1: Annual Estimates of the Population: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2005 (NST-

EST2005-01).
 

 
The rapid population growth experienced by Wadsworth Township over the past 15 years has been 
affected by a number of different variables.  Two important variables that can affect population 
change are regional growth patterns and an individual community’s local land use policies and 
regulations.  Regional growth patterns determine if there will be a need for specific land uses and the 
local policies and regulations determine how much of the demand for different uses will be 
accounted for in the community.  As is evidenced by the State’s projection that total population in 
Medina County will increase from 151,095 in 2000 to 206,774 in 2030 (a 36.9 increase over the 
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thirty-year period), the region and the Township can also expect to experience continued growth 
over the next twenty years.  
 
Based on a linear population growth model, the population of the Township is expected to reach 
5,464 by 2025.  The linear model assumes a constant rate of growth.  One of the most popular 
methods for describing population growth is the logistic model.  Based on a logistic growth model, 
the population of the Township is expected to reach 4,496 by 2025.  While the linear model assumes 
a constant rate of growth, the logistic model assumes a growth rate at a deceasing percentage.  All 
projections are based on the 2000 Township actual population and 2001 through 2005 Township 
population estimates.  Projections are most reliable when projecting short-term population growth.  
In the year 2010, the linear model projects a Township population of 4,738 while the logistic model 
projects a Township population of 4,457.  Factors that may affect the actual growth that the 
Township will experience over the next 20 years include local land use policy, household type and 
size, and general economic conditions. 
 
While the total population of the Township is expected to increase, Table 2 below indicates that it 
will not increase as quickly as the number of households.  This is due in part to the expectation that 
fewer people may be in each household in the future. 
 

Table 2: Households and Average Household Size: 1990-2000 

1990 2000 Change 1990 2000 Change
Wadsworth Township 1,129 1,355 20.0% 2.99 2.95 -1.3%
Wadsworth City 6,037 7,276 20.5% 2.60 2.53 -2.7%
Medina County 41,792 54,542 30.5% 2.93 2.77 -5.4%
State of Ohio 4,087,546 4,445,773 8.8% 2.65 2.55 -3.7%

Total Households Average Household Size

Governmental Unit

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990, STF1, Tables P001 and P003; U.S. Census Burseau, Census 2000, SF1, 

Tables P1 and P15.
 

 
The number of households in the Township increased significantly between 1990 and 2000, at a rate 
of 20 percent.  This was slightly lower than the rate of growth for the County (30.5 percent) and on 
par with the rate of growth in Wadsworth City (20.5 percent).  The increase in the number of 
households is related to the high number of new residents moving into the community.  The rate of 
household increase in the Township (20.0 percent) slightly outpaced the Township’s population 
growth (18.4 percent) between 1990 and 2000. 
 
Although the number of households increased in the Township, the size of the households declined 
slightly from 1990 to 2000, as represented in Table 2 above.  The average household size decreased 
1.3 percent.  This decrease was less than decreases in Wadsworth City, Medina County, and the 
State.  The decrease in average household size at all levels can be attributed to the nationwide trend 
of an increasingly aging population and families having fewer children.   
 
The U.S. Census does not use the words “household” and “family” interchangeably.  Household has 
a distinct meaning for the Census that is different from the term “family”.  The U.S. Census Bureau 
uses the following definition for the term “family”: 
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“A family consists of a householder and one or more other persons living in the 
same household who are related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption.  
All persons in a household who are related to the householder are regarded as 
members of his or her family.  A household can contain only one family for 
purposes of census tabulations.  Not all households contain families since a 
household may comprise a group of unrelated persons or one person living alone.”  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

 
Keeping these terms and definitions in mind, Table 3 below illustrates the arrangement of families 
and households within the Township and compares the distribution of household types between the 
Township, Wadsworth City, Medina County, and the State.  
 

Table 3: Family and Non-Family Household Types: 2000 

Married Couple

Female 

Householder 

(with Children)

Non-Elderly 

Living Alone

Elderly         

Living Alone

Wadsworth Township 77.6% 2.1% 6.4% 6.0%
Wadsworth City 59.5% 4.9% 13.0% 12.7%
Medina County 66.5% 4.5% 11.9% 6.9%
State of Ohio 51.4% 7.3% 17.3% 10.0%

Governmental Unit

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, SF1, Table P20. Note : All figures represent the percent of total households that are 

a given household type. For example, in Wadsworth Township, 6.0 percent of all households are categorized as households 

with a head of household that is elderly and living alone. 

Family Households Non-Family Households

Note: Numbers do not add up to 100%; not all households represented.

 
 
As shown in Table 3, married couples account for more than three out of every four Township 
households (77.6 percent).  The proportion of Township households that are married couples is 
significantly higher than the proportion of such households in Wadsworth City, Medina County, and 
the State.  The Township percentage of households that are family households with a female 
householder (with children) or a non-family household composed of non-elderly living alone is 
much smaller than Wadsworth City, Medina County, or the State.  The Township percentage of 
non-family households with an elderly person living alone is comparable to Medina County, but 
lower than Wadsworth City and the State.  The distribution and average size of Township 
households will impact various components of the housing stock, including size and type of 
structure, employment patterns, and Township services.  
 

HOUSING  
 
As shown in Table 4 below, housing in the Township is dominated by owner-occupied units (95.5 
percent of total housing units).  Owner-occupied units make up a larger proportion of total housing 
units in the Township than in Wadsworth City, Medina County, and the State.  While there are not 
many rental units in the Township, Table 4 indicates that there is a considerable supply of such units 
in Wadsworth City.  The relatively high percentage of owner-occupied units corresponds with the 
high percentage of married couples in the Township.  
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Table 4: Housing Units: 2000 

Wadsworth 
Township

Wadsworth 
City

Medina 
County

State of Ohio 

Number of Units 1,382 7,618 56,793 4,783,051

Occupied Units 1,341 7,290 54,542 4,445,773

Occupancy Rate 97.0% 95.7% 96.0% 92.9%

Number of Units 1,280 5,355 44,302 3,072,514

% of all Occupied 

Units
95.5% 73.5% 81.2% 69.1%

Vacancy Rate 1.9% 1.7% 1.4% 1.9%

Number of Units 61 1,935 10,240 1,373,259

% of all Occupied 

Units
4.5% 26.5% 18.8% 30.9%

Vacancy Rate 6.6% 4.0% 6.2% 9.2%

Governmental Unit
Housing Unit Tenure

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, SF3, Tables H1, H6, H7, and H8.

Total 

Housing 

Units

Owner-

Occupied 

Units

Renter-

Occupied 

Units

 
 
Vacancy rates are one indication of the health of a local housing market.  The 1.9 percent vacancy 
rate of Township owner-occupied units should be considered an indication of a tight housing 
market.  A healthy vacancy rate for owner-occupied units is considered to be roughly 3 percent.  
Too few vacant owner-occupied units may limit housing choices and make it difficult to access 
housing at a range of price points.  The 6.6 percent vacancy rate for renter-occupied units should be 
considered relatively high, indicating a lower demand for those types of units.  
 
As shown in Table 5 below, more than 20 percent of housing units in the Township were 
constructed between 1990 and 2000.  Another boom in Township housing construction occurred 
between 1950 and 1959 when 20.8 percent of the housing stock was constructed.  The age of 
housing has effects on its condition.  In most cases, the need for major repairs or rehabilitation 
surfaces when housing is over 30 years old.  More than half of the Township’s housing stock was 
constructed more than 30 years ago (approximately 55.1 percent), indicating that the majority of 
Township’s housing may require some type of major repair or rehabilitation.  
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Table 5: Age of Housing Stock: 2000 

Wadsworth 
Township

Wadsworth City Medina County State of Ohio 

Total Housing Units 1,382 7,618 56,793 4,783,051

1990 - March 2000 20.3% 20.2% 25.3% 13.3%

1980 - 1989 13.7% 7.4% 11.9% 9.5%

1970 - 1979 10.9% 18.1% 23.7% 15.8%

1960 - 1969 9.8% 9.5% 10.5% 14.3%

1950 - 1959 20.8% 15.0% 11.2% 15.7%

1940 - 1949 7.6% 8.9% 3.8% 8.9%

1939 or Earlier 16.9% 21.0% 13.7% 22.5%

Median 1965 1965 1975 1962

Governmental Unit

Year Structure Built

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, SF3, Tables H34 and H35.  
 

INCOME 
 
The income characteristics of a community reflect the economic strength or weakness of the 
community.  When adjusted for inflation, both the median household and family income in the 
Township have increased between 1989 and 1999, with the median household income of the 
Township increasing at a faster rate than median family income (see Table 6, below).  The rate of 
income growth in the Township exceeded the growth seen by Wadsworth City, Medina County, and 
the State. 

 
Table 6: Median Household and Family Income: 1989-1999 

1989 * 1999 Change 1989 * 1999 Change

$44,249 $58,696 32.7% $51,971 $62,729 20.7%

$43,198 $48,605 12.5% $51,162 $58,850 15.0%

$51,184 $55,811 9.0% $56,363 $62,489 10.9%
$38,581 $40,956 6.2% $46,168 $50,037 8.4%

Wadsworth City

Governmental Unit

Medina County

State of Ohio

Median Household Income Median Family Income

Wadsworth Township

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990, STF3, Table P080A, P107A;  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, SF3, Table P53, P77.                           

* Note: All 1989 income figures adjusted for inflation using the National Consumer Price Index (CPI).
 

