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Dear Kesem Friends and Family,

Thank you for being a part of our community and for your support. Thanks to you, Kesem continued 

to provide thousands of transformative experiences for children impacted by a parent’s cancer. In 

another year when Kesem mattered more than ever, we showed up for families, providing both virtual 

and in-person programming. We connected children and teens to their peers, increasing their confi-

dence and ability to navigate their parent’s cancer diagnosis. 

One camper this year reflected, “To be able to be with kids that have been through things that I have 

is incredible, and everyone is so nice. This will truly help me and I feel that just being myself and having 

fun is awesome.” 

With cautious optimism, we intend to return to full in-person camp programming for Summer 2022. We 

plan for this return with conviction and promise to create experiences that can be carried forward for 

a lifetime. 

Kesem remains the nation’s largest community dedicated to serving children impacted by a parent’s 

cancer, and we know that families need more from us. Kesem is about to embark on setting its next 

strategic plan, determining how we can best scale to serve more children in impactful ways. I am  

excited for the next Kesem chapter we all build together.

As always, thank you for your steadfast support. 

Alicia Kabir

Chief Executive Officer

“I am proud that Kesem supported children and 

their families in as many ways as possible in 

2021. Based on family input, and thanks to your 

generous support, we delivered 256 weeks of 

both virtual and in-person programming across 

the country, providing the children who need 

Kesem a community that continues to foster 

hope, joy, and resilience.” 

Ben Cornwell 

Chair, Board of Directors

	 A  L E T T E R  F R O M  
				       			  O U R  C E O
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Childhood is an important time. Parents know 

the courage it takes to guide their child through 

this formative moment in the human journey, and 

share in the simple hope that their child will feel 

supported, loved, happy, and unburdened in 

these cherished days. 

Unfortunately, over 5 million children are experi-

encing a painful interruption to their childhood. 

Cancer affects the whole family—extending pa-

rental worry and fear and introducing a host of 

potential obstacles that you would never wish 

on anyone, let alone a child. Anxiety, emotional 

isolation, loss of social interest, and feelings of 

hopelessness are all commonly experienced by 

children whose parent has been diagnosed with  

cancer,  and they can last well into  adulthood. 

No parent should have to choose between fight-

ing for their life and fighting for their child’s joy, or 

their future. 

W H Y  W E  D O  W H AT  W E  D O

A L L E V I AT I N G  T H E  H A R D S H I P 

The American Academy of Child and  
Adolescent Psychology found that  

grieving children may show one or  

more of these signs:

•	 loss of interest in daily activities

•	 inability to sleep

•	 loss of appetite

•	 fear of being alone

•	 acting much younger for an  
extended period

•	 withdrawal from friendships

•	 drop in school performance or  
refusal to attend school

MY SON WOULD NOT BE  

AS CONFIDENT AND  

HAPPY AND KIND IF IT WEREN’T 

FOR THIS CAMP AND THE 

AMAZING COUNSELORS.”  

—KESEM PARENT

“

2021 KESE M DONOR I M PACT RE PORT

Kesem is the largest national organization ded-

icated to creating the space, community, and 

resources necessary for this unique, far-reaching, 

and vulnerable population of children affected 

by a parent’s cancer. Harnessing the power of our 

student leader model, and the generosity of our 

thousands of supporters, Kesem remains focused 

on scaling responsibly to serve more children, and 

change more lives, every year.
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Kesem serves our community by first mobilizing empathetic and 

passionate college student leaders from diverse identities and 

backgrounds to commit to volunteer in service of children affected 

by a parent’s cancer. They channel their energy, skills, and com-

mitment into directing a Kesem chapter on their college campus. 

This experiential leadership opportunity presents students with 

a robust training curriculum and practical experience in critical 

thinking, teamwork, public speaking, problem-solving, project 

management, and financial management. Students who run chap-

ters and lead committees receive full-time support from Kesem’s 

professional staff. Our national staff aims to cultivate and nurture 

students’ talents, preparing them to better serve as influential 

leaders in their future endeavors.

In addition to camp, Kesem chapters offer multiple services, includ-

ing year-round support, that address the unique psychosocial 

needs of the children we serve. This support empowers them to 

find their voice, establish supportive relationships, builds resil-

ience, and transforms their experience with a parent’s cancer and 

its impact on their life. 

At our 130+ chapters across the country, these efforts yield en-

during community connections that last through and beyond a 

parent’s cancer.

Student leaders commit to a year-long volunteer position 

at Kesem. During their term, they create and manage every 

aspect of Camp Kesem. They specifically plan a dynamic 

week of camp activities and help build a community that 

helps children find relief from stressors at home. Thanks to 

these leaders, children have a meaningful, fun, and safe 

experience at Kesem. 

Throughout the year, Kesem provides extensive training and 

interpersonal skill development to these student leaders. The 

outcome: these students emerge as uniquely well-rounded 

young professionals and enter the workforce able to make 

critical decisions with compassion and empathy.

In addition to managing both their peers and a professional 

health and wellness team, Kesem student leaders serve as 

caring, trusted, and positive role models who campers look 

up to. They thoughtfully lead creative activities, games, 

and songs, and also take the time to listen, talk, and reflect 

with campers and support their well-being and personal 

growth. These young adults make a significant difference 

for children and, in the process, change the trajectory of 

their own lives.

I T  A L L  S TA R T S  W I T H  O U R 
S T U D E N T  VO L U N T E E R S

 T H E  N E X T  G E N E R AT I O N  O F  
C O M PA S S I O N AT E  L E A D E R S

 

T H E  I M P O R TA N C E  O F  
P E E R  S U P P O R T  O N  
YO U T H  M E N TA L  H E A LT H :

Kesem offers children the  

opportunity to connect with  

peers who can truly empathize 

with their situation. Peer support 

offers a level of acceptance, 

understanding, and validation not 

found in many other relationships.

