
Analysis of Chamwell Questionnaire 
 
Review of questionnaires circulated to families of pupils attending Special schools in 
Gloucestershire 
. 
109 responses – 108 from Milestone School and 1 from Battledown School, 0 from 
Paternoster. Belmont School responses were analysed separately. 
 

1. Ages of pupils 
 
 

2. Disability   
a Severe physical disability – requires hoist  

14 (13%) 
b Physical disability but ambulant 19 (17%) 

 
c Severe learning disability or autism 

 
89 (81% ) 

d Sensory issues, requires minimal stimulation 
 

31 (28%) 

e Behaviour disorder – requires additional support 30 (27%) 
 

 
3. Weekend Family swim session    

a Yes 87 (80%) 
b Saturday morning Yes 47 (43%) 
c Saturday afternoon Yes    70 (64%) 

 
4. Features of family swim session 

a Weekly sessions Agree  97 (89%) 
b 30 mins pool time with 2x15 mins changing Agree  95 (87%) 
c Not more than 4 per family Agree  79 (72%) 
d Lifeguard present but no in-pool staff Agree  94 (86%) 
e Families support own children in and out of pool Agree  97 (89%) 
f Charge to cover costs Agree  97 (89%) 
g £10  Agree  97 (89%) 
h £12 Agree  49 (45%) 
i £15 Agree  27 (25%) 
j Willing to apply for a grant? Agree  43 (39%) 

 
5. Physiotherapy, therapies, and activities for children with physical Disability Levels 

1 and 2 (n=30) 
a Interested in weekly hydrotherapy with a physio?  
  Disability 1 (severe physical) 

 
     11/16  (69%) 

  Disability 2 (mild to moderate 
physical) 

     8/14  (57%) 

  2- 7yrs    n=17 8 – 12yrs  n=65 13-16yrs n=25 >17yrs  n = 0 



 
  Totals Disability 1 and 2 

 
     19/30 (63%) 

b Payment for 10 physio sessions   £50 (Disability 1 and 2) 
 

Yes 9/30 (30%) 

 Payment for 10 physio sessions   £70 (Disability 1 and 2) 
 

Yes  7/30 (23%) 

c Para-athletics Disability 1:  3/16 (19%) Disability 2: 6/14 (43%) 
d Rebound Therapy Disability 1:  10/16 (62%) Disability 2: 9/14 (64%) 
e Climbing wall Disability 1: 3/16 (19%) 

 
Disability 2: 7/14 (50%) 

f Soft Play Disability 1: 7/16 (44%) Disability 2: 10/14 (71%) 
g Multi-ability rugby 

(MAR) 
Disability 1: 0/16 (0%) Disability 2: 2/14 (14.2%) 

 
 

6. Activity preferences – All participants (n=109) 
a Para-athletics 20/109  (18%) 
b Rebound Therapy 77/109  (71%) 
c Climbing wall 71/109  (65%) 
d Soft play 88/109  (81%) 
e MAR 30/109  (27%) 

 
 

7. Prepared to assist with fundraising activities Yes  37/109  (34%) 
 

8. Would like to receive a regular newsletter Yes  89/109  (82%) 
 
 
Summary of Findings 
Approximately one third of parents with children at The Milestone School responded to the 
questionnaire. 
Of those 89 (81%) described their child as having severe learning disability (in fact almost all 
children attending The Milestone School have SLD), 13 percent had severe physical disability 
and 17 percent mild to moderate disability. 
 
Eighty percent (80%) of families would value a family swim session on Saturdays with a 
slight preference for afternoons. The majority agreed that the sessions would be weekly; 
have 30 -45 minutes pool time (the maximum permitted for a hydrotherapy pool); with 
lifeguard present but no in-pool staff; and families to support their own children inside and 
outside the pool.  
Seventy-nine percent (79%) agreed to no more than four children per family, there was 
however a significant minority who felt strongly that this would discriminate against large 
families. 
 
Ninety-seven percent (97%) agreed to a charge to cover Chamwell’s costs: 

- 89% agreed to £10 per session; 



- 45% to £12 per session; and 
- 25% to £15 per session. 
- 39% of respondents reported they would be prepared to apply for a grant 

(Barnwood). 
 
Question 5 applied only to children with physical disability (D1 severe, D2 mild to 
moderate). 
Sixty-three percent (63%) of carers of children with physical disability would like weekly 
sessions with a physiotherapist present. Of those, 30 percent would pay £50 for 10 group 
sessions and 23 percent would pay £70. 
 
Over 50 percent of respondents would like access to rebound therapy and soft play, with 
smaller numbers for para-athletics and MAR.  A total of nine (9) children were interested in 
para-athletics and 10 in the climbing wall. 
 
Looking at all participants, 71 percent were interested in rebound therapy, 65 percent in the 
climbing wall and 81 percent in soft play. Twenty-seven percent (27%) were interested in 
MAR. Para-athletics is only applicable to the physical disabilities. 
 
37 parents / carers were prepared to help with fundraising and 89 wished to receive regular 
newsletters. 