 
The Township’s median household income of $58,696 and median family income of $62,729 in 
1999 exceeded the median incomes (household and family) of Wadsworth City, Medina County, and 
the State.  The rate of median income growth has been so great in the Township that between 1989 
and 1999, Township median incomes grew to exceed County median incomes.  The median 
household and family incomes of the Township were lower than the County median income in 
1989, but exceeded County median incomes in 1999. 
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JOBS AND EMPLOYMENT 
 
Employment is one fundamental component in understanding the Township’s economy.  Table 7 
below identifies the occupational breakdown of the labor force in Wadsworth Township, 
Wadsworth City, Medina County, and the State.  The Township, Wadsworth City, Medina County, 
and the State are all dominated by management, professional, and related occupations as well as sales 
and office occupations.  Following is a listing of more specific occupations falling under each broad 
class of occupation as listed in Table 7 below: 
 
• Management, professional, and related occupations.  Includes management, except farmers and farm 

managers; business and financial operations; computer and mathematical; architecture and 
engineering; life, physical, and social science; community and social services; legal 
occupations; education, training, and library; arts, design, entertainments, sports, and media; 
healthcare practitioners and technical occupations.  

• Service occupations. Includes healthcare support occupations; protective service occupations; 
food preparation and serving related; building and grounds cleaning and maintenance; and 
personal care and service occupations. 

• Sales and office occupations.  Includes sales and related; and office and administrative support 
occupations. 

• Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations.  Includes farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 
• Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations.  Includes supervisors, construction and 

extraction workers; and installation, maintenance, and repair occupations.  
• Production, transportation, and material moving occupations.  Includes production; and supervisors, 

transportation, material moving workers; aircraft and traffic control; motor vehicle 
operators; rail, water and other transportation; material moving workers. 

 
Table 7: Composition of Labor Force of Employed Population 16 Years and Older: 2000 
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Wadsworth Township 739 282 492 6 240 345
35.1% 13.4% 23.4% 0.3% 11.4% 16.4%

Wadsworth City 35.1% 14.2% 25.7% 0.1% 9.3% 15.6%

Medina County 33.0% 13.0% 27.2% 0.3% 11.0% 15.5%
State of Ohio 31.0% 14.6% 26.4% 0.3% 8.7% 19.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, SF3, Table P50.

Note: All percentages do not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.

Occupation

Governmental Unit
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As shown in Table 8 below, the top employment sector for the Township and Medina County was 
the manufacturing sector in 2000, with nearly a quarter of workers employed in that sector.  The 
next largest area of employment for Township residents was in the educational, health, and social 
services sector (22.4 percent).  
 

Table 8: Employment by Industrial Sector: 2000 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, & 
mining

37 1.8% 0.8% 0.4%

Construction 194 9.2% 7.5% 5.7%

Manufacturing 492 23.4% 20.4% 19.4%

Wholesale trade 78 3.7% 4.5% 3.9%

Retail trade 219 10.4% 12.4% 11.4%

Transportation, warehousing, & utilities 96 4.6% 5.2% 4.7%

Information 54 2.6% 2.1% 2.5%

Finance, insurance, real estate, & rental 
leasing

108 5.1% 6.9% 7.2%

Professional, scientific, management, 
administrative, & waste management 
services        

142 6.7% 8.8% 8.9%

Educational, health, and social services 472 22.4% 17.4% 20.2%

Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation & food services

112 5.3% 6.7% 7.5%

Other services (except public 

administration)

66 3.1% 4.2% 4.5%

Public administration 34 1.6% 3.1% 3.7%

TOTAL 2,104 100.0% 100.0% 100.00%
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, SF3, Table P49.

Governmental Unit

# Employed 

Wadsworth Township
Medina 

County

Cleveland-

Akron CMSA

% of Total % of Total % of Total

Industrial Sector

 
 

FINANCIAL POSITION 
 
A review of Township financial statements between 2001 and 2005 indicates that the Township has 
maintained a financially stable position over the past five years.  On average during the five-year 
period, the Township has left 16.3 percent of all cash disbursements unspent.  As a result, the annual 
available cash balance has increased each year, with the ending cash balance of all Township funds at 
$1,452,289 at year-end 2005.  Spending by the Township over the same five-year period has 
increased only 3.9 percent annually. 
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SECTION 3 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
 
The natural environment plays a large role in planning for future development.  Environmental 
conditions, such as topography, wetlands, floodplains, and water bodies, can often pose constraints 
that limit development.  Open space preservation can help protect these natural resources and aid in 
the protection of valuable functions and benefits they provide, such as storm water management, 
water quality, recreational opportunities, and aesthetic beauty.  The location, timing, and 
management of development and redevelopment can have dramatic impacts on the environment.  
These impacts should be minimized and mitigated whenever possible.  This Section of the Plan 
provides an overview of Wadsworth Township’s natural resources with the intent of ensuring that 
environmental considerations are incorporated into future land use planning. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

SURFACE WATER 
 
Wadsworth Township is located in the northern portion of the Ohio River watershed, slightly south 
of the Continental Divide, which runs through Medina County.  The Township is divided by the 
northern portion of the River Styx watershed and the northwestern portion of the Wolf Creek 
watershed, both of which contain headwater streams.  The western two-thirds of the Township is 
contained within the River Styx watershed and the eastern third is contained within the Wolf Creek 
watershed. 
 
Four waterways run through portions of the Township and consist of the River Styx, Silver Creek, 
Mill Creek, and Hudson Run.  The River Styx flows to the south from the northwest corner of the 
Township, south of where the Township border intersects with Blake Road, to the Medina and 
Wayne County border.  Silver Creek flows northward parallel to and to the east of Homestead Drive 
and crosses Johnson Road into the City of Wadsworth, flowing to the southeast back across 
Johnson Road to the Summit County border.  Mill Creek flows to the southwest and crosses Rischel 
Road and the Wayne County border.  Hudson Run flows to the southeast from the northeast corner 
of the Township across Reimer Road and the Summit County border.  The locations of waterways 
in Wadsworth Township and portions of the surrounding communities are shown on Map 2 Natural 
Features.  
 
Development can negatively impact water quality in downstream communities.  The main causes of 
river impairment identified by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) are nutrient 
enrichment, contaminated sediments, industrial point source pollution, and urban stormwater 
runoff.  Many causes of stream impairment such as stormwater runoff, habitat alteration, and 
channelization, are the result of development activities.  As development occurs, natural waterways 
are often impaired as: 
 
� The volume and rate of stormwater runoff flowing into streams increases; 
� Ground water recharge decreases, lowering stream water levels; 
� Natural stream channels are altered and covered; 
� Vegetation along stream banks is removed; and 

• Pollution from roads, rooftops, and sidewalks reaches streams. 
 
Negative impacts from development can be mitigated through successful stormwater management.  
In an effort to mitigate the negative effects of stormwater, Medina County adopted their Stormwater 
Management and Sediment Control Regulations (1980).  These regulations are enforced by the 
Medina County Highway Engineer as part of the development permitting process in Wadsworth 
Township and apply to all non-agriculture projects that disturb more than 5,000 square feet of soil.  
These regulations are being updated to address current pre- and post-construction water quality 
regulations required by the OEPA. 
 
Other surface water issues are stream bank erosion and flooding, which occur on public and private 
property throughout the Township.  The Township should consider formulating a policy to address 
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erosion control and stream bank restoration on public and private property within the Township.  
The Township should also consider working with adjacent communities to develop a cooperative 
framework, whereby areas proposed to be developed adjacent to the Township that could have 
potentially negative impacts on water quality could be addressed by both communities 
simultaneously to develop the most environmentally sensitive approach to development.   
 
Surface water quality can also be improved by minimizing the amount of pavement and other 
impervious surfaces on development sites, limiting development on steep slopes, and establishing 
setbacks to preserve riparian corridor areas i.e., areas adjacent to streams.  Establishing setbacks 
along streams to preserve riparian corridors, where natural vegetation and hydrology are present, is 
crucial to ensuring long-term water quality.  Vegetated areas surrounding streams act as biological 
filters that remove sediments and pollutants from surface runoff.  They also reduce erosion, 
decrease flooding, regulate stream temperatures, provide wildlife habitat and migration pathways, 
and offer opportunities for recreational path systems. 
 

FLOOD HAZARD AREAS 
 

Floodplains are areas adjacent to streams or other water features that experience regular or periodic 
flooding.  Map 2 Natural Features depicts the area of 100 year floodplains.  A storm with the intensity 
to flood the 100-year floodplain has a one in 100 chance of occurring in any given year.  100 year 
floodplains within Wadsworth Township are found along the River Styx, in the western portion of 
the Township.  The Medina County Flood Damage Reduction Regulations are administered by the 
Medina County Highway Engineer and are applicable in Wadsworth Township.  These regulations 
exceed the minimum level of regulation required for participation in the National Flood Insurance 
Program. 
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GROUND WATER 
 
Geologic formations that are capable of yielding enough water to support a spring or well are called 
aquifers.  The ability of an aquifer to transmit and store water is influenced by the materials that 
make up the formation, such as gravel, sand, or bedrock.  The Ground Water Resources Map of 
Medina County, produced by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), identifies 
ground water resources in Wadsworth Township.  Township ground water resources located north 
of Harpster Road can be obtained from deposits of sand and gravel beneath thick clay and/or silt 
and fine sand.  Farm and domestic water supplies may be available from wells less than 90 feet deep.  
More productive deposits are known to exist at depths ranging from 180 to 430, or more, feet.  
Wells tapping these deposits may supply satisfactory requirements for small subdivisions with up to 
100 homes.  Township ground water resources located south of Harpster Road are found in 
permeable sand and gravel deposits.  Sustainable yields of 100 to 500 gallons per minute from these 
deposits are possible.  Domestic supplies for private dwellings are available at depths of less than 
100 feet.  According to information provided by the Medina County Health Department, there are 
1,039 registered and permitted water systems in Wadsworth Township (1,037 wells, one pond 
system, and one cistern system).  
 