Peer support is demonstrated to:

•	 Improve an individual’s quality of life

•	 Improve an individual’s whole health  
(including chronic conditions)

•	 Help people realize that they are not alone

•	 Build confidence and an understanding that  
better days are ahead

•	 Reducing the overall cost of service

•	 Serve as a resource for people seeking  
additional levels of care to complement their 
treatment within healthcare settings

2021 KESE M DONOR I M PACT RE PORT
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2021 KESE M DONOR I M PACT RE PORT

KESEM CHAPTERS

KESE M AT HOM E 

WE E KE N D CAM P 

DAY PROGRAM 

FI E LD TRI P

TOTAL KESEM PROGRAM  
EXPERIENCES IN 2021

PARE NTS THAT AGRE E 

TH E I R CH I LD(RE N) 

HAD FU N

PARE NTS THAT AGRE E 

TH E I R CH I LD(RE N) 

FE LT I NCLU DE D
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Since Kesem began in 2000, and especially over the 

past two years, we centered our decisions on two 

things: what does our community need? And how do 

we keep our community safe and feeling connected? 

Beginning with the early decision to shift our in-person 

Camp Kesem programming to Kesem at Home virtual 

programming and spanning to our decision to initiate 

new fall programs in 2021, this has been our priority. 

Countless children spent the entirety of 2020 remote 

learning due to the pandemic. Schools have largely 

returned to in-person this year, but many vulnerable 

families have chosen to stay virtual to avoid potential 

exposure. Due to this switch to remote learning, children 

have lost much of their access to the support systems 

often offered via in-school programs, including coun-

seling. UNESCO reported increased social isolation as 

one of the numerous adverse consequences of school 

closures on children—intensifying a challenge that the 

children we serve already face.

The introduction and enduring practice of COVID-19 

safety measures over the last couple of years ampli-

fied our understanding of the meaning, power, and 

immense value of connection. We are so proud of our 

families and our supporters rallying around our virtual 

YO U R  I M PAC T

programming. Yet, we also heard our families’ desires for 

in-person togetherness.

Once again, thanks to supporters like you, we were able 

to meet our community’s needs creatively and efficiently 

with the design of our in-person fall program offerings. 

Whether via weekend camp, day programs, or field trips, 

this community worked to reunite our returning campers 

with the friends they couldn’t see due to COVID-19. We  

understand health to be a major concern for our families, 

and along with our important work came an obligation to 

take health, safety, and the risk COVID-19 poses incred-

ibly seriously as we returned to in-person programming.  

Taking these imperative extra steps to mitigate risk has 

come with increased costs in running our programs.  

Areas where we have seen an increase in costs include: 

socially-distanced transportation, PPE, facility rentals (for 

hosting programming), and fees for nursing in light of in-

creased demand for healthcare workers.

The impact that Kesem has on the lives of the children 

and families we serve is priceless—but meeting the cost 

of making our programming free and accessible to our 

community is something that can only be made possible 

by your generosity. 

P OT E N T I A L  S I D E B A R  D ATA : 

What Kesem means for our kids and their families

Include a long-form testimonial (with visuals) that 

exemplifies our impact and affirms the decision we 

made (two programs)

“When my children were 4 and 6, their father, a radiation 

oncologist, was diagnosed with cancer. As a mother, I was 

desperate to help my children face the new world we had 

entered, where illness and fear always seemed just under 

the surface of daily life. The social worker at our pedia-

trician’s office told us about Kesem—and I will be forever 

grateful to that person. Camp Kesem saved our family. My 

children had a childhood because of Camp Kesem—time 

free from the burden and pain of their father’s cancer. 

They had time to be “Pixie” and “Ace” and to have silly 

moments of fun with other campers and with caring, smart 

student counselors. 	

Kesem was a refuge for us all. I knew that my children 

were safe and happy at camp, and when they were with 

our counselors for Kesem By Your Side visits. I knew there 

was a group of thoughtful young adults who were ready 

to support me as a mother, by supporting and accompa-

nying my kids on this journey in just the right ways. When 

their father succumbed to his cancer four years ago,  

Kesem was by our side in ways I hadn’t expected, despite 

knowing I could count on them for years already. After his 

burial, my kids asked to go to our Camp Kesem chapter  

Friends + Family Day that happened to be planned for 

that very day. The counselors, who knew what had hap-

pened, took my kids and did whatever they wanted and 

needed, with one counselor, Clover, playing tag with my 

Ace for 40 minutes. Later that month, more than 30 Kesem 

student leaders came to Peter’s memorial service and took 

my kids to do what each wanted after the service—Ace 

to play catch, and Pixie for ice cream. I had hope for my 

children that day, that they would find their way because 

of Kesem, and hope for the future because of the love and 

understanding our Kesem chapter gave my kids.”

C H I L D H O O D  P R E S E R V E D :  
O N E  M OT H E R ’ S  S TO RY

THIS CAMP WAS CRITICAL FOR MY KIDS... 

I ’D LOVE FOR THEM TO CONTINUE TO HAVE 

THIS OPPORTUNITY — THEIR DAD’S CANCER 

IS NOT CURABLE SO WE WILL BE DEALING 

WITH THIS FOR SOME TIME…HAVING THIS 

CAMP WAS SO HELPFUL FOR THEIR MENTAL 

HEALTH!” —KESEM PARENT

“
2021 KESE M DONOR I M PACT RE PORT
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Kesem chapters at colleges and universities across the country host 

CAMP KESEM—week-long summer camp programs. At camp, we fo-

cus on creating fun experiences that help children escape—even if for a 

short time—the challenges of coping with a parent’s cancer diagnosis. 

KESEM AT HOME In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Kesem 

created a virtual experience to serve its families from their own homes. 

Kesem at Home is a remote program designed to allow children im-

pacted by a parent’s cancer the opportunity to build connections and 

relationships, provide avenues for self-expression and reflection, and 

have fun with other kids who are going through similar experiences. 

YEAR-ROUND SUPPORT 

KESEM WARM WELCOME Families receive an immediate welcome—

along with a care package—upon joining the Kesem community.

