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Testing & Analysis

Windrow Composting

As Soil Seed and Water composts, they monitor temperature spikes and then mitigate the pile with more moisture as they try
to keep below 160°F (71.1°C) as they protect the fungi. Ideally, they try to keep temperatures in the temperature phase of 140-
150 degrees because destruction of seed and weed pathogens require a little more heat than the required 131°F (55°C)

Target organism to be tested:               Acceptance Criteria

Fecal Coliforms                                        IAS Lab(USCC Certified or United States Compost Council)
E. Coli Verotoxigenic                               IAS Lab(USCC Certified)
Salmonella                                                IAS Lab(USCC Certified)
Shigella                                                     IAS Lab(USCC Certified)

Recommended Test Methods:
Fecal Coliforms                                        IAS Lab(USCC Certified)
E. Coli Verotoxigenic                               IAS Lab(USCC Certified)
Salmonella                                                IAS Lab(USCC Certified)
Shigella                                                     IAS Lab(USCC Certified)

Sampling Plan:

Samples of either the compost or the raw material for lab analysis are representative of the compost pile. In order to
ensure that the samples are representative of the entire lot, samples are taken from different areas of the compost pile
and then they are combined. Samples for lab analysis are not taken from the center, edges or the outer surfaces of
the pile, as these are regions of either very high or very low microbial activity, thus they cannot be considered to be
representative of the entire compost pile. Soil Seed and Water has all finished compost tested (Using a certified US Compost
lab) for chemicals, heavy metals, pathogens, and nutrient content prior to selling product to farmers or using it as a concentrate 
in any blended topsoils. Different moisture and soluble salt concentrations may exist at the edges and center of a compost pile
that has been stored outside and exposed to precipitation. This is caused by water puddles that form at the base of the piles
and salts leaching from the center of the pile. Samples are tested as soon as possible after it is taken to reduce the risk
of any changes in the characteristics that may occur due to exposure to conditions other than the pile. The sample size  is     
manageable and compatible with the containers and equipment that are utilized.  Samples are large enough to
produce a representative sample while not being so large that the tests take too long or are too complex. The sample size can 
range from a fraction of a pound to several pounds. It’s ideal to utilize the same sample for all duplicates. 