Since a large portion of the Township derives potable water from wells and a relatively large number 
of on-site septic systems are utilized, the potential for ground water pollution should be considered 
very real.  According to the Medina County Health Department, there are 1,161 registered and 
permitted on-site sewage systems in the Township (506 aeration systems, 642 septic systems, and 13 
septic/aeration combination systems).  In determining the potential for ground water pollution, the 
OEPA considers seven factors: depth to the water table, net recharge, aquifer media, soil media, 
topography, the impact of the vadose zone media, and the hydraulic conductivity of the aquifer.  
These factors are combined and weighted to produce a composite index that measures the relative 
susceptibility of an area to ground water pollution.  Using this system, ODNR has produced 
Ground Water Pollution Potential maps that show areas vulnerable to ground water pollution.  Map 
2 Natural Features delineates areas where aquifers are most vulnerable to pollution. 
 

TOPOGRAPHY 
 
Wadsworth Township is located in the Erie/Ontario Drift and Lake Plain ecoregion which is 
characterized by glacial plains interspersed with higher remnant beach ridges, drumlins, glacial till 
ridges, till plains, and outwash terraces.  These geological formations and the changes they have 
experienced over time contribute to the present day topography of Wadsworth Township.  
Topography can cause limitations for development.  Generally, development should be discouraged 
on slopes greater than 12 percent.  Areas with soils with slopes greater 12 percent are shown on Map 
2 Natural Features. 
 

SOIL ASSOCIATIONS 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Soil Conservation Service identified 38 
different soil series present in the Township.  These series can be grouped together into associations, 
which have distinctive soil patterns, drainage, and relief.  Descriptions of the four soil associations 
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and their approximate locations in Wadsworth Township are contained in the 1977 Soil Survey of 
Medina County (Soil Survey). 
 
The soil associations and series present in an area play an integral role in determining the practical 
development potential of residential and nonresidential land uses.  Permeability, strength, depth to 
seasonal water table, erosion potential, seasonal wetness, and shrink-swell potential of soils are some 
of the variables which impact the suitability of land for development and should be analyzed on a 
site-specific basis prior to making land use decisions.  The Soil Survey contains useful information 
regarding the land use capability of soils as it relates to a number of different land uses including 
dwellings without basements, dwellings with basements, commercial and/or light industrial 
buildings, septic tank absorption fields, local roads, and underground utilities.  Land use regulations 
should require that applicants perform site-specific land use capability studies that evaluate specific 
soil characteristics and limitations as part of the development review process.  Applicants should be 
encouraged to consult the Soil Survey and/or a certified soil scientist to ensure that limitations to 
development are considered prior to making land use decisions.  It should be noted that a majority 
of the soil associations in the Township contain a restrictive subsoil layer (fragipan) that can be 
problematic for the installation of on-site septic systems. 
 
For reference, the Medina County Health Department (Health Department) does not require a 
minimum lot size for single and two family residential septic systems.  The Health Department 
determines the area required for residential septic tank leach fields by evaluating soil characteristics 
and the number of bedrooms present in residential structures.  In general, and assuming suitable soil 
characteristics, approximately 300 square feet of leach field area should be provided per bedroom.  It 
should be noted that a State-mandated update to current septic tank regulations became effective 
January 1, 2007, per Ohio Administrative Code § 3701-29. 
 
Unlike residential septic system permitting, which falls under the jurisdiction of the Health 
Department, commercial and industrial septic systems are regulated by the OEPA.  According to 
OEPA officials, there is not currently a required minimum lot size for commercial or industrial 
septic system leach fields.  The OEPA determines the area required for commercial/industrial leach 
fields by evaluating the number of employees working at a site as well as the presence or absence of 
water intensive processes utilized on a particular site.  The number of employees and intensity of 
water usage are then used to determine an average water usage, which provides the information 
necessary to develop the proper size and type of septic system necessary to sustain the proposed use.  
Regardless of the intensity of land use proposed, applicants should be encouraged to consult with 
Medina County Health Department and OEPA personnel prior to making land use decisions.  
 

WETLANDS 
 
Wetlands are generally defined as areas that are inundated or saturated with water throughout the 
year, or during a significant portion of the year.  This presence of water is the defining factor that 
produces the types of soils, plants, and animal communities typical of wetlands.  For the purposes of 
regulation, the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) identifies wetlands based on three 
criteria: the presence of water, the presence of soils that form under flooded or saturated conditions 
(hydric soils), and the presence of plants adapted to hydric soils. 
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Wetlands provide many important functions that are critical to the health of ecosystems and local 
communities.  Wetlands improve water quality by removing pollutants, sediments, and excess 
nutrients; they control flooding and recharge aquifers; they provide crucial habitat for many plant 
and animal species; and they provide recreational opportunities such as bird watching and hunting.  
Map 2 Natural Features shows the locations of wetland (all types) present in Wadsworth Township 
identified through the Ohio Wetland Inventory (OWI) prepared by ODNR.  The ODNR’s OWI 
maps the probable location of wetlands using satellite imagery.  The imagery is quantified and 
classified by 30 meter by 30 meter pixels (squares) based on measurements of their electromagnetic 
reflectance which is indicative of the location’s land use or land cover: for the purposes of this 
document, the wetland land covers are utilized.  The majority of wetlands found in the Township 
are classified as woods on hydric soils.  Woods on hydric soil are located primarily within floodplain 
areas surrounding the River Styx and its tributaries. 
 
Federal law regulates the discharge of dredged and fill material into navigable waters and adjacent 
wetlands.  If a developer wishes to alter a wetland over half an acre in size, they must first obtain a 
Clean Water Act Section 404 permit from the USACE and a Section 401 water quality certification 
from the OEPA.  When wetlands are destroyed, the loss is mitigated through the creation of new 
wetlands.  The amount of mitigation required varies with the type of wetland being destroyed, but 
developers in Ohio generally have to provide one and one half to three acres of new wetlands for 
every acre of wetland lost.  As of 2001, isolated wetlands that are not connected to navigable waters 
are no longer under the jurisdiction of the Federal government, and alteration or destruction of 
these wetlands does not require a 404 permit or a 401 certification.  To fill this regulatory gap, the 
State of Ohio created an isolated wetlands permitting process administered by the OEPA. 
 
The first step that communities should take to protect wetlands and ensure that developers obtain 
the proper permits is to require a wetland delineation on all development sites.  Once wetlands are 
identified, local communities can provide additional protection by requiring a 50-foot setback from 
all wetlands.  In addition, wetlands can be preserved by encouraging open space design subdivisions 
that channel development away from on-site wetlands and areas with hydric soils.  To address 
wetlands and other critical natural features, the Township should establish wetland and riparian 
corridor setbacks, which would require a natural undisturbed buffer to be placed between proposed 
development sites and such critical natural features. 
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SECTION 4 
COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
Community facilities and infrastructure exist for the benefit of the residents of Wadsworth 
Township.  Services such as water and sewer are key factors that will determine where, when, and 
how the Township will continue to develop.  Since other important facilities operated by other units 
of government or organizations also provide important services for the Township’s residents and 
businesses, some of these facilities are also included in this discussion.  
 

Existing Conditions 
 

WADSWORTH TOWNSHIP FACILITIES 
 
Township Offices and the Township Garage are located at 320 Chestnut Street.  While located in 
the City of Wadsworth, these facilities provide essential services to Township residents. 
 

SCHOOL FACILITIES 
 
Most Township residents are served by the Wadsworth City Schools District.  All of the public 
schools in this District are located in the City of Wadsworth and consist of the following; five 
elementary schools, one intermediate school, one middle school, and one high school.  Between 
1995 and 2005, the total enrollment at the Wadsworth City Schools District increased by 797 
students from 4,047 students to 4,844, an increase of nearly 20 percent.  For more information visit 
the Wadsworth City Schools District website at www.wadsworth.k12.oh.us. A small portion of the 
Township is served by the Rittman Exempted Village Schools District.  The District service area is 



COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
  

 

 
McKenna Associates, Inc. 4 – 2 � Wadsworth Township 
Rev. 10/8/07  Comprehensive Plan Update  

 

located in a small southwestern portion of the Township.  All Rittman Exempted Village Schools 
District public schools are located in Wayne County and consist of the following: one elementary 
school, one intermediate school, and one high school.  Between 1995 and 2005, the total enrollment 
at the Rittman Exempted Village Schools District decreased by 208 students from 1,382 students to 
1,174, a decrease of nearly 15 percent.  For more information visit the Rittman Exempted Village 
Schools District website at www.rittman.k12.oh.us. 
 