KESEM FRIENDS + FAMILY DAY Existing and interested families, Kes-

em student leaders, alumni, and community supporters attend a local 

event in the spring and fall for a day full of fun activities, education, 

and community building.

KESEM SPECIAL DELIVERIES Campers receive personalized mes-

sages for birthdays and other events by traditional or electronic mail 

as a consistent touchpoint throughout the year.

KESEM ONLINE RESOURCES Families gain access to thoughtfully 

curated resources online, as well as through Kesem’s social media  

accounts to keep them connected and informed.

KESEM BY YOUR SIDE Families are offered customized support 

through our college student leaders to help children through the  

many challenges associated with a parent’s cancer journey including 

difficult news, recurrence, loss, and anniversaries. This is an impactful 

way Kesem shows our families they do not have to walk through these 

adversities alone.

I THINK KESEM AT HOME WAS AN AMAZING EXPERIENCE,  

AND EVEN THOUGH IT WAS AT HOME, ALL THE CAMPERS STILL 

LOVED EVERY MINUTE OF IT. THEY REALLY ENJOYED STILL BEING 

CONNECTED TO OTHER KIDS WHO ARE GOING THROUGH THE 

SAME THINGS THEY ARE. IT WAS SUPER COOL TO SEE HOW  

THEY CAME OUT OF THEIR SHELLS EVEN WITH IT BEING ON 

ZOOM.” —KESEM STUDENT LEADER

“

2021 KESE M DONOR I M PACT RE PORT

OF PARE NTS AGRE E THAT  

KESE M AT HOM E HAD A 

POSITIVE I M PACT ON 

TH E I R FAM I LY

QUICK LOOK
K E S E M  P R O G R A M S ,  S E R V I C E S ,  
A N D  Y E A R - R O U N D  S U P P O R T
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While the past two years have posed unique challenges for 

all of us, we’re moving into the new year stronger and more 

committed than ever. 

These times have shown us so much about ourselves and  

our community, creating moments of gratitude and deep 

reflection guiding our path forward.

1.	 The dedication and resilience of our volunteers have 

reminded all of us of the importance and meaning of the 

work we do to serve our Kesem families, instilling in us a 

renewed commitment to our mission. 

2.	 In another year where “social distance” was a cen-

terpiece in our lives, we see the profound need for 

community and connection. We know that the return to 

in-person programming will again be transformative for 

our families, volunteers, and staff. 

3.	 The COVID landscape required us to be more agile, in-

novative, and mindful in delivering our flagship program, 

Camp Kesem, and other year-round supportive services. 

We’ve learned a lot and are applying what we’ve 

learned to our volunteer training and programming to 

ensure a return to safe, high-quality programming that 

reflects the best of Kesem. 

4.	 Disparities in access to care and support services be-

came even more pronounced for millions of families. As 

we plan for a safe return to our traditional programs 

and services, we continue to explore ways to scale and 

expand while removing barriers so that any child in need 

of our services will have access to the life-changing 

support we offer. 

We hope you see and share in our commitment and excite-

ment for what’s to come. Your support allows us to provide 

a community that helps foster social and emotional life skills 

for children impacted by a parent’s cancer while creating 

positive and impactful experiences for a new generation of 

compassionate leaders. 

We are grateful to have you as part of our Kesem community 

and look forward to starting this new chapter together.

PROGRAM 60 percent of our expenses were used for programming. Kesem used funds to efficiently host more than 

150 sessions of Kesem at Home and special kick-off days this summer and to prepare for the launch of in-person 

fall programming (comprised of weekend camps, day programs, and field trips). We added six new chapters and 

trained and supported more than 5,000 student leaders—reaching nearly 7,000 campers and their families through 

these specially designed experiences. 

MANAGEMENT AND GENERAL 19 percent of our expenses were applied to management and administrative 

costs. This percentage is consistent with last year because of the lower-than-normal program expenses resulting 

from the continuation of Kesem at Home. These expenses allowed us to create and deliver five different virtual and 

in-person programs to Kesem families in 2021. Moreover, we offered ongoing staff professional development train-

ing, including a continued focus on cultivating diversity, equity, and inclusion competencies.

FUNDRAISING 21 percent of our expenses covered outreach and fundraising efforts. As with every year, we used a 

portion of donations to engage families. We also strengthened fundraising capacity by creating new virtual fund-

raising approaches at the national and chapter level.

M OV I N G  F O R WA R D …TO G E T H E R

YO U R  G I F T  I N  AC T I O N
MY DAUGHTERS HAVE ATTENDED KESEM CAMPS TWICE AND 

THEY HAVE LOVED IT BOTH TIMES! AFTER THEIR FIRST EXPERIENCE 

A COUPLE YEARS AGO, THEY COULDN’T WAIT TO GO AGAIN. 

WHEN THE IN-PERSON SUMMER PROGRAM WAS CANCELED  

LAST SUMMER DUE TO COVID-19, THEY WERE BROKENHEARTED—

AND WHEN THIS IN-PERSON FALL OPTION CAME UP, THEY  

WERE THRILLED! THEY’VE BEEN TO A NUMBER OF OTHER TYPES 

OF CAMPS AS WELL BUT THERE IS SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT  

KESEM THAT THEY LOVE AND WANT TO RETURN AGAIN AND 

AGAIN. I ’M SO THANKFUL FOR KESEM!” —KESEM PARENT

“
2021 KESE M DONOR I M PACT RE PORT
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TRAILBLAZERS 
($40,000+)
Anonymous Donor
Doug and Laura Martinelli 

Baron
BCU
Pritzker Pucker  

Family Foundation
SlabStox Charity Night
Toni A. Wisne Foundation
The Yeardley Smith  

Foundation

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 
($25,000+)
Anonymous Donor
The Cheryl Tessler Solit Fund
The Coleman Foundation
Delta Dental Community 

Care Foundation
The Foster Family Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith  