Every year, the Ohio Department of Education rates schools and school districts based on 
proficiency test scores, graduation rates, and attendance rates. Schools and districts are then given a 
designation that ranges from “Academic Emergency” to “Excellent.”  During the 2004-2005 and 
2005-2006 academic years, the Wadsworth City Schools District was rated in the “Excellent” 
category, meeting all of the requirements set by the State.  During the 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 
academic years, the Rittman Exempted Village Schools District was rated in the “Effective” 
category, which is one category below “Excellent”. 
 
There are two private schools in the Wadsworth area, Reimer Road Baptist Christian School and 
Sacred Heart School, both of which are located in the City of Wadsworth. 
 
 Reimer Road Baptist Christian School, 1055 Reimer Road 
 Reimer Road Baptist Christian School offers coed Baptist elementary and high school 
 curricula for students preschool through twelfth grade.  Total enrollment for Reimer Road 
 Baptist Christian School for 2005 was 188 students.  For more information visit the school 
 website at www.reimerroad.org/School.aspx?id=95002. 
 
 Sacred Heart School, 110 Humbolt Avenue 
 Sacred Heart Parish School offers coed Roman Catholic elementary curricula for students 
 kindergarten through eighth grade.  Total 2005 enrollment for Sacred Heart School is 
 currently 326 students.  For more information visit the Sacred Heart Parish School  website 
 online at www.shofjesus.com/school/shs_home.shtml. 

 
WATER SERVICE 
 
Central water service is not available in Wadsworth Township.  The City of Wadsworth currently 
has a policy of extending water service to customers that are located within the City only.  Property 
owners wishing to connect to the City’s central water system must, therefore, annex to the City. 
 
According to the 1996 Wadsworth City Comprehensive Plan Update, the Wadsworth water 
distribution system is geographically separated into two service areas, high and low, which are 
determined by topography.  Generally, there are few geographic constraints to water service which is 
largely determined by water pressure capabilities.  Conceivably, with additional capacity, much of the 
Township could be serviced with central water.  Interstate 76, however, does represent both a 
physical and economic constraint to expand water service throughout the Township. 
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Central water service is present in the following surrounding communities: the City of Rittman and 
the Village of Doylestown in Wayne County; and the City of Barberton in Summit County.  The 
potential may exist for the Township to obtain central water service from these communities. 
 

SANITARY SEWER SERVICE 
 
The City of Wadsworth provides sanitary sewer service for a portion of Wadsworth Township, 
located primarily south of the City with small areas of the Township served east and north of the 
City boundaries.  According to the 1996 Wadsworth City Comprehensive Plan Update, the sewer 
system is primarily a gravity operated system.  Septic systems are used for homes and businesses 
outside the City’s service area.  Requirements for septic systems for residential uses are governed by 
the Medina County Health Department and by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for 
commercial or industrial uses. 
 
Sanitary sewers are present in the following adjacent and surrounding communities: the City of 
Rittman and the Village of Doylestown in Wayne County; and the City of Barberton in Summit 
County.  The potential may exist for the Township to obtain sanitary sewer service from these 
communities. 
 

PARKS & RECREATION 
 
City of Wadsworth Parks, Multiple Locations 
The City of Wadsworth Parks Department maintains 17 park properties that are accessible to 
Township residents.  These parks range in size from less than one acre to over 58 acres and offer a 
variety of active and passive recreational opportunities.  For more information and locations visit the 
Parks Department website at www.wadsworthcity.com/depts/parks/index.php. 
 
Wadsworth Public Library, 132 Broad Street, Wadsworth 
The Wadsworth Public Library is an independent library serving the residents of the City of 
Wadsworth, Wadsworth Township and the surrounding area.  For more information visit the 
Wadsworth Public Library website at www.wadsworth.lib.oh.us. 
 
Steiner Center, Community Center, 567 West School Drive, Wadsworth 
The Steiner Center provides recreational programs and facilities to youths and adults.  Admission to 
the Center is charged on a per visit basis or Township residents can purchase memberships at the 
non-Wadsworth City resident rate for individuals or families.  For more information visit the Steiner 
Center website at www.wadsworthcity.com/depts/recreation/index.php.  
 
The Wadsworth Center for Older Adults, 138 High Street, Wadsworth 
The Wadsworth Center for Older Adults offers a variety of activities and programs for seniors in the 
surrounding area, including the Township.  Township residents can pick up a newsletter at the 
Center or pay a five dollar annual mailing fee.  The Center newsletter provides a Calendar of Events 
as well as information on trips, programs, special programs and other information of benefit to 
seniors.  The Center also hosts and promotes a variety of assistance programs including Legal Aid, 
Veteran's Services, Advance Directives, and Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease Support Groups.  
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Medicare assistance is available by appointment.  For more information visit the Wadsworth Center 
for Older Adult’s website at www.wadsworthcity.com/depts/coa/index.php. 
 
Pine Valley Golf Club, 469 Reimer Road, Wadsworth Township  
The Club offers a 18-hole regulation length golf course and is open to the public. 
 
Medina County Bike/Hike Plan, Medina County Park District 
The Medina County Park District’s Medina County Bike/Hike Plan (Phase I, 2001) proposes two 
pathways that would traverse Wadsworth Township.  The first proposed path would run east and 
west between Lodi and Wadsworth into Summit County and connect to the Towpath Trail in 
Barberton.  The second proposed path would run north and south, providing connections to Silver 
Creek Metro Park in the south and the Hinckley Reservation and the Emerald Necklace Trail in the 
north.  These proposed pathways would connect Wadsworth Township to the Buckeye Trail, which 
traverses almost 1,435 miles throughout Ohio.  For more information visit the Park District website 
at www.medinacountyparks.com. 
 
Silver Creek Metro Park 
While the majority of the 624-acre Silver Creek Metro Park is located in Summit County and owned 
by Metroparks, serving Summit County, a small portion is located in the southeast corner of 
Wadsworth Township.  The Park is home to Silver Creek Lake and offers 6 miles of hiking trails, 
swimming, boating, fishing, a bridle trail, and winter sports.  For more information visit the Metro 
Parks website at www.summitmetroparks.org. 
 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 
 
Wadsworth-Rittman Hospital (WRH) is a 113-bed acute-care hospital, located in the City of 
Wadsworth at 195 Wadsworth Road, and serves the residents of the Wadsworth area including 
Wadsworth Township.  The medical staff is made up of more than 175 specialists, representing 
more than 30 medical specialties.  WRH is also affiliated with emergency air transportation agencies 
to transport patients, via helicopter, to larger metropolitan hospitals if necessary.  For more 
information visit the WRH website at www.wrhhs.org. 
 

FIRE & EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
 
The City of Wadsworth Fire Department and Emergency Medical Service (EMS) provides fire and 
emergency medical care for the City of Wadsworth and Wadsworth Township.  The department 
serves a 25 square mile area from two locations, 153 North Lyman and 338 Weatherstone Drive.  
 
The Fire Department, which was organized in 1896, currently consists of 60 members, 15 of which 
are full-time employees.  In 2005, the Fire Department answered 273 fire emergency calls plus 148 
service requests, including carbon monoxide checks.  In 2005, EMS answered 1,728 emergency calls, 
including emergency responses with the Fire Department. 
 
The Fire Department maintains three pump engines, a 100 foot aerial platform truck, a 3,000 gallon 
tanker, a combination heavy rescue truck/hazardous materials containment truck, and a quick attack 
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unit.  EMS maintains four ambulances.  For more information visit the Fire Department and EMS 
website at www.wadsworthcity.com/depts/fire. 
 

EMERGENCY AND SECURITY MANAGEMENT 
 
The Medina County Emergency Management Agency has completed a planning document entitled 
All Hazard and Mitigation Plan, adopted by the Township on December 27, 2005.  The term 
“hazard mitigation”, as it relates to Medina County, describes actions that can help reduce or 
eliminate long-term risks caused by natural or manmade disasters, such as floods, droughts, 
tornadoes, earthquakes, and dam failures.  Following disasters, repairs and reconstruction are often 
completed in such a way as to simply restore damaged property to pre-disaster conditions.  These 
efforts may expedite a return to normalcy, but the replication of pre-disaster conditions often results 
in a repetitive cycle of damage and reconstruction.  Hazard mitigation is needed to break this 
repetitive cycle by producing less vulnerable conditions through post-disaster repairs and 
reconstruction.  The implementation of such hazard mitigation actions by State and local 
governments facilitates stronger, safer and smarter communities that will be able to reduce future 
damage and injuries.  
 

EMERGENCY SIREN TOWERS 
 
Emergency siren towers are strategically located in order to provide an audible warning when a 
dangerous situation could affect Township residents.  According to City of Wadsworth Fire 
Department and Emergency Medical Service officials, one emergency siren tower is located in 
Wadsworth Township near the southwest corner of the intersection of Leatherman and Reimer 
Roads.  Additional sirens, located in the City of Wadsworth and Guilford and Sharon Townships, 
provide additional emergency warnings to Township residents. 
 

EMERGENCY SHELTERS 
 
A list of emergency shelters is maintained by the Wadsworth Red Cross.  Each year the organization 
requests that facilities designate themselves as emergency shelters.  The shelters are not radioactive 
fall-out or tornado shelters; rather they are places that could provide emergency services or shelter 
for residents in the event of an emergency.  According to the information provided by the 
Wadsworth Red Cross, approximately 8,885 beds are available in shelter locations in the Wadsworth 
area as shown in Table 9 below. 
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Table 9: Wadsworth Area Emergency Shelters 
Name of Shelter Street Address Capacity

Wadsworth Township Locations:

The Key To My Fathers House 1825 Reimer Road 327          

Ridgewood Baptist Church 7891 Ridge Road 139          

Bethel Mennonite Church 2684 Seville Road 82            

Bethany Friends Church 8127 Wadsworth Road 53            

Sharon Township Location:

Northside Christian Church 7615 Ridge Road 160          

Wadsworth City Locations:

Wadsworth Middle School 150 Silvercreek Road 1,427        

Wadsworth High School 625 Broad Street 1,322        

Valley View Elementary School 160 West Good Avenue 718          

Isham Memorial Elementary School 348 College Street 604          

New Franklin Elementary School 200 Takacs Street 470          

Lincoln Elementary School 268 North Lyman Street 470          

Wadsworth Church of the Nazarene 743 High Street 350          

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 260 Broad Street 312          

Overlook Elementary School 524 Broad Street 304          

First Christian Church 116 Boyer Street 285          

Steiner Center 567 West School Drive 267          

United Methodist Church 195  Broad Street 240          

Central Intermediate School 151 Main Street 218          

Reimer Road Baptist Church 1055 Reimer Road 207          

Trinity United Church of Christ 215 High Street 204          

First Assembly of God 951 High Street 137          

Ambassador Baptist Church 620 Trease Road 112          

Center For Older Adults 138 High Street 106          

First Mennonite Church 405 Trease Road 92            

Grace Lutheran Church 146 High Street 92            

Masonic Temple 660 High Street 74            

Church of Christ 236 West Good Avenue 72            

Grace And Truth Tabernacle 157 Wadsworth Road 41            

Source: Wadsworth Red Cross.  
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
Law enforcement services are provided to the Township by the Medina County Sheriff.  The Sheriff 
and the City of Wadsworth Police have a mutual aid agreement that enables cooperation between 
police forces when necessary.  For more information visit the Sheriff’s website at 
www.medinasheriff.com. 
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SECTION 5 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
 
Transportation systems are vital for moving people and goods and serving existing businesses.  They 
also play a major role in guiding the location and type of development.  The following Section 
provides an overview of the transportation network in Wadsworth Township, and outlines 
improvements that are planned for the future. 
 

Existing Conditions 
 

TRANSPORTATION NETWORK 
 
The transportation network in a community consists of the pathways and facilities used to move 
people and products from one location to another.  The network includes but is not limited to the 
following: 
 
• Facilities for automobile and truck transport 
• Railways, rail stations, and intermodal facilities 
• Waterways and ports 
• Airways and airports 
• Bicycle circulation facilities 
• Pedestrian pathways 

 
Each of these modes of transportation will be considered in the following subsections.  The location 
of the facilities referenced above that are present in Wadsworth Township are displayed graphically 
on Map 3 Thoroughfare Plan. 
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FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF ROADS 
 
Functional classification is the process of grouping streets and highways into classes, or systems, 
according to the character of service they provide.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
promulgates the classification scheme. The designation of federal functional classification is made at 
least once every ten years following the decennial census taken by the U.S. Census Bureau, or 
whenever required by federal regulation.  The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
Functional Classification Committee works in conjunction with ODOT District Offices and various 
local government entities to establish the classifications of Ohio roadways.  The federal functional 
classification of rural and urban roads includes the following: 
 

Freeway System 
 
The freeway system includes interstate highways, freeways, and expressways.  Roadways are 
designated as freeways when they serve one or more of the following purposes: 
 
• Travel to and through urbanized areas 
• Travel to and through small urban areas 
• National defense (roads designated by the Federal government as part of the National 

Strategic Highway Corridor Network (STRAHNET)) 
• Interstate and regional commerce 
• Access to airports, seaports, and major rail terminals or intermodal transfer facilities 
• Access to major public facilities 
 
The “freeway” classification consists of thoroughfares with restricted access such as expressways 
and the Federal Interstate Highway System.  The freeway system serves the major centers of activity 
in a metropolitan area, and has the highest traffic volume corridors and facilitates the longest trips.  
Interstate 76 (I-76) is the only freeway located in the Township, and is identified on Map 3 
Thoroughfare Plan. 
 

Arterial System 
 
The arterial highway system provides a high level of mobility at high speeds and accounts for the 
largest proportion of total travel.  Roads are designated as arterials when they serve one or more of 
the following purposes: 
 
• Travel to and through urbanized areas 
• Travel to and through small urban areas 
• Regional commerce 
• Access to airports, seaports, and major rail terminals or intermodal transfer facilities 
• Access to major public facilities 
• Access to minor public facilities 

 
Arterials generally have higher design standards than other roads, often with multiple lanes and 
some degree of controlled access.  Examples of arterials include U.S. and State Routes.  The arterial 
system serves the major centers of activity in urban metropolitan areas as well as population 
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concentrations in rural areas.  Arterials facilitate movement between arterials and collectors.  The 
arterial system normally carries a high proportion of the total vehicular travel and most trips entering 
and leaving urban areas.  Arterials located in the Township are identified on Map 3 Thoroughfare Plan 
and include the following: 
 
� Akron Road (Wadsworth City east boundary east to Medina Line Road) 
� Greenwich Road (Wadsworth City west boundary east to Wadsworth Road, and Wadsworth 

City east boundary east to Medina Line Road) 
� Mount Eaton Road (Wadsworth City south boundary south to Eastern Road) 
� Ridge Road (Township north boundary south to Wadsworth City north boundary) 
� Wadsworth Road (Township west boundary south to Wadsworth City north boundary, and 

Wadsworth City south boundary south to Eastern Road) 
 

Collector Road System 
 
Collectors are typically two-lane roads that link major land uses to each other and arterials.  They are 
designed for shorter trips at lower speeds and provide a lower degree of mobility than arterials. 
Roads are designated as collectors when they serve one or more of the following purposes: 
 
• Interconnection of major thoroughfares 
• Interconnection of minor thoroughfares 
• Access to concentrated land use areas 
• Access to diffused land use areas 
 
The collector system provides traffic circulation within residential, commercial, and industrial areas.  
Unlike arterials, collector roads may penetrate residential communities, distributing traffic from the 
arterials to the ultimate destination for many motorists.  Collectors also channel traffic from local 
streets onto the arterial system.  Collector streets in the Township are identified on Map 3 
Thoroughfare Plan and include the following: 
 
� Eastern Road (Township west boundary east to Medina Line Road) 
� Greenwich Road (Township west boundary east to Wadsworth City west boundary) 
� Johnson Road (Wadsworth City boundary east to Medina Line Road [two sections]) 
� Leatherman Road (Reimer Road south to Wadsworth City north boundary) 
� Mennonite Road (Greenwich Road south to Eastern Road) 
� Reimer Road (Wadsworth Road east to the Wadsworth City west boundary, and Wadsworth 

City east boundary east to Medina Line Road) 
� Rittman Road (Wadsworth City south boundary south to Eastern Road) 
� Seville Road (Township west boundary east to Wadsworth City west boundary) 
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Local Street System 
 
Local streets represent the largest element in the road network in terms of mileage.  All public road 
mileage below the collector system would be considered local.  Local streets provide basic access 
between residential and commercial properties, connecting with higher order highways.  Examples 
of roads meeting the purpose described above include those located within a residential subdivision 
or less traveled Township roads.  According to the Medina County Engineer’s 2005 Annual Report, 
Wadsworth Township is currently responsible for maintaining 22.47 miles of Township roads.   
 

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION AND COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING 
 
The functional classification of roads according to Federal standards serves a variety of purposes, 
from impacting funding allocations to establishing speed limits and intersection design.  For the 
purpose of this Plan, the functional classification of roads has two broad implications. 
 
First, as communities grow, roads with lower classifications can evolve into roads serving the 
function of a higher class roadway.  As a result, roads designed and previously functioning as local 
roads begin to convey volumes of traffic more closely associated with collectors or arterials.  The 
Township should coordinate with the Medina County Highway Engineer to determine traffic 
thresholds, based upon average daily traffic counts, for each functional classification.  Such 
thresholds would play an integral role in planning for future transportation improvements 
throughout the Township.  Increasing use of local roads beyond their intended design capacity often 
leads to increasing congestion and risk of traffic incidents.  The Township should monitor traffic 
count and accident data on an annual basis and advise ODOT and the County of any roadways 
which represent safety and congestion concerns.   
 
Second, access management is an ongoing concern for all roadway classifications.  The management 
of existing curb cuts along developed roads can be extremely difficult.  The Township should 
consider developing an access management plan for highly traveled roadways.  In addition to 
developing an access management plan, the Township should review its site plan requirements to 
limit curb cuts.  The Township should also encourage ODOT and the Medina County Highway 
Engineer to limit and manage access points along arterials in the Township. 
 
The 1996 City of Wadsworth Comprehensive Plan Update includes a Transportation Map Update 
for 2003-2004.  This map shows multiple proposed future roadways within Wadsworth Township.  
These proposed future roadways include arterials, collectors, and local roads.  Some of the proposed 
roads include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
� Arterial road connection between Seville and Johnson Roads; 
� Collector road connection between Great Oaks/Park Center and Hartman Road; and 
� Collector road connection between West Street/Brouse Drive and Akron Road. 
 
The above proposed roads are shown on Map 3 Thoroughfare Plan.  The Township may wish to 
consider the above proposed roadways when making future land use and transportation decisions. 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
 
The Medina County Public Transit (MCPT) operates a demand-based service that is available 
Monday through Friday.  This service allows residents to arrange for pick-up and drop-off 
throughout Medina County, including Wadsworth Township. 
 