Foundation

SONG LEADERS  
($15,000–$24,999)
Anonymous Donor
Astellas US LLC 
The Berenice Gates Hopper 

Family Fund
Briggs Equiment
Genmab, Inc
Global Giving Fund
Sarah and Jonathan Graham
Ipsen Biopharmaceuticals, Inc.
Jazz Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Lilly
The Robert W. and  

Susan T. Brown Family 
Foundation

Sean D. Biggs Memorial  
Foundation

Richard Segal and  
Kelly Bounds

Carlyn and Chris Solomon
SOUL RYEDERS
Jeffrey and Elizabeth  

Spaulding

CAMPFIRE CIRCLE 
($10,000–$14,999)
AG Charity Trust
Amgen
Anonymous Donor
Austin Community  

Foundation
Pat and Mark Benjamin
Neha Biggs
Emily Brakebill
Bristol Myers Squibb
BTIG, LLC
Century Men’s Society
Elise and Doug Cornille
Anna Davis and  

Lewis Kaufman
Pat and Stacy Fitzgerald
Goizueta Family Charitable 

Gift Fund
Melanie and Andy Goodman
Guth-Pasta Charitable Fund
Harri Hoffmann  

Family Foundation
Brent and Sheila Iverson
Jenny and David Jones
Jordan Family  

Charitable Fund
K1 Packaging
Katten Muchin  

Rosenman LLP

Al and Bonnie Koch
The Lebensfeld Foundation
Lodovica Main
Lyon Family Foundation
Lyra Management, LLC
Meghan Mackay and  

Allen Thorpe
Nicole and Brad Mann
Massey Charitable Trust
Maxine and Jack Zarrow 

Family Foundation
The MolinaCares Accord
Diana Montgomery and  

Preston Raisin
Jim and Mary Nelson
Northern Trust
Nicholas and Susan Noyes
Omidyar Network Fund Inc.
Pfizer, Inc.
Rob Plotkowski
Jane and Jay Saccaro
Salesforce
Sissy’s Kids Fund
Skyhawk Therapeutics and 

Dragonfly Therapeutics Inc
Jay Stilwell and Mia Freund
Sumitomo Dainippon Pharma 

Oncology, Inc.
Ventas Charitable Foundation
Samantha and Fred Williams

CABIN BUILDER 
($5,000–$9,999) 
Mark and Carolyn Agnew
Aiming for a Cure  

Foundation
All of Us Research Program  

at Northwestern
Amazon
Ametek Foundation

Amista Vineyards
Anonymous Donor
Charles Bargiachi
Bergen County United Way 

Charitable Flex Fund
The Bernard McDonough 

Foundation
Blacksburg Country Club’s 

Women’s Golf Association
Bragg Companies
The Brainard Family Fund
Carnegie Mellon
Caroline’s Non-Profit  

Thrift Shop
Judy and John Comito
Ellen Connor and Dave Jilek
Thomas Cook
Coop Charitable Fund
Cornell University
Costco Wholesale
DCU for Kids
Joseph and Ellen Dimock
Ellen Dranichak
Duff & Phelps
Elite Island Resorts
Sheila Ellis
Fair Lifts
Families for a Cure
Catherine Finke
Gretchen Fish
Ronald Franklin
Alan Frindell
G2
Genentech, a member of the 

Roche Group
Greater Kansas City  

Community Foundation
Grosvenor Capital  

Management

KESEM IS GRATEFUL FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS. 
YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS 
MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THOUSANDS 
OF CHILDREN TO BE SUPPORTED 
THROUGH AND BEYOND A PARENT’S 
CANCER. THANK YOU!
OCTOBER 1, 2020 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2021.

FOSTER FAMILY 
FOUNDATION

THE YEARDLEY SMITH 
FOUNDATION

CHARITY NIGHT

THE CHERYL TESSLER 
SOLIT FUND

O U R  PA R T N E R S
These leading organizations and strategic partners have invested to 

expand Kesem’s services and support more children impacted by a 

parent’s cancer.

2021 KESE M DONOR I M PACT RE PORT
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Susan and Phil Hagenah
James Henahan
HMI Capital
Matt and Minal Hollowell
Robert and Aimee Hombach
The James Cancer  

Hospital with The Ohio 
State University Wexner 
Medical Center

Latham & Watkins LLP
Matthew and Molly Leonetti
The Lozick Family  

Foundation
Lyon Cares Foundation
Nashville Predators  

Foundation
Julie and Michael Oleshansky
Mark and Odette Olson
OPN Healthcare
Arrie and John Park
Parkside Financial Bank  

& Trust
Katherine Protextor and  

Bill Drehkoff
Remy L. Chatain, Jr.  

Foundation
Richard M. Schulze Family 

Foundation
Jeffrey Rosichan
The Sandy & Jean Colen Sup-

porting Family Foundation
Douglas Schuerer and  

Nikoleta Kolovos
Peter and Monique  

Thorrington
Rita Tubbs
David and Susan Tunnell
United Way of the Bay Area
Donna Vassil
Gary Vaynerchuk
Vineyard Vines, LLC
Scott and Katie Vroman
Laurence Weithers
West Virginia University

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
($2,500–$4,999)
Stacy and Godard Abel
Alaska Airlines
Alight Solutions
Anon Charitable Trust
Anonymous Donor
ArtsyLuxe Gallery
Azelby Family Fund
Jennifer and Cass Baker
Alexander and  

Andrew Berman

BMO Donor Advised Fund
Bob’s Discount Furniture 

Charitable Foundation
Iqbal Brainch and  

Nita Kulkarni
Andrew Kowal and  

Lucinda Brommersma
Jennifer and Alex Brown
Harold and  

Judith Brown Caro
Steve Burns
Butler Portraits
Charles River Apparel
Alexander Charters
Clark Construction  

Group, LLC
CNA Insurance
Ben Cornwell and  

Lisa Waishes-Cornwell
Fred Cronin
David and Kee Cronin
Jennifer and Sean  

Cunningham
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
Davenport Jaycees
Caron-Vera Davis
Christopher Dodson
Dudley DeBosier  