RAIL TRANSPORTATION 
 

Industrial Rail Access 
 
Wadsworth Township is traversed by an active Conrail Railroad.  The Conrail Railroad runs parallel 
to Rittman Road in the south and continues north into the City of Wadsworth, crossing Seville 
Road.  The Conrail line leaves Wadsworth City and re-enters the Township east of Silver Creek 
Road, crossing the eastern Township boundary into the City of Norton. 
 

Passenger and Commuter Rail Service 
 
Once a year the Orrville Railroad Heritage Society sponsors the “Medina Loop” passenger train 
excursion from the City of Orrville (Wayne County) to the City of Medina, which is the only time 
that passengers are served by Medina County rail lines.  The nearest Amtrak stations are located in 
Elyria and Cleveland, which are approximately 48 and 41 miles away, respectively.  
 

AIR TRANSPORTATION 
 
Wadsworth Municipal Airport (WMA) is a general aviation airport located in and owned by the City 
of Wadsworth.  WMA is located on Airport Drive, south of the Seville Road/Weber Drive 
intersection in the southwest portion of the City.  WMA is home to 149 aircraft and has an average 
of 112 aircraft operations per day.  Approximately 71 percent of all aircraft operations are local 
general aviation, 28 percent are transient general aviation, one percent air taxi, and less than one 
percent is military operations.  The City of Wadsworth is in the process of completing a Master Plan 
for WMA, scheduled to be completed in 2007.  The Township should monitor the planning process 
in regards to its impact on adjacent Township land uses.  
 
According to Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) information, as of September 28, 2006, and 
posted on the AirNav website (http://www.airnav.com/airport/3G3), the following airports also 
provide air service to the Township.  For reference, the information shown in parentheses is the 
distance from WMA in nautical miles (nm): 
 
� Skypark Airport, private (five miles west); 
� Medina Municipal Airport (eight nm north); 
� Wayne County Airport (10 nm southwest); 
� Akron Fulton International Airport (13 nm east); 
� Akron-Canton Regional Airport (15 nm east); 
� Kent State University Airport (18 nm northeast); and 
� Cleveland Hopkins International Airport. 
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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION 
 
The Medina County Park District’s Medina County Bike/Hike Plan (Phase I, 2001) identifies two 
conceptual trails that would traverse Wadsworth Township.  The first conceptual trail would run 
east and west between Lodi and Wadsworth into Summit County and connect to the Towpath Trail 
in Barberton.  The second conceptual trail would run north and south, providing connections to 
Silver Creek Metro Park in the south and the Hinckley Reservation and the Emerald Necklace Trail 
in the north.  These proposed pathways would connect Wadsworth Township to the Buckeye Trail, 
which traverses almost 1,435 miles throughout Ohio.  Refer to Map 3 Thoroughfare Plan for the 
location of these conceptual trails in the Township. 
 
The Township should consider cooperating with the City of Wadsworth to improve an old trolley 
line that travels from near Wadsworth City Hall east to Summit County and connects to the City of 
Norton.  The Township and City could work together to construct and connect the paths inside of 
their respective jurisdictions.  The pending Parks and Recreation Plan for the City of Wadsworth 
suggests that constructing the path would “improve the connections between parks, neighborhoods, 
commercial and commercial uses as well as to the towpath trail.” 
 
Pedestrian trails, bicycling trails, and other green space connections should be used to provide a 
cohesive appearance and act as traffic-calming mechanisms within the Township boundaries.  The 
Township should consider developing a detailed bicycle and pedestrian pathway plan to strengthen 
connections and improve opportunities for connections to future regional trails.  Such plan should 
identify opportunities to connect existing and future residential neighborhoods with future 
neighborhood retail shopping centers, schools, parks, open spaces, and other cultural and civic 
places within the Township, the City of Wadsworth, and the region.  The Plan should also identify 
regulatory land use tools to assure that future developments consider and incorporate the 
community's pedestrian pathway system.   
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SECTION 6 
EXISTING LAND USE 
 
Wadsworth Township includes a wide variety of development that has been constructed over a long 
period of time.  Residential uses have experienced rapid growth over the past 10 years, with more 
than twice as much land dedicated to residential uses in 2005 than in 1994.  Agriculture has 
remained the dominant land use in the Township, with approximately half of all land devoted to 
agriculture in both 1994 and 2005.  In 2005, 7.2 percent of all land was classified as vacant.  
 
For reference, the Township covers an area of approximately 15.6 square miles.  Of this area, 0.8 
square miles, or 5.3 percent, is right-of-way (roadway, railroad, etc.), and the remaining 14.8 square 
miles, or 94.7 percent, is in parcels under public or private ownership. 
 
Map 4 Existing Land Use shows existing Township land uses, based on the land use classifications 
used for taxing purposes by the Medina County Auditor.  All information represents general 
conditions and is not intended to reflect parcel-specific features.  A description of each of the eight 
existing land use categories, including definition, location, and the percentage of land in the 
Township devoted to each land use category follows.  
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Existing Conditions 
 

AGRICULTURE 
 

� Definition:  Agriculture land includes all land used actively as a general farm, livestock farm, 
dairy farm, poultry farm, fruit and nut farm, vegetable farm, tobacco farm, nurseries, and 
green houses.  This category does not include land classified as vacant agricultural land by 
the County Auditor.  

� Location:  Large continuous stretches of agriculture land are found throughout the 
Township.  The majority of agriculture land is found in the western portions of the 
Township.  

� Acreage:  Approximately 5,074.4 acres, or 50.9 percent, of the Township’s land falls into 
this category.  In terms of acreage, this use is the most dominant existing land use category 
in the Township.  Between 1994 and 2005, the total acreage of agriculture land has decreased 
by 513.6 acres from 5,588 to 5,074.4 acres.  

 

SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
 

� Definition:  Single family residential land includes all single family and two family dwellings 
on lots. 

� Location:  Single family residences are located throughout the Township.  
� Acreage:  Approximately 2,927.6 acres, or 29.4 percent, of the Township’s land falls into 

this category.  This is the second most dominant existing land use category in the Township.  
 

MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
 

� Definition:  Multiple family residential land includes all attached condominiums, 
apartments, manufactured housing, and other multiple family dwelling configurations. 

� Location:  Multiple family residences are located throughout the Township, and are 
normally located adjacent to or near single family residential uses.  

� Acreage:  Approximately 93.8 acres, or 0.9 percent, of the Township’s land falls into this 
category.  

 

COMMERCIAL/PUBLIC UTILITY 
 

� Definition:  Commercial/Public Utility land consists of commercial and offices uses, 
including retail stores, hotels, motels, theaters, as well as other compatible uses.  The 
category also includes land owned by public utilities, such as the Ohio Edison Company. 

� Location:  Commercial/Public Utility land is dotted throughout the Township, primarily 
along Arterial and Collector streets. 

� Acreage:  Approximately 199.6 acres, or 2.0 percent, of the Township’s land falls into this 
category.  Of the 199.6 total acres is this category, approximately 150 acres are owned by the 
Ohio Edison Company.  
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INDUSTRIAL 
 

� Definition:  Industrial land includes all industrial and mining uses.  
� Location:  Most industrial land is located along the Akron Barberton Cluster Railway, which 

runs through the southern portion of the Township.  A small amount of industrial land is 
also located along Wadsworth Road in the northwestern portion of the Township.  

� Acreage:  Approximately 46.9 acres, or 0.5 percent, of the Township’s land falls into this 
category.  

 

INSTITUTIONAL/PARKLAND  
 

� Definition:  The Institutional/Parkland category includes community churches, civic 
organizations, and parkland owned by either the City of Wadsworth or the Akron 
Metropolitan Park District.  

� Location:  Institutional/Parkland land is scattered throughout the Township.  
� Acreage:  Approximately 222.7 acres, or 2.2 percent, of the Township’s land falls into this 

category. 
 

PRIVATE RECREATION  
 

� Definition:  Private recreation land includes privately owned recreation uses, such as golf 
courses.  

� Location:  Private recreation land is located in the northeastern portion of the Township 
along Reimer Road.  

� Acreage:  Approximately 161.4 acres, or 1.6 percent, of the Township’s land falls into this 
category. 

 

VACANT LAND 
 

� Definition:  Vacant land includes all undeveloped land and land with vacant buildings, 
regardless of use. 

� Location:  Vacant parcels are scattered throughout the Township.  There are a few large 
parcels that are currently zoned to accommodate industrial uses south of Wall Road and east 
of Pifer Road.  Most other vacant parcels appear to be located in platted subdivisions 
throughout the Township. 

� Acreage:  Approximately 717.6 acres, or 7.2 percent, of the Township’s land falls into this 
category. 
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SECTION 7 
FUTURE LAND USE 
 
One of the most important components of the Plan is the Future Land Use Map. Map 5 Future Land 
Use consolidates existing conditions information collected in Sections 2 through 6 of this Plan with 
the public input gathered throughout the process to create a vision of future land use in the 
Township.  Map 5 Future Land Use should be used as a tool to guide future land use policies and 
decisions, and reflects responsible use and reuse of land that is consistent with the Township’s 
visions.  
 