Injury Lawyers
Eastern Bank
Edward Rounds
Edwards Lifesciences Fund
EQT Corporation
Cheryl and Geoff Evert
Foundation Medicine
M E and Chris Freeburg
Chris and Susie George
Joanne Goebel
Goldman Sachs
Lori and Brian Goler
Granville Community  

Foundation
Joseph Green
Rex and Kari Hale
Michael and Cynthia Halm
Matthew and Sharon Hanley
Karen and Stephen  

Harrington
Connell and Shelby Hasten
John D Hermes
Randy Hilbrant
Hollowbrook Charitable Fund
Colin Howe
Husch Blackwell LLP
Dana Ireland
Johnson & Johnson
Alicia and Taric Kabir

Caryn and Jerry Katz
James and Sue King
Richard Klaskin
Andy Laats
Erik Connolly and  

Colette Lanphier
Learfield Communication
Valerie Lee
The Lichen Fund
Louisville Metro Council
Lucia P. Fulton Foundation
Madison Community  

Foundation
Shelly Maramonte
Agnes McGrail
Shawn and Christine  

Mcmanus
Jim and Laura Mena
Miami University
Annie and Matthew  

Mittelstadt
Betsy Morton and  

Bryan Libbin
Sharon E. Morton
Hillary and Nick Moser
NC State University
Kathy and Bill Newlands
Nike Inc.
Northwest Christian School
John O’Sullivan
Oxford Community  

Foundation
Mary Ellen Penicook
Cherly Pflueger
Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity
Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity 

at FSU
Jenn and Bill Phillips
Bob and Amy Polachek
Matthew and Erin Price
Radiology-Waukesha
Leah Recht
Rebecca Rich
Doris Richter
Sara Robinson
Romano Toyota
Philip Rosenberg
The Saint Louis Men’s Group 

Against Cancer
Erich and Rebecca Sanchack
Justin and Robin Sheperd
Eric and Nancy Smith
South Dakota Trust Company
Spatz Family Foundation
Don and Sharon Sritong
Strock Family Fund
Robert and Jan Swartz

T.RowePrice Foundation
Robert Tammara
Mary-Farrell Tarbox
Thrivent Financial
TJX Foundation
The University of Georgia 

Foundation
UW Health
Randall and Kristine Videgar
Steffan Voges
Von Arx Family Foundation
The Wawa Foundation
Katy and Nelson Williams
Modern Woodmen
Michelle and Andy Worth
WVU Medicine

HOPE BUILDERS  
($1,000–$2,499)
Abrams Capital Management
Action Sertoma Club
Brian Adams
Gordon and Julie Adolphson
Albatross Charitable  

Foundation
Lee Albertson
Lynda Allbert
Karen Allen
Allendale Public Schools
David Altemus
Michael Amylon
Carolyn Anderson
Roger Anderson
Angels of Hope
Anonymous Donor
Lindsay and Ryan Anthony
Christine and Gary Aochi
Barbi Appelquist
Suzy and Brian Arriola
AutoNation
Ayco Charitable Foundation
B&B Foods
Chris Bagley
Bain Capital
Bethann Baker
Bamco
Molly and Dave Banko
John Barker
The Barstow Foundation
Don Bartecki
Mary Bates
Kelly and Brett Battles
BD
Jeffrey Beaton
Debra Beck
Cameron Beck
Leanne Becker

Tiffany Beker
Belle Artificial Intelligence 

Corporation
Ben & Jerry’s Company
Erran Berger
Bill Lorrigan Construction, Inc.
Bireley Family Foundation
Cathy Birkeland and Greg 

Marton
Rhonda Blatti
Blueprint Medicine
Brett Boal
Boilmakers Local 85
Carla Bracalente
Terese Brady
Bridget Brannon
Breath of Hope KY
Future Bridge
Maggie’s Brightside
Paul and Julie Brinkworth
Reiley and J. B. Broms
Kathleen Browne
Aneesa Browne
Robert Bruce
Paul Bugas
Butman Giving Fund
Ben Byers
Gregory Byrd
California Cancer Associates 

for Research and Excellence
Allison Carballo
Alaina Cardella
Cynthia and Kailey Caruso
Centre County Community 

Foundation, Inc.
Cetos Charitable Fund
Charles Schwab
Charlotte Foundation
Chi Omega Fraternity Xi 

Kappa Chapter
Children’s Wisconsin & 

Affiliates
Heeje Cho
Kirby Christian
Alan Christy
Church of Christ Norfolk
CI Pediatric Therapy Centers
Cisco
Cleveland Medical Library 

Associations
Cassandra Cloninger
Coghill Family Foundation
Daniel Cohen
Columbia Boonslick Kiwanis 

Foundation
Community America  

Credit Union

Community Foundation of 
Tompkins County

William Congleton
Alexander Conn
R K and Jennifer Conner
Ellen Connor
DeDe and Steve Connor
Emily and Rory Cooper
Coral Gables Community 

Foundation
Pamela Cordano
Marsha and Ken Cordio
Nancy A Cortes
Countryside Animal Clinic 

and Gary Gowans
Paul and Beth Cousins
Darin Cox
Bill Criss
Austin Criss
Michael and Holly Cuggino
Paul and Marianne Cullen
Cummings Properties
CycleBar
Sanjay Dabas
Andrea and Luke  

Dannenberg
Allen Davidoo
Julie Davies
Cheryl Davis
Robert Davis
Jill Konrardy
Deloitte Consulting
Delta Upsilon
Naran Delwadia
Chirag Delwadia
Katy DePriest
Dermatology Associates
DiChristofano Family  

Giving Fund
David S Dickenson II
Saovaros Diehl-Hope
Tony Difiore
Dave and Sarah Dillabaugh
John and Julie Dombo
The Douglas and Gloria  

Rumberger Foundation
Timothy Draper
Lisa Driver and Dennis Vicars
Duke Energy Foundation
Art and Lili Duquette
Sumee Dykxhoorn
Don and Janice Eckroat
Sarah Ejigu
Brett Engel
Arthur Epstein
Shelby Epstein
Suzy Esstman

Dan Faath
Marshall Fay
Joe Federbush
Hilary and Greg Fedorinchik
David and Virginia Ferer
Christine Fisher
Barbara Fitzgerald
Teresa and Gian Piero Forcina
Fort Bend Junior  

Service League
Christian Freshour
Mary Grace and 

 Andrew Fries
Froedtert Health
Janice E Fry
Wendy and Donn  

Fullenweider
Funk Furick Foundation
Thomas Furlong
Gamma Phi Beta Foundation
Gartner
Swati Gaur
Gautam Bar
Debra Gelman
Randa Ghnaim
Nikita and Subrata Ghosh
Shannon Gifford
Mindi Giftos
Ron and Suzanne Glickman
Dj Goebel
Google
Kristi Gorick
Laura Gottsman
Mollie Gowans
Eileen Graydon Ketchum
Jeffrey Greene
Russell Gregg
George Grody
Kay Grossman
Grunau
Charlotte Haas Prime
Kenn Hall
Laura Hammer
Robert A. Hammer
Harmon Family Giving Fund
Judy and Bill Harrington
The Heiser Family Fund
Hendricks Family Fund
Janet Hendricks
Christopher Hendryx
Jenny and Brian Herb
Kate and Brian Higgins
Steve Hill and Eva Heilman
Suzanne Hites
Erika and Jeff Hlavacek
Bruce Hoak
Donald and Lois Hoffman

Krista Holt
Terrence and Torry Holt
Holy Cross Philoptochos Sofis
Howard And Nikki  

Applebaum Foundation
Charles Huddleston
Huurman Family Fund
Impact Assets
The indiGO Blue Family 

Foundation
Juliana Iverson
Ryan Jacobsen
Titus and Stephen Jager
Neil Jensen
Susie Johnson
Amanda Johnson-Souza
JP Morgan Chase & Co
Fihn Judith
Hysoo Ka-Widmann
Kalida Lion’s Club
Kate Svitek Memorial  

Foundation
Kavanau Family  

Charitable Fund
Roger and Teresa Keller
Lizzie and Ryan D Kelley
Jeremy and Liz Kennish
Edward Kim
Won Kyung Kim
James Kirk
Kyra Kirtyan
Josh and Blair Klein
Lisa Kleinow
Robin Kline
Robert Koch
Kathryn Kolbe
John Deere
Matthew and Kelly Kons
Andrew Krainin
Tracey and John Kreiling
Kroger Inc.
Vienna Kuhn
Rory Kuhn
Peter Kunz
Pamela and Peter Kunz
Nicole Kunz
Dana Kurzrock
Kwik Trip
Karen La Forest
Edward Labuda
Lafayette Community  

Foundation
Brad Lamb
Lambda Fund
Susan Lambros
Jeffrey Lamken
Robin Leader Landau
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Anne and Ray Landstrom
McKenzie Layne
Bruce Leak
Kevin Lee
Constance Lees
Legends Hospitalty
Jeffrey and Amy Leibach
Leider Fund
Richard Leland
The Lester & Grace Maslow 

Foundation
Lexus of Lexington
Phyllis and Stephen Libbin
The Libman Company
Alexis Limberakis
Amy Liu
Locke Family
Patrick Long
Chad Long
Lena Los
Michael Lowe
Mahana Magic Foundation
Rk Mahendran
Reza Marashi
Deena B. Marchal
Barbara Marks
Christine Maron
Janette Martinez
Irena Martinez
Brian Mathews
MathWorks
Catherine Matthews
Matthews Family Gift Fund
Bryce Maurer
Leticia Mayer
Denise McBrady
Patrick McCormick
Courtney McDonough and 

Mark Nicholson
Robert McLaughlin
Liz McLean
Suzanne McLean
Megan McNulty
MEB Charitable Foundation
Rashmi Mehta
Monica Meng
Elinore M Mercer
The Merck Foundation
Debra Merson
Kristi Mertens
Michael B. and  

Mary S. Fox Fund
Micheal Todd
Dan Michelson
Microsoft
Minal Patel
MIT Federal Credit Union

Moline Foundation
April Moody
Tracy Morgan
Joshua Morriss
Morrissette Family  

Foundation, Inc.
Tim Mort
Wendy Morton
Chuck Mozena
Katherine Muir
James and Leanne Myers
Shohei Narron
National Christian  

Foundation
Neil Schlussel Family  

Foundation
Julie and Michael Neil
NetApp
Netflix
David and Kelly  

Neuenswander
Michael Newhall
John Newsom
Darrion Nguyen
David and Betty Norlander
Amanda ONeal
Robert Osnis
The Page Family Fund
Paisley Family Fund
Samuel Papandreas
Park Family Foundation
Geoffrey Parker
Danny and Soundis Passman
Lauren Patel
Lina Patel and Paras Parekh
Vijay and Bhavna Patel
Paul H. Pusey Foundation
People’s State Bank
Carolyn Perelmuter
Ann Perez
Judith Persky and  

Joseph Schuman
Jane Peterson
Leah and Todd Phillips
PhyMED Management
Timothy and Lumin Plaster
PlayStation Cares (Sony  

Interactive Entertainment)
Pogi Charitable
Ellis Powell
Josephine Prell
Karen Priesman
Pristine Pool and Spa
Pritzker Traubert Foundation
Jayant Radhakrishnan
Indira Ramgolam
Laura Rebholz