FUTURE LAND USE 
Map 5 Future Land Use recommends three future land use categories. Descriptions of these categories 
follow: 
 
 

RESIDENTIAL 0.50 DU/ACRE 
The Residential 0.50 DU/acre (minimum lot size of two acres) future land use category applies to 
most areas of the Township and can be characterized as follows: areas of the Township that have 
both large and small lot sizes, areas with both minimal environmental constraints and significant 
natural features such as floodplains, slopes greater than 12 percent, and high ground water pollution 
potential, areas located adjacent to and/or surrounded by the City of Wadsworth, and areas that are  
either served by central water and/or sewer service or lack such services.  This category provides for 
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residential development within the Township.  Potential uses include agriculture, single and two-
family homes, multi-family developments, planned residential developments, schools, parks, and 
trails.  This category comprises approximately 14,432 acres or 90 percent of the Township. 
 

OFFICE/SERVICE 
The Office/Service land use category is located in limited areas directly adjacent to or in close 
proximity to freeway interchanges or major roadway intersections.  Recommended uses include 
professional office uses such as banks and law offices, neighborhood services such as grocery stores, 
hardware stores, and dry cleaners, and other small-scale limited retail establishments, with higher 
intensity uses permitted closer to highway interchanges as conditional uses.  This category comprises 
approximately 115 acres or 1 percent of the Township. 
 

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL  
The Light Industrial land use category applies to those areas that are primarily industrial in use, but 
are in proximity to residential land uses.  The proximity of these areas to residential uses requires 
that less intense industrial uses are developed or redeveloped, in order to keep intense industrial uses 
separate from residential uses.  These areas are appropriate for research and development, light 
industrial and manufacturing, and other industrial uses that will not adversely affect adjacent 
residential uses.  This category comprises approximately 1,426 acres or 9 percent of the Township. 
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SECTION 8 
PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
This Section displays results from the S.W.O.T. (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) 
analysis and lists the goals, objectives, and specific implementation strategies for the Plan. 
 

S.W.O.T. ANALYSIS RESULTS 
 
A S.W.O.T. analysis was completed with members of the Steering Committee at the October 10, 
2006 and December 12, 2006 meetings.  At the October meeting, members of the Steering 
Committee were asked to identify what they perceived to be the Township’s Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats.  At the December meeting, members were then asked to prioritize the 
list of issues identified in the S.W.O.T. analysis using a system of voting. 
 
Each member was given a total of three votes and asked to place votes next to items included in the 
identified list of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats.  No restrictions were placed on 
the number of votes that each member could place on any one item.  In other words, a member 
could choose to place three votes on one item, two votes on one item and a single vote on a third 
item, or one vote on each of three items, provided that they did not exceed a total of three votes.  
Presented below are the results of the prioritized S.W.O.T. analysis, with items shown in descending 
order according to the number of total votes received.  All items identified in the S.W.O.T. analysis, 
regardless of whether or not they received any votes from Steering Committee members, are 
provided below. 
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Strengths 
8 Rural character 
4 Water quality – good wells 
2 County sewer – limited availability (city maintained) 
2 Low crime 
2 Small town feel 
2 Watershed protection/Wolf Creek 
1 Dependable community infrastructure/utilities 
1 Interstate proximity 
School system – Good rating 
Roads are well maintained 
Perk - $0.00 income tax 
Township is fiscally sound 
Nice, new, well cared for homes 
Higher education opportunities nearby 
Open space 
Wildlife 
Access to Medina/Metroparks, and nearby metro areas (Akron and Cleveland) 
Airports (ease of access to several; Wadsworth Municipal, Skypark, Medina Municipal, Akron-
Canton, and Cleveland Hopkins) 
Clean (low pollution) industrial base 
Access to good healthcare – Wadsworth and beyond 
 

Weaknesses 
7 Inability to provide services/utilities, water – leads to annexation 
2 Lack of options to keep farms (not proactive) from developers 
1 Odd boundaries – causes disconnection and inefficiencies for provision of services 
Aging housing stock 
Lack of flexibility in zoning 
Concern about maintenance of open space in residential development 
Lack of voice/power for Township officials to impact and guide development 
 

Opportunities 
3 Identify areas (geographical) for cooperation 
2 Alternative residential development strategies that save green space 
2 Parks plan/land acquisitions for open space preservation 
2 Promote current strengths Township ?? 
2 Western Reserve Land Conservancy (Medina/local) increased conservation  opportunities 
1 Getting to know city’s plans for commercial areas 
1 Increase tax base (JEDD’s /CEDA) 
Cooperative service agreements with city (increase fire, EMS, sewer, sanitation, cable, electric) 
Brick Yard 
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Threats 
6 Annexation  
1 Growing cities 
1 Density/ population jeopardizes strengths and opportunities 
Increased traffic causes road safety troubles 
Nonconforming architectural styles (currently in city) – low quality, incompatibility with surrounding 
properties and buildings 
Aging housing stock/ changing housing preferences 
Not knowing city and plans for growth 
Density in adjoining and encroaching city 
Ground water quality and availability at risk because of encroaching development 
 
Items identified through the S.W.O.T. analysis were utilized and incorporated, where applicable, into 
the goals, objectives, and implementation strategies for the Plan, which are discussed below. 
 

GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
 
The Steering Committee first discussed draft goals and objectives at the January 9, 2007 meeting.  
Goals are broad, general statements that represent the shared vision of the Township.  The goals 
have been grouped into three categories: Quality of Life, Environment, and Community.  These 
categories were selected based on the input received throughout the planning process, particularly 
the S.W.O.T. analysis. 
 
Objectives are listed below each goal.  While the goals are broad and present a vision, objectives are 
more defined and usually more easily measured.  Objectives can be seen as the steps necessary to 
achieve each goal.  
 
Below each objective are the implementation strategies related to that objective.  Implementation 
strategies represent concrete courses of action that the Township can take to attain each objective.  
Following each implementation strategy is a brief explanation of specific actions the Township 
should take to implement the stated strategy.  Following each implementation strategy is a space 
provided for the Township to identify the responsible party, timetable, and date for completion of 
the above strategy. 
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GOAL: QUALITY OF LIFE.  Preserve Wadsworth Township’s rural, small-town 
character. 

 
OBJECTIVE 1: Encourage development and redevelopment that protects the public health, 

safety, and welfare of the community. 
 
Strategy 1: Ensure development and redevelopment decisions and regulations are 

consistent with Plan recommendations.  Following adoption of the Plan, local 
officials should consider a comprehensive update to the Township’s Zoning 
Resolution to ensure that zoning regulations are in accordance with the Plan.  The 
Future Land Use map provides a basis for Zoning Map updates while the Zoning 
Resolution text should incorporate various Plan recommendations that aim to 
preserve the Township’s rural, small-town character.  

 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
 

Strategy 2: Develop a plan to educate public officials, residents, business owners, and 
developers on Plan recommendations.  Plan recommendations are likely to 
impact Township residents and businesses.  Plan recommendations should be made 
available to the public and referenced in zoning decisions, including Zoning 
Resolution amendments. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 3: Update the Plan within five to 10 years of Plan adoption.  The Plan should be 

updated regularly in order to properly respond to changing Township conditions, 
including, demographic shifts, changes in Township land use distribution, and 
changes in Township preferences. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL: QUALITY OF LIFE.  Preserve Wadsworth Township’s rural, small-town 
character. 

 
OBJECTIVE 2: Ensure low-impact residential development that complements the rural, 

small-town character of the community. 
 
Strategy 1: Create planned districts to ensure conservation of valuable open space that 

can preserve greenway corridors and other natural features and resources.  
The Township should encourage use of innovative zoning tools, such as Planned 
Residential Development.  Priority should be given to development that provides 
extensive common open space and preserves environmentally sensitive areas (as 
identified on Map 2 Natural Features). 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 2: Create an architectural review board, or other enforcement agent, and adopt 

landscape and architectural standards and procedures.  Per ORC Section 
519.171, Townships may create an architectural review board to enforce compliance 
with any zoning standards it may adopt pertaining to landscaping or architectural 
elements (excluding exterior materials).  Standards and procedures must also be 
adopted.  The enforcement of landscaping or architectural elements standards and 
procedures may be delegated to the Zoning Inspector or Zoning Commission.  
Adoption of such standards could help to ensure new development is compatible 
with the existing rural small-town character in the Township.  
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 3: Require large front yard setbacks for all Township residential subdivisions.  

The Township should require all new subdivisions to provide substantial front yard 
setbacks.  These standards could also be incorporated into Planned Residential 
Development Overlay District regulations.  Landscaped development entrances 
should be required as part of adopted Township standards for planned 
developments and encouraged for other developments. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL: QUALITY OF LIFE.  Preserve Wadsworth Township’s rural, small-town 
character. 

 
OBJECTIVE 2: Ensure low-impact residential development that complements the rural, 

small-town character of the community. 
 
Strategy 4: Develop standards regarding the quality, configuration, and maintenance of 

open space.  One defining element of a rural landscape is open space. While open 
space can be defined in a number of different ways, for the purposes of this Plan, 
open space is defined as an undeveloped piece of land adding ecological, scenic or 
recreational value to an urban area.  Open space can be publicly or privately owned.  
The Township should require long-term maintenance of all open space within 
planned developments.  When possible, emphasis should be placed on creating 
greenway linkage between both public and private open spaces.  The Township 
should require that planned developments provide a certain percentage of open 
space.  
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL: QUALITY OF LIFE.  Preserve Wadsworth Township’s rural, small-town 
character. 

 
OBJECTIVE 3: Encourage the development and redevelopment of under-utilized non-

residential land. 
 