Riverside Casino & Golf 
Resort

Ben Rockwell
Terry Roe
Victoria Rohm
Glen Roiland
Lori Roth and  

David Schnadig
Rothman Family Foundation
RSM Boston Foundation
Kenneth Saccaro
Dalya Sachs
Jason and Jill Saputo
Vicki Sasso
David Satterfield
Ray Van Der Schans
Bailey Scheich
David Schellhase
Brad and Gina Schmarak
Lucy Schmidt
Isaac Schmidt
Andrew Schmit
Kyle Schmit
Cassondra and Eric Schmoll
Rachel and Kurt Schulenburg
J Schwan
Beverly and Bud Scoggins
Matt Scott
Shahzad Shadmany
Meredith Shearer
Michael Sheptin
Bettina Sherick
Joseph Sicari
Grant Siders
Patti Simpson
Elliot Sloane
Smart & Final Charitable 

Foundation
Christine Smith
Jeffrey Smith
Lindsay Solheid
Erin Spatz
Harriet Spears
Spirit Airlines
Peter D Springberg
Garren Stanley
Robert Stasey
Tracy Stevens
Scott Stone and Rachel  

Dobrow Stone
Michael Swell
Tahmoush Family Fund
David and Laurel Tanza
Matthew Tarbox
Stacy Tarnoski
TASC - Total Adminstrative 

Services Corp

Griffith Tatarsky
Paul W Taylor
Theisen’s Home, Farm, Auto
Paul Thompson
Peter and Julia Thompson
TIAA
Carrington Tibbetts
The Timken Company
Laura and Bart Tinsley
Marla and Bill Tipping
Lori Torkelson
Elyse Towns
Positive Tracks
Coleen Travers
Tara Troness
Melissa Tugwell
Ozgur Tunceli
Madeline and Julianne Turk
Thomas R Turner
University of Nebraska  

Federal Credit
Rebecca Upchurch
Kelly Vasbinder
VISA
Visions Federal Credit Union
VMWare
Joseph Vochko
Kelly Wade
Leslie Walker
Walmart
Jennifer Walsh
John Walsh
Marialena Walsh
Waste Management
Melanie Waters
Jill Wei
Bruce and Jill Weininger
Touran Weissman
Amy Wells
Jack Werner
Stephanie and Jon-Michael 

Wheat
Elizabeth White and  

Terry Denton
Dana White and Hugh David
The Will Ascend Foundation
Kelli Williams
Fred Williams
Lori Willis
Joanne and John Windom
Total Wine
David and Barbara  

Winstanley
Gail and Steven Wolff
Mary and John Woloski
Woo Family Fund
Rod and Rhonda Wood

Will and Jan Wu
Stephanie and Arthur Young
Stephanie Dale Young
Jenny and Todd Young
Alyse and Guy Zaczepinski
Anna Zimmerman

FRIENDS OF KESEM 
FUNDRAISERS 
($2,500+)
Will Alpert
Tommy Bartecki
Jeremy Bartusch
Russ Bell
Alexis Boram
Charlotte Brereton
Giuliana Bresnahan
Sydney Brown
Kelly Browne
Garrett Byrd
Paige Chase
Alex Chaumette
Jordan Christian
Grace Church
Ryan Cohen
Cameron Cohen
Konstantino Daniel
Newsom Eva
Cullen Finnerty
Jane Frankel
Katherine Furlong
Dylan Helmenstine
Minal Hollowell
Krista Holt
Steven Honovic
Colin Howe
Samantha R. Humphrey
Natalie Hussein
Claire Inda
Piper Ireland
Emma Johnson
Jamie Kang
Homer Katherine
Liz Kennish
Jordhan Kieres
Ava Kirchner
Cody Kline
Samantha Konigsberg
Pamela Kreinces
Sharon Krone
Riley Kuhn
Christina Leach
Connor Lees
Danielle Letsche
Anna Litchman
Karyn Ludwig
Lindsey Macrae

Maya Malavasi
Zoe Marley
Samantha Martin
Gabriel McCarthy
Susan McColgan
Jordan Mcguire
Michael McNulty
Katie Mellon
Margret Mendenhall
Annie Miller
Madeleine Murphy
Madison Mutzman
Madeleine Nguyen
Aaron Nowak
Justin Olson
Meera Patel
Patrick Perez
Ross Perry
Erris Pierson
Cynthia Pillsbury
Jill Polsby
Erin Prince
Julia Radhakrishnan
Jake Rebholz
Chloe Rosichan
Richard Roszak
Teresa Ruona
LK Scott
Matt Scott
Richard Segal and  

Kelly Bounds
Hannah Shadmany
Tiffany Su
Lauren Swartz
Bart Tinsley
Breanna Vergess
Adriana Weiss
Kelsey Weissburg
Lauren Widmann
Caroline Massey Yost
Morgan Zickes

IN TRIBUTE
Terri Alexander
Sophie Allen
Shane Aumiller
Brad Back
Doug and Laura Baron
Mark Blaisdell
Eric Cohen
Lonnie Dickson
Allison Doupe
Nicole Frerichs
Gloria J A Guth
Rachel Henahan
Shana Herrin
Bethany Kharrazi

James Noyes
Jeffrey Oberjohann
Lori Olson
Paul Rebholz
Jay Stilwell and Mia Freund
Linda Tammara
Ilona Uskert
Billie Jo Weiss
Marilyn Whiting

MORE THAN 10,000 WONDERFUL 

HUMANS ARE PART OF THE KESEM 

COMMUNITY, AND EACH AND 

EVERY ONE OF YOU MAKE THE 

MAGIC HAPPEN! YOU ALL GAVE 

JOYFULLY, AND WE WISH WE HAD 

SCORES MORE PAGES TO NAME 

YOU INDIVIDUALLY.

 

WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO LIST 

SUPPORTERS WHO MADE A  

GIFT OF $1,000 OR MORE IN  

CASH AND IN-KIND SUPPORT. 

WE WANT TO MAKE SURE WE 

INCLUDED AND CORRECTLY 

RECOGNIZED YOU. PLEASE LET  

US KNOW IF WE NEED TO MAKE 

ANY CORRECTIONS IN OUR 

RECORDS BY CONTACTING US AT:  

DEVELOPMENT@KESEM.ORG
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Neha Biggs

Elise Cornille

Ben Cornwell*

David Cronin***

Matt Hanley

Dr. Brent Iverson

David Jones

Jerry Katz

Tonya Kinlow

Heath Koch

Dr. Ali Mahtabifard

Dr. Eric McGary

Dr. Diana Montgomery

Betsy Morton

Mark Luck Olson

Rob Plotkowski

Ruben Sigala

Chris Berry Solomon

Jay Stilwell**

Iris Rave Wedeking****

Katie Vroman

Fred Williams

*BOARD CHAIR

**SECRETARY

***TREASURER 

****FOUNDER

NATIONAL BOARD

CHICAGO 
EVENT BOARD

Mark and Carolyn Agnew

Linda and Mark Anderson

Keith and Lisa Bandolik

Neha Biggs

Iqbal Brainch and Nita Kulkarni

Jessica and Kevin Brosche

Jennifer and Sean Cunningham

Katherine Protextor and  
Bill Drehkoff

Cheryl and Geoff Evert

Pat and Stacy Fitzgerald

Mary and Christopher Freeburg

Sarah and Jonathan Graham

Mark and Michelle Grossmann

Connell and Shelby Hasten

Kate and Brian Higgins

Jenny and David Jones

Richard and Dara Levy

Marc Liebman

Cathy Birkeland and  
Greg Marton

Holly and Rick Miller

Courtney McDonough and  
Mark Nicholson

Julie and Michael Oleshansky

Ami Patel

Kelli and Ryan Patterson

Jenn and Bill Phillips

Andy and Shannon Preda

Bob and Laura Probst

Jane and Jay Saccaro

Erik and Robin Scheier

Andy and Bevin Skoglund

Bryan Timmerman

Erin and Matt Vollmer

Michelle and Andy Worth

BOSTON 
EVENT BOARD
Bridget and Akin Akinc

Neha Biggs

Alix and Colin Campbell

 Ellen Connor and Dave Jilek

Alicia and Taric Kabir

Rachele Manning and Aaron Stern

David McNeil and  
Cristin Mercer

Annie and Matthew Mittelstadt

Hillary and Nick Moser

Lisa Paradis

Raj and Jessica Seth

Jackie ‘Pumpkin’ 
Latham, Camp 

Kesem at University of 
Michigan

Jillian ‘Meery’ 
Millares, Camp Kesem 

at Fresno State

Jordan ‘Yogi’ Newell, 
Camp Kesem at UCLA

Kami ‘Twitch’ 
Spicklemire, Camp 

Kesem at Indiana 
University

Emil ‘Lime’ 
Stavinoha, Camp 

Kesem at  
Texas A&M

Breanna ‘Brooklyn’ 
Vergess,* Camp 
Kesem Berkeley

Josh ‘Wonster’ Won, 
Camp Kesem UCLA

*Board Chair

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP BOARD

Alicia Kabir, Chief Executive Officer
SAN FRANCISCO 

EVENT BOARD
Welsford Bishopric

Christina Bognet

Melissa Paoloni and  
Jeff Bowers

Emily Brakebill

Kelly Corrigan and  
Edward Lichty

Elise and Doug Cornille

Anna Davis and  
Lewis Kaufman

Natalie Klinkhammer

Aurelie and Brendan 
MacDonald

Dana Percoco

Diana Montgomery and 
Preston Raisin

Leah Recht

Jeffrey and Elizabeth 
Spaulding

Jay Stilwell

Iris Rave Wedeking

Will and Jan Wu

Matthew Strauss and  
Sophia Zeng

Barbi Appelquist

Jaime and Bryan Bauer

David and Gillian Berman

Jennie and Fritz Burkart

Ben Cornwell and Lisa 
Waishes-Cornwell

Tye Gonser

Adrienne Grant and  
Paul Jennings

Wendy and Michael Landes

Matthew and Molly Leonetti

Laura Probst Pimentel and 
Chris Pimentel

Shannon Mabrey Rotenberg

Andrea and Steve Stanford

Stephen and Nancy Paul

Rob Plotkowski

Robert and Jan Swartz

Brian and Norah Weinstein

Sharla and Matt Wilson

Caryn and Jerry Katz

LOS ANGELES 
EVENT BOARD

Josephine ‘M&Ms’ 
Akinwumiju,  

Camp Kesem East Atlanta

Brielle ‘Swizzle’ Buckler, 
Camp Kesem at  

University of Miami

Kelly ‘Tree’ Chernik, 
Camp Kesem at University 

of Wisconsin - Madison

Nick ‘Hot Mustard’ 
DiMaso, 

Camp Kesem at 
Northwestern University

Skylar ‘Hippo’ Gray,  
Camp Kesem at University 

of Richmond

Paul ‘Mocha’ Jimenez,  
Camp Kesem UC  

San Diego

Sydney ‘Flave’ Kaster, 
Camp Kesem at  

University of Virginia

Lyndsay ‘Checkers’ 
Knutson, Camp Kesem 

Stanford
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Kesem’s mission of supporting children through and beyond a parent’s cancer, 
and our vision of ensuring that every child impacted by a parent’s cancer is  

never alone, can only be realized through an ongoing, steadfast commitment  
to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in every part of our organization.  

To that end, Kesem makes the following commitments:

To continually expand the communities we support and work with—our camper 
families, volunteers, staff, alumni, partners, donors, and boards—with attention  

to engaging communities we are not currently reaching.

To strive for equity in delivering a transformative, fun, and empowering  
community that recognizes and embraces our differences. 

To aspire to create shared spaces that are safe for every member of the 
Kesem community to feel valued and respected.

Kesem will engage in continued meaningful learning in order to better  
support our mission, and our growing Kesem community.

10586 West Pico Boulevard, #196 • Los Angeles, CA 90064 
(253) 736-3821 • kesem.org

@CampKesem @KesemNational

®

®

@Kesem

https://www.kesem.org/
https://www.instagram.com/kesem/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kesemnational
https://twitter.com/campkesem
https://www.facebook.com/CampKesem/