Strategy 1: Perform a market study to determine reasonable use options for the Brick 

Yard property.  A market study should be performed to determine alternatives to 
turn the currently vacant industrially zoned property into a tax generating property 
for the Township.  
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 2:  Pursue cooperative agreements with surrounding municipalities and other 

entities that could provide support to both existing and future businesses and 
the Township.  Cooperative agreements with surrounding municipalities include 
Joint Economic Development Districts (JEDDs), which would enable the Township 
to share income tax revenues with the participating municipalities.  Both the 
Township and participating municipalities would benefit from such an agreement. 
JEDDs are one method of reducing the threat of annexation.  The Township should 
also encourage existing and future businesses to work with other entities that can 
offer tax incentives and financing mechanisms such as the Medina County Port 
Authority.  
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 3: Allow limited commercial and office activity adjacent to City of Wadsworth 

municipal boundaries, where appropriate, and currently industrially zoned 
land.  Limited commercial and office activity would create a transition from more 
intense industrial uses to residential uses.  Such uses could also greatly contribute to 
the Township’s tax base if included in a JEDD, as outlined in Strategy 2, above. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL: QUALITY OF LIFE.  Preserve Wadsworth Township’s rural, small-town 
character. 

 
OBJECTIVE 3: Encourage the development and redevelopment of under-utilized non-

residential land. 
 
Strategy 4: Establish a committee to guide economic development in the Township 

including implementation of the above strategies.  Economic development 
activities are an important and can often play a major role in determining the long 
term fiscal stability of any community.  In addition to implementing the above 
strategies, such a committee could also focus on job retention and attraction 
strategies, and work to foster a balanced tax base within the Township.  
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL:   ENVIRONMENT.  Protect and enhance natural and environmentally 
sensitive areas. 

 
OBJECTIVE 1: Preserve critical natural features.  
 
Strategy 1: Prevent development in or adjacent to steep slopes, wetlands, riparian 

corridors, and floodplains.  Establishment of steep slope regulations, wetland and 
riparian corridor setbacks, and floodplain overlay districts will ensure that 
development does not negatively impact critical natural features.  
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 2: Protect rare and endangered plant and animal species.  The Township should 

utilize the Natural Heritage Database and work with the ODNR to determine the 
habitat needs of endangered plant and animal species.  Development should be 
directed away from property containing rare and endangered plant and animal 
species.  The Township should seek to acquire or secure conservation easements for 
property found to contain rare and endangered plant and animal species.  
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 3: Support acquisition of land containing critical natural features cited above.  

The Township should coordinate with the Medina County Parks District and 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy to identify priority natural features areas for 
acquisition.  The Township should also seek state and federal funding to acquire 
property for future Township parks and explore dedicated revenue sources to 
support Township local shares, such as property tax levies. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL:   ENVIRONMENT.  Protect and enhance natural and environmentally 
sensitive areas. 

 
OBJECTIVE 1: Preserve critical natural features.  
 
Strategy 4:  Require wetland delineations, groundwater supply studies, and detailed 

environmental impact studies for proposed developments.  The Township 
should require developers to provide information outlining the potential negative 
effects of any proposed development that exceeds specified thresholds.  The 
Township should incorporate such requirements into landscape and architectural 
standards and procedures.  Environmental impact analyses should be required for all 
conditional uses. 
 
 Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL:   ENVIRONMENT.  Protect and enhance natural and environmentally 
sensitive areas. 

  
OBJECTIVE 2: Encourage low-impact development and redevelopment that preserves and 

conserves natural features and resources. 
 
Strategy 1: Adopt flexible zoning regulations to preserve critical natural features and 

preserve open space.  The Township should encourage use of innovative zoning 
tools, such as Planned Residential Development.  Priority should be given to 
development that provides extensive common open space and preserves 
environmentally sensitive areas (as identified on Map 2 Natural Features). 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 2: Adopt zoning regulations that promote the use of green building practices.  

Green building techniques such as the use of permeable asphalt, natural roofs, and 
rain gardens should be encouraged as part of new planned development.  Incentives 
should be identified and provided for utilization of green building techniques. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 3: Require planting of native plant species.  The Township should develop 

landscaping standards which require the use of native plant species.  Native plant 
species enhance existing habitat by supporting diverse wildlife, reducing 
maintenance, improving soil fertility, and seldom require fertilizers or chemical 
pesticides. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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 GOAL:   ENVIRONMENT.  Protect and enhance natural and environmentally 
sensitive areas. 

 
OBJECTIVE 3: Promote and advocate public involvement in natural resource conservation 

and preservation. 
 
Strategy 1: Facilitate and initiate community-wide events that encourage citizen 

participation in natural resource conservation and preservation.  The Township 
should explore the feasibility of initiating a tree planting and recycling program.  
Grant funding is often available to assist communities in initiating natural resource 
related programs. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 

Strategy 2: Encourage and support initiatives related to natural resource conservation 
and preservation.  The Township should provide written and/or financial support 
for public and/or private initiatives related to natural resources conservation and 
preservation.  Letters of support and/or matching funds provided by the Township 
can have a substantial impact on the successful funding of programs.   
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 3: Develop a plan to provide public education and outreach regarding natural 

resource conservation and preservation to increase awareness of 
environmental issues.  The Township should provide information to Township 
residents about the steps they can take to protect the environment, such as properly 
disposing hazardous household wastes, maintaining septic systems, conserving water, 
and other environmental regulations.  The Township Bulletin Board on the 
Township’s website provides an excellent venue for disseminating valuable 
educational information.  
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL: COMMUNITY.  Maintain and enhance existing community facilities, 
services, and infrastructure to meet community needs. 

 
OBJECTIVE 1: Ensure community and encourage regional services and facilities that meet 

the needs of the community. 
 
Strategy 1: Cooperate with various entities to ensure connectivity, where possible, with 

Wadsworth City, Medina County, Summit County, and other pubic and 
private open spaces and identify responsible parties to implement this 
strategy.  The greatest benefit of open spaces can be realized when those open 
spaces are connected.  This can benefit both the users of the open space and the 
natural environments contained within the open space.  The Township should 
ensure that open spaces are expanded and connected where possible.  
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 2: Ensure that local services meet the needs of Township residents and 

businesses.  Local services include zoning administration and inspection, road 
repair and maintenance, emergency response, schools, economic development, and 
others.  The Township should identify gaps and, where feasible, explore cooperative 
agreements to maintain services to businesses and residents.  These services are vital 
to the health, safety, and welfare of the Township. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 3: Develop and maintain a hazardous/emergency response plan that is specific 

to the industries and activities occurring in the Township to ensure that the 
Township is prepared to address any possible events.  In 2005, the Township 
adopted the County’s All Hazards and Flood Mitigation Plan.  The County Sheriff 
and the City of Wadsworth provide policing and fire/EMS services, respectively, to 
the Township.  The Township should work cooperatively with the County, the City, 
and other entities in preparation of its plan. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL: COMMUNITY.  Maintain and enhance existing community facilities, 
services, and infrastructure to meet community needs. 

 
OBJECTIVE 2: Promote transportation improvements that preserve the current rural 

appearance of the Township. 
 
Strategy 1: Maintain rural road resolution standards for all Township roads.  Rural road 

standards which require open ditches and chip and seal construction with no curbs 
will aid in preserving the current rural appearance of Township roads.  Township 
roads should continue to be maintained on a regular basis and resurfaced on a 
rotating basis.   
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 2: Coordinate with ODOT and the County Engineer on any future proposed 

changes and improvements to State and County roadways in the Township.  
Major widening of collectors should be discouraged.  The Township should identify 
targeted improvements and encourage response to specific areas of concern.  
Proposed improvements should include, but not be limited to center turn lanes and 
provision for accel/decel lanes.  Existing natural features and landscaping elements 
within and adjacent to existing rights-of-way should be preserved whenever possible.   
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 
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GOAL: COMMUNITY.  Maintain and enhance existing community facilities, 
services, and infrastructure to meet community needs. 

 
OBJECTIVE 3: Provide for safe and efficient movement of people and goods throughout the 

community and the region. 
 
Strategy 1: Monitor traffic count and accident data to identify safety and capacity issues.  

Traffic count and accident data should be monitored on an annual basis.  The 
Township should advise ODOT and the County of any roadways which represent 
safety and congestion concerns.  Development of a standard for determining 
roadway classification based upon average daily traffic counts should be initiated.  
Regulations reducing the number of curb cuts and promoting shared access points 
should also be developed. 
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 2: Develop a plan to encourage safe pedestrian and non-motorized vehicle 

circulation.  The Township should require all new developments to incorporate a 
combination of sidewalks, pathways, and dedicated bikeways.  Linkages between 
existing and proposed pedestrian circulation infrastructure should be encouraged.  
The Township should promote implementation of the Medina County Bike/Hike 
Plan where applicable.   
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 

 
Strategy 3: Require interconnectivity between existing and proposed rights-of-way.  The 

Township should work with the County to ensure that existing and proposed streets 
are connected to alleviate unnecessary congestion and facilitate efficient response 
times for fire and safety personnel.  The Township should coordinate with the City 
of Wadsworth to implement those proposed transportation system improvements 
identified in the 1996 City of Wadsworth Comprehensive Plan Update that are 
acceptable to the Township.    
 
Responsible Parties: ____________________________ 
 
Timetable: ____________________________ 
 
Completed: ____________________________ 




